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Happening
today

®LEADER OF OPPOSITION
Rahul Gandhiis expected

to appear before a special court
in Sultanpur, UP, whichis due to
pronounce its verdict in a defa-
mation case against him.
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INAUGURATION OF RBI'S DATA CENTRE AND CYBERSECURITY TRAINING INSTITUTE IN ODISHA

Says Cong policies
pushed banking
system to brink of
collapse,led to
mounting NPAs

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, October 25

WARNING THAT modern wars
are not fought with weapons
alone but also by targeting
economies, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
underlined the need to protect
India’s banking system from
“cyber terrorists”.

Modi was speaking at thein-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra
and Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhiin Bhubaneswar, Sunday. i

" EXPRESS special
FLAT MARKETS FOR TWO YEARS A CONCERN
On FM table: Slashing capital §
gains tax rate, dollar-based
taxation for foreign investors

Aanchal Magazine
& Anil Sasi
New Delhi, October 25

AS INVESTORS grapple with a
flat stock market trajectory for
more than two years now, dis-
cussions within the govern-
ment in the run-up to Budget
2027-28 include lowering the
long-term capital gains tax
from 12.5% now for both do-
mestic and foreign investors,
and letting foreign investors
pay this tax on capital gains
made in dollar terms as op-
posed to in rupee terms, to
boost market sentiments.
Officials say the urgency to
act fast is due to two key con-
cerns. One, zero returns or
losses in stock markets over the
last two years come on top of
poor wage growth, and thisisa
big sentiment dampener. It is
felt across a larger spectrum of

¢ Stockindices
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Sensex |79 142
Nifty50 -85 -136
'S&P500(US) [31.3 M.2
'Nasdaq Com- | |
sosite(US) .40.2 17
FTSE100(UK) [29.3 74
'Hang Seng I
(Hong Kong) .12.2 12.3
'Bovespa ' |
(Brazi) 579 277

'Kospi(SKorea) 1149 288 |

*% CHANGE OVER LAST TWO YEARS

#YEAR-TO-DATE CHANGE SINCE JAN 2,2026
|

middle class with surging retail
participation in markets now.
Post-Covid, stock market in-
vestmentswitnessed asharprise
in participation by retail inves-

E. EXPLAINED

Stock market

challenge

Forthe government, it has
been achallenge to explain
the robust 7.8 per cent
growthratein April-June
this year, especially when
stock marketindices
actually dropped over the
last two years, and poor
wages growth inthe private
sector. The Budget may
hence explore movesto
boost the market.

tors (those holding up to Rs 2
lakh in shares) looking to diver-
sify and supplement their regu-
lar income streams. According

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Fertiliser sales see sharp dip as
ElNino dries up farm demand

Tractor sales also
down 18.1% in Sept
amid festival
calendar shift

Harish Damodaran
New Delhi, October 25

IN WHAT could be a real indi-
cator of deficient rains and the
El Nino effect on farms, do-
mestic sales of all fertilisers, in-
cluding urea, are down com-
pared to last year.

The sales drop during April-
September 2026 over April-
September 2025 — roughly co-

oProduct|on import, saleoffertlllsers (lakhtonnes
IPRODUCTION UREA DAP |MOP COMPLEXES SSP |
Apr-Sep2025 | 144.44 2001 | O 59.29 2936 |
Apr-Sep2026 |15064 1994 | 0 | 3822 | 2632 |
IMPORT | ' ' ' '
Apr-Sep2025 | 3979  38.26 | 11.91 2019 0
Apr-Sep 2026 15589 3399 | 1679 1386 | O
e : | :
Apr-Sep2025 |193.08  43.89 |1094 -T2 28.68
Apr-Sep2026 |185.22 4364 | 966 60.08 2829 |

DAP (DI-AMMONIUM PHOSPHATE) MOP (MURIATE OF POTASH), SSP (SINGLE SUPER PHOSPHATE)
SOURCE: THE FERTILISER ASSOCIATION OF INDIA.

inciding with the kharif (mon-
soon) planting season — has
been the sharpest at 22.2% for

complex fertilisers containing
nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P),

»CONTINUEDON PAGE 2 |
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PM WATCHES ASIAF
JETS ROAR ACROSS
SKIES IN VARANASI

auguration of the Reserve Bank
of India’s Data Centre and
Cybersecurity Training Insti-
tute here.

“We all understand that
modern warfare is not waged
solely with weapons. Weaken-
ing a country can also be at-
tempted by striking at its econ-
omy. As India gains financial
strength, safeguarding our
banking system against cyber
criminals and cyber terroristsis

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Last day of Delhi SIR camps

At a Special Intensive Revision camp inside an MCD-run school in east Delhi’s Chilla Village, Sunday. It was
the last day of such camps held by the Election Commission across the Capital to enrol voters left out of
therollsinthe SIR. asHiNAV saHA REPORT, PAGE 6

NAGPUR, PATNA, PUNE, VADODARA

Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge with party’s Bihar unit chief
Rajesh Ram and MP Akhilesh Prasad Singh in Patna on Sunday. ani

‘Modi ka baap bhi

jayega’:Kharge’s

remark triggers row,
BJP calls for protest

Shah says Cong
chiefbreached ‘all

norms of decorum’

Express News Service
Patna, New Delhi, October 25

A REMARK by Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge —
“Modi ka baap bhi jayega”
(Even Modi’s father will have to
go) — at a Patna event on Sun-
day triggered a political row,
with the BJP and its allies con-
demningthelanguage as “abus-
ive”. The BJP announced a na-
tionwide protest against the
remark on Monday, with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah ac-
cusing Kharge of breaching “all
norms of decorum”.

Kharge was speaking at
Patna’s Bapu Sabhagar during
a programme marking the
139th birth anniversary of Bi-
har’s first Chief Minister, Shri
Krishna Singh, popularly

known as Shri Babu. Before he
wasinterrupted by amaninthe
crowd, Kharge said the Con-
gress would send those in-
volved in alleged irregularities
in the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) process tojail.

An audience member, San-
tosh Kumar from Chhapra,
then shouted, “Modi nahin
jayenga (Modi will not go).”
Kharge responded, “Modi ka
baap bhi jayega, baap bhi
jayega. Modi ka baap bhi
Jjayega (Even Modi’s father will
have to go).”

Kumar later identified him-
self as a “dedicated Congress
worker” and alleged that party
workers had mistaken him
for a BJP supporter and as-
saulted him while escortinghim
out. “My remarks were taken
out of context. I want to see
Modi removed from power, but
my statement was cut short,
leading to the misunderstand-
ing,” Kumar said, addingthat he
meant to say that unless there

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Target was Aamir Khan, | AsSiang dam protests turn violent,

lackotaccessprompted = NHPC’s Rs 11-cr PR push faces test
shift to Tiger Shroftf: Probe

Mohamed Thaver
& Manish Kumar Pathak
Mumbai, October 25

THE ALLEGED shooters be-
hind the attack on actor Tiger
Shroff were initially told to tar-
get Aamir Khan, police sources
told TheIndian Express,adding
that this was “in line with” the
threats that Khan had received
inJuly, allegedly from the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang.
According to sources, dur-
ing their nearly month-long
stay in Mumbai, the alleged
shooters conducted a recce of
the area where Khan lives at
least three times, but found that
he was mostly away on film
shoots or did not step out of his

" |DEA
EXCHANGE

It’simportant to engagein political
debate but exploitation of political issues

has no placein democracies’

JASPER WIECK, GERMAN AMBASSADOR PAGE 18

The 1th accused in the shooting
case in Mumbai Police custody,
Sunday. SANKHADEEP BANERJEE

house for days. The target then
shifted to Shroff, whowas found
to be more accessible, turning
up for football on most Sundays

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Jay Mazoomdaar
& Shinjini Ghosh
New Delhi, October 25

AHEAVY security deployment
maintained an uneasy calm at
Pasighat in Arunachal Pra-
desh’s East Siang district after
protests against the proposed
Siang dam turned violent late
on Friday and continued into
the early hours of Saturday.
District Magistrate Jayanti
Pertin told The Indian Express
on Sunday afternoon that the

* PROPOSED PROJECT
Yarlung Tsangpo
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law and order situation was
under control. “Itistoo early to
assess the damage. The restric-
tions on public gatheringunder
section 163 of the BNSS in Pa-
sighat, Mebo and Ruksin will
continue until further orders,”
she said.

The simmering unrest
underscores the resistance con-
fronting the proposed 11,200-
MW Siang Upper Multipurpose
Project (SUMP) being under-
taken by NHPC Limited.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Didn’t go to school, but took officials
to SC over husband s ‘custodial death’

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, October 25

LEHRA BAI, 35, was not pres-
ent in person when the Su-
preme Court came down hard
on the Chhattisgarh DGP, Di-
rector General (Prisons) and
Principal Secretary (Home) for
their handling of her case, cal-
ling their actions “sacrilegious”
and their claims “patently false

| and wholly reprehensible”.

Lehra and Shravan Tamre. ExPress

It took a fight of more than
two years, but the 35-year-old
mother of two, who never went

to school, had made her voice
heard, ensuring that the death
of her husband, allegedly in
custody, did not go unacknowl-
edged. The Court directed the
Chhattisgarh government to
pay her interim compensation
of Rs 25 lakh, ordered a CBI in-
quiry, and said that a criminal
case be registered against the
guilty officials.
OnJanuary18,2024, Shravan
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

{JOGEN CHOWDHURY - 19392026 }

‘Atrueartist’: He blended tradltlonal imagery with contemporary style

Trisha Mukherjee
New Delhi, October 25

THOSE WHO knew Jogen
Chowdhuryrememberhimasa
welcoming presence in the
otherwise intimidating art
world. For those who never met
him, his understated

ingat Ruby General Hospitalin
Kolkata after a 15-month-long
battle with blood cancer.
Sources at the hospital con-
firmed that he had been batt-
ling myeloproliferative neo-
plasm, a rare form of blood
cancer, and was undergoing
chemotherapy.

smile, whichseemed PAGE1 1 “He fell ill and
tocurlupatoneend, | anchor {  was admitted in a
remains memorable ' " critical condition,”

from photographs. It was as if it
drew its intensity, warmth and
depth from the bold lines on his
canvas, always saying more than
what meets the eye.

A towering figure in mod-
ern Indian art, Chowdhury
passed away on Sunday morn-

one source said. “Followingthe
onset of sepsis and a worsening
of his condition due to several
underlying ailments, he was
placed on the ventilator on Sat-
urday. He breathed his last at
10:15am.”

Chowdhury, who was repre-

sented by Art Exposure, grad-
uated from Kolkata’s Govern-
ment College of Art and Craft
(1955-1960), followed by train-
ingin printmaking/painting at
Ecole Nationale Supérieure des
Beaux-Arts, Paris (1965-1967).
He is best known for his fusion
of traditional iconography with
acontemporary sensibility.
But hisart was more thanjust
theblending of twostyles. “In his
work the line work of the great
Bengal tradition — Kalighat
paintings and artistslike Jamini
Roy — merges with current
socio-political realities to hold
up a mirror to our current so-
ciety,” said writer and curator Ki-
shore Singh, who remembered

As a TMC Rajya Sabha MP from 2014 to 2020, he sought to address
the policy challenges facing the art community. COURTESY ROHIT CHAWLA

Chowdhury as an elegant man.
What stood out in his art, for

epaper.indianexpres&.mm-. .

friends, critics and contempor-
aries alike, was his laborious

cross-hatchingtechnique which,
as fellow artist KS Radhakrish-
nan noted, “takes a lot of pa-
tienceand alotof commitment.”

“It looks simple, but it is
really not, and with that he
managed to express subtle and
sophisticated ideas,” said cura-
tor and historian R Sivakumar.
He first discovered Chowd-
hury’s work as a student visit-
ing Delhi in the *70s, meeting
the artist much later at the in-
auguration of Bharat Bhavanin
Bhopal in 1982. Chowdhury’s
famous painting ‘Tiger in
Moonlight’ captivated him in-
stantly, making him realise that
the artist was “entirely distinct
from his peers”.

New Delhi

Singh agreed. “We have
seen cross-hatching from FN
Souza, but the brilliance with
which Jogen da created depth
with it, no other artist has been
able to match.”

Chowdhury was an artist
not just in the way he thought
of his own art, but in how he
embraced all art. He refused to
compartmentalise artists or
movements into “insiders vs
outsiders”.

Artist Sudhir Patwardhan
described him as “generous™.
“He viewed the artistic eco-
system as an expansive garden
where every unique expression
holds value. One of his state-
ments, I remember, was ‘Art is

like agarden where each flower
is beautiful on its own’.”

Photographer Rohit
Chawla, who photographed
Chowdhury two years ago for
his book, Portrait of an Artist,
captured that same unpreten-
tious nature from behind the
lens, noting: “He was a true art-
ist, minus the bombast.”

“Most artists are uncomfort-
able in front of the camera be-
cause they want to project a cer-
tain image of themselves. But
he was easy in his skin,” he
added.

Keeper ofthe Art

Chowdhury served as the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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‘Must protect banking’

equally imperative,” he said.

“The nature of cyber threats
is evolving today. We cannot
counter such emerging chal-
lenges using outdated systems,
obsolete training modules, or
legacy tools. This necessitates
modern infrastructure along-
side skilled human resources. It
is precisely here that the role of
thisnew Cybersecurity Training
Institute becomes critically im-
portant,” he said.

Modi’s remarks come amid
recent cybersecurity-related
incidents at some prominentor-
ganisations, with artificial intel-
ligence (Al)-linked fears com-
pounding concerns.

Earlier this week, the State
Bank of India — India’s largest
publicsectorlender —acknowl-
edged that the personal data of
some of its customers was ex-
posed on the dark web, includ-
ing their mobile numbers, ad-
dresses and loan details. “The
bank has experienced an inci-
dentinvolvingthelossof certain
data,” thebanksaid in a stockfil-

ing on October 21.

Last week, the Indian Com-
puter Emergency Response
Team (CERT-In) said that AI
agents had gained unauthorised
access to live systems of Indian
organisations, and their re-
corded activity involved access-
ing business records, including
personal data and confidential
material, through credentials
and connection settings ex-
posed in application configur-
ations, public code repositories
and permissive cloud service
roles. The Indian Express re-
ported that companies in the IT
services and financial services
were among those hit by these
agents from Anthropic and
OpenAl

In his speech, the PM said
that while the past decade was
about extending banking ser-
vices to those who didn't have
access before, the coming dec-
ade would be about making
banking more efficient and
trustworthy. “This requires ro-
bust data centres and powerful

Siang dam protests

Sources in the hydropower
PSU acknowledged that opposi-
tion to the project showed no
signs of abating despite what
they described as “pro-people
CSR activities” and the appoint-
mentofapublicrelationsagency
to build local support.

NHPC awarded Mumbai-
based Concept Public Relations
aone-year, Rs8.73-crore contract
inJuly 2025, with services begin-
ning the following month. The
engagement was subsequently
extended by three months, until
November 6,2026, at unchanged
rates, taking its value to approxi-
mately Rs1091 crore.

Thelatest violence came dur-
ingthisextended outreach cam-
paign.

OnFriday, security personnel
fired tear gasshellsatbandhsup-
porters in Geku who were de-
manding withdrawal of the
forces and scrapping of the pro-
ject. By late evening, groups of
young protesters had taken to
the streets in Pasighat, where
incidents of arson and vandal-
ism were reported.

On Saturday, Chief Minister
Pema Khandu expressed con-
cern and offered talks. On Sun-
day, Khandu posted on X: “Mis-
information and
misconceptionssurroundingthe
Siang Upper Multipurpose Pro-
ject are creating apprehensions
amongour people. Bridging this
information gap through facts,
transparency and open dialogue
isessential.”

Asenior NHPC official in Pa-
sighat said the company suffered
significant damage on Friday
night. “One office was com-
pletely gutted while the other
was partiallydamaged. A genset
was also destroyed. We have not
stepped out of our campus and
are not in a position to assess the
damage immediately,” he said.

On hiring the PR agency, the
senior NHPC official said: “We

hired them as a professional ser-
vice provider to put forward our
side, toconvey the factsaboutthe
project. This has helped as we
have many supporters in the
community who are not very
vocal because of the pressure on
them from the violent elements
who have been disrupting our
work.”

When contacted, Concept PR
declined tocomment onthe en-
gagement. Sourcesintheagency
said a team of more than 30
executives, including staff from
Delhi and Kolkata, was assigned
tothe project at Concept's Itana-
gar office. Most of them have
been withdrawn in the past few
days as the protests turned viol-
ent.

Thetender document forthe
PR assignment, reviewed by The
Indian Express, makesclearwhy
NHPC wanted professional per-
suasion. It identifies “growing
negative discourse” around the
dam project and acknowledges
concernsover submergence, dis-
placement, environmental dam-
ageandlandloss. The campaign
sought to reposition the project
as an opportunity for develop-
mentand improved livelihoods.

The strategy operated across
three distinct levels: Siang basin
(Ground Zero), Itanagar (state
capital) and New Delhi. Locally,
the agency wasto engage village
elders, community leaders,
priests, school headmasters, the
youth, NGOs and indigenous
groups. State-level outreach tar-
geted officials, NGOs and media,
while national messaging would
emphasise clean energy, water
security and national develop-
ment.

The monthly schedule man-
dated 40 project staff, two NGO
collaborations, 10 media-man-
agement engagements, four
community events, four local-
travel assignments, 10 local so-
cial-media influencers, two na-

Fertiliser sales decline

potassium (K) and sulphur (S)
in different ratios, followed by
11.7% for muriate of potash
(MOP).

The declines have been
much lower, at 0.6% and 1.4%
respectively, for di-ammonium
phosphate (DAP) and single
super phosphate (SSP).

A more significant fallout,
reflective of subdued farmer
offtake from the El Nifio-in-
duced dry weather conditions,
isthat of urea.

According to data from the
Fertiliser Association of India
(FAI), both production and im-
ports of this most widely con-
sumed nitrogenous fertiliser
during April-September 2026
have been 4.3% and 40.5%
higher relative to their corre-
sponding April-September
2025 levels.

This comes on the back of
the Government’s concerted
efforts at boosting imports of
liquefied natural gas to ensure
adequate feedstock availability
for domestic urea manufac-
turers. State-owned com-
panies have been pushed not
only to source more gas from
the US, Nigeria, Oman, Angola,
Cameroon, Australia and Nor-
way — to offset dwindling
supplies from Qatar and UAE
because of the Iran war and
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
— but also float international
tenders for direct imports of
the fertiliser.

The resultant increased
availability notwithstanding,

urea sales are 4.1% down year-
on-year (see table), marking
the first dip after 2021-22 and
from the record 39.6 million
tonnes of 2025-26 (April-
March).

“The main reason is poor
rains across the southern
states, Maharashtra’s Marath-
wada and Vidarbha regions,
Saurashtra and Kutch in Guja-
rat, Rajasthan, south Bihar, and
Assam. It has led to lower de-
mand from farmers. Last year,
many of them paid Rs 350-450
per 45-kg bag of urea, as
against its official maximum
retail price (MRP) of Rs 266.50.
This time, the black-market
rate has been within Rs 300, as
there is no physical shortage of
material or much desperation
among farmers to stockup,” an
industry source told The
Indian Express.

Rainfall during the south-
west monsoon season (June-
September) was 12.6% below
the normal long-period aver-
age for the country as a whole.
October, too, has registered an
overall 51.8% rain deficiency so
far.

Most global weather
agencies are forecasting the
present El Nino to persist as a
strong-to-very strong event
through January-March 2027,
before turning moderate-to-
weak towards April-May. Sub-
par winter precipitation and
higher-than-usual tempera-
tures from El Nino could, in
turn, impact crop plantings

computing systems,” he said,
emphasising the need to secure
the digital infrastructure.

Modi also alleged misman-
agement of the banking sector
by the previous Congress gov-
ernments. “Before 2014, there
was an entirely different era of
'phone banking'. A select few in
Delhi and those connected with
influential circles were granted
loans worth thousands of crores
through phone calls. Poor and
middle-class families required a
guarantor merely to open a
single bank account, whereas
under the Congress's phone
banking arrangement, thou-
sands of crores of rupees were
available anytime for the
wealthy. It was the consequence
of this very mismanagement
that pushed India'sbankingsys-
tem into the grip of NPAs (non-
performing assets), driving it to
the brink of ruin,” he said.

Modi said that while the na-
tionalisation of banks was done
in the name of the poor, “more
thanhalf” the country's popula-
tion remained outside the bank-
ing ecosystem until 2014. “The
banking sector was an example
of how ordinary families, the

tional-media engagements and
10 skilled communication offi-
cials.

The prescribed community
outreach included listening
sessions, public forums, closed-
door meetings with government
representatives and individual
relationship-building with in-
fluential figures. Stakeholder
mapping, sentiment assess-
mentsand adatabase of opinion
leaders were intended to guide
persuasion and feedback.

The media plan spanned
newspapers, television, digital
platforms and YouTube. Ex-
pected outputsincluded favour-
able news reports, opinion ar-
ticles, interviews, features,
press-release coverage and site
visits. The tender also sought sus-
tained relationships with media
outlets, crisis-response arrange-
ments and monitoring of cover-
age and public sentiment. Re-
ports were to track activities,
audience reach, community
feedback and shifts in percep-
tion.

Opposition to NHPC’s out-
reach predates the PR contract.

In March 2024, the Siang In-
digenous Farmers' Forum (SIFF)
demanded withdrawal of what it
said were NHPC CSR allocations
of Rs 16.61 crore to the Siang dis-
trictadministrationand Rs94.29
crore to Upper Siang, question-
ingtheuse ofthe money for gov-
ernment schemes.

The proposed dam project re-
mains at the pre-feasibility sur-
vey stage. The Government has
presented it as a strategic re-
sponse toChina’supstreamdam
plans, but it faces strong opposi-
tion from sections of the indigen-
ous Adi community over fears of
displacement, submergence of
ancestral lands, loss of liveli-
hoods and environmental dev-
astation.

In his X post Sunday, Chief
Minister Khandu alsowrote that
he met representatives of the Ar-
unachal Indigenous Tribes
Forum (AITF) and community
organisations “todiscussthe pro-

and fertiliser demand for the
upcomingrabi (winter-spring)
season, as well.

“The Government’s focus
now is just on urea and DAP. It
does not want any shortage in
these two politically most-sen-
sitive fertilisers, especially in
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab that
are headed for Assembly polls
in February-March,” the indus-
try source said.

In DAP, too, the supply posi-
tion is reasonably comfortable,
with sales happening at
around or marginally above
the government’s controlled
MRP of Rs 1,350 per 50-kg bag.

That is, however, affecting
the offtake of complex ferti-
lisers. Their MRPs are ruling
higher at about Rs 2,100 per
bag for the 20:20:0:13’ and Rs
2,400 for ‘12:32:16° and
10:26:26° NPKS grades.

“Complex fertiliser sales are
being hit from both the de-
mand and supply sides. On the
one hand, we have drought
and the government settingan
artificially low MRP for DAP,
despite it having a higher 46%
P and 18% N content. On the
other, there is an acute scarcity
of sulphur, without which no
manufacturing of any P-con-
taining complexes or even SSP
cantake place,” the source said.

FAI data shows domestic
production of complex ferti-
lisers and SSP plunging by
35.5% and 104% respectively in
April-September 2026 over
April-September 2025. This
hasbeenlargely courtesy of the
soaring import prices of sul-
phur ($1,000-1,100 per tonne
versus $300-400 a year ago).

poor and middle class, were de-
prived of basic necessities for
decades,” he said.

In contrast, he said, his gov-
ernment had brought banking
“toevery citizen”. “Today, India’s
banking sector stands among
the strongest in the world...
Today, through digital banking,
every household across the na-
tion has become a beneficiary,”
he said. He said that while debit
and credit cards were once li-
mited to the wealthy, they are
now accessible to every citizen,
becoming a symbol of both self-
respect and self-reliance.

Referring to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s speech
in Odisha in 1985 that of every
rupee sent from Delhi, only 15
paise reaches the people, Modi
said: “Now, every rupee sent
from Delhi reaches the bank ac-
count of the beneficiary in full.
This has been made possible by
the opening of nearly 59-60
crore Jan Dhan accounts”.

Modi said his government
had taken development from
the big cities to towns and vil-

lages. — With inputs from
SOUMYARENDRABARIKin
New Delhi

jectand strengthen our collective
efforts to spread awareness
across Arunachal Pradesh”. “Our
people deserve accurate in-
formation to understand the
project, its strategic importance
and the concernsassociated with
it,” he posted.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Ojing Tasing, MLA from
the Pangin constituencyinSiang
district, claimed that “85% ofthe
residents are okay with the pro-
ject”.
Tasing, who is also a State
Cabinet Minister, said, “The gov-
ernment has decided to con-
tinue with the PFR (Pre-Feasibil-
ity Report). I was at ground zero
and there was no unrest, es-
pecially where the proposed site
is. There is politics involved and
outsiders are provoking the vil-
lagers.” He said: “We have been
inviting affected stakeholders
time and again. Since water is a
national security issue, the Cen-
tral Government is also inter-
ested. So we will go ahead with
the PFR. Whatever unrest hap-
pened was created by Congress.”

However, Bosiram Siram,
president of the Arunachal Pra-
desh Congress Committee
(APCC), said the government
had “mishandled the entire situ-
ation”. “Unless the local people,
indigenousfarmersand villagers
are convinced, it is not possible
to implement the project be-
cause the landowners are reluc-
tant. The government did not
consultwith thelandownersand
a large population can be dis-
placed as a result of the project,”
Siram said.

Tajom Ejing, a resident of
Geku village in the Upper Siang
district, said the issue hasbeen a
longstanding one. “The current
situation is very tough because
residentsofthe affected areasare
notreadytoaccept the construc-
tion of the dam. The state gov-
ernment should speak directly
with the people but instead they
tend to deploy military forces,”
said Ejing, who is also a part of
SIFF.

Sulphurisabyproduct of oil
refining and natural gas pro-
cessing. Prior to the war, India
wasimporting sulphur mainly
from thelikes of Saudi Aramco,
QatarEnergy and Abu Dhabi
National Oil Company, whose
facilities have suffered damage
from Iranian missile and drone
attacks.

Butit’s not fertilisers alone.

Domestic despatches of
tractors also fell 18.1% to
1,19,667 units in September,
from 1,46,180 for the same
month of last year. Tractor
sales hit an all-time-high of
11.60 lakh units in 2025-26. The
first six months of this fiscal,
too, also posted a cumulative
8% growth over April-Septem-
ber 2025.

Anexecutive from aleading
tractor and farm equipment
company, however, attributed
the September sales decline
more to a shift in the festival
season calendar and base ef-
fect.

“Last year, the season began
early with Raksha Bandhanon
August 9 and Navratri-Dus-
sehra got over by October 2.
This time, Raksha Bandhan
was on August 28 and Dus-
sehra on October 20. The GST
rate cut on tractors (from 12%
to 5%) also took effect in Sep-
tember 2025. Both these factors
drove up industry shipments
by 45.4% year-on-year last Sep-
tember,” he said.

The executive said that
drought wasstill aconcern and
“we have to see whether and
how much our sales get im-
pacted in the remaining
months of this fiscal”.
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to data sourced from Prime In-
fobase in March 2020, retail
shareholding in NSE-listed
companies was 6.58% valued at
Rs 7.23 lakh crore; it jumped to
7.66% in June 2024 valued at Rs
33.16 1akh crore and dropped to
7.12%in March 2026 valued atRs
28.971akh crore.

In terms of demat investor
accounts with CDSL, they
jumped to 19.34 crore in Sep-
tember 2026 fromjust 2.12 crore
in March 2020.

Two, the confidence that do-
mestic mutual fund inflows
would, by and large, counter the
impact of any large-scale For-
eign Portfolio Investor (FPI) out-
flows, has taken a beating. For
almost a decade till 2024, do-
mestic funds had always seen
every large FPI exit as a buying
opportunity.

“Wearediscussingevery op-
tion,” a senior government offi-
cial told The Indian Express,
when asked if measures for
stock markets include a reduc-
tion or removal of capital gains
fax.

Global investors see the 12.5
per cent LTCG tax as very high
compared with similar leviesin

Earge

are widespread protests against
the PM, he won’t go anywhere.

A BJP worker has, mean-
while, filed a police complaint
against Kharge in the state.

As videos of his remark
emerged, Home Minister Shah
wrote on X, “This is not the first
time that the Congress party has
used abusive language against
Modi ji or his family. At times,
theyhave hurledinsultsathisre-
vered mother, at times called
him 'merchant of death,' and at
times mocked his poverty by cal-
ling him 'chaiwala.'Under Rahul
Gandhi's leadership, the Con-
gress party keeps crossing the li-
mits of indecency every day.”

Union Minister ShivrajSingh
Chouhan said he was “deeply
distressed” by the remarks. “One
would expect someone like
Kharge ji to refrain from using
such undignified language. In-
dia’s core values, traditions, cul-

‘T'rue artist’

‘Keeper of Art’ (now Art Direc-
tor) at Rashtrapati Bhavan for
1Syears (1972-1987), curating its
expansive art collection while
supervising its management
and conservation. He then
transitioned into academiclife,
taking on a teaching role at
Santiniketan.

It was here that contempor-
ary artist Mithu Sen first met
him, soon moving from stu-
dent to friend and then family.
Chowdhury would checkin on
her parents regularly and was
there with Sen when her father
passed away a few years ago.
For decades, Sen and her artist
husband Samit Das would,
without fail, meet Chowdhury
every time he was in Delhi.

Senrecalled one such meet-
ing, right after she had moved
to Delhi as a young, struggling
artist, when she lashed out at
Chowdhury, almost in tears,
complaining that he never of-
fered to write her recommen-
dations or help her network in
theindustry, ashe did for many
other students. A calm Chowd-
hury had replied, “Because I

other markets. For example,
China, Indonesia and Brazil,
among others have either nil or
very minimal capital gains tax.
What also hurts them and com-
pounds their problem is that
this tax has to be paid on rupee
gainsand notondollar gains (or
losses).

Section 72 of the Income-tax
Act, 2025 that deals with the
‘mode of computation’ of tax
saysthattheincome chargeable
under the head “capital gains”
shall be computed from the full
consideration of a capital asset
after deducting transfer ex-
penses, acquisition costs, and
improvement costs. Foreign cur-
rency conversion benefits are
provided to non-residents under
72 (6) of the Act for transferring
unlisted Indian company shares
or debentures to prevent no-
tional gains caused by rupee de-
preciation. However, this relief
explicitly applies only to non-
residents and excludes domestic
investors and FPIs.

The lack of an Al play, the
feeling of overvalued stocks de-
spite significant correction, and
rising interest rates across devel-
oped markets are being seen as

ture, and ethos have always dic-
tated that we show respect to-
wards those who have passed
away. In this country, we do not
usedisrespectfullanguage even
towards an enemy after they
have departed,” he said.

BJPnational president Nitin
Nabin said the remarks “reflect
the Congress party's ideological
bankruptcy”.

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary called Kharge’s lan-
guage “derogatory”. Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas) chief
Chirag Paswan said it was “es-
sential to maintain the decorum
oflanguage in publiclife and re-
spectthe dignity of the position",
while Union minister and Hin-
dustani Awam Morcha (HAM)
chief Jitan Ram Manjhi said,
"The Congress must understand
that abuses do not weaken a
leader. Instead, they expose the
mindset of those whouse them."

In his speech, Kharge tar-
geted the BJP, the RSS and the
Election Commission of India
(ECI), accusing the Modi-led

know you will do it on your
own. I just want to be proud of
you.” That moment changed
my life,” Sen said.

Sen remembered another
instance when she was prepar-
ing to travel to the US for the
first time. Chowdhury was wor-
ried she did not have enough
money for the visa, which at the
time cost Rs 10,000 — much
more than Sen was makingina
month.

When Chowdhury visited
Sen in Delhi and asked what
she was working on, she
showed him a piece of silk on
which she had embroidered
usingher own hair. He took the
work, returned after a few days
and handed her an envelope of
money, saying he wanted to
buy the work. “He did not give
me the money out of sympathy.
He treated me with respect,”
she said.

To Mitra, who founded Art
Exposure in 2018, Chowdhury
was more than a mentor. “He
was 87 and I am 31. He was my
mentor but also my friend. He
isthereasonIwasabletotakea
deep dive into the business of
art,” he said.

For Chowdhury, art was not
confined tothe studio. AsaTri-

Chhattis garh woman

Suryavanshi Tamre was at his
shop next to his house in Mohra
village in Bilaspur district, when
ateam from the Sipat Police Sta-
tion suddenly drove up, Lehra
recalls.

She ran out from a neigh-
bour’shouse and saw Tamre, 34,
beingbundled intoa police van.
“Hehadbeen caught earlier,and
let go. So, I thought they would
leave him in a day. But that was
the last time I saw him,” Lehra
says.

Tamre was arrested under
Section 34(2) of the Chhattisgarh
Excise Act, 1915, for allegedly
possessing 6 litres of mahua
liquor, worth Rs 1,200. A first-
time conviction under the Act
meansimprisonment of notless
than one year, extendable to
three years, and a fine of at least
Rs 25,000, going up to Rs 11akh.

When her brother Jagprasad
went to see Tamre at the police
station, he was not allowed to
meet him, says Lehra. “He saw
Shravan behind bars and was
told he had refused to eat the
food we sent.”

Tamre’s father Amritlal, who
lives nearby, was at school when
the police came, and got to know

about the arrest the next day.
Then, on January 21 night, he
says, a villager contacted by the
police informed the family that
Tamre had been taken to the
Chhattisgarh Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences Hospital in Bilaspur,
19 km away.

Amritlal says one ofhisother
sons rushed to the hospital im-
mediately, but the police did not
lethim in. When Sahildeo finally
managed to sneak in around 3
am on January 22, he found
Tamre dead.

Hospital records show
Tamre’stime of deathas6amon
January 22.

Says Lehra: “I don’t know
anythingthat happened after his
arrest, only that he suffered a
head injury.Idid notevengetto
see his body properly.”

Amedical report recorded no
external injuries on Tamre, but
the postmortem stated the cause
of death as “cardio respiratory
arrest due to head injury and its
complication, which is caused
byblunt objects”. It also recorded
“laceration on the occipital
scalp” with bleeding and no
stitches, multiple bruise marks,
swelling and bleeding from

New Delhi

*TAX ON GAINS
LONG-TERM CAPITAL GAINS

®Uniform12.5% tax rate (effective
July 23,2024). Holding period for
non-debt instruments — 1year for
listed securities, 2 years for other
assets.

® |ndexation benefit abolished for
assets transferred on or after July
23,2024.

ON DEBT: Capital gains from
unlisted bonds, debentures, debt
mutual funds and market-linked

debentures, irrespective of hold-
ing period, attract tax at appli-
cable income tax slab rates.

SHORT-TERM CAPITAL GAINS

Listed equity shares, equity-
oriented MFs, and business trusts
units under Section196 charged
20%tax. Other assets such as gold,
real estate taxed at applicable
income tax rates. Holding period —
less than 1year for listed securities,
less than 2 years for other assets.

holding back large scale FPI in-
flows. In this backdrop, an os-
tensibly adverse taxation struc-
ture is not seen to be helping.

Earlier this year on June 5,
the government scrapped the
withholding tax as well as long
and short-term capital gainstax
on foreign investors’ invest-
ments in government bonds to
attract overseas funds. Before
that, foreign investors paid 12.5
per cent taxon long-term capital
gains, 30 per cent on short-term
capital gains, and around 20 per
centwithholding tax on interest
income from their government
bond holdings.

In its latest research report
Ecowrap dated October12, State
Bank of India said the govern-

governmentand the pollbody of
manipulating electoral rolls to
influenceelection outcomes. He
alleged that the SIR was being
used to delete Opposition sup-
porters’ names. “If people'sright
to vote is not protected, the
country will move towards slav-
ery. This is the second freedom
struggle,” he said, urging people
todefend their votingrightsand
the Constitution.

Alleging “vote theft” in As-
sembly elections in Bihar, Maha-
rashtra, Haryana and West Ben-
gal, Kharge described the
resultinggovernmentsas “chori
ki sarkar (governments formed
through theft)” and demanded
their dismissal. He also sought
the resignation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
and therepeal ofa20231aw that,
he alleged, granted election
commissioners sweeping legal
immunity.

Attacking the RSS, Kharge
cited Shri Krishna Singh’s op-
position to untouchability and
his role in facilitating Dalits’

namool Congress Rajya Sabha
MP from 2014 to 2020, he also
sought to address the policy
and institutional challenges
facing the art community, in-
cludingthe question of GST on
artworks. He also created a
series of portraits of parliamen-
tarians, including then prime
minister Manmohan Singh, Si-
taram Yechury and Ghulam
Nabi Azad.

But it was the way he wore
his greatness with humility that
struck a chord with TMC MP
and party National Joint Secre-
tary Derek O’Brien.

“He was a diligent parlia-
mentarian who came prepared.
He came from civil society; a
lateral entry. What do all people
who come in as lateral entries
havetolearn from him? Not art.
Integrity,” O’Brien says.

“When we moved into our
parliament office about over a
decade ago, the walls were bare.
We only had a photograph of
Mamata di there, so I asked
Jogen da to give us one of his
paintings. And he did,” he
added.

Former CM Mamata Banetr-
jee called him the “pride of Ben-
gal and India”. — With inputs
from SWEETY KUMARI in Kolkata

penis.

Days after Tamre’s death,
lawyer Rajeev Kumar Dubey,
whoread abouttheincidentina
newspapet, contacted Lehraand
offered to represent her free of
cost.

Dubey told The Indian Ex-
press he first wrote to the officer
in-charge of Sipat Police Station,
seeking CCTV footage of the sta-
tion from January 18 to January
21,2024, while Tamrewasin cus-
tody. “We got no response. We
then approached the Bilaspur SP
and the DGP, Chhattisgarh, but
our pleas were ignored. Follow-
ing this, we approached the HC
in August 2024,” he says.

In December 2024, a Divi-
sion Bench of the HC ruled that
the State was liable to pay Rs 1
lakh in compensation, blaming
Tamre’s death on “negligence”
by officials. Dissatisfied with the
compensation, Lehra ap-
proached SC with Dubey’s help.

In August this year, an SC
Bench criticised the HC for
awardingwhatit called “meagre
compensation”, and for having
“completely overlooked the
prayer made for directing action
against the officers... responsible
for the custodial death”.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ment must seriously look into
anchoringhot money flowsinto
equity segment by extending
the holding period to say 2-3
years and abolishing the long-
term capital gains tax for equity.

Earlier this month, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said the debate on LTCG tax
is “healthy” and sheis “keen” to
hear about it. At the Bloomberg
New Economy, she also said
that both domestic and foreign
investors ask and comment
about the Long-LTCG tax and
the Securities Transaction Tax
(STT). The debate on “taxinthe
market” and the tax treatment
for all asset classes “has been a
very well discussed topic”, she
had said.

entryintothe Baidyanath Dham
temple in Deoghar in 1953, de-
spite resistance. Deoghar was
then part of undivided Biharand
isnow in Jharkhand.

Kharge alsoreferred totheal-
leged purification row at Ramlila
Maidan in Haldwani, Uttarak-
hand, after a public meeting he
addressed there on August 8.
The Congressalleged that therit-
ual amounted to caste discrimi-
nation against Kharge, a Dalit
leader. The organisation behind
theritual said it was intended to
restore the venue’sreligiousand
cultural sanctity. The BJP dis-
tanced itself from the organisa-
tion and denied any link to the
event.

Kharge said BJP leader J P
Naddahad apologised in Parlia-
ment and promised an inquiry,
but questioned whether it had
been conducted. He also criti-
cised Modi for not publicly com-
mentingontheincidentand re-
ferred to a case filed against
Rahul Gandhi over his remarks
during a visit to Uttarakhand.

AamirKhan

atthe parkinJuhuwherehewas
attacked on October 18.

In July this year, in a screen-
shotshared onsocial mediaand
an audio clip, a person claiming
to be Arzoo Bishnoi, a member
of the Lawrence Bishnoi gang,
threatened Khan over his mar-
riage to Gauri Spratton July 5, al-
leging that it was “against Sana-
tan Dharma and the nation”.
The message warned that the
gang “would not tolerate” such
acts and would “respond very
soon”.

Khan had later said in an in-
terview that Spratt was a Cath-
olic, and that none of his two
former spouses had converted to
Islam.

Multiple sources confirmed
to The Indian Expressthat while
Salman Khan may havebeen the
gang's target since 2018, he re-
mainsinaccessible duetohisse-
curity ring. This time, Aamir
Khanwasthe “morerealisticand
main” target when the alleged
shooters were sent from Ha-
ryanato Mumbai on September
20, the sources said.

Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice (Crime) Raj Tilak Roushan
did not respond to queries on
this.

“The shooters had been told
totarget Aamir Khan. While the
shooters claimed to not know
the motive, we suspect itisin
linewith the threat issued earlier
this year,” said an officer.

Based on the interrogation of
the accused and the police
probe, sources said the two al-
leged shooters, Phool Singh and
Rehan Ansari, visited the area
where AamirKhan'sresidenceis
located three timestoconducta
recce.In fact, when they arrived
in Mumbai on September 20,
they stayed at alodge in Bandra
East, close to the area where
Khan lives.

Accordingtosources, thetar-
get shifted to Shroff because the
alleged shooters found that
“Aamir Khan was away for film
shoots a lot, and when he came
to his residence, he did not step
out for days".

"After conducting arecce for
a few days in September and
meetingwith nosuccess, theac-
cused got intouch with Anil Pan-
dit towards September-end, and
a decision was taken to pivot to
Tiger Shroff,” police sources said.
US-based Pandit had claimed re-
sponsibility for the firing at
Shroff in a purported audio clip
inwhichhealsoindicated thatit
was linked tothe Lawrence Bish-
noigang,
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AURAV SHARMA (21) did

Hindi Honours with re-

search at Kirori Mal Col-

lege. He was among the

higher scorers in his batch.

This year he could not get
into Delhi University’s one-year master’s
programme, and he is now taking a part-
time course in Portuguese.

Had he been ontrack, Gaurav would be
closer to his goal of becoming an assistant
professor. The National Education Policy’s
(NEP) one-year master’s was meant to save
him a year before applying for a PhD or ap-
pearing for NET. Instead, he is before the
Delhi High Court, waiting for a way ahead
and hoping it will ease his parents’ growing
anxiety about his future.

He is one of roughly 4,000 students
from DU’s first four-year undergraduate
batch who are in limbo, with no certainty
of a seat in the one-year master’s course
under the NEP. They have already lost the
academic year 2026-27. At least 50-60 of
them have been before the Delhi High
Court since August, challenging how the
university chose who getsin.

The courtis now looking for away toac-
commodate more students without dis-
turbing the 2,500-o0dd already admitted,
who are about to complete a semester.

According to DU’s dean of admissions,
Haneet Gandhi, about 2.51akh students ap-
plied in 2022, when the university adopted
the NEP structure, for the 72,600-odd seats
on offer. Around 23,000 students continued
tothe fourth yearin 2025, accordingto Gan-
dhi, while the rest graduated with a three-
year degree.

Roughly 14,000 have applied for the
one-year PG programme. “We were not an-
ticipating that so many would opt to con-
tinue with academics and itis an extremely
welcome change,” Gandhi says.

DU hasonly about 3,000 seats for the pro-
gramme, including School of Open Learning
(SOL) seats. About 1,800 students are now
admitted in the regular course. DU is admit-
ting more or less anyone who applies for an
SOL seat, says Gandhi, with nearly 4,000 stu-
dents admitted under SOL. Students before
the High Court say thisstill leaves out 4,000-
5,000 whowantto pursue aone-year regular
master’s.

“Weweretolditwasa

lucrative pathway”

In 2022, DU admitted its first batch
under the NEP2020’s Undergraduate Cur-
riculum Framework (UGCF). It was a four-
year degree, followed by a one-year
master’s. Students could do four years of
Honours with research in a single disci-
pline, or a four-year bachelor’s with a Major
in a multidisciplinary course. Students
could also exit after three yearswith abach-
elor’s degree, or with Honours if they had
studied asingle discipline. Alittleless than
half of those admitted in 2022 chose to con-
tinue into the fourth year.

Gauravwasone of them. “We saw value
inthe four-year programme, thinking that
it comprises a research component. At the
end of third year, when we had an option
to choose whether we want to continue
with the fourth year or exit with an honours
degree in third year, our professors advised
and encouraged us to opt for the four-year
course, assuring us that it is a lucrative
pathway,” he says.

Anshika Mishra did four-year English
Honoursat Shyama Prasad Mukherji College
for Women. She had a plan for where the re-
search year would take her career, and, like
Gaurav, she stayed on for the fourth year. She
has no master’s seat either, and is now writ-
ing content for an NGO without pay.

Students who exited after three years
could sit the CUET-PG and move straight
intoa master’s course. Those who stayed on
learned only later that a priority list would
decide who got the limited seats.

“Had we known earlier that there
would be a priority-system in admissions
to the one-year PG course, I could have
opted for other pathways,” she says. “I

Thefourth-year

1TRAP

About 4,000 students from Delhi University’s first four-year undergraduate batch have no seat
in the one-year master’s course they were promised. Sohini Ghosh and Sophiya Mathew
report on alost year, and on the students now asking the Delhi High Court for a way forward.
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2.5lakh

Nearly 2.5 lakh stu-
dents applied to
DU's UG programme
in 2022. DU adopted
the NEP UG frame-
work (UGF) that year,
ushering the first
batch under the new
programme.
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72,600

Around 72,600 stu-
dents were admitted
t02022 UG pro-
grammein DU
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(Top) Gaurav Sharma with Anshika Dubey and Priyanshu Pandey; (above) Dubey and
Sharma with Anshika Mishra at Delhi University. ABHINAV SAHA/ PRAVEEN KHANNA

could have appeared for CUET-PG and
exited in the third year itself.”

Double thework, and
stillbehind

Priyanshu Pandey (21) did a multidisci-
plinary BSc at Rajdhani College, with a
Major in Electronics and minors in physics
and math. He had to complete SO credits
over four years. Students who exited after
three years had to complete 24.

“That’scoveringdouble the creditsinan
extra year,” he says. “Ilaboured for four
years, studying nearly double the subjects,
butIam now not getting a seat.”

The three-year graduates, he pointsout,
are already admitted to master’s courses.
“Had we been on track, I would have com-
pleted my masters by 2027.”

With his year wasted, Pandey is working
as a home tutor on the side.

His position comes from how DU ranked
applicants. Under the 2026-27 admission
policy for the one-year PG course, students
with a four-year Honours degree with Re-
search or Entrepreneurship in the relevant
subject are in the first priority category, P1.
Those with a four-year programme degree
and a Major in the subject are in P2. P1 can-
didates must be considered before P2 appli-
cants, so amultidisciplinary student with a
higher CGPA can be considered after an
Honours graduate with alower score.

DU has defended the ranking, saying
the “difference between the two pathways”
under the UGCF “begins at the onset of
undergraduate admissions for itself,” with
Honours involving more stringent admis-
sion criteria. The university’s Grievance
Redressal Commiittee, in an order on Sep-
tember 9, held that there is a “difference in
academic rigour” between students in

single-discipline and multidisciplinary
programmes.

Mishra also questions the use of CGPA
as a criterion. “Why is CGPA a criteria?
CGPA differences also appear from college
to college. Some colleges may have a self-
imposed unsaid ceiling of marks they
award, and that automatically puts us at a
lower footing then. The practice so far has
been CUET-PG for postgraduate admis-
sions. Even Ambedkar University used
CUET-PG as a deciding factor for admis-
sions to its one-year postgraduate pro-
gramme.”

Therulesthat arrived

afterthe exams

OnJuly 4, DU offered its first-ever one-
year postgraduate programme under NEP
2020: around 1,000-odd seats for nearly
23,000 graduates of its four-year pro-
grammes. Students say the seats were too
few, and that by the time the bulletin was
issued, several other universities had
closed their admissions. On July 31, the
university revised the seat matrix to
around 2,500, which also fell short.

“The Bulletin of Information came after
we completed our final exams in June, in
July,” Gaurav says.

However, DU says it uploaded the bull-
etin in December 2025 and the seat matrix
in November 2025. It says the executive
council resolution on eligibility and seats
went up on itswebsite on January 2, “more
than six months in advance of commence-
ment of admissions,” and that it emailed
heads of departments on January 13 to pass
the information on to students.

Abha Dev Habib, professor of Physics at
MirandaHouse, says studentswere letdown
by the delays. “There was a delay in notifi-
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23,000

Around 23,000 of the
first batch of 2022
NEP UGF entrants
optedto continue
their fourth yearin
2025, while remain-
ing opted to grad-
uate with athree-
yeardegree.

14,000

Nearly 14,000
applied for the one-
year PG programme
introduced by DUin
2026. This pro-
gramme was aimed at
those who had under-
taken the 4-year UGF
under NEPinDU.

3,000

DU saysitinitially
announced 1,063
seats forits 1-year PG
programme but then
increased it to about
3,000 seats. Around
1,800 have taken
admissioninthe1-
year PGregular
course, according
toDU.

49000

DUsaysit has
admitted around
4,000studentsinits
school of openlearn-
ing, the distance-
learning mode

Nearly 4,000
studentsremainin
limbo withan
academic year lost

The much-touted

programme has not
worked as intended. Very
few students have enrolled
this academic year... The
problems with this
framework can’t be resolved
through minor changes

RUDRASHISH CHAKRABORTY,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH,
KIRORIMAL COLLEGE

Had we known earlier that
there would be a priority-
system in admissions to the
one-year PG course, I could
have opted for other
pathways. I could have
appeared for CUET-PG and
exited in the third year itself

ANSHIKA MISHRA, ENGLISH
HONS GRADUATE, SHYAMA
PRASAD MUKHERJI COLLEGE

cations at almost every stage. So the stu-
dents’ academic cycle hasbeen disrupted.”

No seat, high fees,
and few options

Anshika Dubey (22) did four-year Eng-
lish Honours with research at Sri Auro-
bindo College. She says private universities
are charging around Rs 3 lakh for the one-
year course. “We completed our undergrad-
uate paying around Rs S0,000-60,000 com-
bined for the four years.”

Mishra says she and others raised their
concerns with the university repeatedly.
“We held repeated discussions with the uni-
versity administration. Where do the rest
go? There is an option to take admission in
aschool of open learning course, but what
is the career prospect after that? We did re-
search for a year in my four-year course,
there was a certain plan I had in my mind
for my career trajectory.” That open-learn-
ingrouteis where DU is now sending many
of those left out. For Aaditya Tripathi, a His-
tory graduate from Hansraj College, itis not
an easy answer. He says he faces nearly Rs
1.9 Iakh in additional living expenses, and
another year of study. “Due to thisrandom
policymaking by DU, my one year would be
wasted,” he says.

Unsure of the best course, Tripathi has
enrolled in atwo-year MA in History at DU
as a “safer option.” He is also trying for the
one-year programme through the School
of Open Learning (SOL), but worries about
how the two kinds of degree are valued. “An
open degree hasadifferent worth,” he says.

The uncertainty is hardest on outstation
students, who must pay to live in Delhi. Tri-
pathi, from Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh, es-
timates his monthly expenses at Rs 15,100-
16,100: Rs 7,100 in rent, around Rs 4,000 on

New Delhi

food, Rs 2,000 on travel to classes and Rs
2,000-3,000 on miscellaneousitems. Overa
year, that comestoroughly Rs1.81-1.931akh.

He says a meeting was held with
members of the college-level committee
tasked with implementing the fourth year,
but students got no clarity on admission
criteria for the one-year master’s. The
guidelines, he says, came only when the
prospectus was out around May. “What
happened was very shocking. This should
ideally have been clarified in the third year
or at the end of the third year.”

His parents in Gorakhpur are deeply
disturbed by the turn of events, he says,
and the family feels helpless as he weighs
his options.

From individual complaints
toacourtcase

Students first approached the Delhi HC
asking that the allocation rules in the Bull-
etin of Information be setaside “tothe extent
it discriminates against the petitioners.”

On August 31, the court disposed of one
petition filed by a group of students and
told DU’s Grievance Redressal Committee
to “decide the above larger issue within
three days and pass a speaking order.” On
September 9, the Committee upheld the
priority system and the CGPA requirement.
Several scores of students are now back in
court challenging that order and seeking to
quash the admission criteria DU issued in
July. The court has asked for an equitable
proposal to accommodate more students,
and will hear the matter next on October 27.

Gandhi says that “toaccommodate all,”
DU has now introduced direct entry to a
PhD forundergraduates, without NET asa
prerequisite but subject to an entrance test
and other criteria set by the university. The
number of seats is yet to be decided, she
says, “depending on the number of appli-
cants we receive.”

“Ourinfrastructure and resourcesare li-
mited, and a PhD does not require separate
classrooms, it is more based on interper-
sonal interaction with the scholar’s profes-
sor, and research-oriented,” Gandhi says.
“Having more PhD scholars is also some-
thing our teaching staff is willing to have
more of, also from the perspective of fur-
thering research.”

Was the fourth year worth it? Teachers
say the problems began with the
frameworkitself. When DU introduced the
UGCF in 2022, some Academic Council
members opposed the hurried approval of
syllabi, saying students were being asked to
join before the full framework and evalu-
ation scheme were clear. “Syllabi were also
passed semester-wise, but suddenly the
system changed. Neither teachers were
equipped, nor was there any mentorship.
The students really got lost,” Habib says.

Enrolment in the fourth year is falling.
In a letter dated July 10 to the Dean of Col-
leges, the Delhi University Principals’ As-
sociation (DUPA) said around 30% of stu-
dents opted for the fourth year in 2025-26,
and only a limited number had so far
shown interest for 2026-27.

Rudrashish Chakraborty, associate
professor of English at Kirori Mal College,
says: “...the much-touted fourth year under
NEP-UGCEF has not worked as intended.
Very few students have enrolled for the
fourth year this academic year, clearly be-
cause the experience of the last year sug-
geststhat students have been left uncertain
about what comes next. The framework is
structurally flawed, and its problems can-
not be resolved through minor changes.”

Teachers warn that the new criteria
could raise dropout rates and discourage
students from taking multidisciplinary
courses. Since Major graduates are placed
behind Honours graduates for postgradu-
ate study in the same subject, they say, fu-
ture batches may reconsider whether to
continue into the fourth year.

For the first batch, that reconsidering
has come too late. “Today, we don’t know
where to go,” Gaurav says. “Our professors
too are helpless.”
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Carrying Forward a

Legacy of 35+ Years
Built by Yashoda Group of Hospitals

Yashoda Medicity

Marks One Year of Advancing Healthcare

YASHODA MEDICITY
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Devansh Mittal

23, revealed that Election Com-

birth and address. It should

On thelastday of SIRcmps BL()s wait, 2o door to door

New Delhi, October 25

AT THE MCD school in East
Delhi’s Chilla village, the Booth
Level Officer (BLO) says he has
notreceived evenasingle Form-
6 application to enroll new
voters through the day. In New
Moti Bagh, the BLO says he
visited 42 houses over five hours
and got four Form-6 applica-
tions. In Sarai Kale Khanvillage,
the BLOwaited at the local MCD
school “frommorningtoaround
noon” with other BLOs, “but no
one came” to get enrolled.
Even on the last day of the
Election Commission's special
campsbeingheld across Delhito
enrol votersleft out oftherollsin
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR), BLOs mostly found them-

selveswaiting forresidents. The
few that came forward, they
said, were those who wanted
helptoresolve noticesthey were
issued for not being able to link
to the 2002 electoral roll.

Delhi had around 145 crore
electors before the SIR began.
When the draft electoral roll was
published on August 31, around
97.5 lakh names were retained,
while around 47.5 lakh electors
were classified as “uncollectible”
after BLOs found them to be
ASDD (absent, shifted, deceased
or having duplicate entries). So
far, only around 4.7 1akh people
have applied to be included in
the electoral roll through Form-
6 applications in Delhi.

ManojJeena, whoworksina
transformer factory in Loni, his
wife Meenati and their two

UJVIN Ltd.

[An Utlarakhand Gawvl, Er|11:r|'.|r|.~':4:.~':!

M., "ULIWAL" Mah

Telephone-

S Road. Dehradun=-248006
ax: 0135-27T63508
LIFWHL CIN Mo. L4011 01UR2001! B Website: www.ujvnl.com

RO No. 994 e-TENDER NOTICE Date: 24.10.2026

The office. of Executive Engineer Project Distribution Division, Dakpathar
(D Dun) invites online bids from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is
given below:-

Tender No. E-PDD-08/2026-27

Mame of Wark: Procuremeant of spares for J3kV Lines & associated nabwork
from Dhakrani - Chibro” under PDD.

Estimated cost: 1. Rz, 19,953,548/ # GST exira

Date of availability of bid document on website : 26,10 2026 from 1800 Hrs
Last date for submission of bid on website : 18.11.2026 Uplo 16.00 Hrs.

For eligibiity criteria and full & further details, kindly visit e-procurement poral
hittps:/fuktenders.gov.in/" Executive Engineer, PDD

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

FORM NO. CAA 2
[Pursuant to Sectlon 230 (3) and Rules B and 1)
BEFORE THE HATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL BEMCH AT CHANDIGARH
CA (CAA) No. 32IChd!Hry 2028
In e mintler of gachiong 230 8 232 aof e Companies Act, 7015 read with Campanies | Compramigas,
Arranoemants ard Aimalgamaticns) Rules, 26 and In the matter of Composite Schame of
Arrangement betwaen Aadhar Tours & Trewvels Private Limided, Prahlad Suppliers Private Limiled
Ehrea Shiv Shekti Paridhan Privats Limiled, Diles Irvestmand Privafe Limitad, Sach Realtars Privete
Limitgd, Shoelainalh Properies Private Limied, Divya Bulldman Privade Limibed, Danta Tradalink
Private Limsted, Fartune IT Barvices Private Limited, Fripg Infrastructure Private Limited Kalkin
Prophud Private Limited, MCCL Baildwall Privase Limisad, MECL Indusiries Privase Limitad, Mehak
Compitech Sarvices Private Limmed, Treva Intotach Privatle Limiled. Sweal Homwe Builcall Privale
Limsad, Ample Holels and Rasods Privale Limiled, Uniguo Fsoiman Considfancy Frivale Limied
M2E Dewalopers Private Limited, fagarwal Prop-Balld Privata Limited, Elite Homes Private Limied
Badan Realtach Privale Limited, Redhay Buiddhame Privade Limited, Jeinco Finfags=a & Invasimenl
Privaba Limited and Manyi Compubach Privata Limilad and (hair raspective shareholders

ELITE HOMES PRIVATE LIMITED
(CIN | LMSI0THRZ0DSPTC 144487), PAN | AABCESITAF
Reqd, Off . M2K Conporate ®ark, Ddth Floor, Block-M, Mayfield Gardan, Sector-51, Gurgaon Sector
45, Gurga-:ln Sectar -45, Haryana, India. 122003
wonpplicanl Company 210 Demenged Company 1Mransferar Company 21
SADAN HEALTEI'.‘H FHI".I'A.TE LIMITED
(CIN  UBATIOHRMIPTCOTS38T), PAN @ AANCSIE440
Hl?-;]l'.l. Off. MI2K Corparate Eark Grmrn Floar, Block-M, Maylield Gardan, Sector-51, Gurgaon
Secior 45, Haryana, Indig, $22003

5 -Applican| Company 220 Demerged Company 2Transferar Company 22
HEI"HE E AHD AD‘-‘ERTIEEHEHT OF MOTICE OF THE MEETINGS OF UNSECURED
CREDITORS OF THE APPLICANT COMPANY 21 AND APPLICANT COMPANY 22
Molice & hereby given thal by arder datéd Seplember 29, 2026 ("'Order’}, ihe Chandigarh Bench
of tha National Company Law Tribuma! [ MCLT™ or “Tribunal’) has direcied meetings ta be hald
ol the msecured creditors of Applicant Campany 21 and ﬂ.pnlu:n'll Company 22 for the purpose
af cansidening, and Il tought 1L aparenng wilh of wilhoul medification, the schefme of Arangement
between Aamnar Tours & Travels Private Limited. Prafhled Suppers Private Limited, Shree Shev
Shakti Panidhan Privaie Limitad, Ditsa invesimant Private Limiled, Sach Realices Private Limiled
Shentalmath Proparlies Private Limiled, Divea Bulldmard Privarle Limited. Danla Tradalink Private
Limitad, Forlutia |7 Servicas Private Lamibed, Frigg Infrastructure Privale Limded, Kalkin Propbuile
Private Limited, MCCL Bulidwall Privata Limied, MCCL ndustries Private Lamited. Mehiak Computach
Services Private Limited, Trewa Infatech Private Limited, Sweet Home Bulldwed Privata Limiled,
Amgle Holals and Resorls Privabe Limitad, Uniqua Finman Cenzultancy Privale Limited, M2K
Developers Private Limited, Agoarwal Prop-Busld Private Liméed, Elite Homes Private Limited, Sadan
Rialtach Private Limited, Badhey Bulldheme Private Limiled, Jafncs Fnlease & Investment Private
Limied and Mams Compuiech Privabe Limited and their respective sharehoiders {"8cheme’)
In pursuanca of the said Ordar and as direcled therein, furlber nofice 15 heraby given that the
meslings of the wnsecured crediloes of the Applicant Comgany 21 and Agpicant Company 22 wil
be hald an a5 under
S. | Wame of Applicant Company
I_Hﬂ- |

Day, date and me of meeting

'1111 lﬂ*

Atan SIR camp inside a government school in Delhi’s Chilla Village, Sunday. ABHINAV SAHA

daughters had been issued no-
tices for not being able to link
themselvestothe 2002 electoral
roll, when the SIR last happened.
“Iwasavoterthen,butIdon’tre-
member any details and
whetherIwasregistered in Delhi
ormy villagebackthen, whichis
why I did not fill that column,”
said Jeena, who had been called

CHITTARANIAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

il Open E-Tender {o)

Mo COSCRIPUB e-Tender/ 190162,
Drate: 2X/0002026.. The Following
E-Tenders can be accessed under the link
www.ireps.goviin, Offers for such
e=Tender con be submijted only
electromically by accessing the link
www.irepsgovin — login — E-Tender
Stores/Supply. Vendors may slso contact
the following officials to oblain
clanfication regarding particular tender
of IREPS related information if any, Dy
CMMM-I/CLW/Chittaranjan,
QIEIFR0TOT or AN S1633307(00G.
Office Address: Office of The PCMM/
CLWAChitaromjan. 51 Mo, Tender Mo, ;
Briel Description of Teem; Qurantiiyvg
Earnest Money Deposit (Hupees):
Tender Closing Date & Time (I5T) arc
a5 tollows: []; 74263TES. Set of Mn
Fins and Bushes for Brake CGear
Arrangement-and detals for WAG-S1C
Locon, Dietailes of deaw i|'||_g 44 e -I'._".|1|.'-|::|||'f.'
Mo V%0025 specn: IRS-R 65778
[ Warranty Period: 20 Months atter the
dote of delvery]; 5000 Sct; T 1100000,
D310 2020 af 1100 AM, [B2]; 74263784,
Briake Gear Armangement and Derails
withaut Mno Pins amdd bushes and without
Adr Broke Cylinder for WAG-9HC
locomotive. ps per Dirg Mo, T2068-01 .1 16-
59 Alt-5, Catepory Moo WO HIZE
[Warranty Period; 20 Months after the
dane of delivery], S0 Set, < 223800000,
PTI2020 at 10 :040 AN

PHE/526 PCNMINAC LW/ Chittaranjan

Visit mg ont wiww.Facehonilcomichwirailways

Classifieds

1. | Elitle Homes Pnvate Limied | Saturday, Novembar 28, 2028 at 10:30 AM {10:30 Hrs))
2. | Sadan Raahech Privale Limied Eath-:Ia\' Movernbar 28, 2026 at 11:30 AM -,11 30 Hrs})

The Unsacured Creditors arme requested to attend the respechiva meetings, only through video
canderencirg {"WC0") in comphance with tha pravisicns of the Companies Act, 2013 (CAct) read wilh
Comganics (Compromsas. Arangements and Amakjamalions] Rules, 2016 ("Rules™] and othet
applicanle rules, 1he applicable general circidars issued by tha Ministy of Corparate Affars for
conducting general meating through VEOAWM and providing e-waling facilily ard Secredarial Standard
an General Maetings as issued by e Inslitule of Company Secralaras of ndia ("55-27)

The Applicard Company 21 and AppEcant Compary 22 hes complated the dispatch of the respeclive
nofices. glang with iha axpfanalory statamant as requirad wndar Secfion 102, 230 fo 232 and othes
applicable provisions of (he Act, read wilh Bule B ol the Rutes, and related annexures 10 e said
nobcns. by elgctronic mode (o those ensecursd cradilors who have already négistorad their emad
addrass wilth the &ppicant Company 21 and Applicant Company £2, end by spead postiragistenad
posd, 1o thase unsacuned creditors who hawea not registered therr email addrass with the Applicant
Company 21 and Applcanl Companyy 22

A& these maelings are baing held thaugh VO, physical allandancd of 1he unsecuned crédibars has
been dispansed with, Scceedingty, B Facilty e appaintment of proaias by IFe unsedured credilons
aof the Applicant Company 21 and Applicent Company 22 & not aveilable &t these meelings

The Han'ole MCLT hes appointed Mr, Cieep Chendra Joshi gs the Chairperson and M. G. 5 Sanin
ag the Scrufinesar of the said meatings: The abave mantioned Schema, d-appraved by requisite
raparily 2% por Seclion 230465 af e &L n the respective mesbngs, will ke Subpecd 16 e subseguent
aporgval of fie Monble NELT and such ofher approvals, permisssans and sanclions lrom any afher
requiatanystatutory sutheeties as may be desmed necesseny

E-Voling

in complignce with the provisions of the Cnder of the Hon'ble WCLT and Sacton 108 and ofher
apphicable pravisions of the Act read with Buls 20 of the Companies (Managemsani and Administration]
Rules, #0714, a5 amendad, 552, and - acctadancg wilh the fequengmsals prescribod by e
Minsiry of Corporate AMfairs for heiding peneral mestings through e-saling. (he Applicant Company
2% and Applicent Campany 22 ara providing the facility of ramota e-vofing bafore fha meatings and
e-vating during the meetngs through the faciity pravided by Matonal Securitiss Dapasitary Limitad
{(*NSDL™. The datailad |:m:||:u-r.ll.-ra far E|||.'3r'l:|I the mue:llru‘] thrcaugh VG and e-oling Harms par
of fhe nptes to the notieas of the: meetings Ie defalls of the remode e-woling are provided as
p.E.':aW._ Sl o
CL1—"H dase far E- '.u:nllrr;

PR marae T e P s e, t)

Sunday, March 15, 2026
~ WWednesday, November 25, 2026 81 U500 AW
Emi ol e rnmr:-‘& & .u:ullrg ;qur:l Friday, November 27, suea al toim) Py
The remate e-yoling module shall ke disacled by the 8500 bayond the aforessd date and fims,
The Applicant Company 27 and Applicant Company 22 ara also praviding the Tacildy af e-woling at
the respeslive meetings
A copy of the said nolices along with 1ha explanatory stalemsant under section 230 rw. 232 of the
Acl and related annéxuees including the Scheme, can be abitained free of charge al th regislened
offica af the Appliicant Company 21 and Applicent Company 23 or from the suthorized representstives
af the respactive companies ramely, Mr. Bakesh Kumar, inleassjaincogigmail cam,
Veling rights of Ihe unsecured creciors of the Applicant Company 21 shall ba i proporiion i he
outsiandng amawnt due o them by the Applicent Company 21, 35 on the cui-off date, ie, March
15, 2026, A person whoza nama sopaars in the list of unsacwmed credibars a2 an the cut-alf date
anly shal be entitled o vwls
Vioting rights of the unsesured credSors of the Apalicant Compary 22 shall b2 proporion fo the
outslandng amaunt due o them by tha Apolicant Company 22, 35 on the cul-off dade, Le, March
15, 2026, & pesson whose name appears i the st of unsacwied creditars as an the cutafl date
anly zhad be entitfed o vaba,
Unsecurad credilors will b’ pravidad the Tecilty far e-valing during the respachva meatngs. and
those who have nol deeady cash iBesr vole on e resclulion by remolé eaoling (prior b he
mesating] will b2 eligitle 1o 2xerc=s ther riphts o vate on such resciution at e meesing, Unsacurad
cradibar wha have casl thair vole an resoluban by ramabe a-valing (orior b the maating) will at2a b
eligibée o participate At the meeling throuah W tul shall pot be entitied o cast their vate on such
resciution egain
Any Unzacwad credibor requiring any assislancaidarification regarding (ke mestings may write on
eviding@nsdl com ar finfeasejaincoiigmail com

St

Mt Deap Chandra Josh

Chalrparscn sopointed by Hom'ble MCLT - Chandigarh
CA (CAAL Mo 320Chd! Hryf202G

Place: J.=mu|

Dated this - 26,10.3)26

PERSONAL

I Manya Pant Tiwari W/O,
Bhaskar Chand R/0 1201a 13th
Floor Tower P Amrapali Silicon
City Sector 76 Noida (u.p.)
201301 have changed my name
to ManyaPant. 0040885242-1

I, Chanchal Sharma D/o
Pushkar Nath SharmaR/o Plot
No-80, Haibat Pura,Najafgarh,
Delhi-110043 my mother’s
name has been wrongly
written as Bimla Deviin my
10th Class educational
documents.my mother’s
atcual nameis Vimla Sharma.

0071067680-1

I, Km SURABHI SRIVASTAVA W/0o
ASHISH VERMA R/o Flat-2203,
Tower-N15, Jaypee Aman,
Sector-151, Noida,
PO:Knowledge Park-1,Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201310 have changed my name
From KM SURABHI
SRIVASTAVA to SURABHI
VERMA for all future Purposes.

0071067739-1

I, Suraj Duggal, S/0 Shri Mohan
Lal Duggal, R/0 D-401,Anand
Lok Society,Mayur Vihar
Phase-1,Delhi-110091,have
changed my name to Suuraj
Duggall for all purposes.

0040885340-3

I, Udayapratap s/o, Naresh
Singh R/o, Bisahada, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UttarPradesh-
201008 Have Change My Name
To Uday Pratap Singh
Shishodia 0071067677-1

I, Arunn Bhhati S/o Dharampal
Singh Bhati R/0 B-8, Block-B,
New Ashok Nagar,Vasundhra
Enclave, East Delhi, Delhi-
110096 have changed my name
to Arun Bhati 0071067749-1

by the BLO at Chilla.

The BLO said that there are
very few registered addressesin
the village. In the electoral rolls,
in place of house numbers, most
addresses of electors mention
just “CV”or “Ch”. “Itisnearly im-
possibletolocate electorsin this
area, that is why we are calling
them to camps to resolve their

notices,” the BLO said.

On September 29, the Elec-
tion Commission directed the20
states and Union Territories
where the SIR has been com-
pleted to run a “special drive” to
enrol voters “left out” of therolls.
Themove came daysafteranin-
vestigation by The Indian Ex-
press, published on September

missioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi had ob-
jected on record 14 times in 10
months to steps taken by the
Commission under Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, including adding new
voters and deleting names.

In Delhi, such camps were
being organised on most week-
ends, since September 20, at
government schools and offices
for residents of nearby areaswho
want their names included in
the electoral rolls after being
struck off the draft rolls. Sunday
marked the final day of these
special camps --although all SIR-
related applications can still be
filled, submitted till October 30.

Nineteen-year-old Harsh
Kumar, who studies at KCC Col-
lege in Noida and recently be-
came eligible to vote, was
among the few who had come
to the Chilla camp to be en-
rolled as a fresh elector. He has
an Aadhaar Card and an elec-
tricity bill as proof of date of

have been easy to enrol him.

However, the BLO got stuck
at the declaration section that
seeks the status of the appli-
cant’s parents vis-a-vis the last
SIR. Harsh’s father Vinod was
not even in the BLO’s list of
electors.

The BLO told Harsh to get
his father’s Voter ID and, in the
meanwhile, started looking for
his father’s name in lists of
other BLOs. “How many times
will we have to come with docu-
ments just to get enrolled?”
asked Harsh.

Nearly 20 km to the west in
New Moti Bagh, where a
number of bureaucrats reside,
BLO Deepak Grover faced other
challenges. “In this area, people
don’t come for camps, so we
have to go door to door and ask
people if anyone wants to get
enrolled in the electoral rolls,”
he said.

Grover started his morning
at 10 am, ringing bells in the
GPRA New Moti Bagh, goingto

‘Won't stop till we get union’: Scuftles,
tight security mark Jamia stir on Day 14

Tabshir Shams, Pragynesh
New Delhi, October 25

OVER 100 SECURITY person-
nel on duty, students trying to
enter the varsity by climbing
walls covered in barbed wires
and metal spikes, alleged
scufflesbetween protestersand
security personnel, rallies and
sloganeering as protesters on
hunger strike kept themselves
locked inside the Department of
Political Science to ensure that
their fast could not be broken:
these were the scenes at Jamia
MilliaIslamiain Southeast Delhi
on Sunday as the students’ pro-
test seeking reinstatement ofits
union entered the 14th day.
Even as the varsity shifted the
classes online on Saturday, ten-
siondid notabateinand around
the campus with over 500 stu-
dents gathering to back the stir
on Sunday.

The protest site, near Gulis-
tan-e-Ghalib, thelibrary and the
canteen were cut off from out-
side. No students were allowed
inside.

Security personnel — from
Delhi Police, the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF),
and Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) —weredeployed bothin-
side and outside the campus.
“About 150 to 200 security per-
sonnel were deployed outside
the campus. Three people, who
were not students, were de-
tained from outside,” a senior
police officer said.

Theofficeradded thatan FIR
has been filed over the chaos
during the protest on Friday.
After the university authorities
lodged aformal complaint with
the Delhi Police against Con-
gress Lok Sabha MP Imran
Masood, RajyaSabha MPImran
Pratapgarhi and others, they
were named in the FIR. They
were accused of trespassing on
the campusand incitingunrest.

What students seek
On Sunday, the students

Security arrangements were stepped up at the university on
Sunday. TABSHIR SHAMS

wrote an email to Vice-Chan-
cellor Mazhar Asif and said the
hunger strike by five students
would be called off only after re-
ceiving a written assurance on
the acceptance of their de-
mands. The main demand is
the restoration of Jamia Millia
Islamia Students' Union
(JMISU), with a fixed election
date and schedule. The last
time the university held a stu-
dent union poll was in 2005.

Protesters have rejected the
administration's proposal to
draft a union constitution first
and set a deadline for the pro-
cess.Lubaib, a PhD scholar and
one of the organisers of the pro-
test, told The Indian Express,
“They (The university) shifted
classes online to stop the mobil-
isation. They have also started
vacating the hostels, but it has
had no effect on our resolve.
Students being stopped outside
are still joining us, by climbing
the wall.” He added, “We wrote
to the Vice-Chancellor today.
We have also approached the
administration informally,
hoping they would talk to us,
but they have not responded.
Wewill notback down until we
get astudents' union.”

Seeking an urgent meeting
with the Vice-Chancellor and
polls by November 30, pro-

testers have claimed that the
committee that the administra-
tion formed to engage with
them has not given a concrete,
time-bound commitment. Pro-
testers said they have drawn in-
spiration from Aligarh Muslim
University, where the adminis-
tration announced union elec-
tions after a prolonged hunger
strike by students.

According to a varsity offi-
cial, the administration has so
far held four rounds of talks
with the protesters.

“The sequence hastobefol-
lowed: first a constitution, then
the electoral roll, then the elec-
tion date," the official said, ad-
ding "After a 20-year gap, and
with the Lyngdoh Committee
recommendations and Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC)
regulations having changed,
this cannot be done in haste. A
draft constitution committee
has been formed and notified,
and we are responding posi-
tively to the students' de-
mands."

Protesters have cited the Su-
preme Court's 2006 judgment
in University of Keralav. Coun-
cil of Principals, Colleges, Ke-
rala and Others, and the Lyng-
doh Committee
recommendations, to argue
that draftinga constitution

| should not

GOVERMMENT OF TAMILNADU

Department of Prisons and Correctional Services

Tender Notification

1 For details, visit hitps inlenders.goy.ind
2. Tender & |réited by the Director Genersl of Police/Director General of Prisons and Correctional
Services, Chennal-8 for the supply of raw matorials and other miscellansous articles reguired for
prizon iIndustries for the yvear 2027-2028.
3. The Tender documents can be downloaded at free of cost in the website
hitps:ntenders gov.ind from 2610 2026 to 27.11 2026 wepto 10:00 AM
Last date and Time for downloading and submission of Tender Documanits.

1. [Last Date and Time for deramboading of Tender Documents

delay an-
nouncing
elections. In
the letter on
Sunday, they
also de-
manded un-
conditional
revocation of

e g R T —

27.11.2026 upto 10.00 A M.

all disciplin-

2. | Last Date and Time for Submission of Tender Documenis

27.11.2025 upto 10,00 A.M,

ary action

3. | Last Date and Time fior opening of Tender Documents

271120 at 1100 ALM.

since Oc-

4. Other details are available in Tender Documents.

tober 12,

CHFRL 30 L Tarsder /1058

(04 DERECTORA CERLRAL OF POLICE ! DIRECTOR GEMERAL OF PRISOMS
ARD CORRECT IOMAL SEAVICES

when the

FIR filed over unrest
on Friday names
Lok Sabha MP
Masood, Rajya
Sabha MP Imran
Pratapgarhi

protest started, including rusti-
cation, suspension, campus
bans and show-cause notices.
They have also sought the re-
moval of the Chief Proctor and
Security Advisor, citing the
treatment of students during
the agitation.

Tense scenes

Scuffle between students
and security personnel and
similar tense scenes unfolding
along Jama Masjid Road near
the Central Mosque, and near
the Department of Nanotech-
nology with students trying to
scale the walls marked the
afternoon of the 14th day of the
protest.

Around1pm, students from
the boys' hostel marched to
Gate No. 4 and were stopped.
Some were driven away in po-
lice vehicles, protesters
claimed. However, there was
no official confirmation on de-
tentions.

Near the Central Mosque,
the walls were topped with
metal spikes and rods. Students
scaled these walls anyway.

Among them was Jaffer, a
student of political science. His
grey trousers tore on the way up
and he got aminor bruise on his
thighs. Hejumped down onthe
other side, and he was inside
the campus.

Inside, hundreds of stu-
dents stayed around the protest
site.

Rallieswent out throughout
the day. "Our resolve has only
grown stronger," Ebin, one of
the students on hunger strike,
said, adding, "We will not leave
this place until our demands
are met."

For some, staying near the
protest site has meant going
without proper food and sleep.
Shoyeb, a PhD scholar in law,
walked out through a gate in
the evening that remained
closed to other students. Speak-
ing in a half-spent voice, he
said, "Thave been inside for two
days.IThaven'teaten much.I'm
very tired and dehydrated. I'm
going back now to eat some-
thing and rest. Iwill come back
at night and climb the walls to
getin."

every house, every floor and
every tower with an introduc-
tion and one question: “I have
come from the election office.
Does anyone want to get en-
rolled as a voter here?”

At three houses, staff
members told the BLO to go
away and come later. At a
fourth house, a senior bureau-
crat welcomed Grover inside
his home as he got a Form-6
filled for his daughter-in-law.

At Sarai Kale Khan village,
BLO Mukesh Chand Meena
had to handle both the special
camps and house-to-house vi-
sits. “I had even called some
people who had been issued
notices, but they told me they
wouldn't come,” he said.

He is tired after months of
BLO work. “I don’t know when
this will get over,” Meena said,
as he packed up his stationery
and got ready for house-to-
house visits. By the evening, he
was able to resolve around five
notices and conduct verifica-
tion of one Form-6 applicant.

Portion of
building under
construction
collapses, two
feared trapped

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 25

A PORTION of an under-con-
struction building collapsed in
North East Delhi's Harsh Vihar
areaon Sunday eveningwith at
least two people feared
trapped, said police. National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) personnel. among
others, were deployed at the
site for rescue operations.

Accordingto Delhi Fire Ser-
vice (DFS) officials, a call came
around 6:46 pmtoreport thata
building had collapsed in Milan
Garden area of Harsh Vihar.
The construction for another
floor was underway in the
building, which has just the
ground floor.

Officers said that the con-
struction started on Sunday
morning, and the first stage of
construction was over by S pm.
Assoonasthecall camein, five
fire tenders were rushed to the
spot. Soon, NDRF personnel
were deployed at the site, and
rescue operations commenced
with the help of locals.

Additional DCP Sandeep
Lamba told mediapersons that
they suspect some people
might be trapped inside, but
the number was not confirmed
yet. A team of the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) also reached the site
andjoined the rescue and relief
operation, a senior police of-
ficer said.

Police personnel and other
emergency responders were at
the spot, coordinating efforts to
assess the extent of the damage
and determine whether any-
one was trapped beneath the
debris. The rescue operations
were on till the last reports
camein,

The latest incident comes
weeks after a pregnant woman
and two children were killed
and eight people, including a
three-year-old, injured, after a
four-storey building collapsed
in Northeast Delhi’s New See-
mapuri on October 7. When
Delhi experienced earthquake
tremors the same evening, the
building had developed cracks,
officers had said.

Earlier, on September 6, a
five-storey building, which was
being used as paying guest ac-
commodation, in Satya Nike-
tan collapsed, killing five
people.

Ref.No. 5891 /E-Nivida-RampurCir./26-27

Office of Superintending Engineer,
Rampur Circle, P.W.D. Rampur
E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tenders
(In anticipation of sanction)

1- On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work on item rates invited by the Superintending Engineer, Rampur Circle, PWD Rampur
online on website http://etender.up.nic.in from registered contractors Category as per below table from date 16.11.2026 at 10.00 am to 23.11.2026
at 12.00 pm. Technical bid /Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 23.11.2026 at 12.30 pm in office of undersigned by tender committee

Dated :- 16.10.2026

No. 10645/96M/E-Tender/BSR CIRCLE/2026-27
On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Superintending Engineer Bulandshahr Circle, U.P.P.W.D., Bulandshahr invites following percentage rate bids online through http://etender.up.nic.in from
the eligible and approved Contractors registered with P.W.D. class as per column no. 10 below Bridge Work Category as applied from Date 10.11.2026 to 17.11.2026 upto 12:00 Noon as per
the prescribed T-2 of Govt. of U.P. The technical bids will be opened online on dated 17.11.2026 at 12:30 P.M. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified,
the bids will be opened online on the next working day, at the same time any validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be
notified on the website.

Superintending Engineer

Bulandshahr Circle, PW.D., Bulandshahr
E-Procurement Inviting Tender
Dated. 15.10.2026

A7 faTid 23—05—2026

letter No.417/13<10v0%0%0 /20 f3id 28.08.2020

UPID-259351 Dt. 24/10/2026
www.upidadv.gov.in

All terms & conditions can be seen on website http://etender.up.nic.in The bidder have to login on Prahari URL http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari
to upload required documents as per Government order 879.1. /T§d—7—2020—176(H10) /06 <l T SF9NT—7 faTd 25.08.2020&E.N.C./H.O.D.’s uppwd

in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be present. Financial bid of the tenders’ who qualify in technical bid shall be opened E‘o Name of Work 'Es;‘tnzgt:f’n SeE‘dr.t gg“rﬁp‘l’ét.on Tnec’;dgrng"g‘é'}‘%r: fs:’) éﬁgfr‘]’z:f; 'i’ée‘t?f;vfhe ‘E\ggfz:ff Superintending éffgfeésngfneer Category
. oo . . . . . . . i urity i includi . i xecuti i i i
on date and time as specified by a notice in the office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process shall be carried out Lakh) (Rs.in | work including work
on next working day. Lakh) |rainy season
2- Details of the works are following :- L 2 ] 3 = ) ] 6 L : 8 : 9 10
S. |DISTRICT |Name of Work Estimated Cost |Bid Security (Rs.in | Cost of Bid Time of Category of Address of Address of Address of In anticipation of Sanction
No Excl. GST Lakh) (As per SBD | Document Completion road contractor |Executive Superintending |Chief Engineer 1 |Painting and repair work for the overpass 58.00 4.90 |04 Months Tender Cosot Rs. Executive Enginner Superintending Engineer | Chief Engineer | A, B, C
(Rs.in Lakh) 1.5%)(only by Net (onIy by Net (including rainy eligible Engineer of the Engineer located at km 3 of the Bulandshahr-Tajpur 300+2000+18% G.S.T Provincial Division, Bulandshahar Circle, Meerut Zone, (Bridge
Construction banking accepted) banking season) Executing the road (ODR). \Rs. 414.0 = 2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Meerut work)
Cost | accepted) work I 2 IRepair and improvement work on the 6020 | 5.01 04 Months Tender Cost Rs. ~Executive Enginner ‘Superintending Engineer | Chief Engineer i A B C |
1 5 3 2 5 T 6 7 3 9 10 1 overpass located on the Bulandshahr- 300+2000+18% G.S.T. Provincial Division, Bulandshahar Circle, Meerut Zone, (Bridge
: ! = : Maman road (Other District Road). Rs. 414.0 = 2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Meerut work)
=) REETIPTE .CoTnsr:rgIctSI(r)]n r?g bdypass B2 SEEHH, SEH | SRR M 12th Road C')At Dppnstrugt\ll?/nD Esvmgul'\r’ I ZMorag?ISaS 3 Painting and repair work for the overpass 62.50 5.13 |04 Months Tender Cost Rs. Executive Enginner Superintending Engineer | Chief Engineer | A, B, C
In fenhsii shahbad on onths 0ad Lategory |Livision, FVV.D. | FVW.D Rampur | zone FW.L . located at km 2 of the Bulandshahr Link 300+2000+18% G.S.T. Provincial Division, Bulandshahar Circle, Meerut Zone, | (Bridge
Sshgmid Ra';‘p“rngrz]p“r Rampur Moradabad Road (ODR). Rs. 414.0 = 2714.00 | PW.D., Bulandshahar | PW.D., Bulandshahar | PW.D., Meerut |  work)
- road an maura
(Shahaba)d Bilari (SH-125) | 4 |Painting and repair work for the overpass 71.00 5.55 |04 Months Tender Cost Rs. Executive Enginner Superintending Engineer | Chief Engineer A B
road in district Ramour durin located on DAV Tiraha to Ansari Chauraha 300+2000+18% G.S.T. Provincial Division, Bulandshahar Circle, Meerut Zone, (Bridge
financial year 2026-F2)7 9 (ODR) Rs. 414.0 = 2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Meerut work)
(Including 5 years of ' | 5 |Painting, repair, maintenance, and safety- 52.00 4.60 |04 Months Tender Cost Rs. Executive Enginner Superintending Engineer | Chief Engineer | A, B, C
maintenance) related work at km 5(850) of NH-91 (old 300+2000+18% G.S.T. Provincial Division, Bulandshahar Circle, Meerut Zone, (Bridge
NH), located within a populated area in Rs. 414.0 = 2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Meerut work)
. i i i i District Bulandshahr. |
All work including 05 y_ears mamtenan_ce per_IOd after completion of WOFk.. 6 |Painting, repair, maintenance, and safety- 46.00 4.30 |04 Months Tender Cost Rs. Executive Enginner Superintending Engineer | Chief Engineer | A, B, C
> The Rates adopted in the BOQ are including all other taxes but excluding GST. related work at km 5(910) of NH-91 (old 300+2000+18% G.S.T.Rs.| Provincial Division, Bulandshahar Circle, Meerut Zone, | (Bridge
> The Bid Security and tender cost should be deposited online through Net Banking_ NH), located within a populated area in 414.0 = 2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Bulandshahar P.W.D., Meerut work)
> Additional Security will be payable (as per rule at the time of Agreement) according to G.O. No 86 /2026 /649 /2026 / 23—7099 /106 / 2025 @ FrafoT District Bulandshahr.

(Er. Gaurav Singh)
Executive Engineer

(Er. Harbansh Singh)
Superintending Engineer

1. Time allowed for completion of Whole work is mention in col. No. 5 with including rainy season.
2. The Tender Document fee must be deposited through Internet Banking only.
3. The Bidder should have same nature of work experience at least two years.
4. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 years and details of maximum cost of work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before submission of tender.
Details of e-tender uploaded on http://etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on UP PWD Chanakya software, before last date & time of submission of bid.

5. Terms & other conditions related to bid are available on http://etender.up.nic.in
6. During execution of work contractor should ensure the all safety Measures for COVID-19 issued by the Uttar Pradesh government.

(Maneesh Verma)

Cons.Div.PWD, Rampur
Email- cdrampur@gmail.com

Rampur Circle, PWD, Rampur
Email-

pwdrampur@gmail.com

7. In PWD technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software URL for Prahari is http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/.

Executive Engineer
P.D., PWD, Bulandshahar

Superintending Engineer
Bulandshabhar circle, PWD

UPID-259391 Dt. 24/10/2026
www.upidadv.gov.in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi

Bulandshahar
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Society survives by its
institutions: Former

Bharat Coking Coal Limited

I dlefeive
‘ (A Mini Ratna Company)

Barn Regd. Office: Koyla Bhawan, Koyla Nagar, Dhanbad, Jharkhand-826005, Telephone: 0326-2230190

sTe SRlfeET otet [T CIN: L10101JH1972G0I1000918
Bharat Coking Coal Limited Email: cos.becl@coalindia.in website: www.beclweb.in

CJI Chandrachud

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, October 25

FORMER CHIEF Justice of India
D Y Chandrachud Sunday
warned against the growing ero-
sion of institutional trust in
modern democracy, emphasis-
ing that “society survives by its
institutions”.

Speaking at the S5th Foun-
dation Day and degree distribu-
tion ceremony of the University
College of Medical Sciences
(UCMS) at Vigyan Bhavan in
New Delhi, the former CJI de-
livered a convocation address
urging graduating doctorstore-
ject workplace exploitation and
dedicate themselves to the un-
glamorous, foundational work
of healthcare.

He highlighted the role pub-
lic institutions play in shaping
excellence. “Ithinkitiscriticalin
today's times; institutions
matter. Wearetoday livingin an
age where everybody wants to
bring down every institution in
a democracy. Remember, a so-
ciety survivesby itsinstitutions,”
said the former CJI.

“You have attained this level
of excellence because of the in-
stitution of the UCMS, of Delhi
University, of its traditions. ... be-
cause of what you have learned
byway of experience in the insti-
tutional processes of GTB Hos-
pital. Institutions make all the
critical difference.”

Drawing a parallel between
human anatomy and institu-
tional building, he said, “A
healed organ inside a body, and
a foundation (of an institution),
has something in common: no-
body sees them. A foundationis
the part of a building no one

photographs, and no one ad-
mires. The internal organisonly
capturedbyscans...Itliesburied
and unthanked, and yet every-
one stands on the foundation”.

Reminding the graduates of
their responsibility to carry for-
ward thislegacy, headded, “This
institution was built that way. It
was built in the wards of GTB
Hospital, in emergency rooms...
and through hundreds of thou-
sands of patients who came here
and come here... every doctor
who walked these corridors left
a footprint without knowing
they were building anything.
Now it is your turn... the start
that the most important work of
your liveswillbe the worknoone
sees. You will also find that the
people you stay with will not al-
ways be people you would
choose asyour own, but yet, you
have to work with them.”

On the work environments
often faced by medical profes-
sionals, former CJI encouraged
the younger generation toreject
systemic exploitation as an ac-
ceptable norm saying, “Some of
itwill feel unfair, and sometimes
itwill be unfair.Ialso,asayoung
lawyer, had to grow (up) ona pro-
longed period of exploitation.
Unfortunately, exploitation is
something which all of
us...suffer at some point in time
or the other,” he said.

“But you, so many of you as
part of Gen Z, must stand up;
that exploitation is not an ac-
ceptable dictionary of the lan-
guage in a modern hospital. But
understand what is happening
to you. You are being remod-
elled. Theverylinesalongwhich
you struggle are the lines along
which you will become strong.”

For Integrity Pledge
pledge.cvenicin

Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of Indla

" ON THE PATH OF
PATRIOTISM,

LET'S TRAVEL
TO EKTA NAGAR

CBC19101/13/0019/2627

Extract of Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter & Half-Year Ended September 30, 2026 (X in Crore)
Sl. Quarter Ended Half - Year Ended Year Ended
fore s uyg St et S, serEe No: Particulars 30.09.2026 | 30.06.2026 | 30.09.2025 30.09.2026 30.09.2025 31.03.2026
BRIC-Natlon_al Instltutg of Anlma_I_Blotet_:hnology, Hyderaba(_I Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited
(An Autonomous Institute of Dept. of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt. of India)
Near Gowlidoddi, Gachibowli, Hyderabad, Te|angana India - 500 032. 1 Total Income from Operations 4,571.15 3,723.24 3,643.54 8,294.39 7,545.33 14,924.26
Tel: +91 40 2312 0103/115. Email: admin@niab.org.in; Web: www.niab.res.in ) Net Profit / (Loss) for the period
(_Advt. No. 31/2026 ) (before tax, exceptional and/or 185.78 (103.07) (48.06) 82.71 199.34 149.18
BRIC-NIAB invites applications from suitably qualified, dynamic, result oriented extraordinary items)
and dedicated Indian citizens for filling up the following positions:
S.No.l Position Pay Level No. of Posts 3 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period
1 |Scientist-D[12 as per 7th CPC| 01 Position: (UR) before tax (after exceptional 185.78 (103.07) (48.06) 82.71 199.34 149.18
2 |Scientist-C|11 as per 7th CPC| 04 Positions: 2 - UR,1- OBC & 1 - EWS and/or extraordinary items)
Date of commencement ofonline applications: 26° October 2026 4 | NetProfit/ (Loss)for the period
Last date for submitting online applications: 30" November 2026 by 5PM after tax (after exceptional and/ 123.74 (68.09) (52.99) 55.65 123.88 128.28
Sd/- DIRECTOR. NIAB or extraordinary items)
5 Total Comprehensive Income for
y the period [Comprising Profit/
ﬁ o ae oft +ft &t (Loss) for the period (after Tax) 85.14 (40.69) (98.76) 44.45 45.01 160.29
( é]{"_: He AL RECE and Other Comprehensive Income
s INAT Dy gunicsiisn TN Ten e
a - (after Tax)]
BI'ﬂTEcH"nLu“ nEsmcH AND 6 Equity Share Capital [Face value 4657.00 4657.00 4657.00 4657.00 4657.00 4657.00
INNOVATION COUNCIL (BRIC) - RAJIV GANDHI of share X10/- each]
CENTRE FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY {HGEB} 7 Reserves (excluding Revaluation
An Institution of BRIC, Department of Biotechnology (DBET) Reserve) as shown in the Audited 1121.80
Ministry for Science & Technology, Government of India Balance Sheet of the previous year
Thycaud PO, Thiruvananthapuram 695014, Keralam, www.rgcb.res.in 8 Earnings per Share (EPS) (of
%10/- each)*
PhD ADMISS'UNS 2027 Basic (in 3): 0.27 (0.15) (0.11) 0.12 0.27 0.28
Advt No. RGCB/PhD/2027-I/October 2026 October 21, 2026 Diluted (in ) 027 (0.15) (o.1) 012 027 028
*EPS is not annualized for the quarter and half year.
BRIC-RGCB invites application for admission to the Ph.D., Notes:
program 2027 Janua[}r session in various domains of 1. The above are the extracts of the detailed formats of the Financial Results for the quarter and half-year ended September 30, 2026 filed with the Stock
Binlechn{amgy from DDST-QTEMUH[ES hﬂh‘iﬂg a minimum of 60% fxlt.;l'fmangei u:fher II:R‘egula.t-ilo;; 33|(;f:hetiecuriti:s anddE:cll':cange Bo:r(jj Zf Intdia lf()Lis‘;irc\)gz(z)t;IEiBga‘tions ?In(:)IDiscI(z;urSetRef:irehments) Rzgilationds,czms. Th’e
marksurd-year Bachelor's EngrEE hﬂuinga minimum of 75% u grma of the Financial Results for eq.uar eran ‘ alf-year ended Sep em er 30, are available on the Stock Exchange websites and Company’s
= T ; : ; ; - website and can also be accessed by scanning the Quick Response Code provided underneath.
mar!ﬁs in lLlle;Emrwn_nrnem.';WElErmary.- Pharmac Elutlg:alx Company’s website : www.bcclweb.in
Medical Sciences or allied subjects and as per UGC guideline. BSE Limited : www.bseindia.com
The candidate should have a valid JRF (UGC/CSIR/ICMR/DBT NSE Limited : www.nseindia.com
or any other I"Iﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ”'_'f-{:ﬂrF'I[]ﬁml-'u"E TE'FD'-'-'ﬁh]IJJ offered |:|'3|' the 2. The above financial results have been reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee and thereafter approved by the Board of Directors at their
Government of India and should be valid for a FIEFiEHj at§ yEars meetings held on October 25, 2026. As required under Regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
: = L LT ' Requirements) Regulations, 2015 as amended, the Statutory Auditor has reviewed the above financial results for the quarter and half-year ended
Complete information, application format, eligibility and other September 30, 2026.
details are available on RGCB website {WWW-I’EGU-I’ESJH}- 3. The Financial Results of the company have been prepared in accordance with the Companies (Indian Accounting Standards) Rules, 2015 (“Ind As”)
ADI]'EGEHD“E Eﬂﬂﬂg with prescn’hed fees must be submitted prescribed under section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013. (For detailed notes refer to the websites mentioned in Note 1 above).
online through the link given in the web pnrtal on or before
November 08, 2026. Incomplete applications and applications For Bharat C‘;':;'g Coal Limited
without processing fees will be rejected. - Sdr- Place : Dhanbad Debanyj Debnath
Director Date : 25.10.2026 Company Secretary & Compliance Officer
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Coffee With...

SAMAJWADI PARTY (SP)
leaders and workers
deployed inthe election war
room set up by party chief
AKkhilesh Yadav at party
headquarters havetobe
more energised than before.
Credit goestothe party’s
Firozabad MP Akshay
Yadav, who has made coffee
of various varieties
available to them. Akshay, a
coffeelover, is monitoring
the arrangements for the
ongoing Uttar Pradesh
legislative council and the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions. Akshay happily
shares the brew with others,
itislearnt.

Special Screening

RENOWNED SPECIAL pub-
lic prosecutor and BJP’s
Rajya Sabha MP Ujjwal Ni-
kam’s courtroom feats, es-
pecially the 2008 Mumbai
terror attacktrial, are the
subject of anew film: ‘Pra-
haar — The Untold Story of
Ujjwal Nikam’. On Saturday,
aspecial screening of the
film was organised at
Delhi’s Odeon cinemaby
hislawyer son Aniket
Nikam, who is a BJP spokes-
personin Mumbai. A
special screening of the film
may also be held for MPs
duringthe upcoming
Winter Session of
Parliament, it is learnt.
Actor Rajkummar Rao has
essayed Nikam’s role in the
film.

Diplomats’ Day

CELEBRATING OCTOBER
24 astheInternational Day
of Diplomats, which was
proposed by an Indian di-
plomatin 2017, has now be-
come institutional, being
celebrated in various geo-
graphies from the United
Statesto Sri Lanka. The day
was proposed by poet-
diplomat AbhayK,
currently the Indian
Ambassador to Azerbaijan,
and was first celebrated in
2017in Brasilia, bringing
together diplomats from
Bangladesh, Brazil, France,
Ghana, India, Israel, Italy,
Mexico, South Africa, and
Turkey.

Amit Shahtojoin
Save Democracy
marchinKarnal

Karnal: UNION HOME Minister
Amit Shah will participate in a
‘padyatra’ in Haryana’s Karnal
on November 5 under the ‘Save
Democracy, End Anarchy’ cam-
paign, BJP state president Ar-
chana Gupta said on Sunday.
Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini,
Union minister Manohar Lal
and others will alsojoin him. PTI

Keralam ex-Gov’s
step came days
before he moved
to Tamil Nadu

Express News Service
Thiruvananthapuram,
October 25

DAYS BEFORE moving to
Tamil Nadu this month, former
Keralam Governor Rajendra
Arlekar recommended to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu the re-
moval of state Public Service
Commission (PSC) chairperson
M R Baiju and other members,
sparking a political controversy
amid an ongoing police inquiry
intoalleged recruitment irregu-
larities at the commission.
Arlekar left Keralam on Oc-
tober 22, a day before Om Pra-
kash Mathur succeeded him as
Governor. Lok Bhavan sources
confirmed the recommenda-
tion to remove the PSC chair-
person and dissolve the entire
commission. The chairperson
was not available for comment.

Aas,
r?g
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Rajendra Arlekar

Opposition leader and
former Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan termed the move “il-
legal”, calling it a violation of
constitutional provisions.

“PSC members are ap-
pointed under Article 316 of the
Constitution for a term of six
years. Their removal must fol-
low the procedure prescribed
under Article 317,” hesaid on X.
“The Supreme Court should
conduct a probe into the allega-
tions, and the President can
take further action only based
on the court finding. Whereas
such a process has not taken
placein the case of the Keralam
PSC. Hence, the Governor has
no right to make such arecom-

mendation. His recommenda-
tion should be seen as a con-
tinuation of his illegal interfer-
ence in the state so far.”

Keralam Revenue Minister
A P Anil Kumar echoed this
view. “The Governor’s recom-
mendation to the President
without keeping the govern-
ment informed or even taking
itinto confidence is a matter of
grave concern. At the same
time, I do not justify the PSC
chairperson and members who
arefacingallegationsrelated to
exams. At a time when the po-
lice probe into the issue is cur-
rently going on, making a hasty
recommendation just before
leaving the Lok Bhavanis notin
keeping with constitutional
propriety,” he said.

BJP state president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, however, said
the Governor’s recommenda-
tion was “a severe setback” to
the Congress government’s bid
to “shield CPI(M)’s alleged mal-
practicesin the PSC”.

Under Article 317 of the
Constitution, the President has
the authority to remove a state
PSC chairperson or members.
The President must refer the

A Cong spokesperson, a
sting, and fresh faultlines
in Karnataka Congress

Alva entered active

politics following
her husband’s

deathin1992

AkramM
Bengaluru, October 25

AT THE centre of the alleged
sting operation videorowin Kar-
nataka involving former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah is Kripa
Alva, a Congress spokesperson
from Mangaluru in Dakshina
Kannadadistrict, who appeared
before the Crime Branch for
questioning on Sunday.

Thepolicehadissued Alvaa
notice following a complaint
filed by Siddaramaiah, who al-
leged that unidentified individ-
ualshad circulated afabricated
video containing malicious
allegations against him to
blackmail and defame him.

The 60-year-old Congress
leader was chairperson of the
Karnataka State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights from
2015 to 2018, during Siddara-
maiah’s first term as Chief Min-
ister. Alvaentered active politics
years after she was widowed in
1992. Her husband, Amar Alva,
a prominent figure in Manga-
luru, was shot dead in a killing
attributed to gang rivalry.

She subsequently founded
the Amar Alva Charitable Trust
and was associated with several
social service organisations be-
fore joining the Congress. She
had unsuccessfully lobbied for
a party ticket to contest elec-
tions from a constituency in
Dakshina Kannada district.
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The police had issued Kripa
Alva a notice after acomplaint
filed by Siddaramaiah. riLe

Alva’s alleged role in the
purported sting operation
came under scrutiny after the
videobegan circulating online.
She is purportedly heard with
Rakesh Shetty, managing di-
rector of Kannada news chan-
nel Power TV, during the sting
operation conducted in 2023.
Siddaramaiah has accused
Alva and Shetty of being in-
volved in what he describes as
a fabricated video.

Meanwhile, Karnataka min-
ister and Siddaramaiah’s son,
Yathindra has alleged that a
woman Congressleader orches-
trated the purported sting to se-
curethe partyticket from Puttur
constituency in the next Assem-
bly election. The Karnataka Con-
gress unit has alsoissued Alva a
show-cause notice over the epi-
sode. Multiple attempts to con-
tact Alva were unsuccessful,
with her phone switched off over
the preceding three days.

Aftereffects of ‘sting’
On October 13, a Bengaluru

civil court restrained media or-
ganisations and digital plat-

forms from publishing, broad-
casting or circulating the videos
and related material, and di-
rected that access to the con-
tent be blocked.

In his plea, Siddaramaiah
argued that the footage and its
presentation were intended to
causeirreparable damageto his
reputation.

The controversy has esca-
lated into a political flashpoint
for the Congress, as it has re-
vived questions about factional
tensions within the state unit
and the political fallout of the
purported sting.

Kumaraswamy slams

Congress

Union Minister for Steel and
Heavy Industries H D Kumaras-
wamy, who has repeatedly at-
tacked the state government
over the controversy, said on
Sunday that Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar and other Congress
leaders knew why the sting op-
eration had been conducted. He
alleged that the JD(S) was being
targeted over the issue.

“Select police officersare ap-
pointed to investigate the case,”
Kumaraswamy said, alleging
that after the purported black-
mail of Siddaramaiah, the state
government was attempting to
blackmail the regional party.

Responding to questions
about the investigation, Karna-
taka Home Minister Priyank
Kharge said it was only a matter
of time before those involved
were exposed. “Whodidit? Why
didtheydoit? Who got the video
years after the sting was con-
ducted? Howwasituploadedaall
of a sudden amid wide public-
ity? Everything will be exposed
inafewdays,” he added.

allegations to the Supreme
Court for an inquiry. If the
court’s report supports the re-
moval, the President can issue
an order removing the chair-
person or members.

The Keralam PSC has faced
allegations of irregularities in
recruitments conducted dur-
ingthe previous CPI(M) regime.
The State Crime Branch is pro-
bingalleged malpracticesinthe
recruitment process for a key
post at the state Planning
Board. In June 2026, an inter-
nal PSC inquiry found serious
lapses in the evaluation pro-
cess, allegedly benefiting a
CPI(M)-affiliated candidate.

Following the inquiry, sev-
eral organisations, including
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh’s student wing, the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP), and the BJP’s youth
wing, the Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha, petitioned the
Governor seeking the removal
of the PSC chairperson and
members.

Other recruitments con-
ducted by the current PSC have
alsofaced allegations of political
interference and favouritism.

‘Morefaithin
Suvendu than

CBI': RGKar
victim’s father

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata October 25

THE FAMILY of the doctor who
was allegedly raped and mur-
dered at Kolkata’s RG Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital has ex-
pressed deep dissatisfaction
with the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) probe, stating
they now hold more faith in
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhi-
kari than in the central agency.
The parents appeared visibly
unhappy after the Supreme
Court granted bail to former RG
Kar principal Sandeep Ghosh.

On October 15, the Supreme
Court granted bail to Ghosh in
connection with the CBI’s
probe into alleged financial ir-
regularities at the institution.

After waiting over two years
for justice while navigating dif-
ferent courts, the victim’s father
voiced his frustration to The In-
dian Express over the phone on
Sunday: “Sandeep Ghosh has
got bail in all the cases; he will
walkout.”

Criticising the performance
of the CBI’s Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT), the father
questioned the lack of out-
comes in the probe. “Do not
know what they are doing; they
just submit envelopesin court,
but we do not know what they
are submitting. What is the
progress? Nothing. No one is
being arrested or convicted, so
what can we call progressin the
case,” he said.

He alleged that the agency
hasbeen unresponsive to family
inputs. “We are in communica-
tion with the CM; he is helping
us as much as he can, but the
matter isnotin his hands. Ifthe
courthad handed the investiga-
tion over to the CM, thenIam
sure there would have been
some result by now. We have
more faith in CM Suvendu Ad-
hikari than the CBI,” he said.

service allocation’

Press Trust of India

New Delhi, October 25

THE CENTRE is awaiting di-
rectives from the Supreme
Court on the implementation
challenges arising from the top
court’s March 11judgment con-
cerning criteria for determin-
ing the creamy layer status of
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
civil services candidates,
sources said on Sunday.

The Department of Person-
nel and Training (DoPT) has
sought directions to allow the
government to proceed with
service allocation to the 958
candidates recommended by
the Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC) for CSE-2025
on the basis of the OBC creamy-
layer determination applied be-
fore the March 11 verdict.

The DoPT’s plea arises from
the top court’sjudgment in the
‘Union of India vs Rohith Na-
than’ case.

In its verdict, the top court,
among other things, held that
‘creamy layer’ status for reserva-
tion of OBCs cannot be decided
solely based on parentalincome
and treating similarly placed
employees of private entities
and PSUs differently from gov-
ernment employees, for decid-
ing reservation, would amount
to hostile discrimination.

According to sources, the
department and all training in-
stitutes are fully prepared to al-
locate services to candidates of
the Civil Services Examination
(CSE) 2025 and start the foun-
dation course at the earliest.

The delay in the course
commencement will have no
bearing on the seniority, grada-
tion or other service conditions
of CSE-2025 candidates, they
said. The CSE 2025 results were
declared on March 6 — five
days before the judgment was
delivered.

Inthe wake of the results, the
DoPT examined the implemen-

tation challenges arising from
the Supreme Court’s March 11
judgment, covering implica-
tions for service and cadre allo-
cation, existing seniority and
gradation, past recruitment,
and the implementation of the
OBC reservation policy.

In view of these challenges,
on August 24, the department
filed a Miscellaneous Applica-
tion with the top court, seeking
clarification and directions on
implementation of the judg-
ment, the sources said.

The results of CSE-2025
were declared while service al-
location for the examination
was yet to be finalised.

Since service allocation is
difficult to undo once made,
the DoPT has sought directions
from the Supreme Court before
proceeding further, the sources
said. The judgment dismissed
the civil appeals preferred by
the Union of India and directed
the creation of supernumerary
posts to accommodate the re-
spondents and intervenors in
the case within six months, in
accordance with the principles
laid down by the court.

During the intervening
period, the DoPT examined the
judgment’s implications for
various recruitments, includ-
ingservice and cadre allocation
based on the CSE-2025, as well
as orders passed by various
high courts and tribunals.

The matter required holistic
examination in consultation
with stakeholders, including
the UPSC, the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment,
and the Ministry of Law and
Justice, the sources said.

The exercise also involved
collating data of candidates
across fourteen CSE years and
assessing the implications for
existing seniority and grada-
tion, potential cascading
claims, and the OBC reserva-
tion policy across the country,
they said.

political buzz

Press Trust of India
Chennai, October 25

ACTOR DHANUSH on Sunday
met members of the women’s
wing of his restructured fan
club at a private college here,
posing for photographs with
hundreds of supporters and
presenting them with a silver
lamp as a return gift.

The meeting comes shortly
after the actor reorganised his
fan network, formerly Dha-
nush Narpani Mandram, intoa
welfare movement named
‘Dhanush Narpani Iyakkam’.

Dhanush has not officially
announced any political ambi-
tions. However, the restructur-
ing and the introduction of a
new official logo have sparked
speculation in Tamil Nadu
about a possible entry into
politics.

Scores of women fans from
various districts, including Co-
imbatore and Ranipet, braved
heavy rain to attend the event.

During the interaction, the
actor posed for photographs
with the fans and gave each of
them a silver ‘Kamatchi’ lamp.

The lamps gifted to the fans
featured on their bases an em-
bossing of lotus, which also
happenstobethe election sym-
bol of the BJP and it triggered
speculationinthe social media
about the political inclination
of Dhanush.

“Icame from Porur and had
been waitingsince9 am,” afan
told PTI Videos, adding, “He
patiently took photos with
everyone. WhenIasked, heim-
mediately hugged me. The
lamp he gifted will remain a
great memory.” Rajeswari, who
travelled from Coimbatore,
said the gesture was unex-
pected. “I cried out of happi-
ness. He gave us a lamp as a
gift, which was very surpris-
ing,” she told PTI Videos.

Rajarajeswari from Thanja-
vur said the actor welcomed
them warmly, asking, “How are
you? Comein.”

Raj Thackeray deletes post on
Modi-Adani documentary film

Express News Service
Mumbai, October 25

MAHARASHTRA NAVNIR-
MAN Sena (MNS) president Raj
Thackeray on Sunday deleted a
social media post related to a
controversial documentary on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and industrialist Gautam Adani
following a request from the
Mumbai Police Commissionet.

“I am deleting the post on
the documentary. The fire has
already been ignited. I had ig-
nited the spark through a pres-
entation on authoritarianismin
this country in January 2026.
That is now growing into a wild-
fire. Our struggle continues,”
Thackeray said on a social
media post.

“My opposition is not di-
rected against any specific indi-
vidual, but rather against the
rise of a monopoly. I have often
stated in my speeches that the
PM should foster the growth of
many industrialists across the
country, creating vast employ-
ment opportunities and gener-

p
/d [;I |
.

ating immense wealth for the
nation, and empowering them
to conquer the global market,”
he said.

Accordingto Thackeray, the
post about the documentary,
made by tech entrepreneur Sa-
beer Bhatia, received 4.8 mil-
lion views on X alone, with an
equally overwhelming re-
sponse on Facebook. He said
the intention was to bring the
issue to public attention and
that this had been achieved.

Thackeray said he had re-
ceived arequest from the Mum-
bai Police Commissioner to take

Raj Thackeray

down the post and chose to
comply because of his high re-
gard for the Mumbai police.

Earlier, Bhatia had posted
on X the controversial docu-
mentary, which he subse-
quently deleted following a no-
tice from Mumbai Police.

On October 21, Bhatia posted
on X that the Mumbai Police
had sent anotice to the platform
on October 18. The notice said
the police had received a com-
plaint that multiple accounts
on X had published and dis-
seminated “highly objection-
able content” targeting a well-
known company.

“Theimpugned tweets con-
tain allegedly false, misleading,
and disparaging statements
and allegations concerning the
said company, which are being
publicly circulated through dif-
ferent X handles without any
apparent factual or lawful basis,
thereby causing serious and
continuing harm to the com-
pany’s reputation, goodwill,
and publicimage,” police notice
to X said.

e NAVEEN PATNAIK QUESTIONS BJP’'S COMMITMENT TO ODISHA’S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AS THE MAJHI GOVT EXPLORES LEGAL OPTIONS TO COUNTER ANDHRA'S MOVE TO HOLD LOCAL POLLS IN THREE VILLAGES

Odisha and Andhra’s decades-old dlspute overa panchayat isbackinfocus

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, October 25

ANDHRA PRADESH’S move to
holdlocalbody electionsin three
villages in the disputed Kotia
panchayat has reignited a long-
standingboundary dispute, put-
ting the BJP government in
Odishaonthedefensive and giv-
ing the Opposition Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) fresh ammunition to
target it over its promise to re-
solve the issue under the
“double-engine” government.
The development has also
put the BJP in a politically diffi-
cult position, with Andhra Pra-
desh governed by the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP)-led coali-
tion. The TDP is a key NDA ally
atthe Centre.
CallingKotiaanintegral part
of Odisha, Leader of Opposition

and former Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik questioned the
BJP’scommitment to protecting
the state’s territorial integrity
and safeguarding Odia pride.
“Despite Odishahavingaso-
called double-engine govern-
ment, it is deeply concerning
that Andhra Pradesh has pro-
ceeded toannounceelectionsin
Kotia. What happened to the
BJP’s assurances that Kotia be-
longs to Odisha?” Patnaik wrote
in a recent letter to Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi.
Pointing to the BJP’s de-
pendence onthe TDPtosustain
its majority at the Centre, Pat-
naik questioned whether politi-
cal compulsions were behind
the Majhi government’ssilence.
TheBJD chief’sattackdraws
on the “Odia asmita (Odia
pride)” narrative that helped the

BJP challenge the previous BJD
governmentinthe2024 Assem-
bly elections. The BJP had re-
peatedly raised the issue of al-
leged interference by
bureaucrat-turned-politician V
KPandian in the state’s govern-
ance and the BJD’s affairs.

With the Kotia dispute back
in the spotlight, Patnaik has
sought to turn that narrative
against the BJP.

“Willthe double-engine gov-
ernment stand firm in safe-
guarding Odisha’s territorial in-
tegrity and Constitutional rights,
or will it once again yield to
pressure from the Centre? Was
the ‘Go Back Andhra’ slogan
merely an election gimmick to
secure votes... ?” he asked.

A 25-member BJD delega-
tion also visited Kotia on Friday
toassessthesituation and inter-

A 25-member BJD delegation also visited Kotia on Friday to assess
the situation. EXPRESS

act with residents.

The BJP hit back at Patnaik,
with Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Minister Suresh Pujari
accusing the former CM of fail-
ingtoresolvethedisputeduring
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his 24-year tenure.

“They neither resolved the
problem nor fought it effectively
in the court of law. I urge him to
come for an open debate over
what his government has done

in24years for Kotia,” Pujari said.

On Andhra Pradesh’s deci-
sion to hold local body elections
in the disputed area, Pujari said
the Odisha government was ex-
ploring fresh legal options to
protect the state’s territorial in-
tegrity and interests.

Odisha has already moved
the Supreme Court, seekingcon-
tempt petition against Andhra
Pradesh over its notification to
hold local body polls. The peti-
tion has been filed by Koraput
district collector, Pujari said.

Amid the political sparring,
former Union Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, who has
visited Kotia several times in re-
cent times, called for unity
among political partiestofind a
solution.

Kotia comprises a cluster of
28 villages with a population of

New Delhi

nearly 5,000. Since the 1960s,

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh
both have claimed jurisdiction
over 21 of these villages.

Residents of the panchayat
receive welfare benefits from
both states, but the unresolved
dispute overjurisdiction hasleft
them caught between compet-
ing administrative claims,
raising questions about their
identity and the certainty of gov-
ernance.

The dispute reached the Su-
preme Court in 1968, when the
Odisha government challenged
Andhra Pradesh’s interference
in the region. On December 2
that year, the court directed both
states to maintain a status quo.

On March 30, 2006, the Su-
preme Courtdismissed Odisha’s
petition on technical grounds
and againdirected the twostates

to maintain the status quo.

In March 2023, the then BJD
government approached the Su-
preme Court, arguing that the
disputed region had been in-
cluded in Odisha’s Pottangi
block in Koraput district in the
2011 Census. It also cited
Odisha’s collection of land rev-
enue from the villages.

In November 2021, Patnaik,
then the CM, met his Andhra
Pradesh counterpart, Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy, and agreed toes-
tablish a joint institutional
mechanism to resolve various
bilateral issues.

After the BJP came to power
in Odisha, Majhi constituted a
16-member committee headed
by Pujari for special develop-
ment plans for Kotia and en-
sured the implementation of
schemes through convergence.
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Acted against
392localbody
officialsinMP
for procurement
anomalies, says
AddI Chief Secy

Express News Service
Bhopal, October 25

DAYS AFTER a video surfaced
showing Madhya Pradesh Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary Sanjay
Dubey warning urban local
body officials that procure-
ment irregularities would not
be tolerated, the senior bureau-
crat disclosed that action has
been taken against 392 officials,
including 135 Chief Municipal
Officers (CMOs).

Dubey said seven officials
have been dismissed from ser-
vice and action has been taken
against more than 80 contrac-
tors and suppliers, besides re-
covering Rs 3-4 crore from offi-
cials and employees over
irregular payments. The disclo-
sure comes against the back-
drop of a departmental review
inwhich Dubey confronted mu-
nicipal officials over discrep-
anciesinthe payments made for
goods procured by them.

Dubey said the action varied
accordingto the seriousness of
theirregularities and the negli-
gence involved. “The greater
the irregularity and the more
serious the negligence, the
stronger the action taken
against the person concerned,”
he said.

“Werecovered around Rs 3-
4 crore from officials and em-
ployees who had made irregu-
lar payments. We took action
against more than 80 contrac-
tors and suppliers who had pro-
vided these materials or ser-

vices... The process is
continuing,” he said.
A presentation by Anshu-

man Raj, Additional Managing
Director of the Madhya Pradesh
State Electronics Development
Corporation, had cited pur-
chases worth approximately Rs
1,134 crore through the Govern-
ment e-Marketplace (GeM) by
374 urban local bodies over
three years and estimated that
around Rs 250 crore could have
been saved if purchases had
been made at average prices.

CENTRALISED CONTROL WHERE NECESSARY: IAF CHIEF

‘No permanent
geographic splitof

fighter assetsunder

Press Trust of India

the point of decision.

theaterisation plan’

New Delhi, October 25

IN HIS first comprehensive ar-
ticulation on the theaterisation
plan, Chief of Air Staff AP Singh
said on Sunday that the Indian
Air Force is notin favour of per-
manently splitting fighter as-
sets geographically, advocating
instead for a tailored structure
built around India’s specific se-
curity requirements rather than
replicating foreign models.

In an exclusive interview to
PTI, the Air Chief Marshal said
the guiding principle for the-
aterisation should be “central-
ised control” where necessary
and “decentralised execution”
where appropriate as he cited
ongoing conflicts in various
geographies to assert that air
power can decisively shape
military outcomes.

Air Chief Marshal Singh also
emphasised that the “trans-
formation of this scale” should
be implemented in phases so
that operational readiness is
“never compromised” and
warned against the “trap” of try-
ing to predict the future battle-
field with “excessive certainty”.

Announced in 2019 as
India’s most ambitious military
reform since Independence, the
theaterisation plan seeks to in-
tegrate the three services for
greater operational synergy.

The proposed architecture
envisaged three integrated
commands: a Northern Theatre
Command in Lucknow focused
on China, a Western Theatre
Command in Jaipur to address
challenges from Pakistan, and
a Maritime Theatre Command
in Thiruvananthapuram.

However, progress has
stalled due to divergent views

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh takes a selfie
during the IAF Day Aerial Display
2026 in Varanasi on Sunday. pTi

among the three services over
the proposed command struc-
tures. The IAF has been cau-
tioning against implementing
the plan in a hurry and has
strong reservations about split-
tingits fighter squadronsunder
the proposed structures.

“We arenot viewing theater-
isation as an exercise to perma-
nently divide fighter assets geo-
graphically. The IAF is fully
committed to jointness and in-
tegration,” he said, outlining the
IAF’s vision for the project. At
the same time, he asserted that
air power remains India’s pri-
mary responder to any security
challenge.

TheIAF chiefnoted thatthe
real question is how to employ
air power to its greatest effect
within an integrated structure,
arguing air power’s defining
strengths are its speed, reach,
flexibility and ability to concen-
trate combat power rapidly at

“The guiding principle
should, therefore, be central-
ised control where necessary,
and decentralised execution
where appropriate. That way,
air power can be concentrated
where it is needed most, while
commanders retain the agility
toactswiftly onthe ground,” he
said.

The IAF chief, then, high-
lighted how the joint structure
during Operation Sindoor pro-
duced desired results. “Our own
experience bears this out. Dur-
ing Operation Sindoor, under a
joint architecture established
by the Chief of Defence Staff
and the three service chiefs, the
centralised allocation and
timely reallocation of critical re-
sources proved decisive in the
outcome.”

He also called for avoiding
the trap of trying to predict the
future battlefield with “exces-
sive certainty”.

“As we design future struc-
tures, wemustalsoavoid thetrap
of trying to predict the future
battlefield with excessive cer-
tainty. What we can anticipateis
that the next conflict will likely
be: faster, more autonomous, yet
more network-dependent, more
transparent, yet more deceptive
and more precise in some re-
spects, and characterised by
massinothers,” he said.

“Our structures must be able
to absorb that shift. They
should be evaluated against In-
dia's specific security require-
ments, not built by replicating
models from other countries,
because each nation operates
within its own strategic, geo-
graphical, technological and
operational environment,” he
noted.

Prioritise products by local artisans: PM
appeal betore Diwali in Mann Ki Baat

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 25

IN HIS monthly Mann Ki Baat
radio address on Thursday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
urged citizens to prioritise prod-
uctscrafted by local artisans dur-
ingtheupcoming festive season,
framingthe 'vocal forlocal' cam-
paign as a vital push toward an
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’.
Characterisingthe monthly
broadcast as a "pilgrimage"
(teerth yatra) to understand
and salute people's efforts, PM
Modi highlighted grassrootsin-
novations, global market ex-
pansion for indigenous goods,
technological advancements,
and key historical figures.
With major festivals like Di-
wali and Chhath approaching,
PM Modi called for local sup-
port alongside cleanliness
drives. “During the festive sea-
son, we often buy many things
for our families and loved ones.
This time too, do prioritise
products madebylocal artisans
when you shop; your purchases
will boost their morale. As this
movement gains momentum,
the dream of ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ will be realised all the

The Prime Minister
spotlighted Punjab’s
‘Kheti Virasat
Mission’inthe Malwa
region. Theinitiative
promotestraditional,
chemical-free cotton
Jarmingthatyields
naturally coloured
cotton, eliminating
theneed forfabric
dyes

faster. For that, I personally
urge you to prioritise and high-
light products crafted by local
artisans.”

Highlighting sustainable
agriculture and heritage pres-
ervation, the Prime Minister
spotlighted Punjab’s ‘Kheti Vi-
rasat Mission’ in the Malwa re-
gion. The initiative promotes
traditional, chemical-free cot-
ton farming that yields nat-
urally coloured cotton, elimin-
ating the need for fabric dyes.

PM Modi said that interna-
tional markets are increasingly
opening up to local Indian
goods, citing Bihar's Purnia

makhana reaching Greece and
Karnataka's Kalaburagi arhar
dal being exported to the Mal-
dives. Additionally, sales of
Khadi Gram Udyog products
crossed Rs 28 crore in a single
day this Gandhi Jayanti, mark-
ing a Rs 1.5 crore increase over
the previous year.

He also commended inno-
vative packaging initiatives
such as Shabari Natural, which
sells honey, mahua, chironji,
and bamboo-based productsin
packaging featuring traditional
tribal art, and earned Japan’s
Good Design Award.

PM Modi lauded a commu-
nity-led environmental initiat-
ive in Uttarakhand's Tehri
Garhwal region, where resi-
dents rejuvenated the drying
Heval river by harvesting rain-
water, recharging groundwater,
and planting trees. He added
that the International Year of
Millets had catalysed a massive
surge inthe number of farmers
cultivating millets.

Detailing technological in-
tegration in daily life, PM Modi
said the government’s tele-
medicine platform, e-Sanjee-
vani, has completed SO crore
consultations, enabling rapid

diagnosis and treatment for
fevers, infections, and delivery-
related complications.

Reflecting on his recent visit
to Chennai and IIT Madras, he
highlighted cutting-edge inno-
vations developed by Indian
youth. He named the 'Sudha
Gopalakrishnan Brain Centre',
which has created a global
benchmark brain-imaging
platform that generates high-
resolution, digital 3D imagesto
map and study 100 human
brains in minute detail.

PM Modi also thanked
organ donors, noting that
organ donation saves lives and
advances medical science.

Concluding his address, PM
Modi paid tribute to notable na-
tional icons whose birth anni-
versaries fall in late October and
early November, encouraging
youth to study their lives. They
are Narinder Singh Kapany (Oc-
tober 31), a pioneer known for
his work in fibre optics; Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel (October 31),
whose birthday is celebrated
nationwide as Ekta Diwas; Ma-
harishi Valmiki (October 26);
and Bhai Parmanand Ji (No-
vember 4), afreedom fighter as-
sociated with the Arya Samaj.
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Indian Air Force’s Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team performs during the ‘Wings Over Ganges’ airshow in Varanasi on Sunday. pti

With airshow over Varanasi’s ghats,
[AF marks its 94th anniversary

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, October 25

FROM THE banks of Ganga in
Varanasi, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday
watched the ‘Wings Over
Ganges’ airshow to mark the
94th anniversary of the Indian
Air Force (IAF).

Along with French Rafale
and Russian Sukhoi-30MKI, in-
digenous Tejas fighter aircraft
also showcased the IAF’s oper-
ational capabilities over the
Ganga. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Uttar Pradesh
Governor Anandiben Patel and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
also attended the event.

The event brought together
military aviation and Vara-
nasi’s cultural landscape, with
aircraft formations flying over
the Ganga and the ancient
city’s ghats. The display fea-
tured fighter jets, helicopters,
transport aircraft and aerobatic
formations, highlighting the
IAF’s combat readiness, preci-
sion flying and coordination
across different aircraft plat-
forms.

The indigenous Tejas per-

PM Narendra Modi with Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath. pri

formed a series of manoeuvres,
while the nine-aircraft Surya
Kiran acrobatic team’s synchro-
nised aerial displays drew ap-
plause from spectators gathered
along both banks of the river.
The programme also fea-
tured formations named after
religious and cultural land-
marks associated with Kashi,
including ‘Ganga’, ‘Vishwa-
nath’ and ‘Dashashwamedh’.
IAF officials said thatin one
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display, three Chetak heli-
copters flew over the river as
flowers were showered as a
tribute to the holy river. An
‘Omkar’ formation of three Mi-
17 V5 helicopters carried the na-
tional flag and the IAF flag.
The show also included fly-
ingdemonstrations by Mirage-
2000, Jaguar, MiG-29 alongside
transport and surveillance air-
craft. A simulated aerial com-
bat sequenceillustrated the co-
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When will it break out?

In Jan 2024 Sensex breached 73,000 levels
for the first time. 33-months since, it is still at
similar levels. What's holding it back?

A year or two ago, there were concerns

around overvaluation of Indian markets, does
it look attractive now?

From weakening rupee and volatile oil prices
to rising interest rates and slowing growth,
what is the biggest worry for Indian markets?

Will equity markets see a rally only after

ordination and decision-mak-
ing involved in air operations.

Earlier in the day, in a road-
show-like welcome, PM Modi
stepped out of his car to greet
people gathered alongthe route
from Police Lines helipad to
Namo Ghat. Residentsand BJP
workers lined the nearly eight-
km stretch, with cultural per-
formances organised at12loca-
tions. The route reverberated
with drumbeats, damru play-
ingand conch-shell blowing as
crowds raised slogans of ‘Har
Har Mahadev’, Jai Shri Ram’
and ‘Modi-Modi’ to welcome
the Prime Minister to his parlia-
mentary constituency. People
also took photographs and vi-
deos of his convoy as it moved
towards the venue.

The Prime Minister also in-
augurated a garment manufac-
turing plant of Ahmedabad-
based Arvind Limited at
Khochawan in the Mirzamurad
area of the city. Built across
around seven acres at a cost of
Rs 150 crore, the facility is ex-
pected to employ 1,000
women, of whom over 300
have already been recruited
and are undergoing training,.
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A southern alliance and
an clephantin theroom

NDHRA PRADESH Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu apparently seeksto forge an informal “southern
alliance” — to arguably work with his counterparts in
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Karnataka and Kerala towards
building a $10 trillion-plus bloc by 2047. The five states together
account for less than a fifth of India’s population but over 31 per
cent of its GDP, 35 per cent of factories and foreign direct invest-
mentequity inflows, and 26 per cent of total GST revenue collec-
tions. Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai house the country’s
busiest airports after Delhi and Mumbai, with Kochi at No 8, just
below Kolkataand Ahmedabad. Even morestriking are the 2,100-
odd global capability centres of the world’s top multinational
firms, employing nearly 24 million professionals — more than
80 per cent of these are in Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai.

The economic heft, however, hides structural weaknesses.
The first is ageing populations. The current median age in the
five southern states, at 33-36 years, is more than the 30 years
forall-India and 23-26 for Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. Roughly 19
per cent of Kerala’s population and 16 per cent of Tamil Nadu’s
are aged above 60 years, as against the national average of 11.4
per cent and 8.5-9 per cent for Bihar and UP. It translates into
heavy reliance on migrant labour from the North and East —
be it for factories, construction sites, office complexes, hotels
or poultry farms. That isn’t a bad thing, from a national inte-
gration standpoint. More concerning, however, is the fiscal
position. TN’s outstanding liabilities of Rs 10.4 1akh crore (2025-
26 budget estimate) exceed that of any state government. AP’s
and Kerala’s debt-GDP ratios of 35.4-35.5 per cent are higher
than the 29.2 per cent average for all states. The southern states
also have a 45 per cent share in the accumulated losses of all
state-owned electricity utilities.

The South’s problems partly resemble those of Europe from
rapid population ageing and ballooning public debts. While
some of that is due to sustained investments in public health-
care and education — which have helped lower fertility rates
and raise life expectancies — there has also been a profusion
of cash transfers, highly subsidised power and public transport,
and other such schemes with low positive externalities. Unlike
Europe, the South thankfully isn’t facing economic stagnation.
Naidu’s proposed alliance would do well to address the ele-
phantin the room: Broken state finances that can derail the re-
gion’s long-term growth prospects. It would add to the credi-
bility of collective bargaining with the Centre, whether on fiscal
devolution or delimitation.

In Israel, stakes are high,
change has constraints

OING BY pre-election estimates, neither Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu nor his principal chal-

lenger, Gadi Eisenkot, former chief of the General

Staff of the Israel Defence Forces, is expected to se-
cure a majority in the 120-member Knesset in Israel. Such an
outcome would be far from unusual — Israel held five general
elections between 2019 and 2022. Netanyahu is seeking a
seventh term as PM, and the election is widely being viewed
as areferendum on his handling of Hamas’s horrific terror at-
tack three years ago and Israel’s devastation of Gaza in re-
sponse, which has drawn widespread international condem-
nation. Eisenkot, too, has made the October 7 attacks central
to his campaign, holding Netanyahu responsible for what he
describes as the country’s gravest security failure. With both
leaders likely to depend on smaller parties to cobble together
agoverning coalition after the vote on October 27, that question
may not be unambiguously settled.

In any case, whoever takes the reins of power, little will
change in Israel’s foreign policy. Netanyahu and Eisenkot may
differ on domestic issues, from exemptions for ultra-Orthodox
(Haredi) men from military service to the powers of the judici-
ary. But on Palestine, Iran and the wider region, their differences
lie more in the means than the ends. Eisenkot has been critical
of Netanyahu’s handling of the Gaza war, but like all Jewish
parties except left-wing Democrats, he opposes Palestinian
statehood. On Iran, he has called Netanyahu “unfit for launch-
ing another operation” without ruling out future strikes to pre-
vent Tehran from acquiring nuclear weapons. In Lebanon and
Syria, he supports retaining what Israel calls “security zones”.
And on the West Bank, while pledging to crack down on settler
violence, he has remained ambiguous on settlement expansion.
A change of guard after the election may alter tactics, butisun-
likely to fundamentally change Israel’s strategic course.

Nevertheless, this election could prove pivotal for Israel and
the region. US President Donald Trump’s endorsement of Net-
anyahu shows how closely the Israeli leadership is tied to Wash-
ington’s West Asia strategy. With reports that the US and Israeli
militaries are preparing for fresh strikes against Iran after the US
midterm elections on November 3, the outcome in Israel isbound
to have implications for the conflict’s next phase. The stakes, as
framed by the energy crisis triggered by the war, are global.
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ironic about Elon Musk accus-

ingReliance Industries of oligar-

chic behaviour. One of the

world’s richest men has com-
plained that one of India’s richestisblocking
Starlink’s entry into the Indian market. The
Indian government insists that Starlink is
subject to the same regulatory requirements
as its competitors, foreign or Indian.
Whether Musk’s accusation holds merit re-
mains to be established, but the high profile
utterance raises questions that go well
beyond satellite broadband. It toucheson the
character of Indian capitalism, its relation-
ship with the state, and the changing politi-
cal economy of globalisation.

The temptation to dismiss the episode
as a quarrel between billionaires would
miss the point. What is interesting in this
episode is the difference between two tradi-
tions of capitalism, the sources of their
extraordinary private fortunes, and the cir-
cumstances under which governments
permit competition to temper established
commercial interests.

India’sexperience with capitalism hasal-
ways been complicated by the relationship
between business and the state. The much-
derided licence-permit raj was initially jus-
tified by the scarcity of capital and the need
to direct investment towards national prio-
rities. In practice, it also created substantial
opportunities for rent-seeking. The ability to
obtain alicence, secure foreign exchange or
negotiate an exception could be asimportant
to commercial success as the ability to pro-
duce innovatively. Navigating that environ-
mentwasitself an important source of com-
petitive advantage. The resulting industrial
structure rewarded political access and regu-
latory knowledge alongside productive ca-
pability. Established business houses ac-

tential entrants to overcome.

While the reforms 0f1991 fundamentally
altered thislandscape, they did not eliminate
the intimate relationship between economic
power and political authority. As the econ-

S }
omy expanded, some of the most valuable U L |
opportunities arose in sectors where the gov- RAJAT
ernment continued to control access to KATHURIA

scarce resources such as telecommunica-
tions spectrum, to name only one.

The vital point for this piece however is
not to assert that every Indian fortune is in-
decorous, but simply that markets cannotbe
presumed to be competitive merely because
ownership is private. An economy can lib-
eralise extensively like we have and still re-
tain formidable barriers to entry.

America’s history offers an interesting
contrast. Its 19th-century industrial expan-
sion produced the great fortunes of John
Davison Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt and others, often accom-
panied by monopoly power, political in-
fluence and ruthless commercial practices.
American capitalism required antitrustlegis-
lation precisely because the market, left to
itself, did not reliably preserve competition.
The Sherman Act 0f 1890 and the subse-
quent development of competition policy
reflected a recognition that successful capi-
talism could generate destructive concen-
tration of economic powetr.

What distinguishes the Ameri-
can experience, however, is the
tradition of technological dis-
ruption and occasional institu-

The question is whether India
possesses sufficiently strong
institutions to sustain

mestic market. Musk’s own fortune is an
example of this process. Tesla challenged an
established automobile industry, while Spa-
ceX transformed the economics of space
launches and subsequently built an entirely
new satellite communications business.

But the American story also requires
qualification. SpaceX benefited enor-
mously from public procurement, NASA
contracts and decades of publicly financed
research. Tesla benefited from policy in-
centives and publicinvestmentin the tran-
sition towards electric vehicles. The Ameri-
can state has been present in most
innovative industries in some way. The rel-
evant distinction, however, is between state
intervention that creates opportunities for
innovation and competition and state in-
tervention that primarily protects estab-
lished producers from challengers.

The Starlink outburst brings these differ-
encesbetween Indiaand Americaintosharp
relief. Satellite broadband is a technologi-
cally demanding business, with huge fixed
costs, vasteconomies of scale and potentially
large benefits for remote areas. It is this as-
pect thatisespecially relevant for India. Itis,
however, also a sector in which security and
spectrum management along with interna-
tional obligations necessitate regulatory re-
sponsibilities. Naturally satellite operators,
whatever their identity, should be
subject to regulation.

In this background, it is inter-
esting to note that Starlink, Re-
liance Jio and Eutelsat OneWeb

tional resistance to monopoly. New competition when the have obtaineq prelin.li.nary appro-
firms have repeatedly emerged to . . vals but are still awaiting the final
challenge established industries, commer Cl.al_ Sta!<es are high steps needed for commercial op-
drawing on deep capital markets, and political influence erations, such as security clear-
research universities, entrepre- is concentrated ances, dataintegrity and spectrum

neurial networks, government-

assignment. There is, neverthe-

the design and operation of entry barriers.
Some barriers are necessary to protect pub-
licinterests. Others are created or preserved
because incumbent firms benefit from
them. Still others arise from administrative
inertia or risk aversion. We have so often
heard of bureaucrats in India citing poten-
tial vigilance charges againstthemas area-
son for preserving the status quo. Whatever
the reason, competition suffers and this is
why competition policy must also examine
the conditions under which potential com-
petitors are permitted to enter.

The question is whether India possesses
sufficiently strong institutions to sustain
competition when the commercial stakes
are high and political influence is concen-
trated. The Starlinkincident comes amid a
period of difficult negotiations over the
broader India-US economic relationship.
In general, globalisation itself has become
more conditional, more negotiated and ex-
plicitly political.

The lesson to draw from all of this is that
capitalism has a persistent tendency to pro-
duce concentrations of wealth and power
which can eventually threaten the competi-
tion that created them. The question is
whether a nation’s institutions can resist that
tendency. Musk may eventually obtain petr-
mission to launch Starlink. Consumers in
underserved areas may benefit and existing
operators may discover that competition can
once again stimulate innovation. Howevetr,
a market is not genuinely open merely be-
cause one powerful foreign entrepreneur has
managed to enter it.

The writer is pro-VC and dean, School
of Humanities and Social Sciences and
professor of Economics at Shiv Nadar
University. Views are personal

In Iran war, no clarity on what  Youngare protestingin Europe
a win might look like
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Does America
seek to
eliminate Iran’s
nuclear
capability,
dismantle its
missiles, secure
Hormuz, or
change
Tehran’s
behaviour?
Each demands
adifferent
strategy

BEGAN studying West Asiain 1967,

while still at school. Almost six dec-

ades after my first encounter with

the region, I find its strategic en-

vironment more complex than
ever. The current US-Israel confrontation
with Iran poses a deceptively simple mili-
tary question: What would victory ac-
tually look like?

Nearly eight months into the war, US
and Israeli strikes have damaged Iran’s
military infrastructure, yet Tehran retains
the ability to threaten regional security
and shipping. Overwhelming American
superiority has not delivered a decisive
political outcome.

The November 3 midterms may in-
fluence US President Donald Trump’s
choices, but cannot replenish munitions
or resolve Washington’s uncertain objec-
tives. Does America seek to eliminate
Iran’s nuclear capability, dismantle its
missiles, secure Hormuz, or change
Tehran’s behaviour? Each demands a dif-
ferent strategy. Regime change would
require far more. Without clarity, further
military escalation may merely prolong
the conflict.

The apparent reluctance to employ
America’s full military might is not necess-
arily evidence of weakness. It may reflect
recognition that escalation without a de-
fined end state can create more problems
thanitsolves. Iran, meanwhile, has organ-
ised much of its defence around the
knowledge that it cannot win a conven-
tional contest with the US. Missiles,
drones, dispersed launchers, under-
ground facilities and the capacity for in-
termittent attacks offer another method:
Remaining dangerous enough to deny an
adversary an easy conclusion.

My study of Iranian missile develop-
ment taught me how little outsiders know
about concealed inventories. Destroyed
launchers and damaged factories reveal
neither serviceable weapons remaining
nor Iran’s capacity to replace them. His-
torical links with North Korean missile
technology and Chinese equipment,
alongside relations with Russia, merit at-
tention. Yet these do not establish that
any country is currently replenishing
Iran’s arsenal.

Supply chains challenge assumptions

about isolation. Iran’s northern land
borders, Caspian access and overland
commercial routes receive little attention
compared with its vulnerable southern
coastline. Across West Asia, ISIS and the
Houthis have demonstrated how
weapons move through indirect networks
despite surveillance, hostile borders and
maritime interdiction. Iran’s require-
ments are far greater than those of insur-
gent organisations, making direct com-
parisons imperfect. The question is how
quickly Iran can restore sufficient capa-
bility to remain dangerous.

The US faces its own industrial prob-
lem. Reports of exceptionally heavy expen-
diture of Patriot interceptors, alongside
other precision munitions, underline the
mismatch between the speed of consump-
tion in combat and the years sometimes
needed for replenishment. America must
also maintain commitments to Ukraine
and preserve readiness for contingencies
in the Indo-Pacific.

Iran’s endurance has limits, too. Infla-
tion, disrupted trade, reduced revenues,
and civilian hardship can gradually erode
the state’s freedom of action. But economic
distress does not automatically produce
political collapse. A country can remain
militarily disruptive long after its society
has suffered greatly.

Israel can impose further punishment,
but it cannot by itself guarantee Iranian
submission. The Gulf states have little ap-
petite for an expanding war that threatens
their infrastructure and economic ambi-
tions. A wider confrontation involving
Yemen or renewed attacks on shipping
could enlarge the conflict without clarify-
inghow itends.

After November 3, Trump may enjoy
greater political freedom or face sharper
congressional scrutiny. Either result
leaves the military dilemma intact. The
challenge for Washington will be to deter-
mine how much more military force can
realistically achieve, and when diplo-
macy must take over. Ultimately, the abil-
ity to end a war on acceptable terms is a
greater measure of military success than
the ability to prolong it.

The writer is Governor of Bihar and former
commander of the Indian Army’s Chinar Corps

—nottoreject, butto

OIesServe

As a young Belgian who has recently entered the

' CROSS EUROPE, people are taking to the streets to

protest against the rising cost of living, education

= =F and the growingdifficulty of building a stable future.
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Financial
security
increasingly
depends not
only on hard
work, but also
onthe
circumstances
into which one
isborn.
Education
faces similar
pressures

workforce, I understand their frustration. We are
told that hard work, education and ambition will allow us tobuild
the lives we want. In Belgium, buying a house with your partner
and settlingdown haslongbeen considered astep towards adult-
hood, often around the age of 30. Thisisbecoming harder toreal-
isewithout financial support from family. Recent figures suggest
six in 10 young homebuyers get such assistance, compared with
around three in 10 a decade ago. Financial security increasingly
depends not only on hard work, but also on the circumstances
intowhich one is born. Education faces similar pressures.

There is no denying that governments must make difficult
choices about public spending, debt and interest payments. But
these decisions can have consequences for the opportunities
available to the next generation.Idonotbelieve our governments
are deliberately making life harder for young people. Policy-
makers must balance competing priorities with limited resources.
This does not mean young people should remain silent. Peaceful
protest is an essential part of democracy, allowing citizens to ex-
press their concerns and ask their representatives to reconsider
their priorities. The current frustration is understandable, and
governments should listen to it.

There is, however, a distinction between legitimate protest
and violence. Some individuals and organised groups exploit
demonstrationstoengage in vandalism and confrontation. Their
actions can intimidate the public, create difficulties for police and
overshadow the concerns of peaceful demonstrators. Those who
protest peacefully should not be associated with those who de-
liberately cause harm. Protecting the right to demonstrate must
go hand in hand with protecting public safety.

Despite these concerns, I remain optimistic. Buying a home,
achieving financial independence and starting a family may
require more time, planning and sacrifice than they did for pre-
vious generations. But I do not believe our ambitions have be-
come unattainable. I still believe young Europeans can achieve
remarkable things through hard work, determination and the
opportunities our societies provide.

I still value the stability, freedoms, public institutions and
quality of life Europe offers. The protests should not be inter-
preted solely as a rejection of Europe or its governments. They
canbeunderstood asademand to preserve the opportunities that
make our societies worth living in. I do not expect governments
to solve every problem overnight, nor do I believe the state can
guarantee everyone thelife they desire. I simply hope we can con-
tinue working towards a society in which effort and ambition still
matter, regardless of one’s family background. Our generation
faces challenges, but alsoinherits stronginstitutions, democratic
freedoms and considerable opportunities. I remain hopeful that,
by acknowledging our difficulties without losing faith in our fu-
ture, we can protect what makes Europe a good place tolive.

The writer is an auditor based in Ghent, Belgium
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Terrorists gun down seven

Indiernmiante hinag in Abahar village

INDIAN EXPRESS el

TerrorattackinPunjabvillage

SEVEN PEOPLE were killed and six seriously
injured when three terrorists sprayed bullets
from Sten gunsinabusy marketinKhuban
village in Abohar tehsil, Ferozepur district.
According to official reports, the extremists
cametothe village on foot ataround 7.30 pm
and escaped on foot after the killings.

ButaSinghheadstoattacksite

THE HOME Minister, Buta Singh, is leaving for
Abohar following reports of a major terrorist
attack. According to reports givento the
Home Minister by the Punjab government, a

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

group of terrorists resorted to indiscriminate
firing in Khuban village in Sadar police sta-
tion, Abohar town.

Nodecisionon Congress posts

THE CONGRESS-I president, Rajiv Gandhi,
has not yet made a decision on scrapping the
posts of vice-president and working presi-
dent, now held by Arjun Singh and Kamlapati
Tripathirespectively. This became obvious
when the official letters sent to the two
leaders asking them to attend the meeting of
the Central Parliamentary Board mentioned
their official posts. Party sourcesindicated
that adecision on the retention of the two

New Delhi

posts would be considered when the ques-
tion of recasting the AICC-I setup is taken up.

Pakistantoget AWACS soon

THE REAGAN administration will soon clear
sales of AWACS (Airborne Warning and Con-
trol System) to Pakistan. A top Pentagon offi-
cialannounced that Washington was also
willing to deploy American planesand
ground staff in Pakistan till such time as Pak-
istan got its own AWACS from the United
States. In what will be the most significant
defence transfer to Pakistan, the administra-
tion has declared that it would most probably
supply Pakistan with the E-3 AWACS.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
To save his far-right alliance,
Netanyahu is throwing Israel’s
economy under the bus

— Haaretz, Israel
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We need to address theissue of soil health.  Twenty-fiveyears
Four steps can improve the situation

FROMPLATETOPLOUGH

BY ASHOK GULATI
AND RITIKA JUNEJA

HE UNION Minister for Agricul-

tureand Farmers’ Welfare, Shiv-

raj Singh Chouhan, launched

his rabi campaign, “Khet Ba-

chao Abhiyan” (Save the Farm
Campaign), on October 22 in Karnal, Ha-
ryana. Hisfocusisto correct theimbalanced
use of chemical fertilisers, which isharming
soilsand groundwater and polluting the air.
He has appealed to farmers to use balanced
doses of chemical fertilisers, in line with the
doses recommended by state agriculture
universities for major crops. Heiswell aware
of the problem, but the issue is whether the
farmerswill heed his advice, especiallywhen
the pricing policy of urea, diammonium
phosphate (DAP) and muriate of potash
(MOP) gives them wrong signals. Sixteen
years after the nutrient-based subsidy (NBS)
was introduced, the imbalance in the use of
nitrogen (N), Phosphate (P) and potash (K)
hasworsened.

Crops, like humans, need a balanced
meal. ICRIER’s recent policy brief, ‘Repur-
posing India’s Fertiliser Policy towards Nu-
trient Optimisation’, compares actual nu-
trient use in 20 major states with crop- and
irrigation-specific norms between 2009-10
and 2024-25, neatly bracketing the NBS re-
form of2010.

The results are sobering. Nationally, ni-
trogen use has moved from 7 per cent
below its recommended dose to 6 per cent
above it. The phosphorus deficit has nar-
rowed only from 29 to 22 per cent, while the
potassium deficit has deepened from 48 to
72 per cent: Farmers apply just 9 kg of pot-
ash per hectare against aneed of 32 kg. The
N:P:Kratiostands at10.5:4.1:1, against ade-

LLETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Bihar drug crisis

THE EDITORIAL rightly observes
that prohibition has displaced,
rather than defeated, addiction
(‘Bihar needsto talk about prohib-
ition, addiction’, IE, October 24.
Bihar needs pragmatic, evidence-
based solutions beyond the
binary of banning and legalising.
First, prioritise treatment over
imprisonment for eligible first-
time offenders possessing small
quantities for personal use, build-
ingon Section 64A of the NDPS
Act. Second, earmark a fixed
share of excise and GST revenues
foraBihar De-addiction Fund,
with centresin every district hos-
pital. Third, equip ASHA workers
and teachers with screening tools
and establish a toll-free helpline.
Finally, create a narcotics
analytics cell to dismantle
supply chains.

Bablu Kumar Gupta, Lucknow

Strengthen credibility

THE UNITED Nations must dem-
onstrate thatinternational law
applies consistently, regardless
of acountry’s power or influence
(‘UN needs achiefwho can
restore its moral authority’, IE,
October 24). The next secretary-
general should strengthen medi-
ation, improve accountability,
and press member states to hon-
our their commitments. Reform-
ing outdated decision-making
structures is equally important.
Pon Arunkumar, Namakkal

RBI’s challenge

MONETARY POLICY must look

beyond the immediate rise in
prices and assess its widerimpact
on household budgets and busi-
ness costs (‘The problem is infla-
tion’s second-round effects’, IE,
October 24). Persistent inflation
caninfluence wages, rents and
service charges, making tempor-
ary price pressures harder to con-
tain. The RBImust balance price
stability with economic growth
while communicatingits deci-
sions clearly. The government,
meanwhile, should improve
supply chains and address avoid-
able distribution costs. Coordi-
nated action is essential to pre-
vent inflation from becoming
entrenched without unnecess-
arily weakening demand.
KSakunthala, Coimbatore

o 1%

rived normative 2.8:1.5:1. Eleven of 20
major states, led by Jharkhand (72 per cent)
and Punjab (65 per cent), overuse nitrogen.
Every state under-applies potash; Haryana
and Jharkhand apply barely a tenth of what
their crops need.

Why hasareform meantto fixtheimbal-
ance made it worse? Simple economics. NBS
let the prices of phosphatic and potassic fer-
tilisers float with world markets, but kept
ureaoutatafixed price. Between 2010-11and
2024-25, DAP prices nearly tripled to Rs
54/kg, and MOP rose six-fold to Rs 52/kg,
while the price of nitrogen in urea rose byjust
1per cent. Farmersrespond torelative prices.
Nitrogen also makes the crop look green,
while the damage from missing potash
shows up later, and quietly. So, nitrogen’s
sharein NPK useisbacktoabout 67
per cent — the 1970-711evel.

The damage runs from the soil

The subsidy budget for 2026-27
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paradox: Carbon-starved soils cannot hold
what is poured on them, and crops take up
only 30-40 per cent of the nitrogen applied.
Part of the rest escapesinto the air as nitrous
oxide, a greenhouse gas 273 times as potent
ascarbondioxide; Punjab’s fertiliser-related
emissions are nearly double the national
average. Some of the chemical leaches into
groundwater: Nitrate above safe limits has
been found in parts of 502 districts and
carries the risk of “blue baby syndrome” in
infants and chronic illness in adults.
Potassium deficiency weakens resistance
to drought and disease and lowers grain
quality; phosphorus shortage delays flower-
ing. When soilslack zinc and other micronu-
trients, the grains they yield do too, fuelling
the hidden hunger that afflicts millions.
Allthisalsocomesatasteepfis-
cal price. The subsidy budget for
2026-27isRs1.711akh crore. Thedis-

to the plate. Of the 96 lakh samples isRs1.711akh crore. The ruption in the Strait of Hormuz
tested under the Soil Health Card disruption in the Strait of could push the subsidy bill to any-
schemein 2025-26,72 per cent were Hormuz could push the where between Rs 2.5 lakh crore

low in nitrogen, 52 per cent in or-
ganic carbon, 42 per cent in boron
and 37 per cent in zinc. Low ni-
trogen despite its overuse is no

subsidy bill to between Rs 2.5
lakh crore and Rs 31akh crore

and Rs 3 lakh crore, with the urea
subsidy amountingto two-thirds of
this. The benefits are skewed, too:
Punjab gets about Rs 25,700 of ni-

trogen subsidy per hectare, 10 times what
Kerala gets. Add MSP-based procurement
and subsidised power, and the rice-wheat ro-
tation gets locked in. All this hurts aquifers.

What, then, isthe way out? Four steps can
improve the situation.

One, move from input price subsidy to
a direct benefit transfer on a per-hectare
basis and neutral across nutrients and
crops. This will ensure that farmers face the
market price of each nutrient and urea
losesitsartificial edge. AgriStackis creating
digital farmer IDs linked to land records
and crops sown, and a frameworKk for ferti-
liser sale (FFS) will tie each purchase at the
point of sale to that identity. Butidentifying
tenants remains a challenge. If this seems
too abrupt, bring urea under NBS while
lowering DAP and MOP prices in step,
keeping the overall subsidy budget at
around Rs 2 lakh crore.

Two, reward balance where decisions are
made. PM-PRANAM was supposed to re-
ward states that use fertilisers in a balanced
way. But so far, nothing has been disbursed.
The scheme needs fixing, and itsimplemen-
tation should be expedited.

Three, plough the savings in fertiliser
subsidy into drip irrigation and fertigation,
and back productinnovation. Theseinclude
customised and coated fertilisers, triple
super phosphate (TSP) — in place of DAP —
biofertilisers, nano fertilisers, and gene-
edited seeds using nitrogen more efficiently.

Four, follow the 4Rs — right source, rate,
time and place — with plot-level advice
based on soil tests. Rotating cereals with
pulses can cut the next crop’s nitrogen need
by 20-30 per cent. But none of this will stick
in Punjab and Haryanaunless power pricing
and procurement are reformed.

The yardstick of success must change
from total fertilisers applied to balanced
supply of nutrients. India’s soils have been
quietly underwriting our food security for
decades; that account isnow overdrawn. The
real question iswhether the government will
bite the bullet before the soils give way. The
cost of waiting is rising with every season.

Gulatiis distinguished professor and Juneja is
senior fellow at ICRIER. Views are personal

V1JAY PRASHAD

A BOOKSTALL is modest: A few tables,
books arranged by volunteers, someone
who knows which pamphlet might interest
a passing reader. It has become part of our
culture in West Bengal that during Durga
Puja, bookstalls are set up near pandals so
that visitors can glance at them and buy
something to nourish their minds and
souls. The attacks on bookstalls of the Left
this year have revealed the difference be-
tween the ruling BJP’s confidence in its
power and in its ideas. You would only
overturn a table of books if you did not
know how to argue against them.

The CPI(M) has approached the Calcutta
High Court over an alleged attempt by the
police and municipal authorities toremove
its temporary stall in Jadavpur, while sev-
eral Left parties have evidence of vandalism
at several locations. Finance Minister Swa-
pan Dasgupta said that he hangs his head
in shame because these attacks go against
the culture of intellectualism in West Ben-
gal. But hanging his head is insufficient,
since a genuine condemnation by a sitting
minister should produce conse-
quences. Expressions of embar-
rassment cannot substitute for the
government’s obligation to defend
basic democratic rights.

Thebookstalls bring political lit-
erature into the everyday life of
Durga Puja. A family comes tovisit
the pandals and encounters a his-
tory of the working-class move-
ment, or a pamphlet about unem-

We hope that trade unions,
student organisations,
cultural associations, and
neighbourhood groups will
create a Red Books Day in
solidarity with the vandalised
bookstalls of Durga Puja

Whois afraid of
booksin apandal?

ployment. The encounter requires neither
party membership nor agreement with the
ideas.Itisan opportunity tobrowse, toargue,
to buy a book, or to walk away, the ordinary
freedom of the festivals that such intimida-
tion seeks to destroy.

The anti-intellectualism of the BJP, as
the leader of the far right in India, has a
political purpose. It seeks to interrupt the
process from experience to explanation,
from a worker knowing that wages are in-
adequate or a young person knowing the
humiliation of unemployment tolearning
about the structures of exploitation. The
communal politics of the BJP seeks to si-
lence this political education and redirect
the resulting anger towards a neighbour, a
religious minority, or an invented internal
enemy. A bookstall becomes dangerous for
the far right because it asks questions (Who
owns the wealth? Who performs the la-
bour?) that the owners of property would
rather be put out of reach.

Since 2020, the International Union of
Left Publishers has held a global celebra-
tion of the joy of reading called
Red Books Day. It is held on Feb-
ruary 21, the anniversary of the
publication of The Communist
Manifesto in 1848 and Interna-
tional Mother Language Day: Mil-
lions gather to read any red book,
defend radical books, and cel-
ebrate their publishers.

Reading in public in this way
creates a particular kind of collec-

tive life. The books are read and discussed;
the experiences brought to the reading
circle unsettle easy interpretations. We cel-
ebrate reading because readingis the door-
way to knowledge, rationality, and a better
society of humans. Reading together allows
peopletoacquire confidence in their capac-
ity to understand the world and change
their circumstances.

On the Left, we welcome the circulation
of arguments about our ideas to see if they
withstand scrutiny. After the October Revol-
ution, Lenin was asked if the old libraries
should be burnt; he said no. For Lenin, the
entire corpus of past knowledge, even by
conservatives, helped humans enrich their
minds. The entire set of traditions of thought
must remain alive and help us to bring the
totality of human insights into our current
struggles to overcome suffering.

We are against banning books, against
burning books. We want books to be read,
and peopletoflourishin the process. There-
sponse to the attacks in West Bengal should
extend beyond condemnation. We hope that
trade unions, student organisations, cultural
associations, and neighbourhood groups will
gooutintothestreetsand createa Red Books
Day in solidarity with the bookstalls of Durga
Puja. More stalls, more translations, more
readingcircles, more arguments conducted
without fear. Build the stallsagain, then build
another one, then invite everyone to read.

Prashad is chief editor,
LeftWord Books (New Delhi)

of reshaping how
state thinks about
infrastructure
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RAJIvV GAUBA

N OVER 25 years in publiclife, first as Gujarat chief min-
ister and then Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has led a
major expansion of infrastructure. The transformation
of Gujarat’s infrastructure during his tenure as CM is an
important part of the state's development story. At the
national level, too, the transformation has been truly momen-
tous. India’s airport network has more than doubled. The rail-
way system has seen major expansion and modernisation, from
dedicated freight corridors and electrification to the high-
quality experience offered by Vande Bharat trains and redevel-
oped railway stations. National highways have expanded sub-
stantially, and new expressways, ports and metro systems have
transformed the country’s connectivity landscape.

While these changes have rightly attracted considerable
attention, a more fundamental change that Modi’s govern-
ance brought about is the paradigm shift in how infrastructure
is conceptualised, planned and delivered. Previously, infra-
structure creation was approached in a piecemeal manner,
with a ministry, department or agency responsible for indi-
vidual projects. Citizens or businesses, however, do not ex-
perience infrastructure along departmental lines. A person
commuting to work, a farmer transporting crops to a mandi,
or a manufacturer managing a supply chain relies on roads,
railways, ports, water, and power as an integrated system.
When even one linkin this chain is weak or missing, the return
on every other investment and ease of living suffers. Rather
than looking at infrastructure solely through the lens of the
department responsible for delivering a particular asset, Modi
focuses on the larger outcome it is meant to achieve. This out-
come-oriented, citizen-centric perspective has been a hall-
mark of his approach to administration.

We can see the beginnings of this approach in histenure in
Gujarat. Initiatives such as Pragati Path, Pravasi Path, Vikas
Path and Kisan Path were designed around distinct connectiv-
ity requirements. The development of Special Investment Re-
gions, including the Dholera Special Investment Region,
brought together land, infrastructure and connectivity with
the objective of creating large economic nodes. Modi’sidea was
to plan infrastructure in relation to how people lived, where
their livelihoods were located, where industry could develop
and how goods needed to move.

Did government departments not coordinate before Gati
Shakti? Of course they did. But there is a fundamental differ-
ence between the coordination that governments have tradi-
tionally practised and the approach Gati Shakti seeks to insti-
tutionalise. Instead of discovering interdependencies when
they spark a conflict on the ground, planners now identify
them while projects are still on the drawing board. Before a
road isdesigned, what else is slated for that corridor? If a port
is meant to serve a wider region, how will its hinterland be
connected, and can these investments be sequenced so that
one is ready the moment the other goes live? The Gati Shakti
approach helped discover such interdependencies and miti-
gate conflicts, which helped plan projects in such a way that
it optimised the costs.

Whileitistemptingto describe Gati Shakti as an infrastruc-
ture reform, it is much more than that. It is a shift in how the
government thinks about public investment. Indian businesses
compete in global markets where logistics costs, reliability and
delivery times affect the final price of a product. As India enters
intonew trade agreements and seeks to deepen its participation
in global supply chains, the ability to move raw materials and
finished goods efficiently becomes an important part of com-
petitiveness. Reducing logistics costs, therefore, cannot be sep-
arated from the way roads, railways, ports, waterways, ware-
houses and industrial locations are planned togethetr.

Planning is only one part of the challenge; effective execu-
tion is equally important. Infrastructure projects can encounter
arange of bottlenecks duringimplementation, whether related
to land acquisition, statutory clearances, shifting of utilities,
law and order, or coordination between different ministries
and between the Centre and the states. PRAGATI was con-
ceived to address these challenges by bringing the relevant
authorities together to review projects, resolve implementation
issues and accelerate delivery.

Together, Gati Shakti and PRAGATT illustrate a defining fea-
ture of Modi’s approach to administration: The ability to see
the larger system while remaining attentive to the specific
bottlenecks that can hold up an individual project.

Ultimately, the significance of Modi’s 25 years in public of-
fice lies not just in the physical assets built on the ground, but
in how he has reshaped the way the state thinks about infra-
structure itself. A state that takes a system-level approach,
firmly anchored on providing a seamless experience to citizens
and improving the productivity of the wider economy.

The writer is member, NITI Aayog and a former cabinet secretary

LIVLEEN KAHLON

AS A member of Gen X, I stand at the inter-
section of experience and transformation,
having witnessed how environmental chal-
lenges have shaped development priorities.
In1972,the UN conference onthehumanen-
vironment catalysed international environ-
mental action. In India, this momentum
found constitutional expressioninthe42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, which
enshrined environmental protection asboth
a responsibility of the state and a duty of
citizens. Thereal turning pointin India’sen-
vironmental learning journey, however,
came with the Supreme Court’s M C Mehta
judgmentin1991 —itdirected that environ-
mental literacy be made acompulsory com-

At COP,amove from climate learning to climate action

ponent of formal education.

The emergence of climate change edu-
cation coincided with the growing recogni-
tion, since 2010, of climate change as a major
developmental challenge. This called for a
shiftinunderstanding, asawarenesshad to
expand beyond conservation to encompass
resilience and sustainability. Climate liter-
acyineducation was strengthened through
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
and the National Curriculum Framework
for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023. The
national model, Mission LiFE, isalso rooted
in climate change education (CCE). Globally,
CCEisundergoingasimilar transition from
awareness to action. Italy has systematically
integrated climate change and sustainabil-
ity as compulsory topics in schools, while
the US state of New Jersey has incorporated
climate change learning standards across
multiple subjects and grade levels. The

strength of CCE lies in its interdisciplinary
and multidisciplinary nature, bringing to-
gether scientific, social, economic and pol-
icy perspectives. Led by UNESCO, the
Greening Education Partnership has
emerged asthe world’slargest collaborative
platform for climate-ready education.
Around 100 countries and thousands of or-
ganisations havejoined theinitiative, which
spans campuses, curricula, teacher training

Two areas that require more
attention are teacher capacity-
building and the development of
knowledge platforms for
communities that sharea
common geography and face
similar disasters

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

and community interventions.

COP31, which begins on November 9 in
Antalya, Turkey, is particularly important for
sustaining this momentum. It offers an op-
portunity to formalise measurable national
commitments to CCE. Discussions at the
summiit are likely to highlight the growing
international preference for cross-curricular
climate learning. Two areas that require
moreattention are teacher capacity-building
and the development of knowledge plat-
forms for communities that shareacommon
geography and face similar disasters.

COP31 also provides India with a plat-
form to showcase its growing leadership in
CCE. India can demonstrate how sustain-
ability has been mainstreamed through the
NCF-SE 2023, Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE
and NISHTHA, the Centre’s flagship teacher
professional development programme. The
UGC’s Guidelines and Curriculum Frame-

New Delhi

work for Environment Education at Under-
graduate Level (2023) has a mandatory
course that covers sustainability, climate pol-
icy, renewable energy and green technology.
India can also highlight the need for a
stronger regional approach to evolving CCE
from an awareness-based initiative into a
competency-based endeavour focused on
climate literacy, resilience, innovation,
entrepreneurship and green sKills.

The COP’s Turkish presidency has al-
ready identified climate action education
across all segments of society by 2035 asone
of its key priorities, to be pursued through
collaborative projects. COP31 offers a his-
toric opportunity to elevate CCE from
awareness-driven learning to competency-
driven transformation.

The writer is director, Environment
Education and Awareness Division, TERI
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UP medical collegestudent  ‘India will hammer drug cartels’: Shah hails Land, a cancelled

found dead in hostel park

Express News Service
Lucknow, October 25

THE BODY of a 27-year-old
MBBS student was found in a
park below his hostel at a gov-
ernment medical college in
Pratapgarh district on Sunday.

Police said no suicide note
had been recovered and the
cause of death would be clear
after postmortem examination.

The student, Mithlesh
Kumar, was found lying in the
park by fellow hostel residents.
A security guard alerted the col-
lege authorities, who informed
the police and Kumar’s family
in Ballia. He was taken to hos-
pital, where doctors declared
him dead on arrival.

“The picture will become
clear once the postmortem re-

portisreceived,” said Pratapgarh
Circle Officer Ashutosh Mishra.

Kumar was a student of the
2024 batch at Dr Sone Lal Patel
Medical College and was in his
first year after failing his exam-
inations twice, police said.

His room was on the first
floor of the seven-storey hostel
building, which he shared with
two other students. Police
searched the room but found
nothing suspicious. Police are
examining CCTV footage near
the hostel and questioning stu-
dents, including Kumar’s room-
mates. They also recovered his
cellphone and spectacles from
the hostel rooftop, officers said.

A probe is underway, and
police are awaiting postmor-
tem report to establish circum-
stances surrounding his death.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant officers on their Balidan Diwas.

INSPECTOR
DHARAMBIR
SHARMA
24 BN BSF
12.07.1955 -
26.10.1990

ﬁ HEAD
- CONSTABLE
| C M HARISH

m_ 133 BN BSF

~| 03.02.1965 -
26.10.2005

1989.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
Constable Raghubir Singh

ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable Raghubir Singh
of 3rd Battalion, who made the supreme sacrifice in
the line of duty on this day in Jammu & Kashmir in

Veer Balidani
Constable
Ignatious

Kairo
16 Bn

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

{f DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to
‘|Constable Ignatious Kairo of 16 Bn, who made the
supreme sacrifice while assisting Indian Army in
recapturing the posts occupied by the Pak Army during
the Indo-Pak War of 1965 in Jammu & Kashmir, on 26
October 1965. CRPF salutes the braveheart and

pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
| Constable

Singh
74 Bn
7-5-1965 To
26-10-1992

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Ravinder
| L Ravinder Nath|Singh of 74 Bn, who made the supreme
- sacrifice

injuries while bravely countering an
attack by terrorists in Srinagar, Jammu &
Kashmir, on 26 October 1992. CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges never

Nath

after sustaining grievous

Veer Balidani

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn

Constable [tribute to Constable Raj Kumar Sharma
Raj Kumar |of 136 Bn, who made the supreme
Sharma sacrifice after sustaining grievous
136 Bn  |injuries while countering an attack by
1-1-1970 To |Maoists in Jharkhand, on 26 October
26-10-2006

2006. CRPF salutes the braveheart and

pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
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ACROSS DOWN
1Strictly it’s where the rent is 2Reserved for
due(2,3,6) skating (2,3)
9 There’s nothing to restrict the 3 Welcome sort of
view (7) shower (4)
10 Girl who may feel badly 4 Fast, the Italian’s
about public relations (5) pulse (6)
11 Lord of high standing and 5Social occasion for Alicein
narrow outlook (4) Boston?(3,5)
12 He ownsland next to the 6 Real reform that isright
bank (8) before time (7)
14 Submit and face the wall (6) 7Remark about some
16 Averts disaster only to die of section (11)
hunger (6) 8 Secret shuffle in silent
18 Sea and shore — orjust the dance (11)

shore (8)

19 Model company (4)

22 Soone perhaps may find a
catchinit(5)

23 Conrad’s whirlwind
romance? (7)

24 Didn’t succeed in crossing
theice?(4,7)

13 Spring after spring — what a
surprise! (4.,4)

15 No one takes part — it’s most
offensive (7)

17 Grab a bit of sleep perhaps (6)
20 A desire to get together (5)

21 Capable of being put out with

oxygen (2,2))

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6128 ACROSS: 1Patron, 4 Shortage, 9 Teaset, 10
Advanced, 12 Echo, 13 Stood, 14 Idea, 17 Construction, 20 High standing, 23 Reel, 24
Patch, 25 Stet, 28 Enormity, 29 Poirot, 30 Set aside, 31Repaid DOWN: 1Patience, 2
Teaching, 3 Over, 5 Hydrostatics, 6 Reap, 7 Accede, 8 Endear, 11 Stout-hearted, 15
Strip, 16 Moans, 18 Victoria, 19 Agitated, 21 Orders, 22 Resort, 26 Amos, 27 Rose

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Iam whoIchoose tobe.Ialways have been what I chose though

not always __
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.- Lois McMaster Bujold (4,1,7)
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Op Trident that unearthed hawala network

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 25

SIMULTANEOUS RAIDS across
Assam, Mizoram and Manipur
haveledtothearrest of 18 people
and the freezing of1,424 bankac-
counts, exposing hawala trans-
actions worth Rs 100 crore and
rupturing the finances of a nar-
cotics cartel led by a Myanmar-
based drug lord arrested earlier
this year, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Sunday.
Inaposton X, Shah said Op-
eration Trident was carried out
on October 23 to dismantle an
international narcotics cartel
operating across India, Myan-
mar and Bangladesh. “The op-
eration unearthed hawala trans-
actions worth Rs 100 crore, led
to the attachment of properties

| worth Rs17.82 crore and resulted

in the seizure of 500 detonators
and Rs121akh in cash,” he said.

Shah said the network traf-
ficked narcotics across the
borders of India, Myanmar and
Bangladesh through the
“Death Triangle Corridor”.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

Congratulating the anti-nar-
coticsteam drawn from central
agencies and the police forces
of the three states, Shah said the
operation reflected the govern-
ment's resolve to eradicate
every drug network by De-
cember 31, 2029. “India will
hammer until the last nail is
driven into the coffin of drug
cartels,” he said in the post.
Under “Operation Trident”,
the Narcotics Control Bureau,
with 38 teams, raided 38 loca-
tions simultaneously across the
three states, Assam, Mizoram,
and Manipur against transna-
tional narco-financial syndi-

cates, aiming to dismantle the
operational and financial back-
bone of the cartel.

The raids followed days of
covert intelligence fusion, joint
target-mapping and high-level
tactical briefingsamongcentral
and state agencies, a govern-
ment statement said, and were
designed tostrike the syndicates
logistics nodes and illicit finan-
cial arteries at the same time.

The multi-state operation
followed intelligence-led inves-
tigations by the NCB, Mizoram
Police and Enforcement Direc-
torate, tracing backward and
forward links in cases selected
for a 360-degree probe, it said.

“The cartel was led by
Myanmar-based kingpin
Thangcintuangalias Chintuang
alias Tluanga who orchestrated
the cross-border routing of
methamphetamine and heroin
across Myanmar-Mizoram-Ma-
nipur-Assam-Tripura corridor
into mainland India and Bang-
ladesh. He was arrested in May
this year,” it said.

Actingunder aunified com-
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mand structure, 38 multi-
agency composite teams were
mobilised concurrently across
38 pre-identified locations in
the three states. “The strikes
covered key urban hubs and
sensitive border corridors, in-
cluding Aizawl, Champhai and
the Indo-Myanmar border trad-
ing town of Zokhawthar in Mi-
zoram, along with linked oper-
ative bases in Churachandpur,
Manipur, and the Cachar transit
corridor in Assam,” it said.
Despite challenging terrain
and vast geographical spread,
exceptional inter-departmental
coordination ensured all
searches, enquiries, and finan-
cial audits were executed simul-
taneously, preventing the flight
of suspects or concealment ofiil-
licit assets, the statement said.
“Earlier phases of the probe
dismantled key parts of the car-
tel, including kingpin Thang-
cintuang, alias Chintuang or
Tluanga, who was arrested in
Delhi after inter-state surveil-
lance and intelligence-led op-
erations,” the statement said.

Minor girls abuse:
New FIR registered
against Veeramani

Chennai: Police registered a
case against granite baron Veer-
amani after a minor girl com-
plained. Eight people have
been arrested; complaints con-
cern 12 minor girls. The eighth
case dates to October 21.

Veeramani, Shanthi and Ma-
hendrasimhan were arrested by
Chennai Police Anti-Vice Squad
on August 29. Ganesan, accused
of possessing a videowithoutin-
forming police, was arrested on
September 22. Three drivers ac-
cused of transporting minors
were arrested on October 5, fol-
lowed by CNS manager Sakthi-
vel on October 18.

ASITisquestioning four sus-
pectsat Peravallur police station.
Archana was also questioned
about Veeramani’sactivitiesand
alleged financial transactionsto
evadelegal action. Look Out Cir-
culars have been issued against
five suspects to prevent them
fleeing the country. PTI

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS
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BY BILL WATTERSON

SUSIE, HOREES THOUGHT
1 WAS RUDE, SO 1M SORRY.
AND YO CAN TOME. PLAY
WiTH US IF YO WANT.

THANKS, CALNIN, THAYS
RENAN NICE OF YOu

Ok, WE'LL PLAY WOUSE ™OW.
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL1s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appearin
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

SUDOKU 6483

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;
Ss =Very Hard;

6s = Genius

marriage & money:
3 Assammen heldin
Bengaluru blast case

Express News Service
Bengaluru, October 25

THE BENGALURU police ar-
rested three childhood friends
from Assam in connection
with Tuesday’s improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) blast in Pu-
lakeshinagar, stating personal
rivalry was the motive behind
the incident that injured two
workers.

Commissioner of Police
Seemant Kumar Singh said the
police had examined every
possible angle, including ter-
rorism, before establishing the
motive, adding that 10 police
teams examined 1,500 CCTV
cameras and questioned over
100 people.

The police identified the ar-
rested men as Bhurhan Aha-
mad Burbhuiyya, 20, Jahidull
Hussain Burbhuiyya, 27, and
Sajidull Lashkar, 22, all natives
of Dinanathpur in Assam’s
Hailakhandi district. Jahidull
is related to Allauddin Barb-
haij, 53, a security guard from
Assam who was among the in-
jured victims, police said.

According to police, Bhur-
han worked as a welder and
electrician at Maski in Karna-
taka’s Raichur district, Jahidull
worked asa salesman at a Cake
ofthe Day shopin Jayanagarin
Bengaluru, and Sajidull
worked at Bytwocoffee in Mal-
leshwaram.

A police officer said Jahi-
dull and Allauddin had family
disputes between them.

“There was a land dispute,
a financial dispute, and re-
cently Jahidull’s sister’s mar-
riage was cancelled reportedly
due to Allauddin’s interfer-
ence. In order to avenge it,
Jahidull sought his childhood
friend Bhurhan’s help,” the of-
ficer said.

The three friends had cre-
ated a WhatsApp group, and
Bhurhan suggested the IED
blast, according to the police.

Seemant Kumar Singh said,
“He has done research online
onhowto create an IED. There

| isalot of browsing history and
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Bhurhan,
Jahidulland
Sajidull were
arrestedin
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we are looking into it. We will
also see the places from where
raw materials were sourced.”

After allegedly assembling
the IED device, Bhurhan came
close to where Allauddin lived
in Bengaluru.

He called him up and said
there was a parcel in his name
which could be collected at a
petty shop near his residence.

Allauddin collected the par-
celand went to his room. How-
ever, he did not open it soon.
According to the police, Bhur-
han phoned him and press-
ured him to open the parcel.

But Allauddin found it hard
to open the parcel. Suraj
Kumar, 28, a painter from Go-
rakhpur, helped him open the
parcel, which then exploded,
injuring both. Surajwas injured
more severely.

The blast occurred at an
under-construction building
in East Bengaluru’s Pulikeshi-
nagar on the night before the
main Dasara celebrations, and
early speculation suggested it
could have been the result of
someone experimenting with
making an explosive device.

The police said they made
the arrests within 72 hours of
the incident.

A National Investigation
Agency (NIA) team also ar-
rived in Bengaluru to see if
there was any terrorism angle
to the blast.

BY GEORGIANICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Parents have to be patient with
their kids today. All of you have to be patient with others
when discussing shared property, taxes, debt, inherit-
ances, as well as social occasions or involvements with
friends and groups. Tonight: Check your belongings.

Tonight: Be modest.

S 000600066

TAURUS (APR 21-MAY 21): The full Moon s in your sign,
The Moonis at odds with Pluto and Mars. “Our options are
limited, Captain. We cannot fire and we cannot flee.” Sit
this one out. Tonight: You’re in charge.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Arguments and disputes are
classic today because a number of planets are at odds with
each other. This means don’t go looking for trouble,
because it will easily find you. Your work might be ham-
pered by delays and mistakes. Tonight: Seek privacy.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You will feel the energy of
today's full Moon. Today's Moon is at odds with both Pluto
and Mars, encouraging competition, confrontations, even
jealousy. Quarrels about money and possessions might
take place. Tonight: Be friendly.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Thisis a challenging day as the
full Moon is at odds with your sign, possibly triggering irri-
tation and annoyance with others. One upside is that
secrets could be revealed, which might be a good thing.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): You might be quick to make a
retort to someone today. You will notice that othersare a
bit touchy too. Today’s full Moon is supportive to you. Be
patient with others. Tonight: Learn something.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Although many of you can
debate eloguently, as arule, avoid confrontations. Con-
frontations about money, possessions, social occasions
and issues related to organisations are likely. Keep your
head down. Tonight: Check your finances.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 - NOV 23): Cut yourself some slack
today, because the vibes are challenging. Relations with
authority figures and family members are potentially con-
tentious. Tread carefully. Tonight: Listen and cooperate.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Avoid controversial
subjects today, as it's easy to fallinto an argument or dis-
pute with someone. Discussions with relatives and neigh-
bours will be dicey. Today’s full Moon can create problems
with work colleagues. Take it easy. Tonight: Get organised.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23-JAN 20): Thisis a popular time for
you, especially because friends and contacts from the past
are backin your world. Be patient with your kids today and

avoid disputes about shared property and money. Keep

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Your dealings with parents
and authority figures will be challenged today. This is not
the day to ask for approval. Relations with spouses and
close friends are also on thinice. Patience and diplomacy
are your best friends today. Tonight: Relax at home.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Avoid touchy subjects
like politics, religion and racial issues today. Don’t be
demanding with co-workers, because arguments can

quickly flare up. Give yourself an easy schedule. Avoid
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Tonight: Listen to someone.
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Couple found
dead onrly track
in Jharkhand after

Instagram video

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, October 25

THE BODIES of a young inter-
faith couple were found on arail-
way track in Jharkhand’s Jam-
tara district on Saturday
morning. The circumstances
surrounding their deaths re-
main under investigation.

The deceased were identified
asRocky Kumar Mandal, 20,and
Nazia Khatoon, 18, residents of
Ringochingo village under Kar-
matand police station limits. Po-
lice said their bodies were found
near thelocal railway water tank.

Karmatand police stationin-
charge Alakh Nath Chaubey said
the couple, who had reportedly
been in a relationship for a few
years, had left their homes on
Friday eveningto visit a fair.

According to the officer, the
two later visited a temple. A
video purportedly posted on In-
stagram and attributed to Rocky
showsthe couple withonehand
each tied together with a blue
cloth. The post carries a mess-
age, “I'm telling all the villagers
one thing: do not separate this
bond of ours. Whereveryoubury
us or whatever you do, do it to-
gether, the message accompany-
ingthe post reads,” he said.

Terror as statecraft unacceptable,
not all show zero tolerance: EAM

DivyaA
New Delhi, October 25

WITHOUT NAMING Pakistan,
External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankaron Sundaysaid thatthe
use of terrorism as an instru-
ment of statecraft was unaccept-
able, calling for a strong global
resolve to counter terrorism in
allits forms and manifestations.
Whilespeakingataneventin
New Delhi, he called out coun-
tries for allowing “political cal-
culations” to take precedence
over displaying zero tolerance
towards terror-sponsoring
states. “Terrorism is another
deadly threat to peace. Itsusage
as an instrument of statecraft is
simply unacceptable. It can
neverbejustified. It canneverbe
rationalised. Yet, it continues be-
cause notall statesreally display
zero tolerance,” he said.
Afewweeks ago, speaking at
a conversation hosted by the
Asia Society in New York, Jai-
shankar said that terrorism ema-
nating fromits neighbourisone
of India’s primary concerns, and
ifthisis not fully appreciated by
New Delhi’s partners, it affects
bilateral ties, alluding to India-
USrelationsamid anupswingin
Washington-Islamabad ties.

Odisha mobilises
personnel, orders
evacuations, braces
for very severe cyclone

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, October 25

AS ODISHA braces for a very se-
vere cyclonic storm that is ex-
pected to cross the Andhra Pra-
desh coast on October 28, the
state government on Sunday
stepped up preparations, mobi-
lising personnel and equipment
invulnerable areas.

Initslatestbulletin, theIndia
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said adepression over the
Bay of Bengal islikely to crossthe
Andhra Pradesh coast between
Bapatla and Visakhapatnam as
a very severe cyclonic storm,
with maximum sustained winds
of 115-125 kmph and gusts up to
140 kmph. The depression over
east-central and adjoining
southeast Bay of Bengal re-
mained practically stationary
during the past three hours and
lay centred at 0830 hoursIST on
October 25, 2026, over the same
region, the bulletin said.

It said: “Moving west-north-
westwards, itis very likely to in-
tensify further into a cyclonic
storm over the east-central and
adjoining west-central Bay of
Bengal by the morning of Oc-
tober 26, and into severe cyclonic
storm over the west-central Bay
of Bengal around the morning of
October 27. Thereafter, it is very
likely to move northwestwards,
intensify further into a very se-
vere cyclonic storm and reach
the west-central Bay of Bengal
near the Andhra Pradesh coast
around morning of October 28.”

Five Odisha districts bordering
AndhraPradesh—Ganjam, Ga-
japati, Koraput, Rayagada and
Malkangiri — are under ared
warning for heavy tovery heavy
rainfall from October 27, the bull-
etin said.

CM Mohan Charan Majhi
said although system was fore-
cast to make landfall in Andhra
Pradesh, the statewould take no
chances and remain fully pre-
pared for any eventuality. He di-
rected officials to prioritise pub-
lic safety, evacuation and
emergency response, reiterating
state’s zero-casualty objective.

Inacircular, the Odisha gov-
ernment directed all additional
chief secretaries, principal sec-
retaries, commissioner-cum-
secretaries and senior govern-
ment officials to remain at their
headquarters from October26to
ensure administrative readiness
and respond to any exigencies.
In another circular, it cancelled
theleave of all district collectors,
district magistrates and other of-
ficers posted in critical offices.
The state has directed officials to
evacuate people to safer loca-
tions. “Around 60 Odisha Dis-
aster Rapid Action Force teams
and 17 National Disaster Re-
sponse Force teams have been
deployed, while 225 Fire Services
teamsareonhighalert,” he said.

The IMD has forecast heavy
to very heavy rainfall across
Odisha from October 27t029, ac-
companied by thunderstorms,
and gusty surface winds of 60-70
kmph. --WITHPTIINPUTS

Jaishankar then said terror-
ism remained one of India's pri-
mary concerns, particularly be-
cause of what he described as
“decades” of attacks originating
from Pakistan. He said, “If some-
thingwhich matterssodeeply to
us, there isn't enough under-
standing or appreciation or em-
pathy of that, I think that creates
aproblemtoo.”

OnSunday, while speakingat
the Chinmaya Amrit Mahotsav
Global Sammelan on Non-Dual-
ism for World Understandingon
the occasion of UN Day, Jaishan-
kar said, “Despite history hold-
ing so many lessons, some still
allow political calculations to
take precedence. The world
must therefore develop sharper
awareness about this common
threat, and it must come to-
getherwith stronger resolveand
counter-terrorismin all its forms
and manifestations.”

A day earlier, India con-
demned the attack on a church
in Jordan’s Karak, which
claimed seven lives and left 34
injured. In an official statement
released by the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA), New Delhi
termed the strike a “heinous”
and “cowardly” act, while also
reiterating its commitment to

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar addresses 75th Chinmaya Amrit
Mahotsav Global Sammelanin New Delhi on Sunday. pri

combating terrorism globally.

Jaishankar pointed to the
twomajor wars—in Ukraine and
in West Asia saying. “There are
today two major conflicts going
on in the world: in Ukraine and
in West Asia...Societies and
economies, peoples far away,
who havelittle say in the matter,
are actually paying the cost. We
cannot remain helpless specta-
tors," he said.

Jaishankar said “India ex-
presses global sentiment when
weurge thatdialogue and diplo-
macy are the only solution. We

are makingefforts ourselvesand
are open to working with other
partnerstothatend”.

The minister highlighted
the link between peace, econ-
omic progress, and shared pros-
perity and that they are “the flip
side of conflict and violence,
and theytoo are equally indivis-
ible. The world cannot advance
halfprosperous and half denied
in an era of intricate supply
chains, of globalised markets,
and of common resources. This
issimply a prescription for con-
tinuous instability™.

Duringhisaddress, he spoke
on the need for reforms in the
United Nations, emphasising
that the shortcomings and limi-
tations of the global body must
be recognised and addressed,
and that the case for reformed
multilateralism was becoming
stronger by the day.

“Large parts of theworld can-
not be left out from decision-
making. The UN must show
leadership, not be a spectator to
global crises,” hesaid. Calling for
arenewed commitment to col-
lective action, Jaishankar said
the international community
must continue to work towards
long-awaited changesintheglo-
bal multilateral system.

Jaishankar said that the in-
ternational community cannot
remain helpless as bystanders
and populations bear the cas-
cadingeconomicbruntofraging
wars in Ukraine and West Asia.

Emphasising that global gov-
ernance structures established
eight decades ago under Article
1of the UN Charter were meant
toactasacentre forharmonising
international actions, he noted
that current institutional grid-
locksleave far-removed popula-
tions suffering from conflicts
they had norole in starting.

Ray institute students call for protests

nationwide, varsity defends its actions

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, October 25

THE STUDENTS of Satyajit Ray
Film and Television Institute
(SRFTI), Kolkata called for a na-
tionwide campus protest on Oc-
tober 27 against what they called
“saffronisation of educational
institutions”, as their agitation
entered 28th day.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Sunday, they called
upon student unions, univer-
sities and colleges across the
country to join them in protest
against “growing suppression of
dissent”.

Shubham Waydande, who
has been rusticated and holds
the position of vice president of
the SRFTI students union said,
“While we are holding this press
conference, my fellow students
atSRFTIare beingthreatened of
disciplinary action by the vice
chancellor. He has already rusti-
cated sixstudentsand said there
will be complaints filed against
the protesting students. He has
closed down the institute. We
havebeen told tovacate the hos-
tels till November 13 and power
supply to the classrooms have
been cut. The water filters are
notbeing maintained. We refuse
tobe intimidated.”

Aaron P Joy, another stu-
dent, said, “It is evident what
they’retryingtodo. Theyaretry-
ing to dismantle the spaces of
opposition and criticism, the
core principles of our Constitu-
tion. Ifthey’re ableto crackdown
on these pieces, then a gener-
ation would grow without know-
ing the constitution. They are
tryingto create ageneration that
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Students distribute food as the canteen remained closed amid

protest at SRFTI campus. ExPRESS

iseasytotackleand manipulate.
We will not let them do that. We
have a vice-chancellor who is
spreading fake narratives
against students. We see a simi-
lar pattern in Jamia Milia Isla-
mia, Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, Jadavpur University,
SRFTI...” The students union
have put forward several de-
mands to stop the “saffronisa-
tion of campus spaces”.

“Stop the appointment of
Sangh Parivar/RSS-affiliated of-
ficialsto positions of authority in
educational institutions where
such appointments are used to
suppress dissent and under-
mine democratic campus life.
Revoke the rustication of stu-
dents across the country who
have faced punitive action for
expressingdissent. Conduct stu-
dentunion electionson all cam-
puses where elections have not
been held for successive terms.
Enact the Rohith Vemula Actto

address caste discrimination
and institutional discrimination
in educational institutions.
Withdraw the Viksit Bharat Shik-
sha Adhishthan Bill, 2025. With-
draw the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020. Stop militar-
isation and surveillance of cam-
puses. Stop privatization of edu-
cational institutions,” the
students union statement said.
Meanwhile, registrar Deepak
Kumar, in astatement, said that
Waydande “has been rusticated
for three semesters and, under
the applicable rules, is not eli-
gible to be part of the students’
body during this period. There-
fore, his statements, or those of
other individuals who are no
longer eligible to represent the
union, should not automatically
be taken as reflecting the views
or wishes of the entire student
community,” the statement said.
Theinstitute, in a press state-
ment, has clarified that the dis-

ciplinary actions initiated
against certain students are re-
lated to specific acts of miscon-
duct, vandalism, defacement
and physical assault. Any at-
tempttolink these actionstostu-
dents’legitimate exercise of their
right to protest misrepresents
both the facts and the specific
grounds on which proceedings
were started.

“The rustications and show-
cause notices were issued in re-
sponse to clear violations of the
Institute’s bye-laws and stan-
dards of student conduct. Rec-
ommendations for disciplinary
action were made by the Dean's
Council, comprising the Heads
of Departments, the Dean, the
Registrar, and members of the
Fact-Finding Committee consti-
tuted toexamine theincidents,”
the statement said.

The press release stated that
the V-C's office sustained signifi-
cant damage, including shat-
tered window panes and dam-
aged furniture, while water and
air-conditioning lines were al-
legedly cut deliberately.

V-C Santosh Ajmera said,
“SRFTI is a world-class institu-
tion that promotes creativity, ar-
tistic values and individual skill
sets. Itiscommitted to nurturing
anenvironment where students
can learn, create and develop as
filmmakers. The present situ-
ation must not overshadow the
institute’s larger academic pur-
pose or the interests of the stu-
dent community asawhole. We
remain committed to the safety
and well-being of our students
and to restoring academic nor-
malcy at the earliest possible op-
portunity.”

Bengal’s controversial 1972 election: why BJP is citing it

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, October 25

MORE THAN five decades after
one of West Bengal’s most con-
troversial Assembly elections,
the 1972 polls are back in the
spotlight. BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey recently invoked the elec-
tion to target Congress, drawing
on allegations made by CPI(M)
at the time that the party had
used state power, intimidation
and electoral malpractice to se-
cure asweeping victory.

The BJP, which has re-
peatedly faced accusations from
Opposition parties of undermin-
ing democratic institutions and
electoral processes, isnow citing
the Left’s account to turn the
tables on the Opposition.

The episode revisits a defin-
ing moment in West Bengal’s
political history, when allega-
tions of large-scale rigging, viol-
ence against political workers
and suppression of electoral
competition dealt a blow to the
credibility of democratic pro-
cess. The results of the March
1972 Assembly election came as
asurprise to many observers. Al-

though a Congress victory was
anticipated, given political cli-
mate and 1971 Bangladesh Lib-
eration War backdrop, the scale
of success was unexpected.

The Congress won 216 of the
280 seats, while its ally, the CPI,
secured 35. The CPI(M), which
hadwon 113 seatsin the 1971 As-
sembly election, was reduced to
just 14. The Left had contested
election in an alliance with sev-
eral parties, making its electoral
rout all the more striking.

Yet, the tally concealed a
more complicated picture of
popular support. In an article
published in the Economic and
Political Weeklyon April 15,1972,
CPI(M) leader Biplab Dasgupta
argued that the result bore little
relation to its share of the vote.

“The number of seatsbagged
by that party (Congress) in the
recent election is misleading
and unfair as a measure of its
popular support,” he wrote.

The CPI(M) had secured
about 28% of the vote, he noted.
“Had its seats reflected this vote
share proportionately, it would
have won around 78 seats in-
stead of 14. The party’s vote

share, moreover, was only mar-
ginally below the Congress’s 29%
inthe 1971 election,” he argued.

Dasgupta pointed to absence
of a uniform swing against the
CPI(M). While the party had lost
in many constituencies, it had
gained inothers. The CPI(M)-led
front, hesaid, had secured about
36% of votes but only 20 seats.

Forthe Left, the disparity be-
tween votes and seats became a
centralargumentin challenging
the legitimacy of the result.

Rabin Dev, now a CPI(M)
central committee member, was
23 at the time.“Congress goons
attacked our office. I ran away
and gotintoatram. Theychased
and beat me and threw me out,”
he said, adding that local resi-
dents took him to hospital with
severe injuries.

Dev recalled hearing in hos-
pital that Jyoti Basu, the CPI(M)'s
senior leader and candidate
from Baranagar, had withdrawn
his candidature after witnessing
“large-scale rigging”.

Ramala Chakraborty, then
associated with the students’
movement and later a leader of
the All India Democratic

Siddhartha Shankar Ray-the
last Congress CM of West
Bengal. EXPRESS ARCHIVE

Women’s Association, recalled
theviolence. She said her family
had been forced to leave its resi-
dence and movie. Recounting
an incident in the Purba Sinthi
area, Chakraborty said a CPI(M)
party meeting on March 5, 1972
—sixdaysbefore polling—was at-
tacked by police and Congress
workers. Five comrades were
killed, she recalled.

The account ofthe 1972 elec-
tion by the Election Commission
(EC) recorded disturbances at
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several pollingstations, particu-
larly in and around Kolkata, as
well as tension among political
parties, workers and supporters.

Opposition parties then al-
leged large-scalerigging in many
constituencies. The poll panel,
however, recorded only a few
number of formal complaints
from voters who claimed they
hadbeen prevented from voting.

The CPI(M) denounced the
result and stayed away from the
legislature for much of Assem-
bly’sterm, challenging thelegit-
imacy of the Congress govern-
ment, terming it a “semi-fascist
takeover”. The party character-
ised the outcome asabetrayal of
democraticnorms, and the elec-
tion became a defining griev-
ance inits political narrative.

The 1972 election followed
years of political instability,
changesof governmentsand es-
calating violence.

The Congress had domi-
nated the state after Indepen-
dence, but divisions within the
party and the emergence of
competing political formations
weakened its position duringthe
1960s. The Bangla Congress

emerged fromasplitinthe Con-
gress, while the Communist
movement divided in 1964 into
the CPIand the CPI(M).

The state witnessed an as-
sembly electionin1967. another
in 1969, followed by mid-term
polls in 1971 and 1972.At the
same time, West Bengal was ex-
periencing rise of the Naxalite
movement. By 1971, the situ-
ation had deteriorated.

The 1972 election brought
Siddhartha Shankar Ray to
power, the last Congress CM to
hold the post. His government’s
most consequential actions in-
cluded a severe crackdown on
the Naxalite movement.

Thousands of young people
were arrested during the period,
while allegations of custodial
abuse, extrajudicial killings and
police excesses became part of
the record of state repression.
Ray’s political significance ex-
tended beyond West Bengal. He
was an important adviser to
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
before the Emergency was de-
clared in June1975.
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57-yr-old mandies as
judge’s minor son
driving car rams
2-wheeler in Keralam

Express News Service
Thiruvananthapuram,
October25

AN ADDITIONAL district
judge’s minor son drove his
father’s car into atwo-wheeler,
leading to the death of the 56-
year-old rider in Kerala’s Er-
nakulam district early on Sun-
day.

Police booked the 17-year-old
forabailable offence and let him
go home initially, but was later
forced toslap culpable homicide
not amounting to murder
charges following intervention
of state Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala.

The victim, Jayabalakrish-
nan, was returning home after
closing his small eatery when
theaccidenttook place at Chera-
nallor around 2.30 am under
Kochi city police limits. The
judge's son tried to escape from
the spot with the partially dam-
aged car. But local people
stopped him and handed him
over to police.

Jayalakshmi, arelative ofthe
victim, alleged that the judge,
who reached the police station
after the accident, threatened
the family when they ques-
tioned him. “When I asked the
judge whether he was aware of
thelaw prohibiting minors from
driving cars, hebecame agitated
and told us not to teach him the
law. He said, ‘Don't question
him’. Police also removed the car
immediately from thespottode-
stroy evidence. We will fight the
caseastheincidentshowsthear-
rogance of a person holding a
judicial post,” she told reporters.

Initially, police registered a
case under BNS Sections 106(1)
and 281, relating to causing
death by negligence and rash
driving, respectively. Without
producing the minor before the
Juvenile Justice Board or the

* BRIEFLY

Thejudgewillfacea
caseunder Section
199A of the Motor
Vehicle Act, which
deals with offences
committed by
Jjuveniles driving
motorvehicles

court, police allowed him to go
home. This evoked widespread
protest, forcing Chennithala to
stepin.

Following his intervention,
police slapped non-bailable BNS
section 105 against the minor.
“The boy will be taken to cus-
tody again as he was booked for
culpable homicide and will be
produced before the court. Be-
sides, his father will also face a
case as per the law. Direction in
thisregard hasbeengiventothe
police,” said an official in the
Home Minister’s office.

Police said they were exam-
ining whether the teenager was
driving under the influence of
drugs or alcohol. “The doctor
who examined him has reported
thatthe minorwasnotunderthe
influence of alcohol. Yet we have
collected his blood samples for
detailed examination,” said po-
lice.

The judge will face a case
under Section 199A of the Motor
Vehicle Act, which deals with of-
fences committed by juveniles
driving motor vehicles. In 2024,
the Kerala High Court held that
the guardian of a minor or the
owner of a vehicle driven by a
minor could be prosecuted
under this section.

The provision prescribesim-
prisonment of up to three years
and a fine of Rs 25,000 for the
guardian or vehicle owner, sub-
ject to statutory conditions.

CM Yumnam Khemchand Singh during an inspection of Sinai Campin
Manipur’s Kangpokpi district on Sunday. i

MANIPUR

State cannot achieve lasting peace
as long as gun culture exists: CM

MANIPUR CHIEF Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh on
Sunday visited Sinai Camp, adesignated camp for militants
under Suspension of Operations agreement in Kangpokpi
district on Sunday. The CRPF took over the camp following
joint operationsinvolvingits COBRA unit, police and other
security forces in aftermath of the killing of three firewood
collectors near Imphal’s Nongshum. Khemchand inspected
the camp premises and was briefed by CRPF and Assam
Rifles officers on recent operations. Interacting with senior
security officers and personnel, the CM commended CRPF's
CoBRA Battalion foritsleadingrole in the operation.
“Manipur cannot progress or achieve lasting peace aslong as
agun culture exists,” the CM said, appealing to the peopleto
shunviolence, surrender illegal arms and work collectively
towards restoring peace and harmony in the state. ENS

Drugseizure case
accused escapes
Rajasthan lock-up

AN ACCUSED arrested in
connection with seizure of
narcotics worth around Rs
1.30 crore escaped from a po-
licelock-upinRajasthan's
Dholpur district after break-
ingawindow on Sunday, of-
ficialssaid. The accused,
SrinivasanT (45),aAndhra
Pradesh resident, was on po-
liceremand at Deholi police
station, police said. The es-
cape cametolight early Sun-
day when constable Manoj
checked thelock-upand
found Srinivasan missing.
He immediately informed
SHO Shaitan Singh. Dholpur
Superintendent of Police
Vikas Sangwan suspended
constables Vishnuand
Jogesh foralleged
negligence in duty following

| theescape.PTI

Onedead, three
injuredin Moga
shooting

ONE PERSON died, and
three others wereinjured
after multiple gunshots were
fired in the Mohalla Angad-
puraof Punjab’s Moga town
late on Sunday, police said.
The Moga police said, prima
facie, the assailants arrived
inablackScorpioand
opened fire at members of an
extended family who were
sitting outside their homes.
Inspector Varun Kumar, the
SHO, Moga City South police
stationsaid, “The injured
were rushed to hospital. One
oftheinjured personsison
ventilator support...Prima
facie,itisacase of personal
enmity and the family has
named some suspects. We
areregisteringan FIR after
recording the statementofa
family member.” ENS
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Fish oil fails brain health test

ILLIONS TAKE fish oil
M supplementsin hopes

of protecting their
memory and keeping their
brains healthy as they age. Now
atwo-year clinical trial found
that fish oil supplements suc-
cessfully delivered Omega-3s to the brain but failed to
improve memory or protect against Alzheimer’s-related
brain shrinkage. Despite the increase in DHA, an
Omega 3 fatty acid, those taking fish oil performed no
better on the cognitive tests than participants receiving
the placebo. Researchers at the University of Southern
California suspect that getting these nutrients through
a healthy diet may offer more benefits.

{ WEEKLY CAPSULE }

Why statins cause muscle pain

CIENTISTS HAVE E
uncovered a surprising EL i

reason why statins, the
widely prescribed cholesterol-
lowering drugs that help pre-
vent heart attacks and strokes,
can cause muscle pain, weak-
ness and even severe muscle damage. Using advanced
imaging technology, researchers at the University of
British Columbia discovered that statins can attachtoa
crucial proteinin muscle cells and force open a channel
that normally controls calcium flow. This causes cal-
ciumto leak continuously, potentially damaging
muscle tissue. The discovery could help researchers
designtreatments that are easier to tolerate.

—

CIENTISTS IN Germany
have found away todra-
matically reverse the mol-
ecularage of humancells,
transforming blood cells from
an 80-year-old personinto
stem cells withan age signature
of less than 20 years. Researchers at the University Hos-
pital of Bonn achieved this transformation by repro-
gramming immature red blood cells into neural stem
cells, which can eventually develop into brain cells.
Molecular markers associated with ageing were effec-
tively reset, making the cells more than 60 years
younger at the molecular level. The study tracked how
cellular reprogramming reversed molecular ageing.

Reversing 60 years of ageing

Vitamin C and cancer link

SURPRISING clinical trial
Aat the Van Andel

Research Institute sug-
gests that taking vitamin C daily

couldimprove survivalin
people with precancerous

blood disorders and early-stage

blood cancers. Patients receiving the supplement had
fewer adverse events and showed a promising survival
advantage, raising hopes thatacommon vitamin could
help protect against leukemia-related complications.
One of the mostimportant discoveries concerns an
enzyme that helps prevent cancerous growth by con-
trolling whether particular genes are switched “on” or
“off.” Vitamin C supports the activity of this enzyme.

Coffee calories jumpto 40%

OURMORNING coffee
Ymay be packing more cal-

ories thanyourealise, and
sugarisn’tthe biggest reason. A
study of 30,000 Americans by
Tufts University has found that
non-dairy creamer has over-
taken sugar and milk as the leading source of added
coffee calories, helping drive a nearly 40% increase
between 2003 and 2018. On average, non-dairy
creamers contributed 18.5 calories per day, compared
with 16 calories from sugar and 11 calories from dairy
milk. Non-dairy creamers can be high in saturated fat,
whichis calorie-dense. This could explain the increased
calories resulting from use of non-dairy creamers.

_—

POLICY
MATTERS

CKMISHRA

FORMER HEALTH SECRETARY,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Cancer drug price
cap: Why India
needs abigger plan

Lasting reform must balance affordable
drugs with reliable supplies, quality care

HE DECISION to regulate trade margins on non-sched-

uled cancer medicines is a welcome step. It responds

toagenuine concern. Inawelfare state, the government

hasaresponsibility to ensure that healthcare isboth ac-

cessible and affordable, while creating an environment
inwhich quality care can be delivered sustainably. When the differ-
ence between the price at which a product enters the supply chain
and what a patient ultimately pays becomes difficult to justify, the
government cannot remain a passive observet.

But a good first step should not be mistaken for a complete sol-
ution. The present debate raises three questions. Is the exercise com-
prehensive enough?Isitbased on adequate evidence? And canitbe
implemented effectively across a healthcare market as large and
varied as India’s?

The Centre hasinformed the Supreme Court that trade margins
on specified cancer drugs will be capped at 30 per cent. An expert
committee will identify the medicines to be covered, after which
the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority will examine its rec-
ommendations. The court has also asked why similar scrutiny
should not extend to other medicines and medical products.

That is a legitimate question. If excessive trade margins are the
problem, India should examine the issue comprehensively rather
than regulate one category at a time. A fragmented approach can
shift distortions from one part of the market to another, create un-
certainty and make enforcement needlessly difficult. But evidence
must come before the prescription. The same medicine or medical
product may cost different amounts to administer at two hospitals
within the same city. The difference can arise from the patient’s con-
dition, the complexity of the treatment, the expertise of the clinical

team, the infrastructure available,
. infection-control requirements, the
| level of monitoring involved and
| the emergency support that must

remain available. A routine medi-
cine administered in an outpatient

setting cannot be equated with a

complex therapy delivered under

specialist supervision.

The procurement price of a
medicine or device, therefore, tells
us only one part of the story. A ro-
bust framework must distinguish

" | between the trade margin on a
product and the legitimate cost of

India should storing, handling and administe-
examinetheissue ing it safely. It should also consider
) theinfrastructure required to main-
con;lp re;zlenswely tain quality and patient safety, and
rathertnan the possible effect of regulation on
regulate one availability and access. Without this
categoryatatime. distinction, regulation intended to
address excessive margins couldin-
Afr.agm ented advertently affect the delivery and
pOhCy an a.ﬁ ect quality of healthcare.
care dehvery The government’s own experi-

ence supports this approach. The

2019 trade-margin rationalisation
pilot covered 42 selected non-scheduled anti-cancer medicines.
Since then, consultations have raised concerns about production
costs, the viability of smaller manufacturers and the cost of main-
taining supplies in remote areas. The answers to these can help de-
termine how future intervention should be designed.

India should now consider a comprehensive examination of
trade margins across medicines, medical devices and consum-
ables. This does not mean imposing the same formula on every
product. It means using a common and scientifically credible
method to identify where intervention is required and what form
it should take. Meaningful stakeholder consultation must form
part of this exercise. Manufacturers, distributors, hospitals, clini-
cians, insurers, patient groups and state governments each hold
important evidence on how healthcare products are manufac-
tured, supplied, priced and used. Drawing on their experience will
help the government design a framework that is both effective and
workable. It can ensure that unjustified margins are addressed
while recognising legitimate differences in clinical settings, infra-
structure, safety requirements, geographical reach and the cost of
delivering quality care.

Success cannot be measured merely by the number of products
brought under control. The more meaningful test is whether pa-
tients pay fairer prices without experiencing shortages, reduced ac-
cess or any compromise in the quality and safety of care.

India needs continued investment in healthcare as its disease
burden increases and demand for quality care grows. Hospitals must
expand infrastructure, adopt newer technologies, strengthen clini-
cal capabilities and improve access across the country. Blanket con-
trols that do not recognise legitimate differences in cost and com-
plexity could discourage precisely this investment. They could also
make it harder for hospitals to maintain quality and safety standards
or adopt medical advances that canimprove patient outcomes. This
is not an argument against price regulation. It is an argument for
getting it right.

When genes raise cholesterol,

dict may make
adifference
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A Chennai study has found that people with a higher genetic risk had higher levels of bad cholesterol when they

GETTYIMAGES

followed a poor-quality diet, highlighting the role of everyday food choices in metabolic health

Purnima Sah

HITE RICE polished to a
shine, a maida parotta
slick with oil, vegetables
cooked in coconut oil
and an extra spoonful of
ghee: familiar staples on many Indian
plates could add up to a diet that works
against healthy cholesterol levels, particu-
larly when fruits, vegetables and fibre take
a back seat. Now, a study of 1,020 adults in
Chennai suggests that for Indians geneti-
cally predisposed to high levels of bad cho-
lesterol or LDL, the quality of their everyday
diet could make a crucial difference in their
blood markers. Those who ate a medium-
or high-quality diet could completely offset
the genetic risk of high LDL and total cho-
lesterol. Those who ate poorly ended up
being susceptible to higher levels of both.
The findings offer an important message
for people who believe that high cholesterol
is an inevitable consequence of their genes:
inherited susceptibility need notbe the whole
story. “While genes can influence a person’s
risk of metabolic disorders, dietary habits
may modify how that risk manifests. Even if
you are born with the tendency to high cho-
lesterol and diabetes, you can still keep your
cholesterol levels down by following a
healthy diet,” says Dr V Mohan, chairman of
Dr Mohan’s Diabetes Specialities Centre and
the Madras Diabetes Research Foundation
(MDREF), and one of the authors of the paper.
The study, titled “Low diet quality in-
creases the genetic risk of high blood choles-
terol levels in Asian Indian adults [CURES-
165]”, was published in PLOS ONE. It draws
on data from the Chennai Urban Rural Epi-
demiology Study (CURES), a long-running
research programme.

What did the study find?

The researchers studied 1,020 adults
aged between 25 and 80, including452 men
and 568 women. They examined three gen-
etic variants — TCF7L2 rs7903146, FTO
rs8050136 and rs1588413 — and combined
them into a genetic risk score. Diet quality
was assessed using an Indian Diet Quality
Score covering eight food groups: pulses
and legumes, fruits and vegetables, milk
products, white rice, edible fats and oils,
added sugar, added salt, poultry and eggs.

The researchers found that a higher gen-
etic risk score was associated with a signifi-
cantly higher total cholesterol and LDL cho-
lesterol among participants in the low
diet-quality group. The differences were not
statistically significant among those in the
medium-and high-quality diet groups. The
interaction between genetic risk and diet
quality was statistically significant for total
cholesterol and LDL cholesterol.

The study also found associations be-
tween the geneticrisk score and higher fast-
ing blood glucose as well as glycated hae-
moglobin (HbAlc), a measure of average
blood sugar over the preceding two to three
months. “What we showed in this study is

| that those who have a certain genetic vari-

Food swaps for a healthier lipid profile

From the everyday dal-chawal meal to evening chai and namkeen,
small changes to familiar foods can help improve cholesterol and
triglyceride levels without giving up traditional favourites

1. Junk polished whiterice for
hand-poundedriceora
rice-dal combination

IFRICEisa
staple at
every meal,
try hand-
pounded or
less-
polished
rice more often, or replace part
of the rice serving with dal,
rajma, chole or vegetables.
Whole grains and pulses
provide fibre, which can help
improve cholesterol levels.
Keeping portions of refined
carbohydrates in check can
also help manage high
triglycerides.

2. Substitute maida parottas,
luchis and bhaturas with
whole-wheat rotis

REPLACE SOME refined-flour
staples with whole-wheat
phulkas, rotis or vegetable-
stuffed whole-wheat parathas
prepared with limited oil. Oats,
dalia and millet-based dishes
are other options. Reducing
refined carbohydrates,
especially when consumed in
excess, can help lower
elevated triglycerides.

3.Replace ghee, butter
and coconut oil with
unsaturated oils

USE LESS ghee, butter,
vanaspati and coconut or palm
oil, replacing some of these
with moderate amounts of
mustard, groundnut, sesame

orrice bran oil. These oils
contain more unsaturated fats,
and replacing saturated fats
with unsaturated fats can help
lower LDL (*bad”) cholesterol.
Avoid repeatedly reheating or
reusing frying oil.

4.Samosas, pakoras and
namkeen canbe changed to
roasted chana or nuts

Instead of making deep-fried
snacks a daily habit, try
roasted chana, unsalted
peanuts, a small handful of
nuts or steamed sundal made
with chickpeas or other
legumes. These provide
protein and other nutrients
while nuts supply unsaturated
fats. Keep portions moderate,
particularly for calorie-dense
nuts and peanuts.

5. Give up sweetened chai,
sherbet and packaged juice
for whole fruit

S

GRADUALLY
REDUCE the
sugar added
tochaiand
coffee, and
replace
regular soft
drinks, sweetened sherbets
and packaged fruit drinks with
water or unsweetened
beverages. Choose a whole
guava, orange, apple or other
seasonal fruit instead of juice.
Cutting excess added sugar
can help lower high
triglyceride levels, while whole
fruit provides fibre.

ant are more likely to get high cholesterol.
But this was influenced very much by the
diet they chose,” he says.

Asked how soon the findings could
translate into practical screening, he sug-
gests that people did not need to wait for
genetic testing; they can make changes in
their plate right away.

Why a study in Chennai
matterstoother Indians

Although the participants were in Chen-
nai, Dr Mohan clarifies that they were not
limited to people of Tamil origin or to one
dietary community. CURES, he explains,
draws on a representative sample of the city,
which has residents from different lin-
guistic and regional backgrounds. “Chen-
nai, beinga cosmopolitan city like Mumbai

Decodinga

study
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or Delhi, has people from several commu-
nities, including Telugu-speaking resi-
dents, Marwaris, Jains, Bengalis, people
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and the North-
east,” Dr Mohan says.

He also refers to the nationwide ICMR-
INDIAB study, which examined diet and
health indicators across states and Union
Territories. That study, too, found similar
patterns in the relationship between carbo-
hydrate consumption and diabetes across
different parts of India, despite regional dif-
ferences in the choice of staple foods.

“Just because you eat pav or chapatisin
Mumbai and we eat white rice here doesn’t
mean the readings will be different. It’s the
overall carbohydrate overload that’s the de-
ciding factor,” he says, referring to the
broader dietary findings from the INDIAB
study. “When we eat more carbohydrates
than what the body needs for energy, the ex-
cessisconverted into fatin theliver. This fat
is released into the bloodstream as triglyc-
erides. When triglyceride levels rise, the
liver releases more triglyceride-rich par-
ticles into the bloodstream. As these par-
ticles are broken down, they exchange fats
with LDL and HDL (good) cholesterol,
changing their composition. This can lead
to the formation of smaller, denser LDL par-
ticles, which are more likely to
contributeto plaquebuild-upin
artery walls. However, high tri-
glycerides do not always mean
that total LDL cholesterol will
rise; they can also make LDL
particles more harmful even

cholesterol differences. Dr R M Anjana,
managing director of Dr Mohan’s Diabetes
Specialities Centre and a co-author of the
papet, says, “People don’t eat one specific
food. Everything contributes to how your
body behaves and reacts.”

However, she singles out highly re-
fined carbohydrates, sweets and sugary
drinks as the fastest triggers of an un-
healthy dietary pattern. “Excess refined
carbohydrates can be metabolised into
sugar, while excess energy intake can con-
tribute to fataccumulation. Foods high in
saturated and trans fats can adversely af-
fect lipid levels. But if you have a bit of
carbohydrate and add protein to it, the risk
comes down. If you have something that’s
a little high in fat, just increase the fibre
content with it to negate the side effects.
Your plate should be about balancing the
equation, not eliminating food groups,”
she says.

What should a healthy Indian
platelook like?

Dr Anjanarecommends a simple plate-
based approach: halfthe plate should com-
prise fruits and vegetables, including green
leafy vegetables. The remaining half
should be divided into two quarters: one for
protein and the other for non-
starchy carbohydrates. Water
and dairy foods such as milk
and curd can be included along-
side the meal. The proportions

-t may need tobe adapted toaper-
SCANTHE QR CODE

son’s body mass index (BMI),

when LDL levels appear normal. TO READ MORE blood sugar status and other nu-
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protective HDL.”

She also advises choosing

Excess carbohydrate intake

can contribute to weight gain and insulin
resistance, further affecting how the body
processes fats. However, carbohydrates do
notuniformly raise LDL cholesterol; the ef-
fect depends on the type and quantity con-
sumed, the overall dietary pattern and in-
dividual metabolic factors. Replacing some
refined grains with whole grains, pulses,
vegetables and other fibre-rich foods can
help improve overall lipid health.

What should you watch out for

Dr Mohan identifies refined carbohy-
drates as a key dietary concern. For
example, he suggests unpolished brown
rice as a healthier choice than polished
white rice, while whole-grain wheat is pre-
ferable to refined wheat flour such as
maida. “Saturated fats, including those
found in coconut oil, palm oil, ghee and
butter, can increase cholesterol. Go for un-
saturated ones. Groundnut, mustard and
sesame (gingelly) oils are sources of mono-
unsaturated fat while sunflower oil con-
tains polyunsaturated fat,” he says.

Itistheoveralldiet, not

onefood

The researchers assessed overall diet
quality and did not establish that any one
oil, grain or individual food caused the

New Delhi

less-processed foods wherever
possible. Whole fruit is preferable to fruit
juice or packaged fruit drinks. Vegetables
that can be eaten raw, such as carrots, cu-
cumbers and tomatoes, should be washed
thoroughly; other vegetables can be
cooked minimally. “Try to avoid anything
that comes out of a packet,” she says, ac-
knowledging that this can be difficult in
busy modern lives.

How diet lowers LDL
cholesterol

While dietary changes can improve
cholesterol levels, the extent of improve-
ment varies between individuals, says Dr
Anjana. “Dietary changes may have a par-
ticularly significant effect on triglycerides,
while LDL cholesterol can also have a fam-
ilial tendency. What we do know is that a
healthy food choice willimprove all of the
cholesterol parameters.”

However, cholesterol-lowering medi-
cation may be necessary when lifestyle
changes do not produce a significant im-
provement. “Someone with only mildly
elevated LDL may see an improvement
with diet and exercise but people with
substantially elevated levels may need
drugs. Don’t delay treatment if cholesterol
remains well above the required target,”
he advises.
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Gujarat ‘gifts’ plot
to ex-cricketer
Yusuf Pathan:
What law says

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, October 25

THE STANDING COMMITTEE of the Vadodara Municipal
Corporation (VMC) on Friday unanimously approved the
allotment of a plot to Yusuf Pathan, the same land over
which it had served the MP and former India cricketer an
encroachment notice two years ago. The proposal will now
be placed before the VMC’s General Board, its top decision-
making body, for ratification.

The proposal explicitly states that it is an exception that
must not become a precedent. The question of precedent,
already been raised by a group opposing the decision, isa
concern that the Gujarat government has moved
proactively to address even before the transfer is completed.

VMC’s proposal

The proposal concerns 978 square metres of land in Va-
dodara, adjacent to the bungalow owned by Pathan, the
former India all-rounder who entered Lok Sabha on a Trina-
mool Congress ticket in 2024, but left the party after Trina-
mool supremo Mamata Banerjee lost power in West Bengal
this May. Under the proposal, S00 sq m would be given to
Pathan as “gift”, while the remaining 478 sq m would be of-
fered at a concessional rate.

The framework for disposing of land and other proper-
ties by urban and area development authorities are laid
down in the Urban/Area Development Authorities (Disposal
of Land and Other Properties) Regulations, 2002.

Regulation 3(1), under
the heading “Manner of
Disposal”, identifies three
modes of disposal: (i) sale,
(ii) a lease for a term not ex-
ceeding 99 years against

* THEOPPOSITION

@ Officials said that Pathan’s
case is the first-of-its-kind for
the VMC. The civic body has

so far never gifted aplot to Prefitin or rentor both,
anindividual. and (iii) the grant of devel-
opment rights.

® The citizens’ action group
Vishwamitri Bachao Samiti sub-
mitted amemorandum to the
VMC on Thursday, arguing that
the fresh proposal effectively
seeks torevive a claim that had
already beenrejected.

Government officials told
The Indian Express that fol-
lowing some amendments
to the Regulations, lands
are now disposed of as sale
instead of the 99-year lease
option.

Also, Regulation 3(2)
provides for specified dis-
posal procedures, including public auction, tenders through
public advertisement, certain offers to or from government
and public bodies, and applications invited through public
advertisement under prescribed conditions.

The 2002 Rules do not provide for the “gifting” of public
land under Regulation 3(1). They also do not list free transfer
ofland to an individual as a mode of disposal. This is why,
officials said, the “gift” is an exception that “cannot be used
as precedent”, adding that the transfer has been done using
the “discretionary power” of the state.

Past rejection

Regulation 13, titled “Allotment of Land/ Site/ Develop-
ment Rights for Special Cases”, contemplates proposals
from institutions, charitable trusts, educational and
research institutions, societies and religious trusts for devel-
opment that would benefit the public and society at large. It
specifically refers to facilities for people with disabilities,
sports complexes, and similar public-benefit projects.

The authority is to seek government permission, accom-
panied by a recommendation for allotment to a particular
organisation, and the government’s decision will be final.

In this case, the VMC had sought government
permission to allot the land to Pathan in 2012. The govern-
ment had rejected the proposal in 2014.

AMITABH SINHA

A MONTH after it raised a request, Nepal
has been promised a sum of $20 million
(around Rs 190 crore) to help it recover
from the devastating flash floods in August
this year. Though the amount is extremely
small compared to an estimated need of
about $4.75 billion (around Rs 44,600
crore) inrecovery and reconstruction costs,
itmarks the beginning of the implementa-
tion of a new international regime on loss
and damage. This system seeks to provide
financial assistance to developing coun-
tries affected by climate events.

The allocationis a first from the Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD), a
new international financing instrument
created in 2022 to address a long-pending
demand from developing nations, particu-
larly those small and vulnerable countries
that face the maximum risk from climate
events. These countries have contributed
negligibly to creating the problem of cli-
mate change because of their extremely low
emissions footprint, and yet, they dispro-
portionately suffer its consequences. For in-
stance, Nepal’s contribution to historical
global emissions of greenhouse gases is a
tiny 0.01%.

Developing countries also have fewer
resources and happen to be among those
least equipped to deal with major climate-
related disasters.

The allocation for Nepal, which still
has to undergo some procedural formal-
ities before being released, is by no means
commensurate with the extent of damage
inflicted by an event assessed to be trig-
gered by climate change. But its impor-
tance lies in acknowledging the need for
quickly mobilising financial resources.
The decision to earmark $20 million for
Nepal was taken at an emergency board
meeting of the FRLD, following requests
from Nepal and several other countries
that supported it.

Emergency allocation

The money for Nepal is an out-of-turn
allocation by the FRLD, and essentially its
first decision on applications made by
countries. Operationalised in 2023 after re-
ceiving the first round of contributions from
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The devastated structure around Betrawati Rasuwa border in Nepal following the flash floods on August 31. FiLE

donor countries, the FRLD madeitsfirst call
for applications during the annual climate
conference in Brazil last year (COP30). By
the time the window for applications closed
on June 15 this year, 119 countries had sub-
mitted 176 funding requests.

The total amount requested by coun-
tries added up to $2.8 billion — over three
times the fund’s existing corpus. The fund
has so far received only $822 million from
donors, and much of it is currently only at
the commitment stage, with the actual
amount yet to be delivered. Clearly, the
fund has no capacity to accept every re-
quest even after capping each request at
$20 million.

As a result, the fund will have to priori-
tise these requests. A decision on these re-
quests is scheduled for December, al-
though Nepal’s case is a separate one. The
flooding incident, in which more than over
1,300 people were killed and over 5,000
continue to be missing, happened in Au-
gust, and an extraordinary request was
made in September. Its acceptance under-
linesthe need to provide emergency finan-
cial assistance to countries following a
large-scale climate disaster.

The success in disbursing funds to
Nepal quickly, even though the amount is
nominal, is likely to become a template for
many such requests in future. Countries
struck by a disaster would insist on im-
mediate consideration of their request and
quick access to money, which is how this
mechanism was envisaged to work.

One small,
quick step

The allocation
for Nepal is by
no means
commensurate
with the extent of
damage inflicted
by the floods this
August.

Butits
importance lies
in acknowledging
the need for
quickly
mobilising
financial
resources.

Huge demand, limited supply

Most of the current requests made to the
fund are of a slightly different nature when
compared to Nepal’s case. They pertain to
both economic and non-economicloss and
damage arising out of climate-induced ex-
treme weather events or slow-onset events
like glacial melt, sea-level rise, biodiversity
loss and desertification.

Reconstruction of damaged infrastruc-
ture and restoration of essential services
like health, transport, energy and educa-
tion services are a small part of expendi-
tures for which money is being sought.

The countries’ demands are generally as-
sociated with building resilience, settingup
early warning systems, institutional
strengthening, including the capability to
assess the contribution of climate change in
causingan event, livelihood restoration, and
providing psychosocial support to affected
populations. India, too, has made three re-
quests to FRLD, totalling over $52 million.

The range of financial needs presented
by the countries before the FRLD high-
lights the inadequacy of climate finance
available to developing countries. Under
the global climate change architecture gov-
erned by the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change and the 2015 Paris
Agreement, developed countries are man-
dated to provide financial assistance to de-
veloping countries to help fight climate
change. But just as they have been lacking
in meeting their greenhouse gas emission re-
duction targets, developed countries have

not fulfilled their financial obligations either.

Between 2020 and 2025, they had of-
fered to mobilise $100 billion every yeat,
but could never deliver on it. In 2024, the
developing countries presented their
requirements for climate finance, which
added upto $1.3trillion every year. Still, de-
veloped nations agreed to increase their
commitment to only $300 billion a year,
and that too from 2035 onwards.

Important beginning

This reluctance of developed nations to
put money on the table has affected theloss
and damage fund as well. These countries
had stalled the creation of the fund for years,
before giving in to sustained pressure.

But the actual contributionsto the fund
have been minuscule. Consider the fact
that a total of 27 donor countries have to-
gether pledged $822 million. Of them, only
three countries — Italy, France and the
United Arab Emirates —have made a com-
mitment of over $100 million each. The
FRLD does not have any target — countries
are encouraged to contribute voluntarily.

Nepal’s case is asmall but important be-
ginning. It opens up the possibility that im-
mediate financial assistance could be pro-
vided to resource-scarce countries to
respond to a major climate disaster. But
over the long term, as such disasters be-
come more frequent, the effectiveness of
FRLD would remain severely constrained
unless developed nations put more money
into the fund.

As Al solves complex maths problems, proof lies in the proving

Nameera Anjum
New Delhi, October 25

THE GROWING ability of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) to solve mathematical problems
is prompting researchers to rethink what
constitutes progress in the field. In alecture
at Caltech on October 9, Fields
Medallist Terence Tao argued
that solving problems, histori-
cally one of the most visible goals
of mathematical research, isonly
a means to broader ends.
“Further blind optimisation of

ExPLAINED

had already “solved entire research pro-
grammes”, affecting young researchers who
had little time to adapt. He warned that if a
model capable of work at thelevel of a Fields
Medallist became available for $100 amonth,
“thejournal economy will collapse”.
Vaishnavi Sundararajan, assistant pro-
fessor of computer science and
engineering at II'T Delhi, urged
caution against both “celebra-
tion” and “doomerism”.
“Companies like OpenAl are
expending millions of dollars’
worth of compute and energy to

problem-solving aloneis now ac-
tively harmful to the long-term
health of mathematics,” he said.
Thedebate comesasresearch
institutions move to develop Al
for mathematical discovery. For
researchers, the challenge is not simply
whether Al can generate proofs, but whether
those results can be verified, understood and
used to advance mathematical knowledge.
Vamsi Pritham Pingali, professor of
mathematics at IISc Bengaluru, told TheIn-
dian Express that OpenAl’s internal model

A weekly column
decoding Al's new
frontiers, how they

shape the world and
ourplaceinit

produce these proofs,” she told
Thelndian Express, raising ques-
tions about whether ordinary
academics would have access to
comparable systems.

What are proofsinresearch
mathematics?
In mathematics, it is not enough to find
an answer. Researchers must also proveit.
Take two even numbers: their sum will
always be even. Trying this with a few
numbers illustrates the pattern, but a proof

A shared

repository

® | ean, afunctional
programming
language and
interactive theorem
prover developedin
2013, canbe usedto
formalise mathemat-
ics and verify
software.

® Mathematicians
subsequently
adopted it, buildinga
shared digital library
of definitions,
theorems and proofs
that others canreuse
rather than start from
scratch.

explains why it must hold every time. Such
proofs are the foundation on which math-
ematiciansbuild new results. An errorinone
can undermine the work that follows.

Yet, checking a proof can be surprisingly
difficult. In his book The Proofin the Code,
author Kevin Hartnett recounts how math-
ematician Tom Hales faced this challenge
while proving the Kepler conjecture, which
concerns the most efficient way to pack
spherestogether.

Hales’s proofinvolved hundreds of pages
of mathematical reasoning and extensive
computer calculations. After years of review,
referees at Annals of Mathematics were un-
able to certify the proof as a whole, promp-
ting Hales to look for a way to have a com-
puter checkit.

One such tool is Lean. But translating a
proof into a form a computer understands
canitselfbe amonumental task.

Al is beginning to ease this bottleneck
through autoformalisation — the process of
translating mathematical arguments from
papersinto formal code that a proof assistant
can check. Hales wrote that it has now be-
come “a practical reality”.

Why does this matter now?

On October 6, OpenAl released 722 Al-
generated mathematical manuscripts on
GitHub, grouped into 372 families of re-
sults. The repository now lists 719 after
three manuscripts were withdrawn on
October 7. OpenATI’s repository says 300 of
the 719 top-line results have been formal-
ised in Lean.

For Sundararajan, a mathematical re-
sult’s contribution lies not just in the
statement itself, but in the intuition it
offers, the techniques used to obtain it
and the perspectives it opens up for other
researchers.An Al model may generate a
sequence of mathematical steps, but not
every step is necessarily valid, Sundara-
rajan said. She added that Lean can help
distinguish valid from invalid steps
by checking formalised versions of the
arguments.

Even this process, however, has limits.
Sundararajan pointed to examples of
“junk” theorems that can be proved in
Lean, underscoring that passing a formal
checkdoesnot, by itself, establish aresult’s
mathematical significance.

® GLOBAL

Vivek Ramaswamy’s attack ad revives along tradition of US political mudslinging

Anagha Jayakumar
New Delhi, October 25

DAYS BEFORE the US midterm elections,
an attack advertisement for the Ohio gu-
bernatorial race has kicked up a storm.

The ad, produced by Republican candi-
date Vivek Ramaswamy’s campaign, fea-
tures Donna Arthur, the estranged mother
of his Democratic opponent, Amy Acton.
Arthur calls her daughter “a liar” and sug-
gests she has mental health problems.

Acton has been estranged from her
mother since she was 12, when Arthur lost
custody of her children after Acton’s step-
father was indicted for raping her.

The ad drew criticism from both Repub-
licans and Democrats. President Donald
Trump, however, called the ad “very
powerful”, while Vice President J D Vance
praised Ramaswamy'’s “audacity to run a
TV commercial which callsit out like it is.”

Negative campaigning
The Wesleyan Media Project, which

tracks US political advertising, distin-
guishes positive ads promoting a candidate
from attack ads targeting an opponent and
contrast ads doing both.

Negative campaigning, however, is not
necessarily the same as “dirty tricks”. In
their 2019 book Dirty Tricks in the Digital
Age, political scientists Elaine Kamarck and
Darrell West distinguish attack ads
grounded in actual events from “dirty
tricks” involving fabrication, deception or
electoral interference. An attack can be of-
fensive, or even misleading, without being
entirely fabricated.

Yet negative campaigning need not in-
volve deception. In his 2006 book, In De-
fenseof Negativity: Attack Ads in Presiden-
tial Campaigns, politics professor John G
Geer argues that criticism of a candidate
can serve voters, even when it is uncivil.

“The real issue should be whether or not
candidates present the information in
campaigns that is useful tovoters. The tone
of that information should be a secondary

issue, at best,” he wrote.

Ramaswamy is Republican gubernatorial
candidate for Ohio. wikiMEDIA COMMONS

Political advertisinginthe US
Longbefore television existed, Thomas

Jefferson and John Adams traded scathing

attacks through partisan newspapers dur-

ing the 1800 election. Jefferson’s sup-
porters called Adams a monarchist, while
Adams’ supporters called Jefferson an
atheist, both scandalous claims in the early
years of the US.

With the advent of television, political
attacks were no longer confined to print.
The infamous 1964 Daisy ad, which aired
only once, showed a child plucking daisy
petals before a countdown and nuclear
blast. Lyndon B Johnson was then heard
saying: “These are the stakes—to make a
worldinwhich all of God’s children canlive
or to go into the dark. We must either love
each other or we must die.”

Johnson’s Republican opponent, Barry
Goldwater, condemned the advertisement
for suggesting that his election could lead
to nuclear war.

More than two decades later, the infa-
mous 1988 Willie Horton ad directly at-
tacked a candidate’s record. It was also
widely condemned as racist for playing on
fears and stereotypes about Black men
and crime.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

A group supporting Republican presi-
dential candidate George HW Bush linked
Horton, a convicted murderer who com-
mitted further violent crimes while on fur-
lough from prison, to his Democratic rival
Michael Dukakis. The ad portrayed Duka-
kis as “soft on crime” for a prison furlough
programme that operated during his
governorship.

Social media has given fabricated alle-
gations associated with “dirty tricks” an un-
precedented reach. The 2016 presidential
campaign notably saw “Pizzagate”, a con-
spiracy theory falsely alleging that senior
Democrats operated a child sex ring from
a Washington DC pizzeria.

Following the 2020 election, Donald
Trump’s campaign released television ad-
vertisements falsely alleging widespread
electoral fraud, including one titled “STOP
THESTEAL!” In2024, baseless allegations
that Haitian immigrants in Springfield,
Ohio, were abducting and eating neigh-
bourhood pets circulated widely online
and appeared on billboards commissioned

New Delhi

by the Arizona Republican Party.

By 2026, artificial intelligence (AI) has
enabled campaigns to generate convincing
but fabricated depictions of candidates. Ac-
cordingto research by the Wesleyan Media
Project, reported by The New York Times,
more than $137 million was spent promot-
ing over 220 Al-generated political adver-
tisements during the midterm campaigns.
Nearly 70% did not disclose the use of Al

Do negative political ads work?

A 1999 meta-analysis by political scien-
tists Richard Lau, Lee Sigelman and col-
leagues found little evidence that negative
adswere more effective than positive ones,
or that they significantly discouraged
political participation.

However, a2016 study by Jared Barton,
Marco Castillo and Ragan Petrie found that
negative campaign letters increased turn-
out among supporters compared with posi-
tive letters in two local elections.

FULL VERSION ON
INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED
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HOUTHIS SAY AIRPORT REMAINS A TARGET, URGES TRAVELLERS TO STAY AWAY

Saudi says Riyadh airport partly
reopened despite Houthi threat

With Iran, Trump weighs
harder strikes or adeal

Missile shrapnel
injure two,damage
buildings & vehicles

Reuters
October 25

SAUDI ARABIA said its main air-
port resumed operations at two
terminals on Sunday even as
Yemen's Iran-aligned Houthis
vowed to keep striking the facil-
ity, saying it remained a “mili-
tary target”.

King Khalid International
AirportinRiyadh had halted op-
erations on October 10 following
an attack claimed by the Hou-
this that killed 13 people, the
deadliest in the kingdom in
more than a decade. Saudi Ara-
bia intercepted another wave of
missiles and drones on Sunday
as fighting with the militant
group continued unabated.

The conflict has become an
increasingly destabilising el-
ement in the US-Israeli offensive
against Iran, turning US ally
Saudi Arabia into a pressure
point in the wider war.

After Saudi authorities an-
nounced the partial resumption
of operations, Houthi military
spokesperson Yahya Saree

Officials inspect debris from ballistic missile interceptionsin
Ar Rashidiyyah, near Mecca, on Saturday. ReuTers

vowed facility would “never be
safe” and urged airlines, airport
staff and travellers not to useit.
Late on Saturday, the airport
said Terminal 1 would be desig-
nated for domestic flights and
Terminal 2 for international
flights operated by national car-
riersstartingSunday. Despite the
announcement, flight tracking
datafrom Flightradar24 showed
littletraffic at the airport Sunday.
The Saudi-led coalition said
earlier this month the Houthis
had carried out20 attacksonthe
airportbetween Octoberland11.
Saudi civil defence said Sun-
day shrapnel from theintercep-
tion of two ballistic missiles

U.S. MIDTERMS
Obama slams Trump:

"White House looking
like Saddam opened
a Cheesecake Factory’ »

Reuters
October25

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
has been telling voters to view
the midterm elections as if he
were on theballot, and on Satur-
day one of his Democratic pre-
decessors did just that.

Ten days out from the elec-
tions that will determine con-
trol of the closely divided Con-
gress, Barack Obama took to
the campaign trail toaccuse the
Republican president of cor-
ruption, deride his strategy for
Iran and skewer the gilded aes-
thetic he has applied to White
House renovations.

Campaigning in Michigan
for US Senate candidate Abdul
El-Sayed, Obama framed the
November 3 vote as a “circuit
breaker” to “atleastreininsome

of the foolishness” of Trump's
presidency. “We got to flip that
circuit breaker, bring some ac-
countability to this govern-
ment,” Obama said.

“We have never seen a presi-
dentexcelinstraight-upgrifting,

on your dime, like this,” Obama
said. “Never seen a president so
intentonselling favorslikethis...
Now the party seemstostand for
corrupt government, or inept
government, or no government.”

Obamaalsoridiculed the ad-
ministration's claims of victory
against Iran. He argued that the
war has given Iran more econ-
omicleverage becauseits threats
toattackshippingin the Strait of
Hormuz have unsettled oil ex-
porters. “Iran now has veto
power over the Strait of Hormuz,
where oil goes through to get to
the world,” Obama said.

The former presidentalsoac-
cused the Trump administration
of emphasizing unimportant
matters, sarcastically calling De-
fence Secretary Pete
Hegseth someone “laser-focused
on important matters like the
jawline and testosteronelevelsof
ourtroops” and ridiculing White
House renovations as tacky.

“He’s got the White House
looking like Saddam Hussein
opened a Cheesecake Factory,”
Obama said.

Former President Barack Obama with Democratic nominee for US
Senate Abdul El-Sayed (left) at a campaign stop in Detroit, Saturday. ap

launched by the Houthis over
Khamis Mushaitand Ahad Rafi-
dah injured two people and
damaged residential buildings
and vehicles. Civil defence auth-
orities earlier issued emergency
alerts for Riyadh and the cities of
Abha, Khamis Mushait, Jazan
and Najran on Sunday, before
saying minutes later that the
danger had passed.

The coalition said two drones
and a ballistic missile were
launched towards Riyadh,and a
cruise missile towards the south-
ern city of Khamis Mushait.

The Houthis said they at-
tacked the airport and Saudi oil
facilities on Saturday.

Associated Press
Washington, October 25

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
bristled when asked how far he
was from a possible attack on
Iran. He recently said on social
media he would not hit Iran
again before the November 3
midterm elections.

“Do you really think I'm
going to tell you if I'm going to
do it?” Trump told reporters
here on Saturday.

“And there’s a possibility I
will. There’s also a possibility
we'll have a nice, big, beautiful
agreement,” he said.

Trump repeated his asser-
tion that Iran wants to make a
deal, “but the problem is, will
they hold the deal?” Mean-
while, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian accused
Washington of disrupting ne-
gotiations to end the war but
said he still believes “we haveto
goand finish it”.

In comments aired on state
television, he said Iran’s su-
preme leader had instructed
Iranian officials to “go and fin-
ish it (the deal),” but “these
scoundrels broke the rules of
the game. We were holding
talks, and they disrupted them”.

Pak reopens key border with Iran

Islamabad: Pakistan has re-
opened a key border crossing
with Iran to resume bilateral
trade and cross-border move-
ment after a week-long suspen-
sion that stranded freight ve-
hicles and disrupted supplies.
Mir Naveed Jan Kalmati,
president of the Gwadar

Kim Emerges

As social media was rife with rumors of his poor health and even his “demise”, North Korean leader

Kim Jong Un was seen accompanied by Wang Huning, a member of the Standing Committee of China’s
Communist Party (second right), and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (third right) during a see-off
ceremony at the new Yalu River Bridge that connects the two countries — after Kim’s visit to Dandong,
northeast China’s Liaoning Province, on Saturday. XINHUA VIA AP

Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, confirmed that the cross-
inghas reopened.

“Pakistan has opened the
border with Iran at Gabd-Rim-
dan... and allowed trucks and
other vehicles to move toward
Iran and Pakistan with import
and export goods,” he said. PTI

ELECTION SEASON

Polls in Israel test Netanyahu’s
orip on his once-loyal supporters

Reuters
Dimona, October 25

IN THE remote Negev Desert
town of Dimona, long a bastion
of Benjamin Netanyahu'’s Likud
party, disenchanted voters are
going door-to-door campaig-
ning for his top rival, hoping to
bringdown the veteran PMinIs-
rael’s election on Tuesday.

The ballot is Israel’s first
since Hamas’ October 7, 2023,
surprise attack that shook the
country and plunged the re-
gion into turmoil, as Is-
rael went to war on the
militant group in Gaza
and its allies in Lebanon
and Iran.

The October 7 security
breach saw Likud's popularity
plummet. Opinion polls for
monthshave predicted Netany-
ahu's coalition of right-wing, far-
right and ultra-Orthodox parties
losing its majority. But his top
rival, centrist Gadi Eisenkot, has
no clear path to power either,
and therace hasbecometighter
asthe election nears.

Dimona, where an Iranian
missile wounded dozens in

e

March, has become a political
battleground. “We must have
change. Bibi has to go,” said
Yossi Assayag, 74, who says he
has supported Likud most his
life. “Bibi has brought disaster
to Israel.”

Assayag is part of a cohort of
town residents trying to con-
vince their community to vote
for Eisenkot’s party Yashar,
which is neck-and-neck with
Likud in the polls.

It's a tough task in Dimona,
where halfthe votersin the pre-
vious 2022 election cast a
ballot for Likud. “I will
never betray Likud,” said
Ruti Ohana, a pensionet,
who says she has voted
Likud ever since immi-
grating to Israel from North Af-
rica more than 60 years ago.

Right-wing Likud long ago
formed a core voter base among
Jews of West Asian and North
African descent, known as Miz-
rahis, who felt neglected by the
European-influenced centre-
left Labor Party that dominated
Israel for generations.

Labor has since dwindled to
arump as Israeli politics have

Lula, Bolsonaro face
off in tight 2nd round
of electioni in Brazil

Reuters
Sao Paulo, October 25

BRAZILIANS VOTED on Sun-
day in a tight runoff vote that
could shift Latin America's lar-
gest nation sharply rightward,
bringing it closer to the United
States as part of a broader con-
servative shift across the region.
The runoff pits leftist Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
against right-wing Senator Fla-
vio Bolsonaro, the son of con-
victed former President Jair
Bolsonaro. Flavio scored a
major upset at the start of the
month by defying pollsters to
lead voting in the first round.
A victory for Bolsonaro, 45,
would extend a wave of right-
wing victories for Latin Ameri-
can candidates friendly to US
President Donald Trump while
a fourth mandate for Lula
would be a disappointment in
Washington, which has clashed
with his government over trade
and security.
ReutersonSaturday revealed
a campaign within Trump's

Kenya: Buscarying | JKkraine refutes Musk’s claim of
Starlink terms violation by army

funeral-goersrams
into truck, 24 killed

Malkueni: Abus collided with a
truck on Kenya’s main highway
Sunday;, killing atleast 24 people,
police said. Some 24 others were
injured and were receiving treat-
ment, according to Paul Kisie-
nya, the medical superintendent
at Mtito Andei hospital.

The passengers were return-
ing to Mombasa after attending
the funeral of their church pastor
in western Kenyawhen the acci-
dent occurred.

The circumstances remain
unclear but a passenger, Spenza
Mudave, said atruck hitthe bus
from behind, causing it to roll.

The National Transport
Safety Authority had suspected
that thiswas a case of “improper
overtaking” due totheinforma-
tion gathered that the vehicles
collided head-on. Reuters

Associated Press
Kyiv, October 25

UKRAINIAN OFFICIALS have
disputed claims by SpaceX
CEO Elon Musk that the
country’s military violated
Starlink's terms of service by
usingthe civilian satellite inter-
net network for offensive drone
strikes.

Serhii Beskrestnov, a de-
fence technology adviser to
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, said long-standing restric-
tions on the civilian system in
Ukraine made such offensive
use impossible.

“It’s very strange that Elon
Musk doesn't know about the
restrictions on Starlink's oper-
ation in Ukraine,” he wrote in

an online post.

SpaceX’s Starlink and its
military-focused Starshield ser-
vice are critical to Ukraine's
wartime connectivity. Earlier
this month, Ukrainian drones
connected to Starshield lost
connectivity at high speeds,
disrupting air defences during
daily Russian air attacks. Offi-
cials said the so-called speed
caps were lifted on Saturday,
and the service was restored.

Still, questions have per-
sisted about who ordered the
interruptions to satellite inter-
net system that Kyiv relied on
to counter Moscow’s attacks.

Musk acknowledged on Sat-
urday that SpaceX had
throttled Starlink in Ukraine.

“Using Starlink, a civilian

commercial service, for offen-
sive drone strikes to kill people
has never been allowed, nor
should it be,” Musk wrote.

“Ukraine military violated
Starlink terms of service and
used it for offensive drone
strikes to kill people. That loop-
hole was closed last week.”

But he maintained that the
US government controlled
whatever changes happened
with Starshield, the military-
grade version of Starlink that is
the backbone of Ukraine's
drone operations and com-
munication. US President Don-
ald Trump has maintained that
he didn't make that call, while
Vice President JD Vance has
hinted at White House coordi-
nation with Musk.

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (left),
Flavio Bolsonaro

State Departmenttohelp getthe
Bolsonaros back in power.

Brazil's election race has
been dominated by corruption
scandals, economic anxiety
and accusations of US med-
dling, which Washington
denies. It has also been colored
by fallout from Jair Bolsonaro's
2025 conviction for plotting a
2022 coup, with Flavio pledging
to free his father if elected.

Trump has called the case a
“witch hunt” and imposed a
50% tariff on Brazilin 2025,ina
decision explicitly linked to Jair
Bolsonaro’s trial.

While this was later watered
down, Trump unleashed new
levies against Brazil this year,
citing unfair trade practices.

shifted rightwards, and there
are now around half a dozen
other parties courting Likud
voters, from the centre tothe far
right. But the link to the party
among its past supporters re-
mains strong.

While Netanyahu hasahard
core of supporters that can't be
won over, the prize isundecided
voterswho “understand that we
are in a state of crisis” and are
opento persuasion, said Michal
Elmalem Abu, elected as a
member of the city council from
Likud and now leading Eisen-
kot’s Dimona campaign.

Some 13% of Israeli voters
have yet to decide how they will
vote, accordingtodata collected
by Viterbi Family Center for
Public Opinion and Policy Re-
search at Israel Democracy In-
stitute.

Ofthose who voted for Likud
in 2022, just 55% now say they
will vote for the party again on
Tuesday. Fifteen percent will
support parties aligned against
Netanyahu, including 8% for
Yashar. Another 14% will vote
for alternative right-wing
parties, and 9% are undecided.

Serbia votesin
historic polls as
students seek to
end Yucic's reign

Belgrade: Serbian voters turned
outin force on Sunday asamass
student protest movement
sought tounseat longtime popu-
list leader Aleksandar Vucic in
the biggest challenge to his rule
for more than adecade.

The snap parliamentary
elections, called by Vucicin Sep-
tember, come after almost two
years of student-led demonstra-
tions against perceived cor-
ruption and authoritarianism
triggered by the deaths of 16
peoplewhen atrainstation can-
opy collapsed in city of NoviSad
in2024. The students have since
gained widespread supportt.

Unusuallylonglines snaked
from polling stations in cities
and towns across the country.
Pollsters and monitors CeSID
and Ipsos put turnout at 27.3%
by 11 am, nearly double the
15.1% at the same time in the
previouselectionin 2023. Even
Vucic waited in line for nearly
two hours to vote. Firstindica-
tions of results are expected
around two hours after polls
close at 8 pm. REUTERS

Opp leader Machado

is backin Venezuela

Reuters
Caracas, October 25

VENEZUELAN OPPOSITION
leader Maria Corina Machado
has returned to the South
American nation after nearly a
year outside the country, she
said on social media on Sunday.

“I'm here. With you all,” the
Nobel Peace Prize-winning Ma-
chado wrote on social media
early Sunday.

Her returnrisksstrainingties
with the US Trump administra-
tion, which she has sought to
cultivate as an ally since before
it removed President Nicolas
Maduro from power inJanuary.

President Donald Trump has
repeatedly expressed support for
interim President Delcy Rodri-

Maria Corina
Machado

guez, Maduro’s former deputy,
and hailed deals on oil produc-
tion and other business ventures
by US companies in the South
American country.

Trump said in September it
is too soon to consider demo-
cratic elections in Venezuela.

Machado was barred by Ma-
duro’s government from exit-
ing Venezuela but secretly left
inlate 2025 toreceive the Nobel
Peace Prize, after spending
more than a year living mostly
in hiding.

e OUTRAGED CRITICS ACCUSED THE RESTAURANT OF OVERCHARGING IN A COUNTRY WHERE MANY HOUSEHOLDS STRUGGLE TO AFFORD BASIC NECESSITIES, YET CUSTOMERS KEPT BUYING

In Beirut, a $13 chicken sandw1ch becomes symb()l of vanishing middle class

Nazih Osseiran, Raghed
Waked & Emilie Madi
October 25

SEVEN YEARS after Lebanon's
devastating financial melt-
down, a debate over a chicken
sandwich has exposed an in-
creasingly stark divide between
those who can still spend freely
and those struggling to get by.
A trendy health restaurant
wanted to offer its calorie-con-
scious customers a healthier
take on the beloved Levantine
wrap known as the shish taouk.
So, The Glow Paradise
launched the “Chic Taouk?,
pricing it at around $13 —
nearly double what an un-chic

chicken sandwich typically
goes for in Beirut.

The pricy pun proved hard
to swallow, with outraged critics
accusingthe restaurant of over-
charging in a country where
many households struggle to af-
ford basic necessities.

Yet while the debate raged
on social media, customers
keptbuying. The Glow Paradise
sold more than 20,000 Chic
Taouk sandwiches in just 11
days, according to managing
partner Hrag Jeghalian, who
described the online exchanges
as “natural marketing”.

The contrasting reactions
touched a nerve in Lebanon,
where years of financial tur-

moil, political dysfunction and
conflict have reshaped the
country's social landscape, hol-
lowing out much of the middle
class while leaving a smaller
group of consumers able to sus-
tain an affluent lifestyle.

Sami Nader, an economist at
the Saint Joseph University of
Beirut, said the throngs at The
Glow Paradise belied another
reality. “Soyou see peopleinthe
restaurant, but what you don’t
see is that 22 restaurants closed
last month,” Nader told Reuters.

Lebanon’s Instagram-active
community was split between
those accusing the restaurant
of theft and others saying the
sandwich was intended for

A chef prepares a chicken taouk sandwich at Glow Paradise
restaurant in Beirut. REUTERS

those who could afford it.
Some questioned whether

the disputeitselfreflected mis-

placed priorities in a country

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

grappling with urgent crises,
from Israel’s occupation of
large swaths of the country's
south to the endemic electricity

and water crises.

Lebanon’s 2019 financial col-
lapse was prompted by
decades of corruption and prof-
ligate spending by the ruling
elite, and several rounds of con-
flict since then have worsened
the country'seconomic outlook.

GDP hasdeclined by nearly
40% since 2019 and inflation is
expected to rise to 17.5% due to
rising global energy and ship-
ping prices eating away at
people's purchasing powetr, ac-
cording to the World Bank.

Thefigureis morethanquad-
ruple the global headline infla-
tion rate flagged by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund in July.

Four in five households in

New Delhi

Lebanon struggle to afford basic
necessities, the UN children’s
agency said in September.

The country's middle class
has “disappeared,” Nader said,
dismantled by a series of crises
including the collapse of the fi-
nancial system in 2019, the
2020 Beirut Port explosion and
two wars in under two years.

Monthly bills from private
generator operators, which
provide electricity to many
homes and businesses during
outages on Lebanon’s failing
national grid, jumped by nearly
20% in August 2026 alone,
bringing rates nearly 60%
higher than they were in Febru-
ary of thisyear, accordingtothe

kilowatt-hour prices set by Le-
banon’s energy ministry.

For many, that means pay-
ing for 24/7 electricity now costs
several hundred dollars a
month, in a country where the
minimum wage is set at $400.

“Everything has become ex-
pensive, and people can't keep
up,” said Fouad Fakhreddine, a
53-year-old restaurant worker
from nearby Hamra. “We are
now getting paid, then getting
in debt over that just to get by.”

The years of economic in-
stability, he said, have pro-
duced “aclassthatisliving, and
aclassthatisnot dead and wait-
ing to die from the unbearable
situationitisin.” REUTERS
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‘REAPING THE DIVIDENDS OF DEMOGRAPHY REQUIRES ADDRESSING THE SKILL MISMATCH’

‘Rupee much more flexible now, FX
rate should be firstline of defence’

THERE HAS been “much more
flexibility” in the rupee’s ex-
change rate after its ‘de facto’ ar-
rangement was reclassified last
year as ‘crawl-like’ from ‘stabil-
ised’, Krishna Srinivasan, Di-
rector of the International Mon-
etary Fund’s Asia and Pacific
Department, said. While defer-
ringtothe Fund’s Article IV con-
sultation team and its ‘mechan-
ical’ exercise on the exchange
rate, Srinivasan told Siddharth
Upasani in an interview that
allowing the exchange rate to
moveis “better”, with interven-
tions by many Asian countries
not providing “much by way of
relief”. He also discussed the
importance of labour reskilling
and Asia’s demographics.
Edited excerpts:

The APACregional
economic outlook warns
that creatingjobs through
the export-led,
manufacturing model is
becoming harder. With
youth unemploymentinthe
regionrather high, what
should authorities do amid
Aladvancements?

Some of the work we have
donesayscountriesin Asiatrade
a lot with each other when it

comestointermediate goods, be-
cause they’re part of global and
regional supply chains. But
when it comes to final goods,
there’s very little intra-regional
trade — it’s only 30% compared
to 60% in the EU and North
America. So, there’s potential
theretohave greater integration,
which provides support for
manufacturing-led exports and
manufacturing activity, which
will create jobs.

Our work on Al shows that
since ChatGPT waslaunched, in
sectors that are relatively more
exposed to Al, labour demand
has come down by 10% and sta-
bilised — so it’s a reshaping of
jobsratherthan disappearance.

Alotof manufacturing now
also involves services. And
whether you focus on manu-
facturingor services, what'sim-
portant is bridging the skills
gap. So, alot of emphasis needs
tobe placed on what isrequired
for the jobs of tomorrow and
what is being produced in
terms of people coming out of
college. The skills mismatch
needs to be addressed to make
surethat the peoplejoiningthe
labour force get jobs. And for
India, that number could be 150
million to 300 million between
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KRISHNA SRINIVASAN

DIRECTOR, ASIAAND PACIFIC
DEPARTMENT, IMF

now and 2050.

Is Asia’s demographic
dividend window closing
faster than perhaps median
ages would suggest?

When it comes to demo-
graphics, there’s not one Asia,
but three. The first is the early
dividend countries, like Nepal
and Philippines, where the la-
bour forceis youngand growing.
Then you have thelatedividend
countries, like Indiaand Indone-
sia, and then the post-dividend
countries like China and Japan.
Inanidealworld, labour could go
from surplustodeficit countries.
That's not happening.

But it’s not just about how
many people are there in the

Insurance agents blame hospital,
garage costs for rising premiums

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 25

SKYROCKETING HOSPITAL
bills and inflated motor garage
repair costs, rather than insur-
ance agents’ commissions, are
driving up general insurance
claims and putting pressure on
premiums, the Confederation
of General Insurance Agents
Associations of India (CGIAAI)
has said, urging the govern-
ment to tackle the root causes of
rising costs instead of squeezing
insurance distribution.

In a representation sub-
mitted to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, the association,
which claims it represents 1.6
million individual general in-
surance agents, has called for di-
rect regulation and standardisa-
tion of hospital tariffs and
automobile workshop repair
bills. It has warned that pro-
posed reforms by the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI), in-
cluding tighter expense-of-

management (EOM) caps, risk
weakening consumer protec-
tion while threatening the liveli-
hoods of agents who help po-
licyholders navigate claims
during medical emergencies
and accidents.

“The primary driver of rising
premiums is the industry’s
steep 84% to 87% incurred
claimsratio, fuelled by systemic
price inflation,” the association
said, arguing that the focus of
regulatory reform should be on
the costs insurers incur when
settling claims.

The association alleged that
hospitals frequently charge in-
sured patients substantially
more than those paying cash for
comparable treatment. It also
claimed that automobile work-
shopssignificantly inflate repair
estimates when bills are routed
through insurance claims.
These practices, it argued, in-
crease insurers’ payouts and ul-
timately add to the financial
burden on policyholders.

The representation did not

provide adetailed breakdown of
the alleged hospital and garage
overcharging or quantify their
individual contribution to pre-
mium increases. However, the
association demanded that the
government and IRDAI directly
address these costs instead of
treating distribution expenses
as the principal problem.

“The confederation empha-
sised that general insurance
cannotbe treated as an off-the-
shelf consumer product,” it
said, underlining the impor-
tance of assistance when po-
licyholders face complex pa-
perwork, disputed bills and
claim settlements.

“When a family is stranded
at a hospital billing counter or
standing by a damaged vehicle
on a highway, an automated
chatbot or call centre algorithm
cannot replace the local insur-
ance agent who personally vi-
sits, advocates, and secures fair
settlement,” the CGIAAI leader-
ship said. FULLREPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Samudra Manthan: Govt to bear losses on
dry oil wells, recover aid on viable finds

Saurav Anand
New Delhi, October 25

THE GOVERNMENT is offering
oil and gas explorers a new fi-
nancial arrangement to encour-
age drilling in India’s deep seas:
itwill payup tohalfthe costofan
exploratory well and bear its
share of the loss if no commer-
cially viable oil or gas is found.
However, companies making
profitable discoveries will have
to repay the money, under the
Centre’s Rs 84,084-crore Samu-
dra Manthan scheme.

The move is aimed at tack-
lingone ofthe biggest hurdlesin
offshore exploration: companies

must spend hundreds of crores
searching for oil and gaswithout
any guarantee of a discovery.
Underthe new arrangement, the
government will share that fi-
nancial risk, while companies
will remain responsible for drill-
ing operations and the remain-
ingexpenditure.

According to the petroleum
ministry’s operational guide-
lines, the Centre will fund up to
50% of the actual drilling cost,
subjecttoa ceilingof Rs 675 crore
perwell. If drilling fails to find oil
or gas, or discovers reservesthat
cannot be commercially pro-
duced, the government will not
recover its contribution.

For successful wells, repay-
mentwill begin after seven years
of commercial production or
when the company has re-
covered 50% of its exploration
and development costs, which-
ever happensearlier. The money
will be recovered through an-
nual instalments from company
revenue, without any adjust-
ment for inflation or the time
value of money.

Petroleum Secretary Neeraj
Mittal called Samudra Manthan
a “structural breakinIndia’s ap-
proach to offshore exploration”,
sayingitaddresses the financial
difficulties that earlier policy re-
forms could not resolve. FE

workforce; it’s more about are
they skilled enough for the new
world. What we find is that for
the young and educated popu-
lation, unemployment is even
higher. That tells you thereis a
skill mismatch.

The point which we would
like to underscore is that we
have to think more holistically
about what we are producingin
our universities. If you address
that well, then you can have the
dividends. Ifyoudon't, it could
be adrag.

The IMF and India haven’t
always seen eye to eye onthe
exchangerate policy. Last
year, itwas changedto
crawl-like. What do you
make ofthe RBI'srecent
regulatory measures to
make hedging more
expensive?

One has to study some of
these measures deeper and see
whether they’re having the
right impact or not. Generally
speaking, given the shock and
the fact that India is an energy
importer, we would like to see
the exchange rate be the first
line of defence. Our general ad-
vice is to not protect prices be-
cause they are the signalling

mechanism. You can also think
of how to liberalise tariffs and
non-tariff barriers so that
there’s an offsetting force.

Of course, there are condi-
tions where if the movement is
very disorderly, then you can
think of some kind of an inter-
vention. But the way we see it as
right now, the currency mis-
matches are not large, the mar-
ket is reasonably deep. Many
countries in Asia have inter-
vened and it has not provided
much by way of relief. So, allow-
ing it to move is better and to
keep your reserves as a buffer
against future shocks.

So, the exchange rate does
not fit the crawl-like
arrangement definition.

They have allowed the ex-
change rate to move... There is
definitely much more flexibil-
ity in the exchange rate, no
question about that.

TheIMF’s ArticleIVteamwill
look at that (exchange rate clas-
sification).It’sa very mechanical
exercise. But the point I want to
makeisthattheexchangeratehas
beenalot (more)flexiblesincethe
time when that assessment was
made. FULLINTERVIEW ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Al revenuerises,but IT
growth remains muted

The challenge for the IT industry is to generate enough new Al-led
business to offset the revenue lost. REUTERS

Poulomi Chatterjee
Bengaluru, October 25

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(Al)isemerging as a significant
revenue stream for Indian IT
services firms, but its rapid
growth is yet to translate into a
meaningful acceleration in
overall revenue as automation
threatens to erode the tradi-
tional services business.

The challenge for the indus-
tryistogenerate enough new Al-
led businessto offset the revenue
lost as clients demand greater
productivity and lower costs.

Among the large-cap IT
companies, HCLTech reported
the highest sequential revenue
growth in constant currency
terms at 2.3% in the September
quarter, followed by Infosys at
1.2%. Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS) grew 0.5%, while
Wipro reported flat revenue
growth. The modest perform-
ance came despite companies
reporting strong growth in their
Al-related businesses, high-
lighting the widening gap be-
tween the emerging opportun-
ity and the pressures on their
core operations.

Infosys said AI now ac-
counts for10.5% of its revenue,
with the business growing 29%
sequentially. TCS reported an
annualised Al revenue run
rate of $3.1 billion, crossing

10% of total revenue for the
first time. HCLTech’s Ad-
vanced Al revenue, which in-
cludes intellectual property
and platform components,
rose 28% sequentially and con-
tributed 6% of total revenue.
The business also contributed
32 basis points to HCLTech’s
operating margin of 18.6%.

However, the expansion of
Al-related business is not yet
translating into comparable
growth in overall revenue. Ac-
cording to Achyuta Ghosh, re-
search and advisory lead for
India at HfS Research, part of
the explanation lies in clients'
increasing expectations of Al-
led productivity gains. Com-
panies are demanding measur-
able returns from technology
spending while remaining cau-
tious about discretionary ex-
penditure, putting pressure on
traditional contract values.

“Expectations for Al-led
productivity commitments are
increasing competitive inten-
sity and reshaping commercial
models,” Infosys CFO Jayesh
Sanghrajka said during the
company's earnings call. The
communications segment, he
added, was facing a challeng-
ing demand environment,
with clients maintaining tight
control over discretionary
spending and prioritising cost
efficiency. FE

Emirates seeks India growth

through premiumisation

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, October 25

EMIRATES HAS stepped up its
product premiumisation effort
in the Indian market. From
Sunday (October 25), the airline
has expanded its premium
economy offering to all flights
to and from Delhi and Kolkata.
Itisalsointroducingits flagship
Airbus A380 aircraft for the first
time on one of its four daily fre-
quencies from Delhi, making
the capital the third Indian city
tobe served by the superjumbo.
The remaining three daily
flightswill be upgraded to refur-
bished Boeing 777 aircraft, fea-
turing a four-class cabin con-
figuration — first, business,
premium economy and econ-
omy — compared with the ear-
lier three-class offering of first,
business and economy.

In addition to Delhi, the pre-
mium economy cabin will also
be available on all 12 of the air-
line’s weekly Kolkata-Dubai
flights, up from the five a week
at present. With this, the pre-
mium economy product will be
available on flight to and from
six of nine Indian cities that
Emirates operates to, and will
cover about half of its 168
weekly departures from India.

As per Essa Sulaiman
Ahmad, Emirates’ senior vice
president of commercial oper-
ations for West Asia and Indian
Ocean, the Indian market —
widely perceived as a price-sen-
sitive market — has matured
and there is “extremely high de-
mand” for travel, including ris-
ingdemand for premium cabin
seats. Ahmad said that offering
premium economy seats on a
number of its India flights also
works well from the perspective
of passengers travelling with
the airline beyond Dubai to
marketslike Europe and North
America, where the cabin class
iswidely offered.

The carrier’s focus on pre-
miumisationisevidentlyaimed
atattracting flyers willing to pay
more for better comfort and ex-
perience from a key geography
for the Dubai-based mega car-
rier. Apart from reinforcing its

Govt extends
deadlines for
firmstofile
annual returns

New Delhi: The corporate af-
fairs ministry hasextended the
deadline for companies to file
their annual financial state-
ments for the fiscal 2025-26 till
December 31.

Besides, companies can
submit their annual returns to
the ministry till January 31,
2027, as per a circular.

The extension of deadlines
follow representations from
stakeholders as they were
facingissuesin submitting the
annual statutory filings
through the MCA 21 portal.

According to the circular
dated October 24, the ministry
said thatin view of the represen-
tations received and to enable
companiesto complete theiran-
nual statutory filings, the dead-
lines have been extended with-
out paying an additional fee.

Now, the annual financial
statements in e-forms AOC-4,
AOC-4 (CFS), AOC-4 (XBRL),
AOC-4NBFC (Ind AS)and AOC-
4 CFS NBFC (Ind AS) for the fi-
nancial year2025-26 can be filed
up to December 31, 2026. PTI

- b

Emirates is expanding premium
economy amid rising demand
for premium travel. ReuTERS

premium positioning and com-
manding higher fares than com-
petition, offering more pre-
mium class seats is one way for
Emirates to grow the revenue
from its India flights, given that
it can’t expand seat capacity to
and fromIndia, accordingtoin-
dustry watchers.
Premiumisation gives the
airline a way to extract more
value from this connectivity. It
also enables Emirates to com-
pete for passengers who might
otherwise choose a European
airline, another Gulf carrier or
a direct service operated by an
Indian carrier, primarily Air
India. India is among the
world’s most important out-
bound aviation markets, with
rising international travel de-
mand, a growing pool of af-
fluent consumers, and increas-
ingly ambitious domestic
airlines, making it one of the
key focus markets for Emirates.

Premium economy bet

Premium economy offers
passengersa middle ground be-
tween economy and business
class, with ahigherlevel of com-
fort at a more accessible price
than business class.

A one-way fare for an Emir-
ates flight from Delhi to Dubai
in mid-December is currently
priced at around Rs 38,000 for
an economy class seat, and
about Rs 51,000 for a premium
economy seat, as per the car-
rier’swebsite. However, the gap
between economy class fare

* BRIEFLY

and business class fare is signifi-
cantly wider, with a seat in the
latter being offered by the air-
line for around Rs 11akh. First
class seats are on offer for Rs
2.36lakh apiece.

The significance lies in the
scale of the premium economy
capacity expansion by Emirates.
Theairline doesn’t see this cabin
class as a niche offering any-
more, and the premium econ-
omy product is becoming a
more prominent component of
Emirates’ India network, giving
the airline more opportunitiesto
sell a higher-priced seat to pas-
sengers who might otherwise
have travelled in the economy
class. And not just in India, this
cabin classis also gaining promi-
nenceintheairline’s global fleet
and network.

An analysis of airline capac-
ity data from aviation analytics
firm Cirium shows that the
number of premium economy
seats being offered by Emirates
onitsflights from India has shot
up.InNovember, Emiratesis of-
fering 2,537 premium economy
seats per week onits flights from
India, up 80.2% over November
oflast year. Ascompared to Sep-
tember of this year, the Novem-
ber premium economy seat ca-
pacity is up 73.4%, the analysis
shows. In November 2023, Emir-
ates offered just 784 premium
economy seats per week, while
in November of 2022, the
number was nil.

The data shows that the
jump in Emirates’ premium
economy seats has come at the
cost of economy class seats,
even as the latter continues to
do the heavy lifting. In Novem-
ber, Emirates is offering 50,264
economy class seatsonits flights
fromIndia, down2.4% year-on-
year and 2.2% from September
levels. Since 2022, the number
ofeconomy seatson the airline’s
flights from India has declined
by almost 5%. Emirates is evi-
dently trying to make its pre-
mium proposition more access-
ible without abandoning its
mass-market economy class
business in India.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SBI cracks down
ondormant
accounts

Mumbai: State Bank of India
(SBI) plans to close inoper-
ative savings accounts with
zero balances to curb cyber
frauds and prevent their
misuse as mule accounts for
routingillicit funds. The
move comes amid growing
concerns over fraudsters
usingdormantbank
accounts as mule accounts.
SBI hasinformed customers
thatinoperative savings ac-
counts carrying nil balances
for more than ayear will be
closed after amonth's notice
iftheir Know Your Customer
details are not updated dur-
ingthe notice period. FE

Pulse imports
surge 67% in
April-August

New Delhi:Imports of pulses
surged 67% to02.06 million
tonneinthe April-August
period of FY27,amid
concernsoveradipin
domestic output duetothe

ElNino threat, trade sources
said.Imports by valuerose
38% to $1.18 billion, reflect-
ingrelatively subdued global
prices despite higher
demand from India. How-
ever, traders expectimports
toslowinthe coming
months as Canadian yellow
peaand lentil prices have
increased amid supply dis-
ruptions from Russiadueto
the Ukraine conflict. FE

Five companies
tolaunchIPOs
this week

New Delhi: Five companies,
including EAAA India Alter-
natives, SFC Environmental
Technologies,and MK Sons
Fine Jewels, aresettolaunch
theirinitial public offerings
(IPOs) thisweek, seeking to
raise closetoRs 2,600 crore
fromthe primary market.
BLS Polymers and Bombay
Coated and Special Steels
would also float their maiden
public offerings. Several other
firms, including Avaada Elec-
troand AGS Health, are also
planning IPOs, merchant
bankerssaid. PTI

e THE APPROACH COULD ADDRESS THE SHORTAGE OF LAND FOR SOLAR PROJECTS WHILE ALLOWING FARMING TO CONTINUE BENEATH ELEVATED PANELS

Agrivoltaics: Can India put solar pancls on farms without hurting crop vields?

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, October 25

THE GOVERNMENT this week
announced plans to introduce
agri-photovoltaics (PV) under
the second phase of the Prad-
han Mantri Kisan Urja Surak-
sha evam Utthaan Mahab-
hiyaan (PM-KUSUM), its
flagship scheme to solarise irri-
gation. The approach com-
bines solar power generation
with crop cultivation on the
same land, with the aim to
allow farmers to continue
growing crops while earning
additional income from elec-
tricity generation.

Speaking at the Agrivoltaics
World Conference 2026 -

‘Powering the Global South’ in
New Delhi on Wednesday,
Union New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE) Minister Pral-
had Joshi said the approach
could help address the shortage
of land for solar projects while
allowing farming to continue
beneath elevated panels.
Citing estimates, Joshi
said around 30% of
India’s 160 million hec-
tares of cropland could
be suitable for agrivoltaic
projects.

But how do agrivoltaics
work, which crops can be
grown under solar panels, and
can the model be scaled up
without affecting farm produc-
tivity or farmers’ incomes?

e

Notall crops suitable
foragrivoltaics

Agri-photovoltaics (PV) in-
volves installing solar panels
on elevated structures over ag-
ricultural land, allowing
farmersto continue cultivation
underneath while generating
electricity from the same
plot. Technology-wise,
photovoltaicis the same
as that in conventional
ground-mounted solar
projects. The difference
lies in the additional infra-
structure required to elevate
the panels and leave sufficient
space for farming activities be-
neath them.

Earlier this week, Santosh
Kumar Sarangi, Secretary at

Agri-photovoltaics involves installing solar panels on elevated
structures over agricultural land. ReuTers

MNRE, had told the media that
agri PV panels are installed at a
height of around 3.5 to 4 metres
above the ground to allow

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

farmers to carry out routine ag-
ricultural operations, including
the movement of machinery,
without interruption.

However, the additional civil
and structural infrastructure
makes agri-photovoltaic pro-
jects around 25-30% more ex-
pensive than conventional
ground-mounted solar projects,
Sarangi said. Accordingto him,
the potential capacity for agri-
photovoltaics in India is esti-
mated at 1-2 terawatts (TW) or
1000-2000 gigawatts (GW).

He also said that deploy-
ment of agri-photovoltaics will
mainly help states which have
less non-agricultural land by
allowinglarge scale deployment
of solar without compromising
on food security requirements.

However, the government’s
initial assessment studies show
that while deployment of agri-

New Delhi

photovoltaicis suitable for fruits
and leafy vegetables, it has not
been found suitable for crops
such asrice and sugarcane.

Concerns over crop
yields, farmers’interest

With most of the agri-photo-
voltaic projects in India still at
the pilot stage, the government
faces the challenge of develop-
ing a policy framework that
allows solar power generation to
expand without compromising
crop yields, soil health, or
farmers’ livelihoods.

Speaking at the Agrivoltaics
World Conference 2026 on Wed-
nesday, Union Agriculture Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
flagged several issues that he

said would need to be addressed
before the approach could be ex-
panded.

Over 85% of India’s farmers
aresmall and marginal farmers,
while the average landholding
in the country is 0.96 hectare.
He stressed that the policy must
be designed to benefit small
farmers and protect agricultural
production.

Chouhan said the model
must ensure that farmersdonot
lose control of their agricultural
land or suffer a decline in crop
production. Since most projects
are still at the pilot stage, their
impact on farming must be as-
sessed before they are taken to
scale,hesaid. ~ FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Idea Exchange

Shubhajit Roy: As you begin your stint
inIndia, could you talk about the
priorities you have outlined for
yourself?

My first priority is to see the signing of
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between
the European Union and India at theend of
thisyear. Thetaskistotapinto the potential
of this FTA; we have to facilitate matchmak-
ingbetween interested companies. The sec-
ond priority will be to focus on the implan-
tation of our Migration and Mobility
Partnership Agreement (MMPA), an agree-
ment that helps Indians come to Germany,
find jobs there and become part of our so-
ciety. Each year, we issue roughly 60,000
long-term visas in India, this includes visas
for students as well as their families. In my
first term, whenIcametoIndia (2017), there
were 17000 Indian students enrolled in Ger-
man universities, now we are at 70,000. My
third priority is our defence and security
partnership, in particular deepening our de-
fence industrial cooperation.

Shubhajit Roy: In the mid-90s, you
served in Moscow, in Baku, and then
in Berlin. This was the time of post-
reunification, the collapse of the
Soviet Union. Couldyougiveusa
sense of that time?

It was a captivating time, both per-
sonally and politically, because in Europe
we were full of enthusiasm to overcomethe
Cold War division of Europe and to create a
pan-European security architecture thatin-
cluded Russia. We wanted to ensure that the
security interests of all nations in Europe
are respected. But already then, we had a
sense that Russia was struggling with the
new status quo. With the collapse of the So-
viet Union, all the former Soviet republics,
such as Ukraine and Belarus, became inde-
pendent. We sensed the dissatisfaction in
Russia about this development. Our idea
was, that the best way to deal with this revi-
sionism was to invite Russia to become part
of pan-European security, economic and
political structures. Hence, the OSCE (Or-
ganization for Security and Co-operationin
Europe) and the NATO-Russia Council was
created, also we turned G7 into G8. Still, we
failed. Russia’s inherent revisionism was
stronger than its readiness to become part
of a united Europe. This is a rather sad
chapter of my career.

Shubhajit Roy: You didn’t anticipate
this change?

That Russia would invade Ukraine with
over 100,000 soldiers was beyond our im-
agination. I think it happened because of a
misjudgment on Russia’s behalf. Russia
thought that Europe is so weak and busy
with its domestic issues that we would
simply let Ukraine go. But that would have
come with huge costs, since the ultimate
goal of the Russian leadershipis the restora-
tion of Soviet-style hegemony in large parts
of Europe. As sovereign countriesin Europe
we simply cannot allow that.

If Putin gets his way in Ukraine, Russia
will feel encouraged to move on towardsthe
west. Russian advancement may not
necessarily happen with troops but certainly
by putting pressure on sovereign govern-
ments so that policies shaped in Warsaw or
Berlin would be to the liking of the Kremlin.
That’swhy we Europeans work so hard, why
we support Ukraine and why we have put all
these sanctions in place. We are defending
our own freedom and sovereignty.

Shubhajit Roy: To play the devil’s
advocate, the Russian view is that it
was NATO which was threatening
Russia. How do you respond to
this framing?

I would simply invite everyone to look
at the statistics. Germany spent hardly 1.1
per cent of its GDP on defence in 2015 —
one year after Russia had annexed Crimea,
when Russia, so they claim, felt threatened
by NATO. In the decades after the end of
the Cold War, NATO had no contingency
plans, no meaningful joint exercises; in es-
sence, NATO had become a paper tiger
when it came to collective defence. After
having spent tremendous amounts on de-
fence during the Cold War, Europeans
where simply exhausted. Therefore, my
take is that it was not out of fear of possible
NATO aggression that Russia attacked
Ukraine but quite the opposite — a percep-
tion of European weakness and ‘deca-
dence’, so from the Russian perspective: an
opportunity to revise the territorial status
quo in Europe.

Shubhajit Roy: Whatbecame the
turning point? How did the needle
move for the increase in defence
budget?

For Germans in general, it was a huge
shock tosee pictures of Russian soldiers and
tanksinvading Ukraine. Until then, and de-
spite of the annexation of Crimea and the
ensuing proxy war in eastern Ukraine, Ger-
mans didn’t think Russia would threaten
our national security or the NATO alliance.
The invasion was a turning point in public
awareness, and therefore Chancellor Olaf
Scholz seized the opportunity to announce
a €100 billion investment into the armed
forces. At the same time, we also under-
stood that it’s not wise to build capacities on
apurely national level; you need a collective
approach. Thus, we cooperate closely with
our European partners in developing our
capabilities together and in strengthening
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WHY JASPER WIECK

Newly-appointed German Ambassador Jasper Wieck is starting off his stint at a time when wars in Ukraine and West Asia are continuing, and Europe is facing
challenges from the US. As someone who was at German embassies in Moscow, Baku and Berlin from 1995 to 2009, and later at NATO in Brussels, he has the
vantage point of viewing the world from a strategic perspective. He comes to Delhi at a time when Germany is looking at India in defence and security domains,
and his diplomatic task is to strengthen the strategic ties with Delhi

ON RUSSIA’S
REVISIONISM

If Putin gets his way in
Ukraine, Russia will feel
encouraged to move on
towards the west. That's
why we Europeans work
so hard and why we have
put sanctions in place. We
are defending our own
freedom and sovereignty

ON CIVICPROTESTS

There was always a
dialogue..That’s what
makes our societies
different from
authoritarian countries,
where protests are
suppressed. That can
lead to grave mistakes by
the ruling class because
they don't accept criticism

It’s important to engage in political

debate but exploitation of political
issues has no place in democracies’

German Ambassador Jasper Wieck on how to bring Russia to the table for talks, how Indian and Germany can
strengthen their bilateral ties and why it’s important to be cautious when doing business with China.
The session was moderated by Shubhajit Roy, Diplomatic Editor, The Indian Express
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German Ambassador Jasper Wieck (right) with Shubhajit Roy, Diplomatic Editor, The Indian Express RENUKAPURI

our collective defence.

Shubhajit Roy: Four-and-a-halfyears
into the war, Russiais still standing,
UKkraineisstill there,and thereisa
stalemate. What is your prognosis of
the war?

This war will not be decided on the
battlefield. If you look at the frontline, the
infantry has disappeared and beenreplaced
by the use of drones and long-range
weapons. We definitely need a sustainable
political solution. Ukraine is ready for a
ceasefire but Russia refuses to even engage
in debate. The European approach is two-
fold: on the one hand to increase military,
humanitarian and material support to
Ukraine, and, on the other hand to tighten
the sanctions against Russia. This way, we
try to contribute to bringing Russia to the
negotiation table.

Shubhajit Roy: How do you view
India’s advocacyrole?

Wewelcometheinitiative by India.Ican
hardly think of a country better positioned
than India to mediate this conflict because
you have functioning channels of com-
munication with Russia and with Ukraine.
If we can be of any help to India in this re-
gard, we, of course, stand ready, but we
know that since we clearly support Ukraine,
we cannot fulfil the role of mediator. We
need countries like India to step in — and
we need the commitment of the US also
when it comes to monitor the implementa-
tion of a cease-fire agreement.

Shubhajit Roy: On defence and
security cooperation, Germany has
capabilitiesin drones and
submarines. What are the other
sectors where India and Germany can
exchange knowledge transfer?

Airbus, forexample, isbuilding transport
aircraft and light utility helicoptersin India.
We are cooperating on the Eurodrone recon-

naissance drone, where Indiais an observer
and where a maritime variant for specific
Indian needs can be developed. We are also
cooperating on anti-submarine warfare re-
lated systems. German companies are also
ready to partner with Indian companies,
among others, in missile technology, sensor
technology, communication tech-

nology, unmanned systems, signal- | op

ling. Thereisan almost finalised sub-
marine deal that will include
comprehensivetechnologytransfer; | [
the final design will be developed

SCANTHE

cars, airplanes, refrigerators, but if you took
abroaderview and look at the entire supply
chain, you realise you need a lot of compo-
nents. For instance, India has developed an
impressive car component subsidiary in-
dustry. Ifa European car manufacturer has
componentsdelivered from Indiabecause

you produce them at a lower price,

0 | ourcarsinEurope get cheaper. And

if car producersin India say thisisa
high-tech device that we would like
to have from Germany and you
don’t have to pay the tariffs any

jointly by German and Indian ship- longer, then your economy, the
yards. ?g \?VCA)P(I‘,EH competitiveness of your companies
THE VIDEO and your consumers will all benefit

Shubhajit Roy: Through India-
Germany economic
relationship after the FTA, what is
the market access India will get?
Normally when such a trade deal is
signed, people look at the tangibles, like

aswell.

It’s alsoimportant to understand
that big companies like BASF, Bayer,
Siemens and Bosch need the FTA less be-
cause they go ‘local forlocal’; they produce
in India. But the famous German Mittel-

ONISRAEL-
PALESTINE

The German
government is criticised
from both sides, for being
too pro-Israeli and the
Israeli government
criticises us for being too
critical about what they
are doing. We are not
blind on either side, we

-w have both eyes open

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

" {DEA &X(

[ET THE POWEE OF &h

oy
FD (i 1

GET THE MOWER OF &

stand — small and medium enterprises
with up to 200 workers — cannot establish
global subsidiaries and need this agree-
ment because they realistically will not go
local. And of course, vice versa, India also
has enterprises that cannot simply open a
production site in Germany. They simply
want export.

Aakash Joshi: With therise of the AfD
and its sort of nativist anti-migrant
policy and the political pressure it
faces, if this movement continues to
rise, how do you see it playing out?

It’simportant to see how our society and
also our migration policy has evolved over
the years. In 2015, we had huge pressure
from crisis regions, particularly from Syria.
There were times when our authorities
were no longer in full control over the flux
of people coming into our country and that
was the moment for a populist party like
AfD to jump in. They told our people that
the ruling government had lost control. Till
today, they benefit from that moment of
mass movement in 2015. But this has little
to do with our today’s migration and mo-
bility policy towards India, which is about
inviting skilled labour that our companies
and even our public service system need
urgently. So, there’s a broad consensus
among all the parties that we need talented
Indian people who are willing to make their
livingin Germany and, in general, it works
very well.

Aakash Joshi: How much does
economic and political upheaval in
major EU members affect Germany,
which is arguably the realleader of
the EU?

In general, I see protests — as long as
they are peaceful and happen within the
legal framework — positively because they
are an expression of our free society and
that people can take to the streets, if they are
not satisfied. In Germany, we have a long

New Delhi

tradition of people raising their voice, now
it’'s Gen Z. That’s what makes our societies
different from authoritarian countries,
where protests are suppressed. I would not
want to live in that kind of a society. It can
lead to grave mistakes by the ruling class be-
cause they don’t accept any criticism.

In Germany, you switch on (the radio
station) Deutschlandfunk which by the way
isfunded by the State and even for someone
like the Federal Chancellor, it’s a perfect way
of knowing how political orlegislative initi-
atives by the government are discussed in
society. Itisimportant that we allengage in
necessary political debate, but at the same
time violence or exploitation of political is-
sues has no place in democracies.

Vandita Mishra: But don’t protests
point to the inability of institutions
tolisten to the younger generation.
What do you think governments
should do when Gen Z takes to

the street?

As the German ambassador to India,
I'm not here to give recommendations. I as-
sume that the voices of the younger gener-
ation are heard. When I compare Germany
of the 1950s with the Germany of today, I
thinkit hasevolved tremendously socially,
also because the civil society has brought
up ever new initiatives. Political parties and
non-governmental organisations have ac-
tively participated in shaping policy and
that’s what we need.

Indiatoo, has evolved over the decades.
Indiatoday isa modern, digitalised country
that atthe same time has retained its tradi-
tions. It is an economic powerhouse, with
a voice that is heard worldwide. All this
doesn’t come from nothing. It’s people that
have struggled, initiated and implemented
reforms, that have taken to the street, if
need be, held discussions and seminars to
bring up new ideas continuously. So, what
I am saying is you can trust your very vi-
brant and agile civil society, which, by the
way, has worldwide renown for being ani-
mated and spirited.

Saptarshi Basak: Part of Germany’s
economicroles are being attributed
to China’srise, because Chinahas
displaced Germany in
manufacturing, engineering,
electronics.Isthereis aregret
retrospectively in German circles
about this?

Well, it depends on who you askin Ger-
many. Iwould say that German companies
have benefited from engaging with China.
By producing in China, our supply chains
have been cost effective and the consumer
has benefitted as well. But we also had to
learn our lessons and had to become more
vocal with regard to reciprocity in invest-
ment opportunities and fairness in trade.
Our economy had become too dependent
on China. We now have investment screen-
ing mechanisms in place and encourage
companies to diversify. This also explains
the rising importance of India to German
business and the FTA between India and
the EU is, among other things, a manifes-
tation of our approach to diversify.

Saptarshi Basak: In the case of
Palestine, how does Germany see the
requirements for a two-state
solution?

One very essential requirement for sus-
tainable peace in the Middle East is that
there be a viable entity in Palestine. For the
time being this is not the case. We spend a
lot of money on humanitarian assistance,
particularly to Palestinians in Gaza. Before
any formal recognition of Palestine there
are many questions to be looked at, and I
think for the people in these areasitis much
more important that we help them survive
in there every day life than that we grant
them any formal status which is for the time
being just on paper. And, of course, Israel
and the security of its people are an impor-
tant part of the equation. We want to have
Israel on board with any political solution.
For historic reasons that are well known we
have avery special relationship with Israel.

Shubhajit Roy: You talk about your
special relationship with Israel, but
critics argue that your commitmentis
toIsrael andits people, not to the
Netanyahu government. Do you agree
with that perception?

Well, the German government is criti-
cised from both sides, which is always a
good sign. We are criticised that we are too
pro-Israeli and the Israeli government criti-
cises us for being too critical about what
they are doing. So somehow, we are on
middle ground. We are not blind on either
side, we have both eyes open.

Devyani Onial: Given the history, do
you now see a generational change,
with the public speaking up more for
Palestine?

When Iwas at university, we had similar
debates among us students. The situation
in West Asia is very complex, and it has al-
ways been a debated issue in our society, as
in many other societies. So, I don’t think
thatit has tremendously changed, perhaps
those who stand up for the rights of Pales-
tine or for the two-state solution have be-
come more vocal, but at the same time we
have strong defenders of Israel. Perhaps, the
topicis more onour agendathaninthe past
but the debates are very much the same.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Sport

[ ] MONDAY, OCTOBER 26,2026 19
Harmanpreet, FERGIE CONCOCTION BRIEFLY

Deepti power ® ga? h' ‘l l °4 S h '
eotpover  Gambhir’s Dhir-Tilak-Nitis

vs Zimbabwe

Harmanpreet hit 15 boundaries
in her 126-run innings. CREIMAS

Press Trust of India
Vadodara, October 25

HARMANPREET KAUR was
brutal and Deepti Sharma sub-
lime as their twin centuries
headlined India's commanding
121-run victory over minnows
Zimbabwe in the second
women's ODI on Sunday.

India thus took an unassail-
able 2-Olead in the three-match
series having won the first
match by a comfortable nine-
wicket margin. Having posted a
formidable 328 for 6, the home
team's spinners, led by 1Vaish-
navi Sharma (four wickets),
bowled Zimbabwe out for a pal-
try 207 in 48.5 overs. After scor-
ingher century, Deepti polished
off the opposition tail with fig-
ures of 3 for 32.

Harmanpreet struck 126 off
121 balls laced with 15 well-
timed boundaries. This was
Harmanpreet's eighth WODI
century after she hit a match-
winning91in one of the WT20Is
played earlier. She had an able
companion in Deepti, who re-
mained unbeaten on 106 off 86
balls with 15 hits to the fence.
BRIEF SCORES: India women
328/6in 50 overs (Harman-
preet Kaur 126, Deepti
Sharma106 not out) beat
Zimbabwe women 207 all
outin48.5overs (Modester
Mupachikwa 49; Vaishnavi
Sharma 4/39, Deepti
Sharma 3/32) by 121 runs.

prongs tofill the Hardik g

The trio doesn’t
weigh up to
Pandya’s gifts but
together they
could function
substantially

Sandip G
New Delhi, October 25

TOWARDS THE end of his
reign at Manchester United, Sir
Alex Ferguson struggled to find
an all-action midfielder of his
ideals. Paul Scholes had aged;
Owen Hargreaves was locked
on the surgeon’s table. A strat-
egist rather than atactician, he
bypassed the flaw by stacking
his side with a bunch of versa-
tile forwards who dropped to
the midfield like Wayne Roo-
ney or Javier Hernandez,
tracked and won the ball and
functioned as auxiliary mid-
fielder. Hebowed out with are-
venge and league crown.

The legendary manager is
one of India head coach Gautam
Gambhir’sidols, and he is navi-
gating a permutational hurdle
by adapting to cricket a similar
sum-of-the-parts-bigger-than-
the-whole theory. He could not
getafully-fit Hardik Pandya, the
perfect cricketer trapped in an
imperfectbody. He couldn’t dis-
cover or manufacture one
either. So he turned to three dif-
ferent men who could by and
large perform one man’s role.
The three-man band of Naman
Dhir, Tilak Varma and Nitish
Reddy are putting the shifts for
the one-man concert that was
Pandya. Without distorting the
team’s equilibrium. They are
fulfilling the Pandya acts— runs
down the order; middle-overs
shifts; finishing duties.

Like for like, they don’'t weigh

Tilak Varma (L), Nitish Reddy (C) and Naman Dhir are combining to fulfil Hardik Pandya’s roles. ap/ani

uptoPandya’s veritable gifts. He
frictionlessly performed difficult
and different roles. He seamed
the new ball at brisk pace; he
stifled batsmen in the middle; he
blitzed in death overs with his
bat, hekilled gameswith imper-
turbable rage, and if need arose,
he anchored and accumulated.
But he has a notoriously fragile
body that has repressed gifts
from fully blossoming. Gambhir
cannot dwell forever on a what-
could-have-beenstory.Soheas-
sembled three wheels that could
function, substantially even
though not entirely, like the one
giant wheel.

Strides in Dhir with his ex-
plosive power, like Pandya. Few
lower-order hitters had this ca-
pacity to mow the first ball he
faced over the cow corner. Pan-
dyadid; sodoes Dhir.In the sec-
ond T20 against New Zealand,
he clubbed his third ball over
fine-leg; in the first he waited

for the fourth legal ball for his
first maximum, before hitting
two more in the next 10.

Three of the six balls
screamed over the fence in the
T20I against West Indies. He is
stockier in build and less elastic-
limbed than Pandya although
with a better reach that hislong
armsenable. But the bat-speed,
power and enterprise were
reminiscent of the latter. Like
him, he favourstheleg-sideand
the whole set-up is to accentu-
ate this on-side hitting. “Heisa
power-packed player, he knows
whatisexpected (of him)and he
does exactly that, which is a
greatsign,” batting coach Sitan-
shu Kotak praised him after the
Christchurch game.

Hebowls too, but off-breaks
rather than Pandya’s medium
pace. If he could chime in with
two-three overs consistently,
he renders India more flexibil-
ity and confidence to squeeze

in an extra man depending on
the conditions.

Enter Nitish Reddy. His
bowling is evolving, but he is
only 23 and there are years for
him to fully mature into a re-
liable bowler. Although pre-
dominantly a batsman, he
seams the new ball when con-
ditionsally. Hehasadded afew
yards of pace, has worked on
his lengths and is more com-
fortable hitting the hard
lengths like Pandya. The big-
hitting prowess manifests occa-
sionally, and he could be Pan-
dya-like in the longer run.

Like with all precious blos-
soming talents, he has to be
carefully nurtured and not be
overloaded with multiple tasks
before he is fully ready. “He al-
ways wants to be the guy that
wants to create opportunities.
He'sgotall thetalentand all the
ability to do that, but for usit's
just important to manage him

ap

quite well, to give him quite a
simple role in terms of what he
needs to go and do for the
team,” bowling coach Morkel
would say.

Waltzin Varma. He and Pan-
dya are bound by similar traits,
like the delicious balance when
they move around the crease, or
bend down by the crease. The
moving body parts attain still-
ness when they contact the ball.
Yet, fundamentally they are dif-
ferent. Varmahasawider range
of strokes, especially through
the off-side, he has different
gears, and is better at rotating
the strike. But he doesn’t pur-
chase the riveting power of Pan-
dya; he takes his time before hit-
ting the boundaries and is
reliant more on fours than sixes,
picking gaps rather than resort-
ing to absolute powet.

But thrustthem intoacrisis,
they stand up, weather the
storm and often win the match
without fuss. They bat differ-
ently but think almost simi-
larly, exuding a swagger that
concedes the impression that
they don’t take defeats easily.
And both love wild celebra-
tions. Hardik keeps raving
about him. “The kind of talent
that Tilak has, he really does
not need to worry about a lot...
you've got towatch theballand
hit the ball irrespective of what
it'sdoing,” he once said.

Certainly, the planisfallible.
The careers of Naman and Nit-
ish are still nascent; they could
yet bloom or break. Nitish can’t
duplicate Pandya’s death-over
vigour with the ball, he doesn’t
possess his variations and has
not developed his street smarts.
Gambhir would prefer a full-fit
Pandya. But managers can’t
brood over what they don’t
have. They have to mix the in-
gredients so that they find the
desired result. Gambhir is dis-
playing a Ferguson-like clever-
ness in manoeuvring a crisis.

Openers stumble again as Sai & Padikkal fight for Test spot

Express News Service
Chennai, October 25

INDIA WOULD hope openers
Yashavi Jaiswal and KL Rahul
would get acclimatised to the
seam-friendly conditionsbythe
time the two- Test series against
New Zealand begins on Novem-
ber 19, after the two again had
low returns on Sunday.

Like in the first innings,
when Jaiswal made 17 and
Rahul failed to get off the mark,
the second essay painted
another picture of struggle as
they fell for 5 and 4 respectively.
India A were placed 106/2 after
New Zealand A putonboard 317.
When Day 2 ended, the visitors
were still trailing by 98 runs.

Since winningthe Test series
in New Zealand in 2009/10, In-
dia’sstrugglesthere havelargely
been due to the batsmen’s in-
ability to get adjusted to the
seaming conditions. With the
two Tests being important for
India’s qualification hopes for
the World Test Championship
final, there wasareason why the
selectors sent the Test specialists
early and are even making the
likes of Shubman Gill skip the
last two ODIs to prepare for the
five-day format.

Over the years, pitches in
New Zealand have tended to fa-
vour bowlers at the start before
flatteningout. That hasbeenthe
case at Lincoln as well where on
the opening day, on a green top,

Devdutt Padikkal hit an
unbeaten 56 off 89 balls. p1i

India’s top order collapsed for
113. India A bowlers didn’t have
the best of starts either, but on
Sunday provided some much-
needed control. Seamers Anshul
Kamboj and Auqib Nabi picked
up three wickets each while
Akash Deep had two to show as
they hit the right channels.

After openers Rhys Mariu
(76) and Curtis Heaphy (44),
only Dean Foxcroft offered
some resistance scoring 51 as
the India A attack chipped
away with wickets. If not for
Kristian Clarke’s 42 at No 9, the
hosts could have ended way
short of 317.

Batting again, Jaiswal and
Rahul were troubled by move-
ment and bounce early on. The

left-hander was the first to per-
ish, unabletonegotiate arapidly
climbing delivery, which he
gloved tothe wicketkeeper. Soon
after, Rahul was out hit-wicket
when he tried to stop the ball
from rolling onto the stumps
after dead-batting it.

Those two wickets brought
together Devdutt Padikkal and
B Sai Sudharsan. While the
latter was sedate to start with,
Padikkal was flashy at the start
with three boundaries behind
square on the off-side. On any
other day, he could have been
caught in the cordon.

Butoncehegothiseyein, Pa-
dikkal reined himselfin and pre-
ferred to play closer to the body.
A couple of cover-drives stood

out en route to his unbeaten 56
off 89 balls. Sai, at the other end,
was careful and grinded his way,
waiting for loose deliveries to
stay unbeaten on 39 off 104 as
both continued to fight foraspot
inthe Test XI.

The challenge for India
batsmen on the third day
would be to spend enough
time in the middle and hope
that by the time the Test series
begins, they know what shots
will work and what to bin
when the ball seams around.
BRIEFSCORES:IndiaA113 &
106/2 (Devdutt Padikkal 56
n.o) trailNZ A 317 (Dean Fox-
croft 51, Kristian Clarke 42;
Anshul Kamboj 3/52, Auqib
Nabi 3/62) by 98 runs

e ONE FOR THE FUTURE

Impressive at 18: “Traditional off-spinner’ Hemchudeshan
has already caught Kumble¢’s eye for potential Test berth

VenkataKrishnaB
Chennai, October25

IT TOOK Anil Kumble one look
at J Hemchudeshan at the
Centre of Excellence to label
him “a traditional off-spinner.”

At18,when heisstill finding
his feet in the India Under-19
set-up ahead of the next World
Cup, heisalready part of BCCI’s
targeted pool of spinners. At the
CoE, the coaches believe, if he
continues to evolve the way he
has, Hemchudeshan won’t take
long to partner Manav Suthar
in the Indian Test team.

He was drafted into the
Tamil Nadu Ranji Trophy
squad last season even before
he was 18, making his debut
against Jharkhand and has fea-
tured in three First-Class
matches already.

The hype around Hem-
chudheshan isn’t without rea-
son. In 2023/24, he took a rec-
ord 53 wickets in the Vijay
Merchant Trophy. It was his
first season after he had
switched tobowling off-spin. In
2024/2025, he finished the
Cooch Behar Trophy with 47
wicketsin15innings atan aver-
age 0f15.23, which brought him
the MA Chidambaram Trophy

at the BCCI Naman Awards. At
a time when India’s off-spin-
ning resources are thin, Hem-
chudeshan is offering plenty of
hope.

Like R Ashwin, Hemchude-
shan started primarily asabats-
man who could bowl pace.
Backhomein Trichy, thanksto
his fast-bowling exploits, he
even earned the moniker “Mal-
inga.” But off-spin would in-
variably become his calling
card.

“Iwasabatsmantill Iwas16.
I started off-spinning when I
was 14 or 16 because my coach
Vinod Sir told me that with my
height, I was better off being a
spinner,” he tells The Indian Ex-
press ahead of Tamil Nadu's
third-round Ranji fixture
against Railways. “Spinisanart.
When I started playing state
matches, I was able tospin very
little. While playing in the
north, I used to practise a lot
with Wilkins (Victor) Sir. He
taught me how to spin the ball
on each surface. How to give
revs on the ball, angles and tra-
jectory. It took me sometime to
understand how off-spin works.

“There is so much behind
off-spin. That's when it hit me.
Deceiving batsmen in the air

v

JHemchudeshan has featured in three First-Class matches. Tnca

and getting them caught at bat-
pad or LBW or even bowling
them gave a lot of satisfaction
and I got hooked on to off-spin.”

From the time he started
bowling off-spin, Hemchude-
shan’s biggest strength has
been the flight he imparts and
the turn and bounce he gener-
ates off the surface. In his ear-
lier days, he bowled with arope
or a net tied mid-pitch, to en-
sure he bowled over them. “I
used to be very short, so I did
use nets, but the flat trajectory
never came. I always flighted

the ball, and just want to over-
spin the ball more so that it
opens up different wicket-tak-
ing options. At the Under-19
level, not many used to sweep
or reverse-sweep, but that is not
the case in Ranji, where you are
bowling to mature batsmen. So
I've to be patient and that will
happen only if I back my
strengths,” he said.

Priority set

This July, he could have
been part of the Tamil Nadu
Premier League, but chose to

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Fromthetime he
started bowling off-
spin, his biggest
strength has been the
flight heimparts
andtheturnand

bounce hegenerates
offthesurface

concentrate on red-ball cricket
at a crucial juncture of his ca-
reer. So, two months were spent
at the CoE in camps alongside
Kumble and Sunil Joshi.
“When Kumble Sir told me
‘you are traditional’, it felt nice.
We worked with him for two
days. Hetold ustheimportance
of visualising and how to pre-
pare for each session and match.
Hetaught me howtouseangles.
It is what I'm trying to do this
season,” Hemchudeshan said.
At 18, there was every rea-
son for him to continue playing
age-group cricket, but giventhe
rapid strides he has been mak-
ing, he has been picked in the
Ranji squad to develop certain
aspects that still remain a work
in progress. For instance, when
it comestobowlinglongspells,

eKey matches
Jharkhand | .

vs Delhi Ranchi
Gk Mangalapuram
Bengal _ galap
Tamll Nadu vs Chennai
Railways Il

AR Mumbai

vs Haryana
there are specifics that Joshi
has told him to work on.

“He has told me to use my
hip more so that my body is
aligned perfectly. At CoE, I
bowled on different surfaces,
which would come handy dur-
ing the Ranji season, but tech-
nically speaking, itisimportant
for me to get the hip drive, re-
lease point and the non-bow-
ling arm properly. Only when
all of it falls in place, Iwould be
able to bowl long spells.”

The hype and expectations
have reached his ears too, but
all that Hemchudeshan offers
isasmile. “Red ball is my prior-
ityand I'vetofocusonthat. My
dream isto play Test cricket for
Indiaand I haveto practise alot
for that. Outside pressure is
there, but all of it isimmaterial
ifTdon’t fulfill my potential,” he
added.

New Delhi

Pornanong Phatlum won her 4th Indian Open title. LADIES EUROPEAN TOUR

Pornanong pockets fourth Indian
Opentitle, 3 Indians finish in top-10

THAILAND GOLFER Pornanong Phatlum lifted the Hero
Women's Indian Open trophy for the fourth time after over-
coming aspirited fight from India's Vani Kapoor on
Sunday. The seasoned LPGA player's wins at the DLF Golf
and Country Clubin2008,2009 and 2012 had come at the
adjoining Arnold Palmer Course, and Pornanong
completed the sequence by conquering the Gary Player
Course with afour-day score of 11-under 277. After posting
rounds of 72,71, 69, Pornanong left the best for the last by
carding a flawless bogey-free 7-under 65 under pressure. In
abid to protect a sore wrist, defending champion Shannon
Tan at4-under 284 (68,77, 67, 72) played far below her
potential and finished sole third. She was followed by Cze-
chia's Sara Kouskova at 3-under 285 (69, 72,73, 71) along
with Pranavi (70,70, 73,72) at T-4. PTI

Weightlifting
Worlds to be held
in Ahmedabad

INDIA HAS been awarded
the hosting rights for the
2029 Weightlifting World
Championships at the latest
International Weightlifting
Federation (IWF) executive
board meeting. Thisis the
first time India will host the
global championship of
weightliftingin Ahmeda-
bad after hosting the Com-
monwealth Championship
and Asian Championships
earlier this year. The IWF
meeting was held on the
sidelines of the IWF World
Championshipsin Ningbo,
which starts on Tuesday. It
isalsosettobethefirst
qualification tournament of
the LA 2028 Olympics. ENS

Bhupathi, Sania
file nominations
for AITA polls

INDIAN TENNIS greats Ma-
hesh Bhupathiand Sania
Mirzahavefiled
nominations for the AITA
SOM elections, seeking rep-
resentationinthe General
Body (GB) and Executive
Committee (EC), while the
country's most successful
player Leander Paes surpris-
ingly did not file his nomi-
nation for the November 7
polls. The absence of Paes
from the nominationslist
means thatnow he can't run
for AITA Presidency.
Headed by Paes himself, the
Bengal Tennis Association
(BTA) had publically backed
his candidature for the post
of AITA President. PTI

India A toface
Pak A in Asia
Cup Rising Stars

INDIA A will face Pakistan
on November 22 inthe Asia
CupRising Stars 50-over
tournament, tobeheldin
Doha from November 19.
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Afghanis-
tanwill field their Ateamsin
the tournament while Nepal,
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Hong Kongarelikely to
send their strongest sides.
India A have been placed
alongside Pakistan A, Nepal
and UAE in Group B, while
SriLankaA,Bangladesh A,
Afghanistan Aand Hong
Konghave been clubbedin
Group A.Indianbegin their
campaign against Nepal on
November 20. PTI

Women, men
winin C’'wealth
Kabaddi C’ship

INDIA CONTINUED itsim-
pressive run at the
Commonwealth Kabaddi
Championship with the
women's team defeating
Uganda41-18 and the men's
team beating Malaysia 37-
23in Ahmedabad on Sun-
day.Inthe women's match,
Indiawomen secured a 23-
pointwin over Uganda, tak-
ing the contest 41-18. Cap-
tain Nidhi Sharmaled the
charge with nine points,
while Sakshi and Anu con-
tributed eight and seven
points each respectively.
Indiacollected 25 raid
points, 11 tackle points and
four all-out pointsin the
contest. PTI

Shadab’s hundred setsup
stunning Pakistan win

Associated Press
Lahore, October 25

SHADAB KHAN hit an epic
ODI century and England suf-
fered another extraordinary de-
feat as Pakistan snatched aone-
wicket victory on Sunday to
secure its place in the cricket
tri-series final.

Pakistan’s chase looked
doomed at 154-9 before a de-
fiant 89-run, last-wicket stand
between Shadab and No. 11
Haris Rauf secured Pakistan a
dazzlingwin. Shadab smashed
his first one-day ton to take Pak-
istanto243-9in471overs. Eng-
land, which scored 429 and still
lost in its last game against Sri
Lanka, was earlier all out for 241
in 464 overs.

Playing his first game in the
tournament, Shadab scored 113
not out off 96 balls and farmed
most of the strike. Rauf (7 not
out in 19 balls) hit the winning
boundary as Pakistan enjoyed
its third successive win.

It was the biggest last-wicket
partnership in a successful
chase in ODISs.

Left-handed opener Ben
Duckett scored 105 for England
— hisfifth ODI century and first
against Pakistan— after Sha-
heen Shah Afridi won his first
toss in the tournament and
elected tofield after successfully

Shadab Khan’s (R) ton was at
the heart of Pakistan’s chase. ap

defending 300-plus scores in
the first two games. It was Eng-
land’sthird successive defeatin
the tournament after losing to
Pakistan by 87 runs and seeing
Sri Lanka pull off the second-
highest successful run chase in
ODI history despite captain
Harry Brook scoringablistering
114-ball double century.
Pakistan will take on Sri
Lankaintheirlastleague game
on Tuesday.
BRIEF SCORES: England 241
alloutin46.4 overs (Ben
Duckett105; Shaheen Afridi
4/46)lost to Pakistan 243/9
in47.1overs (Shadab Khan
113 not out; Jamie Overton
3/43) by one wicket.
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PV Sindhu lost the final 21-16, 11-21, 12-21 against the
reigning World champion. BADMINTON PHOTO/BWF

Sindhu fights but
generational An
Se-young’s body
smashes prevail

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, October 25

PV SINDHU could "rush" An Se-young, but not shush
the Korean's greatness. There's an inevitability to
badminton's most dominant shuttler of this era -
across men, women, singles, doubles, and how after
everything else pans out routinely or dramatically -
she's the last woman standing. But the Indian No 1
tried her darnedest to hassle the World No 1.

An Se-young's celebration - many fist pumps,
roaring and crowning herself - showed what this win
meant to her, and how much PV Sindhu had troubled
her. Though finally the score read a regulation 21-16,
11-21, 12-21, it was probably the closest the Indian
came tobeating the invincible Korean - in a fantastic
match at the French Open Super 750.

To answer the obvious question, what gave Se-
young her 11th victory over Sindhu was her regal
avenging resorting to the body smash -in a1-2 com-
bination. Playing the decider after sets were level, Se-
young adopted the two consecutive smashes - one to
Sindhu's left that forced a backhand torque, and
slowed her response on the next - a body smash, to
race to the win after a third set. But the 61 minutes
needed to down the Indian, tells a story.

Nobody save Wang Zhi Yi at All England has
beaten Se-youngin 2026. But Sindhu did come close
to putting a scare in her. The World No 1 was going
for her 4th French crown - in itself a marvel given
she's not yet 25. Sindhu trailed 10-0, but came with
short-range-pistols blazing at the net in the openetr.
Or maybe, it was a knife fight - for the net got properly
dangerous. Sindhu's game plan was perfect ge-
ometry. Make Se-young traverse the longest, most tor-
turous distance on the court - the hypotenuse. Itisthe
end of the season in which Se-young lost only once,
the All England final. That ought to be punishing.
Sindhu was proactive and made the world's best
player labour along the diagonal.

"Sindhu is a very strong, aggressive player. So I fo-
cussed on my defense. In the first set she rushed me.
Inthe secondItried nottorush,"the Korean said later.

It was mastery over the front court from Sindhu.
It helps that her reputation for striking blistering gun-
shells to the back, makes opponents stay ever-ready
to track back. But Sindhu continually played acute
anglesat the net, the tight-spinning dribbles, tumbles,
flicks and pop-shots played with threading needle
precision, and picked early due to her arm reach.

Sindhu also used her drops to keep drawing Se-
young to her forehand front court corner. It served
dual purposes. If she lifted, Sindhu could smash it
straight on the other end of the diagonal. If she en-
gaged in net battles, Sindhu used her speed for a
close-combat flurry, in that small space. A notable
point however was when she reached 6-7. It was a
straight smash that tasered past Se-young's racquet
hand and arare occasion when she was slow to react.

So quick were the net battles that one of Se-young's
reflex returns struck Sindhu's side of the head at 8-8.
Butasign that the World No 11'sdrops were bothering
the Korean came while winning the 12th pointtoedge
ahead at12-11, when she popped up adrop to the fore-
court and Se-Young fell short. It bugged her so much
that she started making uncharacteristic errors. She
even had a misjudgment on the backline. Sindhu
erred twice - once long, once in net - to allow it to get
to 15-13. But thereafter the 31-year-old was in cruise-
mode changing direction of the Korean's cross flicks
intostraight hits onto open courts. It'sa massive feat
tochallenge Se-young's footwork. But Sindhu was so
aggressive on the net that she brought indecisioninto
hesitant feet to take the opener 21-16.

Guided by two Korean legends Parkjoo Bongand
Lee hyun il, Se-young dug deep to counter this bril-
liant strategy by Coach Irwansyah. At one point she
mirrored Sindhu's tactic of getting her opponent to
the net and then make her scramble to the diagonal.
Her smashes were aimed at the body, and at any rate,
the Korean hitback by raising her alertness at the net.

It must be said though that Sindhu playing those
doubles drives and that flat faster game, makes her
strategies smash-proof. It's a great weapon, but she
has options outside the power-ambit now. "When
you play top athletes you have to be at 100 percent
every single point. There were long rallies. There
were no easy points. It was good but ifI could've con-
verted....," Sindhu said.

Yet the Korean had beenjolted out of thinking this
was goingtobe a tough scrap, and she suitably brought
her level up - brushing Sindhu's fight out of the way.
In the decider, Se-young weathered the early storm
from the unfavourable side where Sindhu had won
from, fighting until 6-6, but then deployed the body
smash strategy to disarm and neutralize Sindhu. "It
was a fresh day. Anything could have happened,"
Sindhu told BWF later. "I fought for every pointinthe
first game. In the second game, it was equal until 5-4
and then she took a lead. In the third set, I should've
maintained the lead from 8-S but unfortunately she
converted to 11-9 and then she changed courts. So
that's where the difference was," she said.

The Indian has come along way in her second
wind, but-like everyone else in the world - needs to get
mentally much stronger to back good strategy, court
movement, net magic and optimised attack with stur-
diness of the mind, to beat the unbeatable queen who
picks the crown and coronates herself. Carolina Marin
wason the sidelines watching after her retirement and
would be proud of Sindhu for putting up the promised
fight. But the actual win eludes.

ASIAN CHAMPIONS TROPHY

Hockey returns toits cradle in Punjab

With more than half of the Indian team for
the tournament hailing from the state, it is

a chance for legends of the game to indulge
in nostalgia about the past’s great matches

Nitin Sharma
Chandigarh, October 25

BALBIR SINGH Kular, a 1968
Mexico Olympics bronze medal-
list, recalls the time he played
against the Netherlands at Police
Lines in Jalandhar in 1967. Kular,
who hails from nearby Sansarpur
village, one of the main nurseries
of hockey, will be a guest at Tues-
day's opening ceremony of the
Asian Champions Trophy at the
city's Olympian Surjit Singh
Hockey Stadium. Mentioning
that it will be the first time many
of the members of the current In-
dian team will be playing in their
home state, he believesbetter late
than never.

Kular remembers youngsters
from his village coming on bi-
cycles to watch the Indian team
play almost 60 years ago, and an-
ticipates the same excitement for
witnessing the likes of skipper
Harmanpreet Singh in action.

More than half of the Indian
squad for the tournamentismade
up of players from Punjab.

“Players from Sansarpur and
across Punjab came to see the
match. At that time too, more
than half of the Indian team was
from Punjab. We were motivated
by the fact that we were playingin
front of a home crowd. I have
watched thisbatch foralongtime
and the fact thateven playerswith
two Olympic bronze medals have
not played for Indiain Punjabwas
a bit unfortunate. These boys
show why Punjab is the cradle of
Indian hockey,” Kular tells The In-
dian Express.

The Asian Champions Trophy
hasbeen on anine-day tour across
Punjab with Olympic medallists
and former India captains in at-
tendance. Posters of the tourna-
ment — which features India,
China, Japan, South Korea, Ma-
laysia and Bangladesh - with the
tagline in Punjabi, Jee Aayan Nu

Olympian Surjit Singh Hockey Stadium will host an international
hockey match after a gap of 20 years. NITIN SHARMA

Hockey (Welcome hockey) - are
seen across Jalandhar and Mo-
hali, the two host cities. Pakistan
has pulled out of the event in the
wake of tense bilateral ties be-
tween the two countries.

Former India captain Gagan
Ajit Singh, who is serving as the
Senior Superintendent of Police
in Fazilka, was the chief guest
there while his former teammate
Jugraj Singh attended the cer-
emony in Amritsar. “During my
time, I did not get many chances

to play in Punjab as an India
player. But this week, me and my
formerteammateslike Jugrajand
Prabhjot Singh have been sharing
Asian Champions Trophy pic-
tures with young Kkids in our
WhatsApp groups,” says Gagan
Ajit.Trip down memory lane.

Trip down memory lane

In Gurdaspur, 1975 Hockey
World Cup winner Harcharan
Singh, who scored the winner in
the final against Pakistan, was
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present during the trophy tour.
Harcharan was also part of the or-
ganising committee during Pak-
istan’s 2006 tour to India, when
drag-flicker Sohail Abbas broke
Dutchlegend Paul Litjens’sworld
record of 267 goals in Amritsar.

“Legendary Pakistani left-
winger Samiullah had comeasthe
team’s manager. He wanted an
Urdu copy of Japji Sahib (Sikh
prayer) and we arranged it. Watch-
ing Abbasin action, many young-
sters in the crowd would have
started todream about becoming
a drag-flicker like him,” shares
Harcharan.

HealsorecallstheIndianteam
playing against an Asian All-Star
XTI in exhibition matches in 1974
in Amritsar and Jalandhar, and
the Punjab crowd applaudingthe
likes of Samiullah, Manzoor Hus-
sain, Munnawar Zaman and Isla-
huddin. “People watched
matches from the stands as well
asstandinginthetreesaround the
grounds. In Amritsar, we were
given two kg of ghee as well as
almonds. While we were intense
rivalson the field, most of us spoke
Punjabi and made sure that ourri-
vals also enjoyed Punjabi hospital-
ity,”adds Harcharan.

Former India goalkeeper Baljit
Singh Dadhwal was one of the
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stand-out performersin the 2009
Punjab Gold Cup in Chandigarh,
where they lost in the final to the
Dutch. He describes that tourna-
ment as a significant marker in
the team's development.

Lastint’laction

“The Punjab Gold Cup had
Olympic champions Germany as
well as Holland and we were extra
motivated to play on our home
ground. Welostaclosefinal. IfIre-
member correctly, Rupinder Pal
Singh was watching the matches
asayoungtrainee,” says Dadhwal.

HerememberstravellingtoJa-
landhar to watch an India-Pakis-
tan Test match in 1998. “I took a
bus and watched Sohail Abbas
play at his peak. I didn't know
much about histacticsbutlaterin
my career, I made some saves
against him. That memory re-
mains special.”

At the stadium which will see
intense action from Tuesday, a
few youngsters are talking about
the chance to see Indian captain
Harmanpreet. “We have not seen
Surjit sir take penalty corners but
we will see Harmanpreet paji tak-
ing drag-flicks for India for the
first time,” says one of the trainees.

Will the next Harmapreet be
watching from the stands?
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05 International, 07 Upcoming)

‘ &

ENGINEERED FOR GLOBAL SCALE

HUB-AND-5POKE NETWORK

Noida (Mature GCC Hub)

Lucknow (Emerging Innovation Hub)
Kanpur, Agra, Meerut [Sﬂt@llite Hubs)
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Case-to-Case Incentive
Packages for Mega Investments

DEEP TALENT RUNWAY

2 Lakh+ STEM Graduates/Year | Premier
Institutions: IT Kanpur, IIT BHU, IIM Lucknow

JOIN I.EADERS IN SHAPING THE FUTURE OF
GLOBAL CAPABILITY CENTRES

Scan for
UP GCC
Policy, 2024

V.
THINK GCC
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Scan for
Invest UP
Website
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