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I
n a major crackdown
on drug tra�cking,
enforcement agencies

have conducted simultane-
ous raids at 38 locations
across Assam, Mizoram,
and Manipur, leading to
the arrest of 18 accused
persons and the detection
of ₹100 crore in “hawala”
transactions in connection
with an international “nar-
co-hawala” racket.

Congratulating the anti-
narcotics team comprising
Central agencies and pol-
ice forces of the three
States, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday
said the Narendra Modi go-
vernment had dealt anoth-
er “lethal blow” to drugs
with “Operation Trident”.

“Our agencies launched
a barrage of simultaneous
crackdowns across 38 loca-

tions in Assam, Mizoram,
and Manipur on October
23, smashing an interna-
tional narco-cartel,” Mr.
Shah said in a post on X. 

Coordinated action
The operation led by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
in coordination with the
State police and Directo-

rate of Enforcement result-
ed in the freezing of 1,424
bank accounts, the attach-
ment of assets estimated at
₹17.82 crore, the seizure of
500 detonators, and ₹12
lakh in cash, and the arrest
of 18 people, a release by
the Union Home Ministry
said on Sunday.

The coordinated opera-

tion after days of collating
con�dential intelligence
comprehensively covered
major urban centres and
sensitive border corridors
such as Aizawl, Champhai,
and Zokhawthar in Mizo-
ram, Churachandpur in
Manipur, and the transit
corridor in the Cachar re-
gion of Assam, the Ministry
said.

“The network tra�cked
narcotics across the bor-
ders of India, Myanmar,
and Bangladesh through
the Death Triangle Corri-
dor. The o�ensive attests to
India’s Himalayan resolve
to realise the mission of
eradicating every drug net-
work by December 31,
2029. India will hammer
until the last nail is driven
into the co�n of drug car-
tels,” Mr. Shah said.

18 held, ₹100 crore traced in
Northeast drug raids: govt.
Home Ministry says Central agencies, police target international ‘narco-hawala’ network in Aizawl,

Champhai, Zokhawthar in Mizoram, Churachandpur in Manipur, and the Cachar region of Assam

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Alleging a failure to con-
tain renewed violence in
Manipur, the Congress on
Sunday demanded the re-
signation of Chief Minister
Y. Khemchand Singh, dis-
solution of the State As-
sembly, and fresh elec-
tions, alongside an
intervention by the Union
government to initiate an
inclusive peace process.

No armed group or indi-
vidual attacking civilians
should enjoy “political pro-
tection or immunity”, the
principal Opposition party
at the Centre said.

The Congress leaders
cited recent incidents of
violence, including the kill-
ing of three Meitei civilians
on October 19 and clashes
in Kamjong district in
which Kuki and Naga civi-
lians were killed.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress MP and
Manipur in-charge Saptagi-
ri Ulaka called for time-
bound investigations and

prosecution in cases of kill-
ings, �ring, arson, and des-
truction of civilian proper-
ty in the State.

Referring to the protests
on Friday, Mr. Ulaka said
thousands of people across
�ve districts took to the
streets and marched to-
wards the Lok Bhavan be-
fore police stopped them.
They carried out unique
“sound protests”, Mr. Ula-
ka said, using the very
technique prescribed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who had asked In-
dians to bang utensils dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandem-

ic. The police, Mr. Ulaka
alleged, used a heavy hand
to suppress the protest by
using tear gas shells and
lathi charge against the
people.

Mahila Congress presi-
dent Alka Lamba, who vi-
sited Manipur earlier this
month, said women a�ect-
ed by the con�ict conti-
nued to face hardship.
“The BJP government in
Manipur has completely
failed to stop the violence
there,” she said.

Congress demands Manipur
CM’s resignation, fresh polls 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress leaders Alka Lamba and Saptagiri Ulaka addressing the

media in New Delhi on Sunday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP
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Over one-third of the
roughly 1.82 lakh Form 7s
�led to delete names from
the draft rolls during the
claims and objections
phase of the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in Karna-
taka were �led in the
names of o�cials, with
none stating why they
sought the deletions.

O�cials The Hindu

spoke to said that the
forms were auto-generated
by the software for those
marked as ‘ineligible’ from
among those who were
sent notices for ‘logical dis-
crepancies’ or for being
‘unmapped’ with the elec-
toral rolls from 2002.

Of the 61,509 Form 7s
�led in the name of o�-
cials with the objector’s
name mentioned as ‘aero’
or ‘ero’, over 53,000 were
�led in just the last week of
the window for the dispo-
sal of notices, which ended
on Thursday.

O�cials �led 1/3rd of
Form 7s in Karnataka

Over 53,000 Form 7s were filed

in just last week of the window

for the disposal of notices for

the Karnataka SIR. FILE PHOTO

Rishita Khanna
Pon Vasanth B.A.
BENGALURU/CHENNAI
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The Houthi militia in Ye-
men on Sunday launched
wide-ranging strikes across
swathes of southern Saudi
Arabia even as the Iran-
backed group said the king-
dom struck Yemen dozens
of times over the previous
24 hours.

The attacks targeted Ri-
yadh’s international air-
port hours after its partial
reopening, as well as an
airbase and naval base.
“The Yemeni armed forces
conducted three military
operations with dozens of
ballistic missiles,” Houthi
military spokesperson Ya-
hya Saree said on X, adding
that the strike on the air-
port “achieved its target”.

He added that they tar-

geted King Khalid air base
in Khamis Mushait and a
naval base in Jazan.

The Saudi Arabia-led
coalition �ghting the
Houthis earlier said at least
10 ballistic missiles were
intercepted during.

The kingdom’s civil de-
fence agency later said two
people were injured in the
south by falling debris, also
reporting damage to sever-
al buildings and vehicles.

The Houthi spokesper-
son warned that Riyadh
airport was still “unsafe”
and a “military target”. He
said Saudi Arabia launched
56 airstrikes and missiles
targeting civilian infras-
tructures in Yemen over
the previous 24 hours.

Houthis target Riyadh,
say Yemen infra struck

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH
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The weather system over
Bay of Bengal, which is ex-
pected to make landfall as
a ‘very severe cyclonic
storm’ on October 28, in-
tensi�ed into a deep de-
pression on Sunday, the In-
dia Meteorological
Department said. 

Andhra Pradesh, where
the storm is likely to make
landfall, announced evac-
uation of people in the like-
ly impact zones, while Od-
isha Ministers have been
instructed to supervise dis-
aster management e�orts. 

A.P., Odisha on
alert as IMD
con�rms deep
depression

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR/VIJAYAWADA
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Skilled display

A team of the Indian Air Force performing aerial manoeuvres during the ‘Wings over Ganges’ air show in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, Sunday. AFP

In an unprecedented
move, former Keralam Go-
vernor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar has reported-
ly recommended to the
President the removal of
Kerala Public Service Com-
mission (KPSC) chairper-
son M.R. Baiju over alleged
irregularities in the run-
ning of the recruitment
body.

The recommendation
came out in the public do-
main hardly a few days af-
ter Mr. Arlekar left the
State and has been suc-
ceeded by Om Prakash
Mathur as the Governor.
He is learnt to have sent
the communication to Pre-
sident Droupadi Murmu a
week before he was re-
lieved of his duties.

A Crime Branch investi-

gation into the alleged ir-
regularities in the PSC ex-
amination for certain posts
in the State Planning Board
is currently progressing.

‘Sangh targeting PSC’
The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) [CPI(M)]
State secretariat, which
called Mr. Arlekar’s move
“unconstitutional”, has de-
manded that Chief Minis-
ter V.D. Satheesan clarify

his stand on the recom-
mendation to the Presi-
dent to dissolve the PSC.

“Has the government
asked the Governor to dis-
solve the PSC at this stage
when no allegation can be
proven or presented in
court? It is no secret that
the Sangh Parivar is target-
ing the PSC after the un-
iversities in the State,” said
the CPI(M) in a statement.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the State Assembly
Pinarayi Vijayan said the
recommendation to re-
move the chairperson and
dissolve the commission
was “unlawful, a violation
of constitutional provi-
sions, and gross abuse of
power”. 

Under Article 317 of the
Constitution, the President
can remove a PSC chair-
person or member for mis-
behaviour only after the

Supreme Court, following
an inquiry, recommends
their removal.

‘No authority’
“No such inquiry has been
conducted by the Supreme
Court regarding the mem-
bers of the Kerala PSC. It
appears that the former
Governor has made this re-
commendation as a �nal
act — a continuation of the
unlawful interventions he
has made in the State
throughout his tenure.
This is a conspiracy to un-
dermine the credibility of
the entire system by alleg-
ing irregularities in a single
instance of recruitment,”
Mr. Vijayan said.

He said the move raises
concerns about the use of
Lok Bhavans for the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
“political agenda”. “The
Congress-led UDF (United

Democratic Front) govern-
ment should clarify its
stand and oppose attempts
to undermine institutional
autonomy,” he added.

While a majority of the
UDF Ministers, who spoke
on Sunday, supported the
Governor’s move, the
State’s Revenue Minister
A.P. Anil Kumar called it a
“constitutional improprie-
ty to hastily recommend
the action without the go-
vernment’s knowledge
when an investigation was
under way”. 

BJP State president Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar ac-
cused the UDF government
of shielding the CPI(M)’s ir-
regularities within the PSC. 

Mr. Chandrasekhar ad-
ded that the former Gover-
nor’s recommendation to
the President serves as a
setback to e�orts aimed at
protecting the accused.

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Arlekar’s recommendation on KPSC chief sparks row

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar 

Cybersecurity
emerging as a
concern: PM

BHUBANESWAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on Sunday emphasised the

need to safeguard financial

institutions against

cybercriminals and

cyberterrorists, warning that

the changing nature of warfare

had made cybersecurity a

critical concern. » Page 10

Dismantling RSS
ideology key to
peace: Kharge

PATNA

Congress president Mallikarjun

Kharge on Sunday attacked the

BJP and the RSS, saying the

country would not have lasting

peace until the RSS ideology

was dismantled. » Page 11
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The Indian Army trained 50 Delhi Civil Defence
volunteers and master trainers at 60 Infantry
Brigade, Palam, in a three-day programme.
Training covered drone threats, air-raid
preparedness, �re safety, search and rescue,
casualty management, cyber hygiene and
emergency communication to strengthen
response and civil-military coordination.

Army trains 50 Civil Defence
volunteers in disaster response

INBRIEF
�

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL

AUTOMOTIVE

Education Minister Ashish Sood on Sunday said
the government will set up medical rooms in
1,086 government schools at a cost of ₹48.87
crore. Mr. Sood said a trained health worker,
such as an Auxiliary Nurse Midwife or a
multipurpose health worker, will be engaged in
each school to address immediate health needs
and provide adolescent health support, including
�rst aid and ORS. However, diagnostic services
and prescription medicines will not be provided.

Govt. to set up medical rooms
in schools for �rst aid: Sood

The Food Safety Department destroyed about
922 kg of food items during surprise inspections
ahead of the festival season, the Chief Minister’s
O�ce stated in a release on Sunday. “These
included 370 kg of spoiled khoya and 150 kg of
chhena at Mori Gate Khoya Mandi, and 402 kg of
food items at unlicensed sweet-making units in
west Delhi’s Nihal Vihar,” the release added.

Food Safety Dept. destroys
922 kg of food items in raids

The Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) on Sunday issued
notices to the Directorate
of Education, the school
principal, and the police
over the death of an 17-
year-old Class 12 student
who was found with severe
burns at a government
school in east Delhi’s Krish-
na Nagar on Saturday. 

It also sought an inquiry
report from the directorate
within two weeks.

According to the police,
the girl was found behind
the school’s guard room af-
ter authorities heard cries
from the area. She was ta-
ken to Dr. Hedgewar Aro-
gya Sansthan, where she
was declared dead on ar-
rival. A three-page note
and a water bottle contain-
ing petrol were recovered
from the spot, police said.

Taking cognisance of
media reports, the com-
mission also raised con-
cerns about student safety,
questioning how the girl
managed to bring an in-
�ammable substance into
the school premises with-
out being noticed. 

“The contents of the
news report, if true, are
disturbing and raise se-
rious concern on the safety
of children on the school
premises. The incident as a
whole has resulted in viola-
tion of child rights on ac-
count of negligence of pu-
blic servants,” it stated.

DCPCR member Kun-
dan Kanskar said the com-
mission would take action
after receiving the inquiry
report. “Such incidents
hint at a lack of accessible,
quality mental health ser-
vices in schools,” he said.

Police probe continues
A police o�cer on Sunday
said the school’s CCTV dig-
ital video recorder has
been seized and the police
are examining the footage
to reconstruct the se-
quence of events. 

“We are questioning the
security guard, teachers
and family members to as-
certain how the incident
went unnoticed. The atten-
dance register has also
been examined,” the o�c-
er said.

The CCTV footage re-
portedly shows the student
walking alone towards the
water tank carrying a black
bottle. However, the came-
ra near the spot where she
allegedly set herself on �re
was found to be non-func-
tional, police sources said,
adding that no FIR had
been registered in the case
as of Sunday.

(With inputs from PTI)
(Those in distress can

contact Tele MANAS at
14416 to seek help)

Child rights panel
issues notices over
girl’s death in school
Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

The DCPCR has
sought an inquiry
report from the
Directorate of
Education within two
weeks

Amid a series of hoax
bomb threats and ongoing
youth-led protests de-
manding the resignation of
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner over alleged voter
list manipulation, Delhi
Police’s cyber commandos
are working round the
clock to trace digital foot-
prints, identify misleading
social media content and
help investigators unravel
complex cybercrime cases. 

From examining email
records and Virtual Private
Networks (VPNs) to tracing
cryptocurrency transac-
tions in digital arrest
scams, the specialised per-
sonnel use technical exper-
tise to turn digital clues in-
to investigative leads.

In an exclusive interac-
tion with The Hindu, cyber
commando Akhil Raj, who
works with the Delhi polic-
e’s Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations (IFSO)
unit, explained how the
team tracks suspects, in-
vestigates online fraud and
�ags manipulated videos
circulating on social media
platforms.

The Cyber Commando
programme was inaugurat-
ed in 2024, with 300 per-
sonnel trained in its �rst
batch. The selected o�cers
underwent six months of
residential training at eight
centres, including the Na-
tional Forensic Sciences
University and Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology.

Delhi has eight cyber
commandos. Their deploy-
ment depends on a case’s
technical requirements
and the expertise needed.
In the event of a ransom-
ware attack on a govern-
ment system, for instance,
the I4C identi�es a suitable
commando to assist the in-
vestigation alongside the
State police, which re-
mains the �rst responder.

Mr. Raj trained at the
NFSU in Gandhinagar. He
has worked with the Delhi
Police’s IFSO unit since
2019 and spent nearly two
years as a cyber comman-
do. His areas of expertise
include digital forensics,
cryptocurrency investiga-
tions and malware
analysis.

Misleading content
“With protests continuing
in the Capital, cyber com-
mandos are monitoring so-
cial media for provocative
and misleading posts, reels
and videos. The team con-

tinuously tracks keywords
to �ag potentially manipu-
lated content,” Mr. Raj
said. He added that once a
video is �agged, the police
send takedown requests to
social media platforms
such as X and Meta.

Mr. Raj, who was in-
volved in investigations in-
to hoax bomb threats re-
ceived in Delhi in 2024 and
2025, said investigators ap-
proach email service pro-
viders for information such
as IP addresses, registered
contact numbers, and al-
ternate email IDs. They
routinely seek records
spanning six months to a
year to establish a sender’s
online activity.

The process becomes
more di�cult when sus-
pects use VPNs or the
Onion Router (Tor) net-
work to conceal their digi-
tal footprints. However, in
some cases involving free
VPN services, a temporary
break in the connection
can expose the actual IP

address, allowing investi-
gators to approach internet
service providers for furth-
er details. Out of over 20
bomb threat cases that he
investigated, police caught
four to �ve senders, includ-
ing three students using
VPNs to postpone school
exams.

Cryptocurrency-related
frauds, including ‘digital
arrest’ scams where stolen
amounts are quickly con-
verted into cryptocurrency
and transferred abroad,
are on the rise. In these
cases, investigators seek
customer data from crypto
exchanges and analyse pu-
blic blockchain records to
link digital wallets, Mr. Raj
said. The aim is to turn
scattered technical clues
into leads that investiga-
tors can use to identify sus-
pects and build their cases.

‘Improved speed’
Additional Commissioner
of Police (IFSO) Sanjay Bha-
tia said cyber commandos
have improved the speed
of investigations by ena-
bling o�cers to map digital
trails and connections
more quickly.

“What would earlier
take weeks to establish —
the path of a crime and the
various digital nodes in-
volved — can now be
mapped in just two to four
days. They bring special-
ised skills and we are con-
stantly working to upgrade
their expertise as technolo-
gy and cybercrime evolve,”
Mr. Bhatia added.

Cyber commandos lead Delhi Police’s �ght
amid protests, bomb hoaxes, crypto frauds

Lavpreet Kaur
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police’s IFSO unit helps field o�icers solve cybercrime cases

across the National Capital Region. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Delhi government is
set to introduce individual
plans for teenagers exiting
Child Care Institutions at 18
– based on their circum-
stances, requirements and
rehabilitation needs – un-

der the proposed ‘After-
care Scheme for Young
Persons’, a government of-
�cial said on Sunday. 

Under the scheme, the
eligible bene�ciaries will
receive up to ₹2 lakh for
higher education and
₹60,000 for vocational
training. “A database of in-

dividuals eligible for after-
care will be maintained
and these individuals will
be recommended to va-
rious Delhi government de-
partments for internships,
contractual roles or out-
sourced employment op-
portunities,” the govern-
ment o�cial said. 

Aid plan for youth leaving care homes
Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

T
he Delhi govern-
ment has stepped
up coordination

with neighbouring Nation-
al Capital Region (NCR) dis-
tricts to curb winter air
pollution, Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa said after chairing a
virtual meeting on Sunday
to review measures to ease
congestion near border
areas and intensify action
against polluting vehicles.

The meeting focused on
strengthening inter-State
coordination and ensuring
the e�ective implementa-
tion of pollution-control
measures under the Grad-
ed Response Action Plan
and directions issued by
the Commission for Air
Quality Management in
NCR and adjoining areas,
according to an o�cial
statement from the Minis-
ter’s o�ce.

“The Delhi government
is working in close coordi-
nation with the Union go-
vernment and Central
agencies, with continued
support for measures
aimed at improving air
quality, strengthening
clean mobility, reducing
road dust and ensuring
coordinated enforcement
across the NCR,” the state-
ment quoted Mr. Sirsa as

saying. Senior tra�c police
o�cials from Noida, Fari-
dabad, Gurugram, Soni-
pat, and Bahadurgarh at-
tended the meeting.

‘Smoother tra�c �ow’
According to the state-
ment, tra�c movement
would be synchronised
and adequate personnel
deployed at key tra�c cor-
ridors and congestion-
prone locations, particu-
larly near NCR border
areas, to ensure smoother
tra�c �ow and minimise
vehicular emissions
caused by congestion.

An o�cial familiar with
the matter said the Su-
preme Court’s directions
on diverting trucks not
bound for Delhi through
the Eastern and Western
Peripheral Expressways
would be strictly enforced
to reduce unnecessary

heavy-vehicle movement
through the city. Restric-
tions on the plying of over-
age diesel and petrol vehi-
cles would also be strictly
implemented.

Meanwhile, Delhi’s air
quality remained in the
‘moderate’ category for
the second consecutive
day on Sunday. The 24-
hour average Air Quality
Index (AQI) stood at 153 at
4 p.m., down from 191 on
Saturday, the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board’s daily
bulletin showed. 

However, the improve-
ment is expected to be
short-lived, with the city’s
air quality forecast to dete-
riorate to the ‘poor’ cate-
gory on Monday and re-
main there until
Wednesday, the Cente’s Air
Quality Early Warning Sys-
tem for Delhi stated in its
Sunday bulletin.

Sirsa chairs meeting
on joint NCR e�orts to
curb winter pollution

The Minister said tra�ic movement would be synchronised and

adequate personnel deployed at key tra�ic corridors. FILE PHOTO

Coordination stepped up, says Environment Minister after reviewing steps

to ease congestion near border areas, take action against polluting vehicles

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Two men, aged 60 and 36,
are suspected to be
trapped after roof slabs
collapsed during the con-
struction of a building in
north-east Delhi’s Harsh
Vihar on Sunday evening,
the police said.

The collapse occurred
in the Milan Garden area
when an additional �oor
was being built on an old,
single-storey house on a
200-square-yard plot, a
police o�cer said.

The Delhi Fire Services
received a call at 6.46 p.m.
and sent �ve �re tenders.
Teams from the National
Disaster Response Force,
police, Civil Defence and
the Delhi Disaster Manage-
ment Authority joined the
rescue e�orts.

“Two people are sus-
pected to be trapped, but
there is no con�rmation
yet,” Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Sandeep Lamba said.

No casualties had been
reported at the time of go-
ing to press.

“Their family members
suspect that they are
trapped as their mobile
phones are not reachable,”
the o�cer said.

Some relatives alleged
that the rescue work was
slow and tried to remove
the debris themselves.

The police said the
cause of the collapse and
the status of construction
approvals were yet to be
established.

(With inputs from PTI)

Two feared
trapped as
building
collapses 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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States

Timings

DELHI

MONDAY, OCT. 26

RISE 06:29 SET 17:41

RISE 17:35 SET 06:27

TUESDAY, OCT. 27

RISE 06:29 SET 17:41

RISE 18:19 SET 07:36

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 28

RISE 06:30 SET 17:40

RISE 19:12 SET 08:47

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
on Sunday sought Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
intervention to resolve the
decades-old dispute bet-
ween Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh over the Kotia
cluster of villages amid the
southern State issuing a
noti�cation to hold pan-
chayat polls in the area on
November 3.

Senior BJD leaders Pra-
deep Majhi and Bhrugu
Buxipatra made the de-

mand at a press confe-
rence in Bhubaneswar,
hours before the Prime Mi-
nister arrived in Odisha to
inaugurate the Reserve
Bank of India’s data centre
and Cybersecurity Train-

ing Institute at Jatni.
“The BJD would like to

suggest that Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi re-
quest the PM to intervene
in the Kotia issue and re-
solve it,” Mr. Pradeep said.

“The BJD will hold the
Chief Minister accountable
if Andhra Pradesh con-
ducts the panchayat elec-
tions in Kotia villages on
November 3. The elections
would be considered the
Chief Minister’s failure to
protect the State’s territo-
ry,” Mr. Buxipatra said.

The Andhra Pradesh go-

vernment has issued a not-
i�cation to conduct pan-
chayat elections in three
disputed villages in the Ko-
tia gram panchayat.

Mr. Pradeep said the
BJD would be on the
ground in Kotia and pre-
vent elections in the area.

On October 19, the BJD
chief had written to the Od-
isha CM seeking his inter-
vention in the Kotia issue.

The dispute is before
the Supreme Court, and
the residents of these vil-
lages enjoy dual voting
rights in both States.

BJD seeks PM’s aid to resolve tussle
between Odisha and A.P. over Kotia
Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

BJD leader Pradeep Majhi 

Kashmiri Pandit groups on
Sunday objected to the
Jammu and Kashmir go-
vernment-approved con-
struction of a graveyard en
route to the Shankara-
charya hill in Srinagar. 

In a post on X, Ravinder
Raina, who heads the Save
Sharda Committee, said:
“During my lifetime, I ha-
ven’t heard of this mazaar
(graveyard) on Shankara-
charya road leading to the
Shankaracharya temple in
Srinagar. Has it suddenly
cropped up? I asked my
childhood friends who are
frequent visitors to the
temple, but they denied
presence of any mazaar.”

The post evoked a bar-
rage of tweets from the
community besides de-
mands to stop construc-

tion work at the site.
However, the opinion

about the graveyard is di-
vided between the Mus-
lims and Hindus of the Val-
ley. Hakim Sameer
Hamdani, a well-known
author, said, “A bit of un-
derstanding would make it
clear that the design and
the motif of the tomb-
stones is from the Sulta-
nate period and it some-
what persists till late
Mughal and early Afghan
rule. Anyway history, es-
pecially art history,
doesn’t count much these
days.”

The J&K administra-
tion’s Roads and Buildings
Department, in an order
on September 12 this year,
had approved ₹44.37 lakh
for “improvement of Astan
Aliya Syed Usman Sahib
(the graveyard) on the way
to Shankaracharya road”.

Kashmiri Pandits object
to graveyard en route 
to Shankaracharya hill
The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Around 20 to 25 people, in-
cluding stand-up come-
dian Masoom Rajwani,
were detained by the
Mumbai police during a
candlelight march at Chai-
tyabhoomi in Dadar on
Sunday evening. 

They were demanding
justice for IIT Bombay stu-
dent Sahil Wakode, who
died by suicide last month
amid allegations of caste-
based discrimination.

Protesters alleged that
the police forcibly re-
moved them, including
women. The police main-
tained that the march was
unauthorised. Those de-
tained were later released.

(Those in distress can
contact Tele MANAS at
14416 to seek help)

IIT-B student
death: 25
detained for
staging march 

Yohaan Ashish Varghese
MUMBAI
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It is 8.30 a.m. O�ce-goers
bustle outside Chembur’s
Sandu garden in Mumbai,
while teens laze on swings
and slides, doomscrolling
through their phones. El-
der citizens and middle-
aged men practise yoga or
jog around the garden’s
tracks as the city awakens
to a new day.

Priti Saputre, 40, looks
alert, wearing a black shirt
with the name of a quick-
service app printed on the
back, as she waits for any
noti�cation on her phone
to get to work as a domestic
worker. With six bookings a
day, each up to 2 hours, Sa-
putre endures 12-hour work
days. She is paid every 15
days.

“I have been working for
a year and a half for them
and earn about ₹25,000
per month if I get all �ve
stars. If I get four stars, the
pay is halved. Only two can-
cellations are allowed every
15 days,” says Saputre. Ev-
ery cancellation by her also
withholds  ₹1,000 from her
pay, she says. 

Since 2025, applications
like Snabbit and Pronto
have entered the domestic
work market, and existing
players like Urban Compa-
ny expanded their services
to include house-help on
demand under InstaHelp.
These applications allow
customers to book a dom-
estic worker (almost exclu-
sively women) for an hour

or more to do most of the
household work: dusting,
cleaning, mopping, wash-
ing utensils, cutting vegeta-
bles, and more. The rates
start as low as ₹99 an hour
and come with bulk wel-
come o�ers such as ₹49 for
three bookings to attract
more customers.

Rating-based pay
“We don’t have any weekly
o�s and lunch time is de-
cided by our supervisor.
This varies usually as per
the bookings,” says Sha-
heen, a 32-year-old woman
working for a quick-service
company. 

She says that the star-rat-
ing works both ways. “We
can rate a customer as bad,
and that person will not be
listed for me again. But if
someone else has reported
a particular customer as
bad, they may appear on
my list as a potential cus-
tomer”. Sick days too result
in docking in pay.

From 7 a.m. to 7.30 p.m.,
both women work in and
around Chembur, resting in
between at Sandu Garden
in Mumbai.

“Initially, women work-
ing with these app-based
companies were reluctant
to talk to us,” says Deepak
Paradkar, the Maharashtra
co-ordinator for Aajeevika
Bureau. The non-pro�t or-
ganisation works with
workers in the unorganised
sector for their rights, pay,
and social security.

“However, in the past
year, many changes have
been introduced which
have made more women

approach us. Initially, the
app-based work was paying
more. As more women join,
the clauses for docking pay
have increased. In one
case, a worker had her sal-
ary halved due to new
clauses like late login, insuf-
�cient hours, and lower
star-rating,” says Paradkar.

Customer is king
The ultimate gainer is the
customer. Younger people
who have recently relocat-
ed to newer localities prefer
booking domestic workers

as per their need.
Anshika, a 32-year-old

bank employee residing in
Chembur uses an app-
based service, as she is as-
sured of help when she
needs it. “At ₹99/hour, the
app is more reliable than a
bai (domestic worker), as
there is no scope of her
skipping work. I can also
add the same worker as a
favourite if I am pleased
with her work, so that I can
repeat her in the next book-
ing,” she says. The app al-
lows customers to book

on pay and safety of the
workers, and app
processes.

Domestic-work app-
based workers are not cur-
rently eligible for social se-
curity under any Maharash-
tra government scheme,
says Paradkar. “These wo-
men are not workers but
‘partners’ as per these apps
which puts them under the
‘self-employed’ category,”
he explains.

“When we tried to regis-
ter these women on Maha-
rashtra’s domestic worker
portal, a signature from the
employer is required,
which is the customer in
this case. Most of them re-
fuse to sign as these work-
ers do temporary jobs at
their houses,” Paradkar
says. 

He adds that the apps
are not ready to take res-
ponsibility as an ‘em-
ployer’, making it impossi-
ble to register these women
for social security bene�ts
o�ered by the State.

Parliament passed the
Social Security Code, 2020,
which provides the unor-
ganised workforce, includ-
ing platform and gig work-
ers with social bene�ts. 

“Currently, we are under
the process of getting them
e-Shram cards so that they
may get some bene�ts in
the future,” says Paradkar.
The e-Shram card registers
workers in the national da-
tabase of unorganised
workers and can facilitate
access to eligible social-se-
curity schemes.

suchitra.k

@thehindu.co.in

she is overworked by some
customers and has had
�ghts with some over
pay. “The pay is less than
those apps, but full-time
work is less taxing and tra-
vel time is saved. I can also
ask my employers for my
salary early, in case of
emergencies,” says
Madhuri.

Paradkar says the apps
have changed the nature of
domestic worker relation-
ships. “Women in tradition-
al housework know each
other and build a commun-
ity. Apps have killed this as
workers are sent to di�e-
rent locations, giving no op-
portunity for bonding,” he
says. 

No safety net
Safety is a big concern for
women working via these
apps. Apart from reporting
problematic customers,
Snabbit and Urban Compa-
ny have an SOS button
which the worker can
press, alerting her supervi-
sor, positioned nearby.

Paradkar says there have
been instances when the
door was locked with a
complex locking system
once the worker entered a
customer’s home. One
worker alleged that a cus-
tomer asked her to watch
movies with him, while one
worker alleged that a cus-
tomer had hinted at sex, he
says. All of the cases were
reported to Aajeevika Bu-
reau, which has sought the
government’s intervention.

Both Snabbit and Urban
Company did not respond
to The Hindu’s questions

booked for an hour and
they complete the assigned
tasks before time, then ad-
ditional tasks are added by
the customer, for the same
pay. Workers have com-
plained that if they refuse
to do additional tasks, their
ratings drop, resulting in
docking of pay or fewer
jobs,” he explains.

Familiarity, �exibility
Not all domestic workers
want to be on these
apps. Manisha Chaudhary
(42), prefers to do full-time
housework. Working in
four houses in a locality
around Chembur’s Dia-
mond Garden in Mumbai,
and two independent bun-
galows nearby, she says her
work and timings are
�exible.

“I have seen these (app-
based) workers sit around
Diamond garden waiting
for bookings. They are not
allowed to go home till their
shift ends at 7.30 even if
they have no jobs. I work
from 7.45 in the morning to
6 in the evening, and am
free to go if I �nish my jobs
earlier,” says Chaudhary.

Her view is shared by
other workers in the locali-
ty. Madhuri (45) too enjoys
the �exibility in work tim-
ings. “Mornings are hectic
at home. There is a water
cut and my child goes to
school in the morning, so I
cannot come to work be-
fore noon. I work from
noon to 8:30 in the evening
in the same locality and
one adjoining bungalow,”
says Madhuri.

However, she says that

workers between 6 a.m.
and 6 p.m. “Both me and
the worker can rate each
other. While she will be
able to see my rating of her
work, I cannot see hers,”
says Anshika. 

Paradkar says the pro-
blem with the rating system
is that when a worker com-
plains about a customer, no
real action is taken against
the customer.

Paradkar says people try
to squeeze in unreasonable
amounts of work into a
time slot. “If someone is

Maid to order
Suchitra Karthikeyan

Domestic workers, representatives of trade unions, and activists attending a seminar on issues faced by

app-based workers conducted by the Aajeevika Bureau in Mumbai. AAJEEVIKA BUREAU

Quick-help apps ensure that house help is just a few screen taps

away. This is beginning to upset the ecosystem of support among

domestic workers and long-term relationships built with employers

SPOTLIGHT

A total of 343 voter ID cards were found
abandoned on the banks of the Narmada river in
Mandleshwar town of Madhya Pradesh’s Khargone
district on Sunday, following which the
Opposition Congress demanded the �ling of an
FIR and an impartial probe. Preliminary
information suggests that the cards belong to the
Rau Assembly constituency in neighbouring
Indore district. Residents found the cards during a
cleanliness drive along the riverbank and
informed the administration. A video showing the
recovered cards went viral on social media. PTI

FIR sought after voter ID cards
found on banks of Narmada 

M
embers of various
farmer organisa-
tions and political

parties held protests
across several districts in
Punjab on Sunday, de-
manding justice for slain
anti-drug activist Parvin-
der Singh Jhota. The prot-
ests were held on a call gi-
ven by the Joint Action
Committee, which is lead-
ing the agitation over the
murder of Jhota.

Protesters burnt
brooms and e�gies of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government in several dis-
tricts, including Mansa and
Hoshiarpur. In Mansa, Jho-
ta’s father Bhim Singh
burnt a broom, the elec-
tion symbol of AAP.

At Tanda, the protesters
were led by Lok Inqlab
Manch patron Hardeep
Singh Khudda. Kisan Maz-
door Sangharsh Commit-
tee (Piddi group) president
Paramjit Singh Bhulla was
among those present. 

Mr. Bhulla alleged that
the AAP government,
which had come to power
promising to curb drug
abuse, “failed” to rein in
drug tra�ckers while
those raising their voices
against drugs were facing
violence. He alleged that
political leaders were ex-
ploiting the drug issue for
electoral gains instead of
addressing the problem.
He urged people not to al-
low any political party to
use Jhota’s death for elec-
toral purposes.

Meanwhile, Congress

workers led by former Zila
Parishad member Sumit
Dadwal gathered at Adda
Harse Mansar in the Mu-
kerian area of Hoshiarpur
and burnt brooms to regis-
ter their protest. Senior
Congress leader and form-
er Health Minister Balbir
Singh Sidhu led a candle-
light march from Gurdwa-
ra Amb Sahib to Mohali’s
Phase 7 to honour Jhota
and others who have
fought against the drug
menace in Punjab. State
Congress president Pargat
Singh and former Faridkot

MLA Kuldeep Singh Kiki
Dhillon also participated in
the protest. Members of
Akali Dal Waris Punjab De
also held protests over the
Jhota’s murder at several
places in the state.

On October 13, Jhota,
known for raising his voice
against the alleged illegal
sale of addictive substanc-
es at chemist shops, was
shot dead inside a medical
store in a busy market-
place in Mansa. Ashwani
Kumar, the store owner
who allegedly opened �re
at Jhota after the activist
questioned him over the
sale of drugs to an elderly
man, has ben arrested.

The killing triggered a
political slugfest in Punjab,
where the Assembly elec-
tion is due early next year.

Family’s demands
The family of Jhota has re-
fused to allow a post-mor-
tem and cremation until
their all demands are met,
including the resignations
of CM Bhagwant Mann and
DGP Gaurav Yadav.

Anti-drug activist murder:
protests break out across
Punjab against AAP govt. 

The agitation is spearheaded by the Joint Action Committee that

comprises various organisations and social activists. FILE PHOTO

Agitators burn brooms, e�gies in Mansa, Hoshiarpur and several other districts on Joint Action

Committee’s call seeking justice for Jhota; govt. ‘failed’ to rein in drug tra�ckers, allege protesters 

Press Trust of India
MANSA/HOSHIARPUR

In the run-up to the 2027
Asembly election, the Utta-
rakhand government has
announced that a recruit-
ment drive will be
launched to �ll vacant
teaching and non-teaching
posts in aided non-govern-
ment secondary schools. 

A statement issued by
the BJP government in the
State on Sunday stated that
the long-standing freeze on
recruitment has been lifted
keeping in mind the inter-
ests of students. “In the
election year, and with in-
terests of students in mind,
the State government has
lifted the long-standing
freeze on the recruitment
process,” it read. 

School management
committees will now be
able to �ll vacancies in res-
pective schools based on
student enrolment. School
Education Minister Dhan
Singh Rawat said the go-
vernment was committed
to strengthening the State’s
education system and en-
suring the availability of re-
quired sta� in schools.

“While some school
management committees
have been approaching the

High Court regarding the
recruitment of teachers
and sta�, other schools,
lacking such resources,
have been struggling to
function with a minimal
number of teachers. In
light of this, a decision has
been made to facilitate the
appointment of regular
teachers and sta� across all
such schools,” he said.

Mr. Rawat added that re-
cruitment would be under-
taken only against sanc-
tioned vacant posts that
had been formally revived
or restored by the compe-
tent authority to prevent
administrative hurdles in
the future. He said teacher
recruitment would be
based on student enrol-
ment and schools’ actual
requirements to ensure
adequate sta� and improve
the quality of education. 

He also directed o�cials
to ensure recruitment in
aided schools is transpa-
rent, fair and lawful. 

Uttarakhand govt.
lifts freeze on hiring 
ahead of 2027 poll
Press Trust of India
DEHRADUN

Drive announced to
�ll vacant teaching
and non-teaching
posts in aided
non-government
secondary schools

Democratic Progressive
Azad Party president Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad and the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Sunday criticised the re-
marks by National Confe-
rence chief Farooq Abdul-
lah, who allegedly referred
to “Pakistan and its saviour
role in Kashmir”.

Terming Mr. Abdullah’s
remarks as “seditious and
anti-national”, BJP spokes-
person Altaf Thakur de-
manded that the authori-
ties “examine it and take

appropriate legal action”.
“It was deeply unfortu-

nate that a senior political
leader was questioning In-
dia’s intentions towards the
people of J&K while project-
ing Pakistan as a force
working in their interest.

Mr. Abdullah should be
booked for making such re-
marks. A leader who has ta-
ken an oath under the Con-
stitution cannot be allowed
to question the country’s
intentions towards its own
people,” Mr. Thakur said.

“Since 1947, successive
Central governments have
contributed to J&K’s deve-
lopment, irrespective of
political a�liations. I am
shocked by Farooq Abdul-
lah saheb’s statement,” Mr.
Azad said.

Ghulam Nabi Azad, BJP hit out at 
Farooq over remarks on Pakistan
The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Farooq Abdullah 
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A 52-year-old retired Army
captain has been arrested
by the Kaniyambadi police
in Vellore on charges of
sharing sensitive informa-
tion on security forces with
an unidenti�ed woman,
suspected to be a Pakistani
intelligence operative.

The police identi�ed the
arrested person as Babu of
Keelavalam village on the
outskirts of Vellore. An in-
itial inquiry revealed that,

based on inputs from Cen-
tral agencies, the Kaniyam-
badi police searched the
suspect’s house.

The police said Babu had
served in the artillery wing
of the Army for 28 years be-
fore retiring in 2022. The-
reafter, he settled in the vil-
lage with his family.
Investigations by Central
agencies found that a Pakis-
tani agent got in touch with
Babu a year ago. They chat-
ted on social media plat-
forms, and Babu gave sensi-
tive information to him. 

Former Army captain
held in Tamil Nadu
over intelligence leak
The Hindu Bureau
VELLORE A war of words has erupt-

ed after veteran actor Na-
seeruddin Shah attacked
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) as he backed students
of the Satyajit Ray Film and
Television Institute (SRFTI)
staging an inde�nite sit-in
over violent incidents on
the campus.

Mr. Shah alleged that
the BJP was taking “re-
venge” on anyone not sub-
scribing to its beliefs and
policies. The BJP leader-
ship in West Bengal ques-

tioned the motives of the
actor and said he “wanted
to weaken democracy in
the country”. 

BJP Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Rahul Sinha called for
a full investigation into the

veteran actor’s criticism of
the party over the ongoing
agitation at the SRFTI, al-
leging his remarks could be
linked to an international
conspiracy.

Power cut alleged
On Sunday, a section of
SRFTI students claimed
power supply to the only
classroom they had been
accessing for Internet con-
nectivity and workstation
facilities was cut o�, accus-
ing the administration of
intensifying measures to
pressure them into calling
o� their agitation.

Naseeruddin Shah wants to weaken
democracy, says BJP amid SRFTI row

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Naseeruddin Shah

Thousands of guest teachers from across
Haryana on Sunday took out a rally in
Kurukshetra and marched towards Chandigarh
demanding their regularisation in accordance
with court rulings. The protesters will submit a
memorandum to the Haryana Governor seeking
implementation of the State government’s
three-year regularisation policy. The march,
organised by the Haryana Guest Teachers’ Joint
Front, comes amid a protest outside the Mini
Secretariat in Kurukshetra that has been going on
since June 23. 

Haryana guest teachers stage
march seeking regularisation
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A 55-year-old man was
killed after a luxury car, al-
legedly driven by a 17-year-
old boy, rammed the scoo-
ter he was riding in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday in
Kochi, Keralam.

The deceased has been
identi�ed as Jayabalakrish-
nan of Chittur, Cheranal-
loor. The accident comes
days after three youth were
killed after an allegedly
speeding luxury car driven
by a 19-year-old youth
rammed the two-wheeler
they were riding near
Nedumbassery.

The police on Sunday
recorded the arrest of the
minor driver, reportedly
the son of a judicial o�cer.
The boy was released on
bail from the police station
later in the day under Sec-
tion 8 of the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015, ac-
cording to the police. The
accident occurred around
2.20 a.m. near a car show-
room at Maraparambu on
Container Road in Chera-
nalloor. The Cheranalloor
Circle Inspector told media

the boy was not under the
in�uence of alcohol as per
preliminary medical exam-
ination. The Cheranalloor
police have registered a
case against the driver on
charges of rash driving and
rash or negligent act that
does not amount to culpa-
ble homicide under Sec-
tions 281 and 106(1) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. 

The body of the victim
was shifted to the Ernaku-
lam Government Medical
College Hospital. Mr. Jaya-
balakrishnan is survived by
his wife Manju and three
children, including two
Plus Two students.

Ernakulam MLA T.J. Vi-
nod, meanwhile, request-
ed Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala to examine if
the police’s act of granting
station bail to the minor ac-
cused was legally correct.
He said the responsibility
of the car owner who per-
mitted the minor to drive
the vehicle should also
come under the purview of
the investigation. “There
shouldn’t be any compro-
mise in the probe on ac-
count of the family back-
ground and in�uence of
the accused,” he said.

Forensic team collecting evidence from the car involved in the fatal

accident on Sunday. THULASI KAKKAT

The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI

Man killed as luxury
car ‘driven by minor’
hits scooter in Kochi

A politically signi�cant le-
gal battle will unfold before
a Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on Mon-
day, when former Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan and
others challenge a Single
Judge’s order directing the
registration of a �rst infor-
mation report (FIR) against
them in the CMRL-Exalogic
pay-o� case.

It was on a petition from
lawyer K.M. Shajahan, who
approached the court
against the State’s decision
to go for a preliminary in-
quiry rather than register
an FIR, that the Single
Judge issued the order. 

Mr. Vijayan and others
had last week secured a fa-
vourable order from the
Supreme Court against an
order of the Division
Bench, which refused
them leave to challenge the
Single Judge’s order. 

The Single Judge, while
ordering the FIR, had also
quashed the decision of
the State to constitute a SIT
to probe the details re-
vealed in a letter from the
ED regarding the alleged
corruption by Mr. Vijayan.

On its part, the ED
booked cases against Mr.
Vijayan’s daughter T. Vee-
na and son-in-law P.A. Mo-
hamed Riyas for money
laundering and hawala
transactions, which was re-
gistered based on its letter
to the State Police Chief.
The apex court had also
stayed the probe for 10
days. The Supreme Court
had held that Section 175
(4) of the BNSS ensured
that the participation of a
public servant who was
made a potential accused
was mandatory before re-
gistering an FIR.

HC to hear
Pinarayi’s plea
against CMRL
case FIR today

K.S. Sudhi

KOCHI

Union Minister for Heavy
Industries and Steel and Ja-
nata Dal (Secular) leader
H.D. Kumaraswamy on
Sunday alleged that Karna-
taka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar had struck a
₹600-crore deal to politi-
cally “�nish o�” the family
of former Prime Minister
H.D. Deve Gowda, Mr.
Kumaraswamy’s father.

“There is no doubt that
the Chief Minister is the
one who has spoken about
�nishing o� a family —

which is Mr. Deve Gowda’s
family,” he told pressper-
sons here. “There are ma-
ny conspiracies that have
been plotted against our fa-
mily, and this [₹600 crore
deal] is one among them,”

Mr. Kumaraswamy said.
“That is why I had

sought a detailed investiga-
tion [into the episode of
the ‘sting’ video]. If I ask
the government to arrest
the kingpin of sting opera-
tions, it allows him to take
anticipatory bail,” the Un-
ion Minister said. 

“The government is tar-
geting persons who are un-
connected with the case.
When I point out the suspi-
cious death of Vikas, who
worked for the person in-
volved in the sting opera-
tion, the Home Minister
seeks evidence,” he added.

Shivakumar behind ₹600-crore
deal to politically �nish o� Deve
Gowda family: Kumaraswamy

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

H.D. Kumaraswamy

A day after being expelled
from the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed), Mokama MLA Anant
Singh on Sunday hit out at
the party’s leadership over
the disciplinary action.

Blaming JD(U) working
president Sanjay Kumar
Jha for the action, Mr.
Singh said that those who
had taken this decision
would face the conse-
quences when the As-
sembly election is held in
Bihar. He asserted that the
JD(U) would not even win
10 seats.

The JD(U) on Saturday
had expelled Mr. Singh and

his wife Neelam Devi, who
is also a former MLA, for
six years for indulging in
“anti-party activities”. 

The ruling party also
urged the Bihar Assembly
Speaker, Prem Kumar, to
rescind Mr. Singh’s mem-
bership of the House with
immediate e�ect.

“Nitish Kumarji has
made JD(U) and he is no
longer active. So after him,
I don’t think anybody is
there to run the party.
Those who are there in the
party are good for nothing.
When Nitishji is �nished,
JD(U) is also �nished. The
party will struggle to win
even 10 seats in the elec-
tion,” Mr. Singh said. 

JD(U) is �nished, it
won’t win even 10 
seats: Anant Singh
Amit Bhelari

PATNA

Social media in�uencer
and entrepreneur Diya
Krishna, who has come un-
der intense bipartisan criti-
cism for allegedly endors-
ing an “Islamophobic and
communally schismatic”
video posted by north In-
dian vlogger Amrit Singh
Darren on his Instagram
handle, “littichokha_up_”,
appears to face potential
legal jeopardy.

Highly placed police
sources privy to the un-
folding investigation
against Mr. Darren told The
Hindu that investigators
were weighing whether to
issue a notice to Ms. Krish-
na, daughter of Keralam
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) leader and National
Film Development Corpo-
ration chairperson G.
Krishnakumar, in connec-
tion with the hate speech
incident that precipitated
public outrage in the State.

O�cials said investiga-
tors would verify whether
Ms. Krishna had merely
liked Mr. Darren’s post,
which is not an o�ence, or

crossed a legal line by com-
menting, sharing, advocat-
ing, or promoting the con-
tentious Instagram post
that risked creating com-
munal tensions in the
southern State.

Investigators said the
law criminalises electronic
communication that pro-
motes divisive content as a
non-bailable o�ence, pun-
ishable by up to �ve years’
imprisonment. They said
the investigation would ex-
tend to other persons who
shared and disseminated
the questionable video.

Notably, the State Com-
mittee of the Democratic
Youth Federation of India ,
the Muslim Youth League,
and Congress Digital Media
Cell Coordinator Tara Tojo
Alex have demanded that

the police bring Ms. Krish-
na within the scope of the
ongoing investigation.

Clari�cation

Ms. Krishna has said on
her Instagram handle that
she erred in jumping the
gun and commenting “sad
reality” below Mr. Darren’s
controversial post without
watching the controversial
Instagram video in full. 

She said she did not in-
tend to create enmity bet-
ween communities. 

Ms. Krishna stated on
her Instagram handle on
Saturday that she was obli-
vious to the latter part of
Mr. Darren’s post. 

Mr. Darren had
slammed a restaurant for
serving beef despite bor-
rowing the name “Kashi”. 

Social media in�uencer may face
notice over ‘divisive’ Instagram post
G. Anand

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Screenshot from a video posted

by Diya Krishna on the issue.

INSTAGRAM/@_DIYAKRISHNA_
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S
ixteen years after his visit as Poland’s Prime
Minister, Donald Tusk’s travel to Delhi and
Bengaluru last week was to signal a re-

newed desire to work closely with India. Mr.
Tusk’s visit, two months ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s trip to Brussels to sign the India-
European Union (EU) Free Trade Agreement, in-
dicated one part of his agenda. Both sides agreed
that it was time to develop trade, currently worth
just $6 billion, to double its size by 2030. Mr.
Tusk’s last visit to India was in 2017, as President
of the European Council for the EU-India summit,
and it is �tting that his trip was just as the FTA is
�nalised and rati�ed after years of delays. Anoth-
er area of increased India-Poland collaboration is
in technology, AI and defence hardware, critical
minerals, renewable and nuclear energy given Po-
land’s expertise in the last few decades and In-
dia’s capacity for scale. As the EU’s sixth largest
economy, Poland has o�cially crossed the $1 tril-
lion GDP (nominal terms) milestone. Its $120-bil-
lion-dollar tech economy is also gaining global in-
terest. A large part of Polish machinery and parts
is exported to Germany, which in turn has a grow-
ing share of Indian imports, and India could con-
sider more trilateral collaborations for manufac-
turing and mining technology. The two sides
agreed to establish a “Defence Industry Dialogue”
and explore a dialogue on counter-terrorism
cooperation. Finally, the Modi-Tusk talks focused
on geopolitics, particularly the ongoing war in Uk-
raine. The war’s impact, especially on the Global
South, has been a concern for India, and the Modi
government’s initiative to work on an agreement
acceptable to Kyiv and Moscow on grain exports
and seafarers’ safety was discussed. The four-
pronged plan, announced by External A�airs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar during his September visit to
Warsaw, won Mr. Tusk’s support. 

At the India-Poland Business Forum in Benga-
luru, Mr. Tusk, who was accompanied by a Polish
business delegation, said the challenge now was
in “translating” the talks and MoUs signed into ac-
tual joint ventures between businesses. Apart
from the distance and geographies, there is the
matter of trust, given India’s defence engagement
with Russia and Poland’s defence ties with Pakis-
tan. Poland is credited with training Pakistan’s Air
Force in its early years; a mutual defence cooper-
ation agreement was signed in 2018. India has a
unique and enduring partnership with Russia,
and New Delhi is unlikely to accept Warsaw’s
strictures over its military engagement and exer-
cises with Russia that caused a controversy earlier
this year during the Polish Foreign Minister’s visit.
It is essential for Delhi and Warsaw to complete
the con�dentiality of classi�ed information that is
still being negotiated and draw up the parameters
of future cooperation based on realities. Mr.
Tusk’s statement that India and Poland today
have no “con�icts of interest” is a signi�cant aspi-
ration, for two countries that share old values,
and new avenues of partnership.

New avenues
India and Poland have no con�ict, but

are pulled apart by other nations

A
s India recovers from a monsoon-de�cit
year, there is both hope and trepidation
regarding the prospects for that ‘other

monsoon’, or the ‘northeast monsoon’. While
contributing only around a quarter of India’s an-
nual rainfall, it is largely focused on the south-
east peninsula regions of Tamil Nadu, Puducher-
ry, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, south
interior Karnataka and Keralam. The southwest
monsoon, in�uenced by a strengthening El Niño,
has already left its desiccating mark. Rainfall
from June-September was 759.4 mm against
868.6 mm, a 12.6% de�cit, the driest in 11 years.
This has impacted kharif sowing and is re�ected
in food in�ation.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
has said that this year, the northeast monsoon
rainfall, spanning October to December, would
likely be ‘normal,’ meaning in line with a 50-year
average and within a 12% error window. Most
parts of the country, it said, are expected to re-
ceive below-normal rainfall, except some areas of
northwest India and southern parts of peninsular
India, where rainfall is likely to be normal to
above-normal. The wide error window, however,
is far less precise than its forecasts for the south-
west monsoon with its margin of 5%, and can so-
metimes make the northeast monsoon the bear-
er of nasty surprises. For instance, December 1,
2015, saw the city of Chennai deluged by its hea-
viest rainfall in 24-hours in over a century; at least
500 lives were lost and 18 lakh people displaced
in the State. That year and the present are linked
by a common thread: a powerful El Niño. Asso-
ciated with the heating up of the Central Paci�c,
the El Niño is linked to the drying up of the south-
west monsoon rains but also yoked — not always
— with a vigorous northeast monsoon. Other than
in 2015, several El Niño years, such as 1997 and
2009, have been associated with above-normal
rainfall between October and December in Tamil
Nadu though El Niño years, such as 2002 and
1982, saw a poor northeast monsoon (and a pred-
ictably bad southwest monsoon). While the cli-
mate mechanisms linking a vigorous northeast
monsoon and El Niño are still to be fully under-
stood, it appears the warming patterns of the El
Niño tend to de�ect rain-bearing cyclonic circula-
tions in unpredictable ways. Therefore, the
Centre and the southern States ought to take
enough precautions: from clearing up stormwa-
ter drains, fortifying shelters, making provisions
for infrastructure damage and tightening weath-
er warning forecasts to prepare for torrents.

Wicked surprise
Northeast monsoon is more

unpredictable, and south must be wary

O
ver the past few months, three distinct
streams of dissent have emerged in
India: the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP)-led agitation, actions by left-wing

student organisations, and campaigns
spearheaded by the Congress and the INDIA bloc.
Although these streams have largely evolved
independently, their paths have increasingly
converged around shared concerns about
democracy, dissent, citizens’ rights and the
fairness of the political and electoral process.
Their signi�cance lies in their capacity to bring
disparate grievances and constituencies together
in a broader challenge to the government.

Dissent �nds new voices
The �rst phase of the agitation unfolded at Jantar
Mantar in June and July, focusing on education
reform, the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) paper leaks and demands for the (then)
Education Minister’s resignation. The CJP played
a pivotal role in galvanising public discontent,
drawing large numbers of young people into the
streets, where they articulated their grievances
through a distinctive blend of humour, creativity
and youthful energy. This indicated that
dissatisfaction with the ruling establishment
extended well beyond the established Opposition
parties, with the political disa�ection of this
constituency having been seriously
underestimated. The Minister’s eventual
resignation gave the movement fresh impetus,
demonstrating that sustained public pressure
could secure political concessions.

On Gandhi Jayanti, Opposition parties, student
groups and civil society activists took to the
streets, demanding the Chief Election
Commissioner’s (CEC) resignation over the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
Mobile Internet services were suspended around
Jantar Mantar, gates at a number of Metro stations
were closed, and more than 700 protesters were
detained in the vicinity by the police. The CJP’s
call for a protest at Jantar Mantar 2.0 on October
10 met with an even heavier crackdown. A
massive deployment of police and paramilitary
forces brought much of the capital to a near
standstill, e�ectively preventing the gathering
from taking place. Two days later, thousands
gathered in central Delhi for the unprecedented
‘Dilli Chalo’ march, led by Leader of the
Opposition (Lok Sabha) Rahul Gandhi, Congress
and prominent INDIA bloc leaders.

The contrast was telling. While the ‘Dilli Chalo’
march showed the Congress’s capacity to draw
large crowds onto the streets, the CJP’s calls
brought youth discontent into sharper public
focus. For Mr. Gandhi, this o�ered an
opportunity to unite various concerns and
channel them towards a more focused political
agenda. The Jantar Mantar uprising created new
political space outside parties. Its most signi�cant
contribution was to break the climate of fear. The
mass protest demonstrated the ability of

established Opposition parties, particularly the
Congress, to consolidate concerns over electoral
integrity, institutional accountability and the right
to protest into a broader political challenge to the
government. While movements can mobilise
people and articulate dissent, parties provide the
organisational means to sustain it and translate it
into political action. Neither form of collective
action is su�cient on its own. Ultimately, political
change depends on parties being able to turn
mass mobilisation into a sustained challenge to
those in power.

At the heart of this public upsurge is a
widening struggle over the sanctity of the vote, a
cornerstone of democracy. By early September
2026, the exercise had resulted in the exclusion
of 13.37 crore names from draft electoral rolls
across 30 States and Union Territories —
equivalent to 14.1% of the pre-SIR electorate —
raising concerns about the possible
disenfranchisement of eligible voters. The central
question is whether the revision is transparent,
veri�able and subject to adequate safeguards
against arbitrary exclusion, particularly given
concerns about the reliability of the procedures
and centralised software used to remove names.

The protest, accompanied by a petition to the
Supreme Court of India seeking an investigation,
an audit of voter deletions, safeguards against
arbitrary exclusion and suspension of the
process, underscored the political force of a
convergence between mass participation,
Opposition mobilisation and legal action. The
petition also put the judiciary to the test,
challenging it to protect constitutional rights
through judicial review rather than allow
executive decisions to evade scrutiny.

The ECI’s independence had already been
questioned following the enactment of the Chief
Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of O�ce) Act, 2023, which
excluded the Chief Justice of India from the panel
appointing Election Commissioners (ECs) and
provided immunity from civil and criminal
proceedings for acts undertaken in the discharge
of o�cial duties. Reports of disagreements
among the ECs over unilateral decisions taken by
the CEC further fuelled questions about the ECI’s
functioning. These doubts intensi�ed opposition
to SIR, adding a new dimension to the challenge
by linking electoral administration to democratic
accountability.

The issue of electoral fairness
Thousands have taken to the streets, protesting
the voter-list overhaul and raising concerns over
the ECI’s constitutional obligation to act
impartially. Gathering momentum since early
October, the protests signal a signi�cant shift in
Opposition politics. The demand for scrapping
SIR and the CEC’s resignation, once unthinkable,
has emerged as a rallying point of protests. It has
also brought the contest over electoral fairness

beyond the institutional arenas of Parliament and
the courts and onto the streets. When eligible
citizens are excluded from voter rolls without
adequate safeguards or e�ective remedies, the
conduct of elections alone cannot guarantee
democratic legitimacy. These concerns have
raised the spectre of a shift from electoral
democracy towards electoral autocracy,
underscoring the extent of democratic
backsliding in the country.

The vulnerability of power
The current political moment exposes the
vulnerabilities beneath the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)’s dominance, as growing public resentment
begins to test its hold on power. The BJP’s failure
to secure a parliamentary majority in the 2024
general election had already dented its aura of
invincibility. Meanwhile, the government’s e�orts
to reshape the electoral architecture through
multiple mechanisms have fuelled concerns that
it seeks to institutionalise a permanent majority
and forestall a recurrence of its electoral setback.

Unable to o�er political solutions, the
government has instead deployed its coercive
powers to quell dissent, particularly among the
youth. Such measures, however, cannot obscure
deeper concerns over the erosion of the
constitutionally guaranteed right to vote. Nor can
the government de�ect scrutiny by accusing the
Opposition, the CJP or left-wing groups of
fomenting anarchy or conspiring to bring down
the regime. Such allegations of regime change —
which simply means transition of power through
elections — are especially unconvincing given the
BJP’s own record of pursuing regime change of
governments whose policies, programmes and
practices it opposed.

By resorting to repression, the government has
exposed the limits of its political dominance and
sharpened the disconnect between the young
and the ruling party, as well as eroded trust in the
institutions it controls. In short, it is losing the
plot. The larger democratic stakes are clear: this
is ultimately a �ght over the foundation of
democracy itself — the right to vote. Although
these developments have yet to produce a new
political alignment, they have widened the space
for dissent and intensi�ed scrutiny of the
concentration of executive power. Most strikingly,
the ECI has come to be seen as a proxy for the
executive, with doubts about its impartiality
sharpening broader concerns about executive
overreach and the erosion of institutional
autonomy. 

The challenge now is to convert this
heightened public scrutiny into a sustained
political check on right-wing dominance. The
central question is whether this wave of public
dissent over the electoral process can connect
with wider popular resentments over the
education system, unemployment and rising
prices, and translate them into political change.
That remains to be seen.

Jantar Mantar to ‘Dilli Chalo’, protest challenges power

Zoya Hasan 

Professor Emerita,
Centre for Political
Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University

Disparate
protest
movements are
converging over
shared
concerns about
democracy and
accountability

I
n its second term, the Donald Trump
administration has been active in restricting
legal immigration to the United States. The

administration’s attempt to impose a $100,000
payment requirement on certain new H-1B
petitions, changes to visa renewal procedures,
the introduction of a wage-weighted selection
system, and the latest suspensions of the Program
Electronic Review Management (PERM) process
are cases in point, disproportionately impacting
Indian immigrants and �rms. 

It is tempting to read these developments as a
product of the Trump administration alone, but
they re�ect deeper political interests that are
likely to survive post-Trump. Indian nationals
account for 70% of H-1B visa approvals, with
one-�fth of the visas going to employees of
Indian-origin companies. This means that, as the
bipartisan focus on immigration reform
continues, the issue is likely to sustain as a
friction point in India-U.S. relations.

The views of the Democrats and Republicans
Democrats are expected to dominate the
upcoming midterm elections in November. They
view immigration through a rights-based lens,
and their voters remain supportive of both legal
immigration and increased legalisation of
undocumented immigrants. Some 75% of
Democrats see skilled immigration as good for the
U.S., compared with 54% of Republicans. Even
under the current administration, Democrats
have pushed for easing F-1 student visa
requirements and have traditionally enjoyed the
support of diaspora communities in the U.S.,
including the Indian diaspora.

However, prominent Democratic Senators such
as Dick Durbin and Richard Blumenthal, as well
as progressive Independents such as Bernie
Sanders, have also pushed for bills seeking H-1B
reforms. Democrats view alleged fraud in the
H-1B visa system as a serious challenge that needs
to be addressed. Similarly, the labour wing of the
Democratic Party views the H-1B visa programme
as a potential threat to domestic labour

protections and workers’ rights. The Democrats’
immigrant voter base, their open opposition to
the H-1B visa fee hikes, and resistance to these
restrictions from businesses and unions suggest
that a Democratic-controlled Congress may soften
the harshest executive measures and tone down
the rhetoric. However, concerns about visa fraud
and worker protections mean that Democrats are
likely to keep up the pressure on the outsourcing
model and continue pushing for H-1B reforms.

While a plurality of Republicans support
restrictions on legal immigration, this number
has declined considerably since 2025. Among the
Republican leadership, there is a visible split
between anti-immigration nationalists and
pro-immigration business interests. The Trump
administration’s hikes in the H-1B visa fee is an
example of this con�ict. While the administration
was openly critical of the programme and
aggressively pushed for the fee increase, it
subsequently diluted the measure by including
exemptions for graduates of U.S. universities and
existing visa holders, following pressure from
businesses and universities.

The business divide
The debate over wage-weighted entries versus the
lottery system for H-1B visas has dominated
discussions on immigration within the U.S.
business community. There are three broad
categories in this debate. The �rst is the random
lottery system that was in place until 2026, which
bene�ted outsourcing �rms and start-ups. The
second is the wage-weighted lottery system
(February 2026), which infers wage levels based
on experience, job role and location, dividing visa
quotas into four categories. On the surface, this
system might bene�t big-tech �rms, but it could
also bene�t outsourcing �rms that hire highly
experienced workers for lower wages. The third
is the actual wage weighted lottery model, which
is supported by U.S.-based industries. This
approach could dilute the advantages enjoyed by
outsourcing �rms while bene�ting American
hires and also F1 student hires.

For the arti�cial intelligence (AI) and big-tech
business community, this reform could be
bene�cial in two ways. First, AI graduate
programmes and advanced research roles in the
U.S. rely heavily on international talent, with
demand for AI skills growing faster than the
supply of domestic graduates. The reform could
therefore help AI �rms secure top international
talent for higher wages. 

Second, the AI sector is expanding into market
segments traditionally occupied by start-ups and
outsourcing companies, which often perform low
technology maintenance and communication
roles. The AI sector could therefore bene�t if
these start-ups and outsourcing �rms were
compelled to hire fewer workers. With the AI
sector playing a prominent role in campaign
contributions for the 2026 midterm elections,
these policies to counter outsourcing �rms are
likely to continue. With over 54% of India’s
software services exports going to the U.S., which
remains the top market for Indian information
technology (IT) outsourcing, this represents a
major challenge for India. However, these
developments could also be viewed as positive
news for Indian students at U.S. universities.

Looking ahead
The U.S. Department of Labor’s suspension of
eight �rms, including not only Indian outsourcing
companies such as Infosys, Tata Consultancy
Services and Wipro but also major technology
�rms such as Microsoft and Adobe, from green
card sponsorship reinforces this trend. It raises
the cost of hiring foreign workers for businesses
as a whole, creating pressure that remains largely
beyond partisan control.

With Mr. Trump’s political power potentially
diminished after November, anti-immigration
rhetoric could decline. However, with both
parties committed to immigration reform, India
should continue to expect an unfavourable and
unpredictable immigration landscape.

The views expressed are personal

U.S. immigration restrictions may outlast Trump

Abhishek
Kadiyala 
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With both the
Republicans and
Democrats
committed to
immigration
reform, India
faces continued
uncertainty

Red alert, blue skies
The accuracy of
meteorological forecasts for
Tamil Nadu, especially
regarding rainfall and
storms in the Bay of Bengal
during the monsoon
season, seems to miss the
mark. A recent case was the

Such stories deserve wider
attention given the
discrimination girls still face
in parts of India.

M.N. Saraswathi Devi,
Secunderabad

Vaulting to new heights
It was inspiring to read the
report about 19-year-old
Chuki Birda from Rajasthan,
who has set a national pole
vault record at the 41st
National junior athletics
championships in Chennai
(‘Sport’ page, October 25).

and actual weather
conditions creates
unnecessary disruption.
Interestingly, independent
private weather bloggers
often provide more accurate
localised forecasts. 

Rajakumar Arulanandham,
Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu

instead. However, this
required educational
institutions to conduct
compensatory classes the
following Saturday. While
the administration must
prioritise safety, the
frequent discrepancy
between o�icial forecasts

‘red alert’ issued for the
southern districts of
Kanniyakumari and
Tirunelveli. In anticipation
of potential devastation, the
District Collectors declared
a holiday for all educational
institutions. Fortunately, we
experienced bright sunshine
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Tokyo, October 25: A Chinese herb medicine
preparation claimed to be remarkably e�ective
against cancer has been developed by scientists
at Osaka University and Kink University’s
Oriental Medicine Research Institute.

The preparation, composed of about 30 kinds
of herbal medicines, produces comparatively
little of the adverse e�ects generally noted in
cancer-arresting drugs. Patients su�ering from
breast, abdominal, rectal and uterine cancer
showed marked improvement when given the
herb medicine, the researchers said. The
preparation is based on recipes listed in an
ancient book of Chinese medicine and said to be
e�ective for breast and skin cancer. The formula
was worked out after performing animal tests
for a three-year period. Experiments had been
conducted since 1974 on advanced cancer cases
treated at the hospitals attached to the two
universities. Nine out of 13 cases administered
the preparation made good progress and one
person was able to resume a normal life even
though rectal cancer had recurred and spread.

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 26, 1976

Chinese herb medicine
cures cancer

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Simla, October 25: The following Press
Communique is issued: In accordance with the
recommendation of the Lee Commission, direct
recruits to the Indian Civil Service are now being
selected in equal numbers from Europeans and
Indians. For the purpose of calculation, London
examination of one year and Allahabad
examination and nominations of the next year
are taken together as forming one year. In the
year 1925-26, i.e. London examination of 1926
and Allahabad examination and nominations of
1925, numbers actually recruited were 20
Europeans and 22 Indians. These �gures are
being adjusted in the year 1926-27 by recruiting
29 Europeans and 27 Indians. The London
examination of 1926 has yielded 19 Europeans
and 11 Indians. This leaves 16 Indians to be
recruited in India in 1927 through examination
and nomination. Nine of these vacancies are
de�nitely o�ered for open competition of the
Allahabad examination to be held in January
next, while the remaining seven are for the
present held in reserve to be �lled by
nomination.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 26, 1926

The Indian civil service

B
etween 2021 and 2024,
four States made travel in
ordinary government bus-

es free for women. Punjab and Ta-
mil Nadu introduced the scheme
in 2021, Karnataka followed in
June 2023 and Telangana in De-
cember 2023. Such schemes are
expected to help women reach
jobs, colleges and hospitals more
easily.

The National Statistics O�ce
(NSO) has conducted two all-India
Time Use Surveys, one through
2019 and another through 2024, in
which about 4.5 lakh persons in
each round reported how they
spent every half hour of a day. The
two can be compared to see
whether women are now moving
out of their homes more often.

Analysing movement
In the four States, the share of wo-
men aged 15-59 who made at least
one trip on the survey day went up
from 38.7% in 2019 to 45.3% in
2024, an increase of 6.6 percen-
tage points, while for men the in-
crease was 3.7 points (Table 1). In
the 12 other large States that were
studied, it was the other way
round, as women’s travel went up
by 4.4 points and men’s by 7.6
points.

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,
which were one State till 2014, o�-
er a useful comparison. Telanga-
na’s Mahalakshmi scheme started
in December 2023, but Andhra
Pradesh’s Stree Shakti scheme
came only in August 2025, after
the 2024 survey was over. In 2019,
43.7% of women in Telangana and
40.8% in Andhra Pradesh had
made a trip on the survey day. By
2024, this had gone up to 54.6% in
Telangana, while in Andhra Pra-
desh it stayed almost the same at
41.6%. 

Since travel went up in almost
every State after the pandemic
years, it is more useful to check

whether women’s travel grew fas-
ter than men’s within the same
State. This was the case in all four
free-bus States (Chart 1).

In most States without free bus-
es, including Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh,
women’s travel grew slower than
men’s, and Bihar was the only
clear exception. 

Women’s travel in the four
States grew about six percentage
points more than in the other
States, which is well beyond the
survey’s margin of error.

More reason to step out
The survey also records the pur-
pose of each trip. The share of wo-
men who travelled for paid work
went up by 2.3 points in the free-
bus States and by 1.2 points in the
others. The biggest change was in
trips made for care, such as drop-
ping children at school or taking a
family member to the hospital,
which nearly tripled in the free-
bus States (Table 2). Trips for so-
cial, religious and leisure purposes
also increased in the free-bus
States, but remained the same in
the others.

In the free-bus States, the share
of women who were travelling
went up the most around 9 a.m.
and 6 p.m., but there was also an
increase in the late morning and
afternoon travels, which are not
usual o�ce hours and are more
likely to be the time for care and
household work (Chart 2). 

The time of these trips tells a si-
milar story. However, the data do
not show a similar rise in paid
work so far. The share of women
aged 15-59 who did any paid work
on the survey day rose from 30.5%
to 34.4% in the free-bus States,
which is about four points, but in
the other States it rose slightly
more, from 18.4% to 22.9%. This
suggests that free buses have made
it easier for women to step out of
their homes, but getting a job de-
pends on other things as well, such
as whether there is work nearby,
whether childcare is available and
whether the journey is safe.

Free bus travel has given women more mobility 
The Time Use Survey data from 2019 and 2024 show that women’s travel went up in four States that o�er free bus rides to women

Sravani Venkatraju

DATA POINT

L
ately, the streets of
Delhi have been
tense with protests
against the Central

government. The large-scale
exclusion of voters in the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) has led to protesters
demanding the resignation
of Gyanesh Kumar, the Chief
Election Commissioner. The
government responded with
a heavy hand, deploying
police and military
personnel. This has led to
questions regarding
suppression of protests and
how it o�ends the
constitutional rights to
expression and assembly.

The right to dissent and
protest is integral to any
liberal democracy. Holding
rallies and demonstrations
have a rich legacy in India,
traceable back not only to
the independence
movement, but also to
agitations by trade unions,
farmers, social activists, and
many more. 

Unfortunately, over the
past years, one has
increasingly observed the
emergence of a culture of
suspicion. The sentiment
—popular among the
right-wing — of distrusting
any disagreement with the
government has a
pre-democratic character.
The immediate questions
regarding ‘permission’ for
protests, or ‘funding’ of the
protesters is predicated on
this view. It refuses to see
citizens as autonomous
agents with a right to protest
for what they believe in. It
considers the state as the
provider of resources and
citizens as passive recipients.
The heart of the
constitutional right to
protest lies in not treating
protesters with suspicion. 

Article 19(1)(a) guarantees
all citizens the right to free
speech and expression and
Article 19(1)(b), the right to

assemble peaceably without
arms. Fundamental rights
operate as limits on state
action. In any democracy,
there is tension between the
exercise of rights and the
state’s authority. Hence, any
restriction on the right to
assembly must be subject to
Article 19(3). It says that the
state can make a law in the
interests of sovereignty and
integrity or public order, and
impose reasonable
restrictions. Here, we see a
fundamental gap between the
liberal state’s constitutional
spirit and an executive that
constraints this right. First,
there is a disproportionate
invocation of preventive laws.
For instance, Section 163 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023 was invoked in the
capital immediately before
the protests. This law is
inherently problematic as it
gives wide discretion to the
executive to direct the
removal of persons to prevent
the disturbance of public
tranquillity, among other
grounds. This is coupled with
a disproportionate use of
force on peaceful protesters,
long detentions without
disclosing whereabouts,
preventing access to lawyers
or necessities, and issuance of
deportation notices to
Overseas Citizens of India
who participate in the
protest. The government
routinely creates a chilling
e�ect on freedoms of speech
and assembly.

As stated by the Supreme
Court in Himmat Lal vs
Commissioner of Police (1972),
reasonable regulation of
assembly is di�erent from
arbitrary exclusion. While
reasonable ‘time, place and
manner’ restrictions can be
imposed, the top court said
that if the state …“can
constitutionally close both its
streets and its parks entirely
to public meetings, the

practical result would be
that it would be impossible
to hold any open-air
meetings in any large city.”
It cautioned that state
monopoly on public places
cannot defeat the right to
assembly. Unfortunately,
when the constitutional
validity of the predecessor
provision of Section 163 of
the BNSS was challenged,
the court in Babulal Parate
vs State of Maharashtra
(1961) refused to interfere.
But it said that the provision
is ‘attracted only in
emergencies.’ 

Designating protest sites
If any meaningful right to
assembly is to exist, public
places must be easily
accessible and available.
This is why the
denoti�cation of Jantar
Mantar as a protest site
assumes serious relevance.
Moving protests to distant
areas renders the purpose
of protests meaningless. 

On October 9, when the
top court heard petitions
challenging the blanket
transport ban to Delhi, the
court directed that ‘suitable
alternative sites’ for protest
must be designated. When
the Delhi High Court was
met with the denoti�cation
challenge, the Additional
Solicitor General informed
the court that that this was
pursuant to the Supreme
Court’s earlier order. 

Crucially, no interim
orders were passed by the
top court in the cases
challenging denoti�cation.
Thus, Jantar Mantar remains
inaccessible as a protest site.
The court must reconsider
extending legitimacy to a
government that strips the
people’s right to assembly. It
must aspire to close the gap
between constitutionalism
that prioritises the right to
assembly and conservatism
which does not. 

Lessons on the right to assembly

Thulasi K. Raj

Lawyer at the

Supreme Court of

India

If any
meaningful right
to assembly is
to exist, public
places must be
easily accessible
and available.
Moving protests
to distant areas
renders the
purpose of
protests
meaningless

T
he recent protests
called by the
Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), and

helmed by Opposition
parties, demanding the
resignation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar have exposed a chink
in journalists’ armour. The
crackdown on journalists,
especially freelancers and
independent journalists,
during the October 10
protests, has rekindled the
debate on who has the right
to be recognised as a
journalist and about who
decides who is a journalist.

One has seen how during
the CJP protests, both in July
over the NEET paper leak
and in October over the
demand for the CEC’s
removal, freelancers and
independent journalists, and
content creators descended
in hordes at the protest
venue already bulging at the
seams with reporters from
registered media houses.
However, during the second
round of protests on October
10, phalanxes of riot police
removed them from the
protest site and sent them to
detention centres. Only
journalists with the Press
Information Bureau (PIB) or
Directorate of Information
and Publicity (DIP)
accreditation were allowed
to cover the protests.

A Bench comprising Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant and Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, while hearing a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) which seeks the
protection of the right to
freedom of expression by
freelance journalists and
content creators, wondered
whether the right to freedom
of expression empowered
every citizen of this country
to be a journalist. “If
everyone starts becoming a
journalist, it will create
problems for every other

person,” the CJI said. During
the hearing, senior advocate
Indira Jaisingh said that
there must be a national
protocol for police not to
obstruct the professional
work of any journalist who
has an identity card from
the employer. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said
that in the present era, any
person with a mobile phone
could claim to be an
independent or freelance
journalist when he/she
would, in fact, be making
reels only to garner
popularity on social media
to earn money by either
presenting one-sided stories
or sensationalising events.

Recognising journalists
These developments have
put the focus back on the
question of who recognises
journalists. As per the
Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions
Code, 2020, a working
journalist is a person whose
principal avocation is
journalism and who is
employed in a newspaper,
electronic media or digital
media. This de�nition
excludes people employed
in a managerial or
administrative capacity.
Further, Central and State
governments provide
accreditation to working
journalists, freelance
journalists, camerapersons
and technicians.
Accreditation recognises
working journalists and
others and gives them
access to designated o�cial
sources of information. For
journalists in Delhi-NCR,
accreditation is provided by
the PIB for covering the
Central government while
the DIP accreditation gives
them the right to cover the
Delhi State government.
Media accreditation
guidelines of the PIB and
DIP de�ne the eligibility

criteria for all those seeking
accreditation. However, one
of the major issues with
government accreditation is
that it has a quota
depending upon circulation
(for newspapers, periodicals
and magazines), subscribers
(for news agencies), licence
under uplinking and
downlinking guidelines (for
private satellite TV
channels), and unique
visitors (for digital news
publishers). Therefore, all
journalists in recognised
media organisations don’t
get accreditation. This leads
us to the question on how
all working journalists can
be recognised.

One solution could be a
national media council or
commission. Just like there
is the Bar Council of India
for lawyers and an Institute
of Chartered Accountants of
India for chartered
accountants, the media
council can recognise all
working journalists,
freelance journalists,
camerapersons and
technicians. Just like you
need a law degree to
practise law, a medical
degree to become a doctor,
the media council may
mandate a degree or
diploma in journalism and
mass communication while
applying for a licence. 

A few years ago, the Press
Club of India drafted a
Media Transparency (and
Accountability) Bill, which
mandated the formation of
a national media council,
among other things.
Recently, some other
journalists’ bodies have also
submitted a memorandum
to the government with the
same demand. As more and
more people with a camera
claim to be freelance
journalists, it may be high
time for the government to
give some serious thought to
the idea of such a council.

The need for a national media council

Rakesh Goswami 

Professor of

Journalism at Indian

Institute of Mass

Communication, New

Delhi

Just like there is
the Bar Council
of India for
lawyers and an
Institute of
Chartered
Accountants of
India for
chartered
accountants, the
media council
can recognise all
working
journalists,
freelance
journalists,
camerapersons
and technicians
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Hike in compensation
for wildlife attack
deaths and disabilities 

25
in per cent. The Keralam

government on Sunday

announced a 25% hike in

compensation for deaths and permanent

disabilities caused by wildlife attacks,

along with enhanced medical assistance

for the injured. Giving details of the revised

financial assistance, the government said

compensation for deaths had been

increased from ₹14 lakh to ₹17.5 lakh. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Adulterated food
destroyed by Food
Safety Department

922
kg. The Delhi

government’s Food

Safety Department has

destroyed 922 kg of adulterated food items

during inspections at sweet-making units

in Nihal Vihar and a khoya market in Mori

Gate ahead of the festive season, officials

said on Sunday. CM Rekha Gupta said the

department had been directed to continue

surprise inspections. PTI

Number of arrests
made in France
protests by police

1,314
Police arrested

1,314 people in

weekend protests

across France, the Interior Ministry said on

Sunday, adding that 53 officers were hurt

in clashes. The arrests occurred as violence

broke out on the margins of mass

demonstrations in major cities on Saturday

over the high cost of living. It was the

second consecutive weekend of unrest. AFP

Number of personnel
accused of �nancial
irregularities in MP

392
A total of 392 personnel

are under the scanner in

Madhya Pradesh for

alleged financial irregularities, with seven

dismissed from service, a senior official

said on Sunday. Urban Development and

Housing Department Additional Chief

Secretary Sanjay Dubey said that action

had been taken against 146 officials in

connection with these irregularities. PTI

Overnight arrests
made by Spanish
Police in Barcelona

128
Police made 128 arrests

overnight in Barcelona for

acts of “vandalism”,

damage to public property” and “looting”,

the regional Catalan Police said on Sunday.

Seventy-three of those arrested were

minors, with the reports due to be sent “to

the juvenile prosecutor’s office”, Catalan

Police chief Silvia Cata said. AFP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

I
n July 2018, Justice Ranjan Gogoi,
months before becoming Chief
Justice of India, said democracy
sometimes needed “noisy judges”,

alongside independent journalists. Eight
years later, that judicial voice has become
contentious.

On October 4, Justice Ujjal Bhuyan,
delivering the valedictory address at a
moot court competition at NALSAR
University of Law, said the right to vote
was constitutional and integral to the
basic structure. A process
disenfranchising millions, he said, would
be intrinsically arbitrary and violate
Articles 14 and 326; Article 326 “cannot be
tinkered with”, and “no court can
condone” mass disenfranchisement.
Citing Section 22 of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, he stressed the need
for notice and a hearing before deletion,
except in the case of death. 

Former Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai
objected that “judicial propriety” did not
permit a sitting judge to comment on a
sub judice matter. Former Delhi High
Court judges S.N. Dhingra and R.S. Sodhi
expressed similar concerns, with Justice
Sodhi stressing the statutory framework
governing voting rights. 

The day after Justice Bhuyan spoke,
Justice Vikram Nath, the senior-most
puisne judge in the Supreme Court,
delivered a lecture in Delhi. “Impartiality
and indi�erence are not the same thing,”
he said. A judge must be impartial, but
need not be insensible to the human
consequences of law, he observed. Where
is the line between an engaged judge and
one who has said too much?

What does the Indian code require?
The starting point is the Restatement of
Values of Judicial Life, adopted by the Full
Court of the Supreme Court on May 7,
1997. Clause 8 says a judge shall neither
enter public debate nor express views on
political matters “or on matters that are
pending or are likely to arise for judicial
determination”. Clause 1 requires conduct
sustaining public faith in judicial
impartiality. The Restatement carries no
sanction of its own, but has been
reproduced and relied upon in judicial
decisions. 

When Justice Bhuyan addressed
NALSAR, litigation arising from the West
Bengal SIR remained before the Supreme
Court. More than 22 lakh deleted voters
had appealed for restoration, the Election
Commission of India told the court, and
related matters were due on October 5.
Justice Bhuyan neither named the SIR nor
sat on those Benches.

But did Justice Bhuyan state
something the court had not already
held?
Here the criticism requires quali�cation.
On May 27, 2026, a Bench headed by
Chief Justice Surya Kant upheld the Bihar
SIR in Association for Democratic Reforms
v Election Commission of India. The court
described the right to vote as
constitutional, though neither absolute
nor unregulated, and said Articles 325
and 326 require inclusion of eligible
electors and exclusion of ineligible
persons. Rule 21A of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960, it added, requires
notice, inquiry, hearing and a reasoned
determination before deletion.

Justice Bhuyan was therefore on
established ground in describing voting as
constitutional and stressing a hearing

before deletion. The more debatable part
was his proposition that a process
disenfranchising millions would be
intrinsically arbitrary and that no court
could condone it. Yet the proposition was
conditional and did not decide whether a
particular SIR produces that result. The
issue turns on how closely those words
approached an answer to a live
controversy.

Must judges remain silent on
questions of public importance?
Comparative standards draw a more
calibrated boundary. The commentary on
the Bangalore Principles of Judicial
Conduct recognises judicial freedom of
expression on legal education, judicial
independence and court administration.
Principle 2.4 restrains comment that
might reasonably a�ect a proceeding
before, or capable of coming before, the
judge, while Principle 4.11 allows judges to
write, lecture and teach on law and the
administration of justice.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s 2023 Code of
Conduct permits Justices to speak, write,
lecture and teach, but asks them to
refrain from commenting on the merits of
a pending or impending matter. For
scholarly or educational purposes, they
may describe the issues involved. The
distinction is between explaining an issue
and appearing to answer it.

Justice Antonin Scalia demonstrated
the risk in 2003 when he criticised a
lower-court ruling on the Pledge of
Allegiance. The litigant sought his recusal,
and Scalia took no part when the case
reached the U.S. Supreme Court,
although the Court gave no reason. In
Britain, Lady Hale outlined competing
arguments in the pending Brexit litigation
in 2016, then stopped: “the case is
destined for our Court, so I must say no
more”. She later sat in Miller. Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg crossed a di�erent
boundary by criticising presidential
candidate Donald Trump, then described
her comments as “ill-advised”.

Indian practice also counsels against
treating every public intervention as
improper. At NALSAR in March 2024,
Justice B.V. Nagarathna criticised
Governors who withheld assent to Bills
while related disputes were before the

Court. Scholars Jasmin Moran and
Christopher W. Schmidt recognise
apparent-bias concerns without treating
judicial silence as the answer.

Is Justice Bhuyan exceptionally
outspoken?
Justice Bhuyan is an unusually visible
judicial speaker. A conservative
open-source audit found at least 25
public-facing engagements since he joined
the Supreme Court on July 14, 2023. It
covered institutional archives, Bar events
and contemporaneous reports, excluding
courtroom remarks, internal programmes
and events where only scheduled
participation could be established. At
least nine addresses generated news
reports, seven in 2026. The �gure is a
minimum.

In 2026, his speeches became more
pointed. He questioned executive
in�uence in judicial transfers, cited low
conviction rates while discussing overuse
of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, criticised restrictive bail conditions,
sought greater transparency in collegium
decisions and criticised frivolous
prosecutions arising from food choices,
poems, protests and slogans. Most
generated headlines without a
comparable propriety controversy.

Two episodes stand out. After Justice
Bhuyan criticised the Supreme Court’s
2024 Delhi Metro arbitration ruling,
retired Justice Indu Malhotra called the
remarks an “indiscretion”. Former Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia, by contrast, defended
another July speech on dissent and
criminalisation, while cautioning that
sitting judges must exercise restraint
because similar issues may later come
before them. Their disagreement shows
why controversy alone is a poor test.

Does his High Court record bear on
this?
Justice Bhuyan’s Gauhati High Court
record cautions against treating speeches
as predictors of outcomes. In Monowara
Bewa v Union of India (2017), his Bench
upheld a Foreigners Tribunal �nding and
rejected a Gaon Panchayat Secretary’s
certi�cate as an NRC linkage document.
The Supreme Court later set aside that
broader conclusion in Rupajan Begum v

Union of India. In Sirajul Hoque v State of
Assam (2019), it also reversed a 2017
decision of his Bench where variations in
a family name had contributed to
rejection of a citizenship claim. Yet in Md
Anuwar Hussain v Union of India (2014),
Justice Bhuyan set aside a Foreigners
Tribunal order for lack of sound logic and
cogent reasons, remanded the case and
ordered the petitioner’s release from
detention to argue it afresh. His record
contains strict and claimant-protective
strands. Extrajudicial language about
citizenship, liberty or voting cannot safely
predict how he would decide a properly
argued case.

So, are Justice Bhuyan’s critics
correct?
India’s Restatement uses broader
language than the U.S. code. His
propositions that voting is constitutional
and deletion requires procedural
safeguards largely track existing doctrine.
The sentence that “no court can
condone” mass disenfranchisement
comes closer to stating a constitutional
conclusion, although it was conditional
and did not decide whether the SIR
produces that result.

The criticism becomes weaker when
enlarged into a claim that sitting judges
should avoid public discussion of
constitutional law, civil liberties, judicial
appointments or court administration.
Indian judges have long occupied that
space, and international standards
recognise its value. If a case presenting
the precise issue on which Justice Bhuyan
spoke were assigned to him, the Scalia
episode shows why recusal could become
a question.

Justice Gogoi’s “noisy judge” and
Justice Nath’s formulation that
impartiality need not mean indi�erence
can coexist. The relevant measures are
the subject of the speech, the speci�city
of the conclusion and its proximity to
adjudication. Judicial speech can enrich
constitutional conversation, but the
lecture hall should not sound like a
courtroom deciding a case before the
parties are heard.
(V. Venkatesan is Contributing Editor at
Supreme Court Observer. Views expressed
are personal)

Where should judicial restraint begin?
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan’s remarks on voter deletions have revived debate over judicial propriety and comments on pending cases; while his emphasis on voting

rights and procedural safeguards aligns with existing rulings, his statement against mass disenfranchisement raises questions about limits of judicial speech

GETTY IMAGES

V. Venkatesan
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The Restatement of Values of
Judicial Life bars judges from
commenting on pending or
likely judicial matters

�

Comparative standards allow
judges to discuss legal issues
but caution against remarks
that could a�ect pending
proceedings

�

Justice Bhuyan’s record
includes both strict and
claimant-protective rulings,
showing why public speeches
cannot predict judicial
outcomes
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X

QUESTION 1

After WWII, where did
representatives of 50
countries gather at a
conference that led to the
drafting and signing of the
UN Charter that created a
new international
organisation?
X

QUESTION 2

Which are the two Asian
countries that are presently
non-permanent members of
the UN Security Council?
X

QUESTION 3

What is the contribution of
Oliver Lincoln Lundquist to
the identity of the United
Nations?

X

QUESTION 4

Where was the first
session of the General
Assembly held in 
January 1946, with 51
member nations in
attendance?
X

QUESTION 5

What did the first
resolution of the United
Nations GA focus on?
X

QUESTION 6

Name the two UN
Secretaries-General who
have won the Nobel Peace
Prize.
X

QUESTION 7

In which year was October
24 o�icially designated as
‘United Nations Day’?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. The first-ever women’s rights convention was
held two years earlier, in 1848, in a small town in upstate
New York. Name the town. Ans: Seneca Falls

2. One of the chief organisers of the Worcester convention
later became famous for keeping her own surname after
marriage. Who was she? Ans: Lucy Stone

3. This su�rage leader, who appeared on a U.S. dollar
coin in 1979, said reading Lucy Stone’s Worcester speech
won her over to the cause. Who? Ans: Susan B. Anthony

4. The convention demanded that one word be removed
from every State constitution so that women could vote.
Which word? Ans: “Male”

5. Inspired by reports of the Worcester convention,
Harriet Taylor wrote “The Enfranchisement of Women” in
1851, the same year she married a philosopher who
would later write “On Liberty”. Who was he? Ans: John

Stuart Mill

Visual: This famous abolitionist, who had escaped
slavery, spoke for women’s su�rage at Seneca Falls and
was also a speaker at Worcester. Ans: Frederick

Douglass

Early Birds: K. S. Muthupandian | Logapriya G.K. | Suresh
Kumar | Prem Raj P. | Aryansh Raj Saxena

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on the occasion of the 81st anniversary of the United Nations

X

Visual Question:

Name this former Secretary-General who later became the President of
Austria. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V. V. Ramanan

What is the di�erence between
‘dapper’ and ‘handsome’? (N
Unnikrishnan, Kochi)
‘Dapper’, which rhymes with ‘snapper’
and ‘clapper ’, is a word of Dutch origin,
and it was originally used to mean
‘strong’ and ‘nimble’. The word
underwent a change in meaning, and
today its use is mostly limited to men who
are fashionably dressed. When you call
someone ‘dapper’, what you are
suggesting is that the individual is trim
and stylishly dressed. Although the
individual may have a body that is
appealing, he might not necessarily be
good-looking or handsome. 

James Bond is the dapper spy that Ian
Fleming created. 

Unlike ‘dapper’, ‘handsome’ can be
used to describe both men and women; a
woman who is built slightly large, but is
very good-looking can be described as
being ‘handsome’. The focus here is on
looks - mostly the face. A handsome
individual may be shabbily dressed, and
he may not be necessarily trim.

What is the meaning of ‘humblebrag’?
(V Sadhana, Coimbatore)
Although the word has been in existence
since the late 1990s, it came into everyday
use only in 2010. ‘Humblebrag’, as it is
obvious, is made up of two words:
humble and brag. The word is mostly
used to mean to brag about oneself in a
humble way. It is something that we have
all done some time or another. There
were times when we were so proud of our
achievement that we were dying to shout
about it from the rooftops. We wanted
everyone to know. Although we were
keen on telling everyone, we were
reluctant to do so because we did not
want to come across as being boastful; we
wanted to be seen as being humble.
During our school days, we had friends
who, after acing a test, used to say, ‘I
didn’t really prepare. I don’t know how I
topped the class.’ He made it sound as if
he were embarrassed by his achievement.
We knew that he was anything but
embarrassed. Reading between the lines,
he was boasting that he would have
scored even higher if he had actually
prepared. Sometimes, the bragging is in
the form of a complaint. 

“I wish I hadn’t won the award. Now,
wherever I go, people want my
autograph”, she humblebrags. 

How is the word ‘premises’
pronounced? (D Karthik, Ongole)
The word consists of three syllables; the
�rst rhymes with ‘hem’, ‘gem’ and ‘them’.
The ‘i’ in the second syllable is like the ‘i’
in ‘�t’, ‘kit’ and ‘bit’. Many Indians
wrongly pronounce it like the ‘y’ in ‘my’,
‘by’ and ‘try’. The �nal ’s’ in the word is
pronounced like the ‘z’ in ‘zip’, ‘zoo’ and
‘zap’. The word is pronounced
‘PREM-i-siz’ with the stress on the �rst
syllable. When you refer to someone’s
premises, you are not just talking about
the house, but also the land on which it
has been built. For example, when you
refer to the ‘school premises’, you are
talking about everything contained within
the school walls — the buildings, rooms,
playground, etc.

The protestors were escorted o� the
school premises.
upendrankye@gmail.com

He arrived at
the wedding
looking dapper
She humblebrags about her

achievements

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

S. Upendran

The story so far:

O
n October 21, the team behind
PHP announced two serious
security �aws. In simple
terms, a hacker could use

them to break into a website’s server from
far away, without needing physical access
or a password. Security experts around
the world have warned that the �aws
could let attackers take control of a�ected
servers.

What is PHP?
PHP is a programming language that runs
behind the scenes on websites. You never
see it, but you use it all the time.

Say you log into your bank’s website or
book a movie ticket. Your details travel to
a server, which checks who you are, looks
up your information and sends back the
right page. PHP is often the tool doing
that work.

It’s especially common in the systems
that power online shops, blogs, news
sites, membership sites and business
tools. If something goes wrong with PHP,
a lot of websites can be a�ected at once.
That’s true whether it’s a small shop on
cheap shared hosting or a big company
with hundreds of servers.

What went wrong?
Think of a computer’s memory as a huge
set of shelves. Programs put things on the
shelves, take them o� and tidy up when
they’re done. Good software has to keep
careful track of what’s where, especially
when something goes wrong halfway

through a task.
The two �aws are both mistakes in this

tidying-up process.
The �rst is a problem with running out

of space. When PHP runs low on memory,
it can end up handling half-�nished data
badly while cleaning up. This can leave
the shelves in a mess, which is called
“memory corruption.”

The second is a stale note. In some
error situations, PHP keeps a note
pointing to a shelf that has already been
cleared. Later, it tries to use what it thinks
is there, but �nds something else entirely.

This can also corrupt memory.

Why does this matter?
A skilled attacker can sometimes use
these messes to sneak in their own
instructions and make the server run
them. That’s called “remote code
execution.” If PHP has enough
permissions on the server, an attacker
could read private data, steal passwords
or change what your website shows.

There’s another catch. These �aws sit
deep inside PHP itself, so they can be
triggered before a website’s own
protections, such as login checks, get a

chance to step in. A website can have
strong security of its own and still be
exposed.

How long has this been known?
According to the PHP Foundation, the
group that supports PHP, the �rst �aw
was spotted in 2024 during a security
review. It took a long time to sort out, and
the Foundation has admitted there were
delays. Both �aws were made public this
month, along with �xes.

That doesn’t mean hackers have been
using them for two years. Finding a �aw,
working out whether it can really be
abused, reporting it safely and proving
someone actually attacked are all separate
steps.

It does show how tricky it is to look
after a popular, free software project.
Finding a bug is just the beginning.
Developers also have to judge how risky it
is, build a �x that works, make sure the �x
doesn’t break anything else and help
people install it.

What happens next?
The main step is to update PHP. The �xes
are available, and website owners and

companies need to check and install
them. That’s not always quick. A big
organisation may have PHP running in
many places: live servers, internal tools,
testing systems and more. Fixing one
doesn’t �x the rest.

It’s also worth checking whether
anyone got in before the update. If there
are signs of a break-in, installing the �x
may not be enough. Passwords might
need changing, harmful changes removed
and a�ected systems rebuilt from scratch.

So what can you do?
If your site is on managed hosting, ask
your provider which version of PHP they
use and whether the security �x has been
installed. If you run your own servers, list
every place PHP is installed, and don’t
assume that updating your main website
covers everything.

If you’re just a visitor, there’s nothing
you need to do yourself, because the �x is
up to the people who run the websites.

The bigger picture
A website isn’t one single thing. It’s many
pieces working together, and each piece
can have its own weak spots.

Encryption keeps your information
private while it travels, but it can’t
promise that the server at the other end is
safe. A strong password can’t �x a �aw in
the software underneath. And a website
that was �ne yesterday can need an
urgent update today.

Most of the web runs quietly in the
background, and we only notice it when
something breaks. When it does, �xing it
takes e�ort from everyone involved.

Why do two newly disclosed PHP security
�aws put websites and their users at risk?
Two security �aws in PHP could allow attackers to execute malicious code remotely, potentially exposing private data, passwords, and website

servers; the �xes are available, but website owners must update all a�ected systems and check for signs of breaches

CACHE
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John Xavier If the site is on managed hosting,
ask your provider which version
of PHP they use and whether the
security �x has been installed. If
you run your own servers, list
every place PHP is installed, and
don’t assume that updating your
main website covers everything
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According to a bulletin issued by the IMD on Sun-
day evening, “the depression over eastcentral and
adjoining south-east Bay of Bengal moved south-
westwards with speed of 5 kmph during past six
hours, [and] intensi�ed into a deep depression”.

The system is likely to move nearly southwest-
wards, and intensify further into a cyclonic storm
over eastcentral and the adjoining southeast Bay
of Bengal by early morning on Monday. Then it is
very likely to move west-northwestwards over the
eastcentral and adjoining westcentral Bay of Ben-
gal and intensify into a severe cyclonic storm over
the westcentral Bay of Bengal on Tuesday morn-
ing, the bulletin said.

Andhra Pradesh State Disaster Management
Authority managing director Prakhar Jain told The
Hindu that the State has deployed 12 battalions of
the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) and se-
ven battalions of the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF). The State has also requisitioned
three more NDRF battalions in view of the ap-
proaching cyclone, which could have a greater im-
pact than last year’s severe cyclonic storm Mon-
tha. People in the likely impact zones will be
evacuated to shelters on or before October 27, Mr.
Jain said. 

The Odisha government on Sunday instructed
eight Ministers, including two Deputy Chief Minis-
ters, to station themselves in eight districts to su-
pervise disaster management measures and post-
cyclone restoration activities. 

To handle emergencies, 24 Odisha Disaster Ra-
pid Action Force teams and six NDRF teams were
deployed in the �ve districts. 

A.P., Odisha on alert as
deep depression forms

The Congress in-charge of Manipur alleged that
armed groups possessed more sophisticated wea-
pons than security forces. He said around 300 pe-
ople had been killed since May 2023, while nearly
60,000 were displaced, with about 24,000 yet to
return home.

The Congress leaders called for immediate pro-
tection of civilians in vulnerable areas, strict en-
forcement of the suspension-of-operations
ground rules, restoration of free movement across
the State, and a credible road map for rehabilita-
tion and the return of displaced persons.

Cong. seeks Manipur CM
resignation, fresh polls

In a separate press release, the Directorate of En-
forcement (ED) said coordinated searches were
carried out under the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002, in connection with
three cases alleging tra�cking of heroin, brown
sugar, and methamphetamine tablets from Myan-
mar, and “hawala” settlements of drug proceeds.
The ED’s investigation has revealed that the same
set of bank accounts in Champhai, Aizawl and
Lawngtlai received drug money generated in Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Assam, and Tripura, and settled
it with suppliers in Myanmar.

“Heroin and methamphetamine tablets enter-
ing Mizoram and Manipur are consumed locally
and moved onward through Assam to the rest of
India and Bangladesh, and the drug money gener-
ated across this chain �ows back to the border
towns of Mizoram for settlement with Myanmar-
based suppliers. The tra�cking corridor works as
a two-way street through the Champhai-Zokhaw-
thar sector of Mizoram,” the ED said, explaining
the modus operandi.

The Myanmar-based organisers hired local car-
riers and moved consignments concealed in soap
cases, taxis, motorcycles, and escorted truck con-
voys. Payments were routed through the same
Champhai “hawala” accounts receiving drug pro-
ceeds from across Northeast India. Drugs are sold
for cash across Manipur, Assam, Tripura, and oth-
er parts of India, with the proceeds routed to sup-
pliers in Myanmar through “hawala” channels.

In Manipur’s Churachandpur, syndicate opera-
tives collected cash for handlers, who channelled
the funds into the banking system through mini-
ATM/customer service point counters. The ED
identi�ed a counter which, under the code name
“Nuniang”, made 2,947 transfers involving
₹175.03 crore between 2024 and June 2026.

‘18 held, ₹100 cr. traced
in Northeast drug raids’

From Page One

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Sunday empha-

sised the need to safeguard
�nancial institutions
against cybercriminals and
cyberterrorists, warning
that the changing nature of
warfare had made cyberse-
curity an increasingly criti-
cal concern.

Mr. Modi was inaugurat-
ing the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s new data centre and
Cybersecurity Training In-
stitute in Bhubaneswar.
“We all know that wars to-
day are not fought with
weapons alone. A country
can also be weakened by
attacks on its economy. As
India grows stronger eco-
nomically, protecting our
banking system from cy-
bercriminals and cyberter-
rorists becomes equally es-
sential,” the Prime Minister
said.

“The nature of cyber-
threats is changing. We
cannot confront these
emerging challenges with
outdated systems, old
training methods and ob-

solete tools. We need mod-
ern infrastructure as well
as a skilled workforce,” he
said, adding that this was
where the Cybersecurity
Training Institute assumed
great importance.

Dig at Congress
Taking a dig at previous
Congress governments at
the Centre, Mr. Modi said
banks had been out of the
reach of ordinary citizens
for decades while select
groups had been bene�t-
ing from banking systems
due to their proximity to
power.

“Banks were national-
ised in the 1960s and 1970s
in the name of helping the
poor. Yet, until 2014, more
than half the country’s
population remained out-
side the banking ecosys-
tem. Banking products and
services, including loans,
were a distant dream even
for many middle-class fa-
milies. Poor people, small
farmers, landless women
and girls could not even
imagine accessing them,”
Mr. Modi said.

“In New Delhi, thou-
sands of crores of rupees in
bank loans were extended

over telephone to a select
group of people close to
certain Congress leaders
and those who had access
to them. Poor and middle-
class families needed a
guarantor even to open a
bank account. But under
the Congress’s ‘phone
banking system’, thou-
sands of crores of rupees
were readily available to
the rich at any time,” he
said. “The banking system
was brought to the brink of
collapse.” 

“Over the past several
years, the systems we have
built and the new ecosys-
tem developed under Digi-
tal India have taken bank-
ing services to every
citizen across the country,”
he said.

Odisha’s growth
He also lauded Odisha’s
economic growth. “The
eastern Indian State has
transitioned from a miner-
al-based economy to a mi-
cro-chip manufacturing
hub,” the Prime Minister
said.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman also
spoke on the occasion.

Cybersecurity emerging
as a critical concern: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurates the RBI’s ₹169-crore data

centre and Cybersecurity Training Institute in Bhubaneswar. PTI

A country can be weakened by attacks on its economy, says Modi after opening RBI’s data centre

and Cybersecurity Training Institute in Bhubaneswar; he slams Cong. for crippling banking system

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Historian Romila Thapar
on Sunday said that colo-
nial historians fundamen-
tally shaped the way In-
dian history came to be
understood, reducing
complex social and politi-
cal processes to simpli�ed
religious narratives that
continue to in�uence his-
torical interpretations to-
day, and in propagating the
Hindutva reading of Indian
history. Ms. Thapar was
delivering the Second Sita-
ram Yechury Memorial
Lecture on the theme “His-
toriography and Early In-
dian History”.

Tracing the origins of
many prevailing ideas
about Indian history, the
96-year-old said that colo-
nial scholars viewed India
through the framework of
“oriental despotism”, por-
traying Asian societies as
static and unchanging and
governed by despotic rul-
ers. She argued that the
tendency to read Indian
history primarily through a
religious lens was inherited
from colonial scholarship.

“Those writing the his-
tory of the colony were
writing their own inven-

tion,” she said, pointing to
British historian James
Mill. Ms. Thapar criticised
Mill’s periodisation of In-
dian history into the Hin-
du, Muslim, and British pe-
riods, arguing that such
categorisations imposed
simplistic divisions on a far
more complex experience. 

The Hindutva reading of
Indian history is “single
and �xed”, she said, which
did not take into account
the multiplicity within Hin-
duism itself. 

“In this interpretation,
the purpose of history is
not to explain what hap-
pened in the past, but in-
stead to construct state-
ments of contemporary
political views. These state-
ments deny the centrality
of secularism and democ-
racy as the essential com-
ponent of the new nation.”

‘Hindutva reading
of Indian history 
is single and �xed’

Romila Thapar

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

SRM Institute of Science
and Technology (SRMIST),
in association with The
Hindu Group, will organise
the Semiconductor Sum-
mit 2026 on Tuesday.

Industry leaders, re-
searchers, policymakers,
academics and students
will participate in the sum-
mit to discuss develop-
ments in semiconductor
technology and the chal-
lenges and opportunities
shaping India’s semicon-
ductor ecosystem.

Chip design, advanced
manufacturing, arti�cial
intelligence (AI), defence
applications, geopolitical
competition, talent deve-
lopment and next-genera-
tion semiconductor tech-
nologies will be the focus
areas at the summit.

Chief guest Kamaljeet
Singh, Director-General of
the Semiconductor Labo-
ratory, Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), Go-
vernment of India, will de-

liver the keynote address
on “Overview of New Fron-
tiers in Semiconductors”. 

Michael Hasper, Consul
General of the Federal Re-
public of Germany, and C.
Muthamizhchelvan, Vice-
Chancellor of SRMIST, will
deliver special addresses.

The objective of the
Semiconductor Summit
2026 is to encourage dia-
logue and collaboration
among academia, industry
and policymakers. The
summit will explore ways
to bolster India’s semicon-
ductor capabilities, ad-
dress emerging technologi-
cal challenges and support
the development of a
skilled workforce for this
strategically important
industry.

Panel discussions 
The �rst discussion, “The
Chip War: Technology, Ge-
opolitics and India’s Chal-
lenges”, will delve into
how global semiconductor
rivalries, U.S.–China ten-
sions, export controls and
supply-chain disruptions
a�ect India’s technological

and economic strategies. 
Sharat Kaul, Consultant

and India Representative,
International Electronics
Manufacturing Initiative
(iNEMI); Sandeep Garg,
CEO and Board Member,
Indichip Semiconductors
Limited; Ravi Bhatkal,
Vice-President – Strategy,
MacDermid Alpha Elec-
tronics Solutions; and Yo-
gan Senthilkumar, Chief
Technology O�cer, iVP
Semiconductor, will speak.
Aroon Deep, Principal Cor-
respondent, The Hindu,
will moderate the
discussion.

Khyathi Atmakuru, a
fourth-year B.Tech. stu-
dent in Electronics Engi-
neering (VLSI Design &

Technology), and Dhruv
John Sebastian, a fourth-
year B.Tech. student in
Electronics and Communi-
cation Engineering at
SRMIST, will present their
work, “Advancing Semi-
conductor Paradigms: Stu-
dent-Driven VLSI and Sem-
iconductor Research
Initiatives”.

The second panel dis-
cussion, “Chips for the
Next Battle�eld: Semicon-
ductors, AI and the Future
of Defence”, will focus on
the role of advanced chips
in AI-enabled defence sys-
tems, and next-generation
military technologies. 

A. Sivathanu Pillai, Sir
C.V. Raman Chair Profes-
sor, SRMIST; Vijay Kumar
Saraswat, Scientist and
former Director-General of
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO); and Deleep Nair,
Professor, Department of
Electrical Engineering, IIT
Madras, will take part in
the discussion. John Xa-
vier, Science & Technology
Editor, The Hindu, will
moderate the session.

The third panel discus-
sion, “Who Will Build In-
dia’s Chips? Bridging the
Semiconductor Talent
Gap”, will deliberate on
the increasing demand for
skilled engineers, chip de-
signers, researchers and
specialised professionals.

The fourth panel discus-
sion, “From Design to Fab:
Can India Build a Complete
Semiconductor Ecosys-
tem?”, will look into India’s
e�orts to bring in invest-
ments across semiconduc-
tor manufacturing, and
outsourced semiconductor
assembly and testing
(OSAT). 

It will also delve into the
challenges in developing
an integrated ecosystem
spanning research and de-
velopment, chip design, fa-
brication, and packaging. 

Times Now is the tele-
cast partner. Entry is by in-
vitation only. 

Registra-
tion link: 
newsth.live
/SCS2026E

or scan
the QR.

Summit exploring challenges, opportunities in
semiconductor industry to be held tomorrow
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Riyadh’s King Khalid International Airport’s web-
site showed several domestic and international
�ights scheduled on Sunday, including arrivals to
the kingdom from Dubai, Paris and Cairo, after be-
ing closed for two weeks. Saudi Arabian o�cials
did not provide additional information about the
scope of the renewed operations a the airport. But
the tracking website Flightradar24 showed a small
number of �ights had departed, though the vast
majority were cancelled.

“The Yemeni Armed Forces warn all interna-
tional, regional, and local airlines — as well as sta�
and travellers — against using King Khalid Airport
in Riyadh, as it is unsafe and serves as a military
target for our forces,” the Houthi spokesperson
said, adding that “The Saudi regime shall bear the
consequences of any operations at the airport.”

Houthis target Riyadh,
say Yemen attacked

The Centre has dispatched
two Rapid Action Force
(RAF) companies of the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) to Arunachal
Pradesh following violence
in Pasighat during protests
against the proposed
11,200-MW Siang Upper
Multipurpose Project, o�-
cials said on Sunday.

The Ministry of Home
A�airs had said on Satur-
day that the RAF compa-
nies comprising about 250
personnel will be airlifted
from Navi Mumbai on
board an Indian Air Force
transport aircraft. The un-
its will reach Pasighat and
get deployed by Sunday,
the o�cials said. 

A statement from the
Chief Minister’s O�ce said
a 12-hour bandh in Siang,
Upper Siang and East Siang
districts remained peace-
ful on Friday. But violence
erupted in Pasighat after
the bandh ended.

RAF units
rushed to
Arunachal
Pradesh

Press Trust of India 
NEW DELHI

A day after attempts were
made to forcibly remove
protesting students at Ja-
mia Millia Islamia Universi-
ty, students gathered
around the campus and
tried to enter by climbing
the gates on Sunday. Class-
es were suspended, water
facilities on the campus
were cut o� and no entry
or exit was allowed, but
students still gathered in
large numbers and staged
the protest amid heavy pol-
ice deployment. 

On Saturday, security
personnel, teaching and
non-teaching sta� had at-
tempted to remove the stu-
dents protesting since Oc-
tober 11 for restoration of
their students union. 

The tent where students
protested was removed
from the lawn inside Gate

no. 7, campus electricity
and water facilities were
suspended, and gates and
libraries closed. 

It was also announced
that all classes will be con-
ducted in online mode un-
til further notice. 

Following this, students
had gathered in large num-
bers and stayed through
the night, singing songs,
raising slogans and de-
manding the restoration of
the Jamia Millia Islamia

Students’ Union ( JMISU). 
Similar scenes were ob-

served on Sunday as well,
though Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) and
Delhi Police personnel
guarding the entry gates
were seen dispersing the
students who were trying
to enter the campus.

“Dialogue has been hap-
pening since day one. On
Saturday, the entire Jamia
went to meet the students,
but they did not want to

end their protest,” an o�-
cial said. 

Campus trespass FIR
A �rst information report
(FIR) has been registered
on the charges of trespass-
ing, defacement of proper-
ty and con�nement,
against political leaders
and students following a
complaint sent by Jamia
administration, the police
o�cials said. 

“The complaint con-
tains names of MPs, lead-
ers, students and ex-stu-
dents who were trying to
trespass on campus pro-
perty. The FIR has been re-
gistered under the charges
of criminal trespassing,
wrongful con�nement and
voluntarily causing hurt
under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS),” Utkarsha,
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South
East), said. 

Jamia student protest intensi�es amid
restrictions, heavy police deployment
Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Students were informally being told to vacate the hostel on account

of online classes and upcoming festivals. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

India strongly hit back at
Pakistan’s attempts at the
United Nations to paint a
“propagandist” picture of
New Delhi, saying Islama-
bad’s “Form 47 govern-
ment” can “dare not” over-
ride instructions from the
country’s real rulers, the
Pakistani military.

Form 47 is an o�cial
election document in Pa-
kistan that records the pro-
visional, consolidated re-
sults of voting in a
constituency. Pakistan’s
February 2024 general
elections were marred by
allegations of rigging and
irregularities, with critics
using the term “Form 47”
to question the o�cial
results.

During an interactive

dialogue with the Special
Rapporteur on Minority Is-
sues at the UN General As-
sembly’s Third Committee
on Saturday, First Secre-
tary at the Permanent Mis-
sion of India to the UN,
Raghoo Puri, accused Pa-
kistan of attempting to
“paint a propagandist pic-
ture” of India.

“We do understand, un-
fortunately, that the Form
47 government dare not
override instructions from
the Pakistani military,” he
said, adding that the inter-
ests of the armed forces,
which he described as the
country’s “real rulers”,
took precedence.

The reference comes
against the backdrop of
longstanding concerns ov-
er the Pakistani military’s
in�uence on the country’s
political system.

India slams Pakistan
at UN, says military is
country’s ‘real ruler’
Press Trust of India 
UNITED NATIONS
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The BJP on Sunday hit out
at Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge for his re-
marks against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. 

The party said it would
hold nationwide protests
on Monday against the “in-
appropriate and o�ensive
remarks”.

Criticising the “Modi ka
baap bhi jayega (even Mo-
di’s father will go)” com-
ment, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said Mr.
Kharge had “torn apart all
norms of decorum”. “This
is not the �rst time that the
Congress party has used
abusive language against
Modiji or his family,” he
said, accusing the party of
having hurled insults at the
Prime Minister’s mother,
and mocking his poverty
by addressing him as a
“chaiwala” in the past.

“Under Rahul Gandhi’s
leadership, the Congress
party keeps crossing the li-
mits of indecency every
day,” he said, alleging that
repeated electoral defeats
had bred “desperation and
frustration” within the
party.

“There is a certain digni-
ty to political opposition as
well, but dragging the de-
parted family members in-
to speeches from public
platforms has now become
the real ‘culture’ of Rahul
Gandhi and the whole Op-
position,” BJP president Ni-
tin Nabin said.

BJP to launch
protest against
remarks by
Cong. chief

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

Days after Maldives Presi-
dent Mohamed Muizzu vi-
sited Pakistan for a bilater-
al visit that yielded many
agreements, the former
Foreign Minister of Mal-
dives, Abdulla Shahid, ac-
cused him of moving in an
“anti-India” direction.

Mr. Shahid, who is run-
ning for the leadership of
the Opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP)
ahead of the Presidential
elections in 2028, alleged
that Mr. Muizzu, who has
had a cordial relationship
with New Delhi for most of
his tenure, would revive
the “India Out” campaign
of 2023.

“The President [Mr.
Muizzu] is trying to make
India the issue again, be-
cause for him, he hasn’t
been able to perform. He
hasn’t been able to provide
any development or deliv-
er on any of the promises,
and therefore, come next
election again, he will try
to create some narrative on
hate,” Mr. Shahid, who was

Foreign Minister during
the tenure of the previous
President Ibrahim Solih
(2018-2023) and won a
term as the President of
the UN General Assembly
with India’s support in
2021, told The Hindu in an
interview here. 

The Maldives govern-
ment spokesperson did
not reply to a request for a
response to Mr. Shahid’s
comments.

Mr. Shahid called for
more transparency about
the 20 MoUs signed bet-
ween the Maldives and Pa-
kistan when President
Muizzu went on a three-

day visit to Islamabad from
October 20 to 22, the �rst
such visit by a Maldives
President since 2015. After
talks between Mr. Muizzu
and Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, the two
sides announced agree-
ments in a number of
areas, including defence
and maritime security,
combating illicit tra�cking
and narcotics, information
technology, cybersecurity
and AI. They agreed to
start direct �ights between
Male and Islamabad. In
particular, Mr. Muizzu’s
meeting with Pakistan’s
Field Marshal and Army

chief General Asim Munir
had raised eyebrows in
Delhi. Mr. Muizzu also
called for the revival of
SAARC, on hold since 2016
when India pulled out of
the summit in Islamabad
over cross-border
terrorism.

“We do not want Mal-
dives to be drawn into dis-
putes within our neigh-
bours,” said Mr. Shahid,
demanding that the Muiz-
zu government make a
statement in Parliament
about the nature of the
agreements signed with
Pakistan. “We must aim for
expanding our relationship
with everyone who has
goodwill to the Maldives,
but it should not come at
the cost of our own
friends, our established re-
lationships,” he added.

When asked about Mr.
Muizzu’s Pakistan visit on
Friday, External A�airs Mi-
nistry spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said that the go-
vernment kept a “close
watch” on such develop-
ments and would “take
whatever appropriate
steps may be necessary”.

In response to the com-
ments on SAARC, Mr. Jais-
wal said that it was “one
country”, indicating Pakis-
tan, that had “stalled” the
functioning of SAARC, and
India was keen to streng-
then regional cooperation.

‘India Out’ campaign
Mr. Shahid’s comments to
The Hindu indicate that
ties with India may once
again become an issue in
the Maldivian elections.
Mr. Solih lost the elections
in 2023 due to the “India
Out” campaign of the Peo-
ple’s National Congress
(PNC), led by Mr. Muizzu,
against what he alleged
was undue Indian in-
�uence in the island chain,
especially accusing the So-
lih government of allowing
India to build military bas-
es in infrastructure pro-
jects that India had
constructed.

Mr. Muizzu had also de-
manded that Indian Air
Force personnel stationed
at three locations in the
Maldives, including Gan Is-
land and Hanimadhoo
Atoll, who operated air-

craft that India had provid-
ed to the Maldives, be re-
moved. While the
beginning of Mr. Muizzu’s
tenure saw tensions with
the Modi government, and
he chose to travel to Turki-
ye, the UAE, and China be-
fore visiting India, rela-
tions improved after India
agreed to withdraw mili-
tary personnel and replace
them with civilian person-
nel instead.

In June 2024, a month
after the �nal batch of 89
Indian personnel had been
withdrawn, Mr. Muizzu vi-
sited India to attend Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
swearing-in ceremony, and
then returned in October
2024 for a bilateral visit,
when India o�ered the
Maldives several economic
support measures, includ-
ing a currency swap agree-
ment to help Maldives
avoid a debt failure.

Mr. Shahid is in India to
attend the Words Beyond
Borders International Lit-
erature Festival and is ex-
pected to a�rm a cam-
paign more friendly to
India.

‘Maldives President could stir up anti-India campaign again’
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Abdulla Shahid was Foreign Minister during the tenure of the

previous President Ibrahim Solih. SUHASINI HAIDAR

C
ongress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
on Sunday attacked

the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
saying the country would
not have lasting peace until
the ideology of the RSS was
dismantled.

He accused the BJP-RSS
of being anti-people, ad-
ding that unity could never
be achieved as long as such
an ideology existed in the
country.

Mr. Kharge also trig-
gered controversy with his
remark, “Modi ka baap bhi
jayega” (even Modi’s father
will go)”. He was speaking
at an event held on the oc-
casion of the 139th birth
anniversary celebration of
Bihar’s �rst Chief Minister,
Sri Krishna Singh.

He expressed disap-
pointment over former
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar joining hands with
those who believe in the
RSS ideology. “I am pained
that socialist leaders like
Nitish Kumar joined hands
with the people who be-
lieve in the RSS ideology,”
Mr. Kharge said.

All top leaders of the Bi-
har Congress, including
Rajya Sabha member Akhi-
lesh Prasad Singh and Bi-
har Congress president Ra-

jesh Ram, were present at
the event organised at Ba-
bu Sabhagar.

Mr. Kharge alleged a
nexus between the BJP and
the Election Commission
of India (ECI), claiming
that names were being de-
leted from the voters’ list at
the BJP’s behest. He added
that the Narendra Modi go-
vernment was misusing
Central agencies against
Opposition leaders.

Attacking the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC),
Mr. Kharge said, “Gyanesh
Kumar is not just working
to make a party win, but he
has also taken up the con-
tract of getting o�cials BJP
ticket and making them Mi-
nisters, as revealed by a
former Chief Secretary of
Kerala. Modiji has made a
traitor the CEC; the BJP has

betrayed the country.”
Mr. Kharge accused the

BJP of capturing govern-
ments in West Bengal, Ha-
ryana, Bihar, and Maha-
rashtra by “stealing votes”.
He called the ongoing prot-
ests against the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) a “se-
cond war of
Independence” and urged
the people of Bihar to sup-
port the nationwide
movement.

‘BJP is anti-Dalit’
The Congress president al-
leged that the BJP and the
RSS supported untoucha-
bility and that Mr. Modi
himself did not wish for
any improvement in the
condition of Dalits. He said
that even today, the BJP
and the RSS did not consid-
er Dalits human beings.

“Eighty years after inde-
pendence, untouchability
still persists in the country.
When I visited Haldwani,
the BJP and RSS members
performed a ‘puri�cation’
ritual on the stage after I
left. How can there be na-
tional unity if you do not
even consider a large seg-
ment of the country’s pop-
ulation as your own?” Mr.
Kharge asked.

Mr. Kharge remarked
that he would pray to Lord
Ram to grant wisdom to
those who steal o�erings
from the Ram Temple and
to punish them — not only
for stealing o�erings, but
also for stealing votes.

“Two Election Commis-
sioners wrote letters on 14
separate occasions, raising
objections regarding Gya-
nesh Kumar’s intent to ma-
nipulate the voter rolls, yet
their concerns went un-
heeded,” Mr. Kharge said.

‘Promises broken’
He questioned the BJP, ask-
ing what had happened to
the “black money” pro-
mised to be brought back
within 100 days and the
pledge to double farmers’
income. Mr. Kharge alleged
that the Prime Minister
had a habit of lying.

He said that whenever
the BJP was asked about its
performance, it created a
ruckus by invoking Rahul
Gandhi’s name.

Dismantling RSS ideology key
to lasting peace, says Kharge

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, along with other party

leaders, being felicitated during an event in Patna on Sunday. PTI 

Congress chief terms protest against special intensive revision ‘second war of Independence’ and

urges people of Bihar to support the nationwide movement; alleges nexus between BJP and ECI

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

At least 61,059 Form 7 ap-
plications seeking the dele-
tion of names from Karna-
taka’s electoral rolls were
�led by election o�cials
themselves, with not a sin-
gle application mentioning
a reason for the deletion, a
mandatory requirement
under the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960.

Electoral Registration
O�cers (EROs) and Assis-
tant Electoral Registration
O�cers (AEROs), listed as
the objectors in these ap-
plications, said the system
“auto-generated” the
forms with their digital sig-
natures when voters could
not be reached during
hearings on notices issued
for no mapping or logical

discrepancies, and the vo-
ters were therefore marked
as “ineligible”.

This meant the same
election machinery was
raising objections to vo-
ters’ names and deciding
on whether they should re-
main on the rolls. Under
the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960 an objection
that is not �led in the pre-
scribed manner, including
stating the reason, is liable
to be rejected.

The o�cials said they
had been instructed to �le
Form 7 applications if a vo-
ter had shifted, had a du-
plicate entry elsewhere,
was underage, had died, or
was not an Indian citizen.
But as the forms were auto-
generated, the reason for
seeking deletion was left
blank. With no reason re-
corded, neither the voter

nor anyone examining the
electoral roll can establish
why a particular name was
marked for deletion or ver-
ify whether the removal
was justi�ed.

Moreover, these catego-
ries of voters (ASDDO or
Absent, Shifted, Duplicate,
Dead and Others) had al-
ready been checked during
the enumeration phase of
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR), which led to
more than 1.07 crore
names being deleted from
Karnataka’s draft electoral
roll. Most deletions were
on the grounds of voters
having permanently shift-
ed, followed by those
marked as absent.

The number of Form 7
applications �led by elec-
tion o�cials rose sharply
after the claims and objec-
tions period ended on Sep-

tember 23, 2026. Between
August 24 and September
23, only 192 such applica-
tions were received. More
than 60,800 were �led af-
ter the claims and objec-
tions period, between Sep-
tember 24 and October 22.

cials. In the Bommanahalli
Assembly constituency
alone, o�cials �led 4,095
of the 5,757 applications re-
ceived. The pattern of
EROs and AEROs �ling
more Form-7 applications
than voters or third parties
was seen in at least 26 As-
sembly constituencies. 

Karnataka’s �nal electo-
ral roll is scheduled to be
published on October 27.
Only claims and objections
received by September 23
were to be considered for
the �nal roll. Applications
�led after the deadline
were to be considered only
for a supplementary roll af-
ter the SIR. However, The
Hindu’s sample checks
found that the names of vo-
ters cited in applications
�led even after the dea-
dline had already been de-
leted from the roll.

which states that any claim
or objection not lodged
within the prescribed pe-
riod or in the prescribed
form and manner “shall be
rejected by the registration
o�cer”. 

It also remains unclear
whether hearing notices or
orders, which are manda-
tory before deletion, were
issued in these cases, or on
what grounds the names
were deleted, as the rele-
vant details had been left
blank.

In the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike South
district, where election of-
�cials �led the highest
number of Form 7 applica-
tions, applications �led by
o�cials outnumbered
those �led by voters or
third parties. Of the 17,491
applications in the district,
10,374 were �led by o�-

tions. Another 10,314 were
�led on the previous day,
October 21. On October 17
and 19, o�cials �led 11,132
and 11,760 applications,
respectively.

Already deleted
To examine the pattern,
The Hindu obtained the
EPIC numbers of several
voters against whom elec-
tion o�cials had �led Form
7 applications and cross-
checked their details on
the Election Commission
of India (ECI) portal. In all
the cases checked, the
names had already been
deleted from the electoral
roll, including those
against whom applications
had been �led after Sep-
tember 23. 

This is at odds with Rule
17 of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960,

The �ling continued at
an exceptionally high rate
even as the disposal dea-
dline approached. On Oc-
tober 22, the last day for
disposing of claims and ob-
jections, election o�cials
�led 10,105 Form 7 applica-

61,000 Form 7 applications �led by poll o�cials in Karnataka, none cite reason 
Rishita Khanna
Pon Vasanth B.A.
BENGALURU/CHENNAI

Amid controversy over er-
rors found in the electoral
rolls published after the
special intensive revision
(SIR), the Chief Electoral
O�cer (CEO) of Uttar Pra-
desh on Sunday ordered
reveri�cation of all entries
made by computer opera-
tors since the publication
of post-SIR �nal electoral
rolls on April 10 and direct-
ed that any future digital
applications be �led only
by booth-level o�cers
(BLOs) and not by out-
sourced computer
operators.

“Under no circumstanc-
es should the feeding of
physical application forms
be handled by computer
assistants. It must also be
ensured that all physical
forms received are digi-
tised exclusively by the
BLO through the BLO App.
Electoral Registration Of-
�cers (EROs) must review
all pending Form 6, Form
7, and Form 8 applications
on a daily basis and ensure
their prompt disposal
strictly as per rules. Proper
custody and preservation
of all physically received
forms must be ensured”,
an o�cial statement said.

The measures were an-
nounced at a virtual meet-
ing, called to review prepa-
rations for special
summary revision (SSR) of

the electoral rolls for the
Assembly constituencies
on Saturday, with all Divi-
sional Commissioners, Dis-
trict Election O�cers (DE-
Os), Electoral Registration
O�cers (EROs), Assistant
Electoral Registration Of-
�cers (AEROs), and com-
puter assistants.

Uttar Pradesh CEO Nav-
deep Rinwa also directed
that errors identi�ed dur-
ing the investigation of
complaints received re-
garding the electoral rolls
through various political
parties and social media
platforms should not be
repeated.

Congress’s claim
On October 21, Uttar Pra-
desh Congress leaders had
alleged that details of
13,150 voters were changed
while their EPIC and serial
numbers remained the
same in Pilibhit constituen-
cy. They said the changes
were made between July

and September after the �-
nal rolls came out on April
10. The Congress also
claimed that 804 residents
were removed and about
2,600 non-residents ad-
ded, putting the total at
16,554 irregular entries.
Reports of duplicate en-
tries in electoral rolls have
also emerged from other
parts of the State.

All o�cials were strictly
instructed not to share
their ERONET login ID and
password with anyone and
conduct a mandatory veri-
�cation for all Form 6,
Form 7, and Form 8 entries
fed by computer assistants
from the conclusion of SIR
(April 10, 2026) to date. 

All o�cials involved
were also warned of action
under the Section 32 of the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1950, which per-
tains to the breach of o�-
cial duty in connection
with the preparation of
electoral rolls.

U.P. election o�cer orders
recheck of forms submitted
through computer operators
Mayank Kumar
Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

All electoral o�icials were strictly instructed not to share their

ERONET login ID and password with anyone. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Union Minister Giriraj
Singh on Sunday launched
an attack on National Con-
ference (NC) president Fa-
rooq Abdullah over his al-
legation that the Centre’s
intentions towards Jammu
and Kashmir were “not
good”.

Speaking to the media,
Mr. Singh said, “Farooq
Abdullah and his father are
enemies of India; they are
the results of Congress’s
sins committed by Nehru.
After the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370, the situation in
Kashmir has changed. Peo-
ple there are getting em-
ployment; tourists are
visiting...”

Giriraj Singh calls Farooq
Abdullah ‘enemy of India’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Eminent painter and form-
er Rajya Sabha member Jo-
gen Chowdhury died at a
private hospital in Kolkata
on Sunday morning. He
was 87. He was admitted to
the hospital on October 16
after his health deteriorat-
ed and was put on ventila-
tor support on Saturday.

Born in Faridpur, now
in Bangladesh, on Febru-
ary 15, 1939, Mr. Chowdhu-
ry developed an interest in
drawing at a young age.
During the Partition, he
moved to Kolkata with his
family. He studied at the
Government College of Art
and Craft in Kolkata before
pursuing further studies at
École Nationale Supé-
rieure des Beaux-Arts in
Paris. In the early years, he
worked in an expressionist
style of �guration. His
paintings used human
forms and were often a sa-
tire on politics and society.

Mr. Chowdhury joined
the faculty at Visva-Bharati
University in Santiniketan
in 1987 after serving as
Keeper of Art at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan. Over the
past few years, he had
been associated with the
design of art installations
during Durga Puja.

The Delhi Art Gallery, in
a description of his work
on its website, said Mr.

Chowdhury interpreted
the “human form through
the X-ray vision of his crea-
tivity: attenuated, exagger-
ated, fragmented, recon�-
gured, and rephrased”. 

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari con-
doled the artist’s death,
saying his contributions
had brought international
acclaim to West Bengal and
his passing left an irrepara-
ble void in the State’s intel-
lectual and artistic soul. 

Former Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had
nominated Mr. Chowdhury
to the Rajya Sabha on Tri-
namool Congress ticket.
He served in the Upper
House from 2014 to 2020.
In 2012, the Trinamool
Congress government con-
ferred on him the Banga
Bibhushan, one of the
State’s highest civilian ho-
nours. Painter Samir Aich
described Mr. Chowdhury
as a stalwart of contempor-
ary art who always stood
by fellow artists. 

Jogen Chowdhury,
eminent painter and
ex-MP, passes away

Jogen Chowdhury 

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA
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Sage Suka describes how Rukmini, the princess of Vidarb-
ha (Kundinapura), is an incarnation of Mahalakshmi, who
fell in love with Lord Krishna from her childhood purely
by hearing tales of Krishna’s virtues (gunas), beauty, and
wisdom (noble exploits), said Tirukkudanthai Dr. Venka-
tesh in a discourse. Rukmini (Rukma means gold) is the
daughter of King Bhishmaka, and she had �ve brothers.
Bhishmaka approved of Krishna, but her elder brother
Rukmi allied with Kamsa and Jarasandha and vehemently
opposed the match. Rukmi arranged a forced marriage to
his friend Shishupala, king of Cedhi kingdom and Lord
Krishna’s cousin. As wedding preparations began and
Shishupala arrived, Rukmini realised she had no family
support to stop the wedding and refused to accept anyone
other than Krishna. She secretly entrusted an elderly and
trustworthy person with a con�dential letter, instructing
him to deliver it quickly to Krishna and rescue her.

In cantos 12 and 13 of Swami Vedanta Desika’s Yadavab-
hyudayam, the narrative of Rukmini’s letter (Rukmini Pa-
trika) and her subsequent rescue by Lord Krishna is pre-
sented through grand poetic imagery, philosophical
allegories, and devotion (bhakti). In her letter, she asks
why a jackal should steal a lion’s prey, comparing Krishna
to a lion and Shishupala to a jackal. Rukmini’s letter embo-
dies the concepts of complete surrender. Upon receiving
the message, Krishna set o� for Vidarbha in His chariot,
arrived near the temple, killed Shishupala, defeated Ruk-
mi, and prepared to slay him, but spared his life upon Ruk-
mini’s plea, and whisked her away to Dwaraka, where the
grand wedding of Krishna and Rukmini took place.

Triumph of divine love
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�
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�

The season’s �rst snowfall at the Yamunotri
shrine in Uttarakhand on Sunday brought cheer
to pilgrims visiting the temple, while Kedarnath
also witnessed snowfall as the Char Dham Yatra
entered its �nal phase. Vinit Posti, a specially
invited member of the Kedarnath-Badrinath
Temple Committee, appealed to pilgrims to carry
all essential medicines and exercise caution
during their journey. A surge in pilgrim arrivals
during the �nal phase of the summer Char Dham
Yatra has brought renewed activity to Yamunotri
shrine, o�ering relief and optimism to local
business owners whose livelihoods depend on
the pilgrimage. PTI

First snowfall at Yamunotri,
Kedarnath delights devotees 

As many as 392 civic o�cials across Madhya
Pradesh face government action over alleged
�nancial irregularities, and seven have been
terminated from service so far, a senior o�cial
said on Sunday. The o�cials facing action
include 135 chief municipal o�cers (CMOs).
Additional Chief Secretary (Housing and Urban
Development) Sanjay Dubey said more than 80
government contractors have also faced action
for irregularities such as supplying items at
in�ated rates. In the video, Mr. Dubey is heard
telling municipal o�cials that the government
was tracking their purchases to identify
irregularities.

392 civic o�cials in M.P. face
action over irregularities

Foreign investors have withdrawn ₹48,056 crore
from Indian equities in October so far, amid
elevated crude oil prices, escalating West Asia
tensions, concerns over in�ation and weak
corporate earnings. However, Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) signi�cantly moderated their
selling last week and turned net buyers on two
trading days, signalling some easing in selling
pressure. The latest out�ows follow net
withdrawals of ₹35,861 crore in September. FPIs
had invested ₹20,200 crore in Indian equities in
July and ₹29,631 crore in August, according to
data from the Central Depository Services Ltd.
(CDSL). PTI

Foreign investors withdraw
₹48,056 crore from equities

Use of AI in everyday applications,
understanding how machines learn from
examples, detecting deepfakes and ethical
boundaries protecting personal data — Classes 9
to 12 will now study a 20-hour introductory
module on computational thinking (CT) and
arti�cial intelligence (AI) released by NCERT. The
National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has developed the
activity-based module in consultation with IIT-
Madras and IIT-Jodhpur. Special emphasis has
been placed on the ethical and safe use of AI,
including data privacy, misinformation, fairness,
digital safety, and critical veri�cation of
AI-generated information. PTI

NCERT introduces 20-hour 
AI module for Classes 9-12

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 
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(set by Incognito)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

Across

8/10 Meet, by accident, vagrant with piebald horse (4,4)

9 One shaping lawn is a relative by marriage (2-3)

10 See 8

11 Excited pooch carrying new garment (6)

12 Musical composition, that to some extent, is fake (8)

13 Mark goes around one premier tech institute and produces
sword (8)

15 Come out, European, and join (6)

17 Movement from trains running on time (7)

19 Sinatra danced... He is skilled at his work... (7)

22 German father's wish (6)

24 Shake... shake own beaky facial feature (4,4)

26 Spring loaded hatch, perhaps, made from rotor pad (4,4)

28 Well known Hun expelling nob in battalion restructuring (6)

30 Honey... it's expensive! (4)

31 Girl with anchor is a spectral creature (5)

32 Robs drinking vessels (4)

Down

1 Small vehicle from Australia starts to teeter oddly (4)

2 Menaces horribly, capturing initially pacific astronauts (8)

3 Abstain from drink having iodine (3,3)

4 Erratic source around lake results in shutdown (7)

5 West, with armies, destroyed Bikini, for example (8)

6 Fruit from Chile, perhaps, with energy (6)

7 Hastening, carrying a gun (4)

14 Swear, "Dog's excited initially" (5)

16 Girl chased by running ants and other insects (5)

18 "Rock" handling equipment in bar (3,5)

20 Excitedly, I mention, "Immediately" (2,2,4)

21 Company possesses musical instrument and lightweight Indian
bed (7)

23 Meaning get from another country (6)

25 Anger about one spirit (6)

27 Bird from Jaipur he aided (4)

29 Bingo's 11 pairs of supporters (4)
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P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Sunday lauded in-

dividuals and communities
for promoting organic
farming, indigenous pro-
ducts, digital healthcare,
scienti�c research, and en-
vironmental conservation.
Their e�orts were creating
new opportunities and
contributing to the vision
of a self-reliant India, Mr.
Modi said.

Ahead of the Deepavali
and Chhath festivals, the
Prime Minister in his Mann

Ki Baat address urged peo-
ple to prioritise domestic
products under the ‘Vocal
for Local’ campaign. He al-
so highlighted the impor-
tance of packaging, noting
that Maharashtra’s ‘Shaba-
ri Naturals’ had received Ja-
pan’s Good Design Award.
A Karnataka start-up was
developing packaging ma-
terials from bamboo and
agricultural waste. Khadi’s
popularity was also grow-
ing continuously, he said.

Recalling his recent visit
to Chennai, Mr. Modi high-
lighted the Sudha Gopalak-
rishnan Brain Centre at the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy-Madras, which has de-
veloped a brain imaging

technology platform and
will study 100 human
brains. The research uses
the Param Shakti super-
computer, and its data will
be made available as an
open source for research
across �elds.

Young innovators
At IIT-Madras, he also met
young innovators working
on gold quality testing, re-
covery of funds lost to
bank fraud, AI-based cervi-
cal cancer screening, �ying
electric vehicles, fast-
charging batteries for
drones and electric vehi-
cles, and AI applications in
defence technology.

On healthcare, about 50
crore tele-consultations
had been conducted
through the e-Sanjeevani
scheme, which had
reached remote parts of
the country, he said. Near-
ly 1.9 lakh ‘Ayushman Aro-
gya Mandirs’ were provid-

ing healthcare facilities
across the country, he
added.

Mr. Modi paid tribute to
scientist Narinder Singh
Kapany, known as the
‘Father of Fibre Optics’,
ahead of his 100th birth
anniversary on October 31.
Born in Punjab’s Moga dis-
trict, Kapany’s research on
transmitting light through
thin �bres helped advance
modern communication
networks.

Kheti Virasat Mission
The Prime Minister high-
lighted the e�orts of the
Kheti Virasat Mission in
Punjab’s Malwa region to
promote natural cotton
cultivation. Organic cotton
is grown without chemi-
cals, while naturally co-
loured cotton eliminates
the need for additional
chemicals to dye yarn and
fabric. Highlighting envi-
ronmental conservation,

the Prime Minister re-
ferred to community ef-
forts to revive the Heval riv-
er in Uttarakhand’s Tehri
Garhwal region. He also
underscored the impor-
tance of organ donation,
and described the decision
of the family of road acci-
dent victim to donate her
organs as an inspiration to
society. 

Mr. Modi called on peo-
ple to participate in the
‘Run for Unity’ on October
31, marking the birth anni-
versary of Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, which is ob-
served as National Unity
Day.

Referring to Maharishi
Valmiki’s birth anniversary
on October 26, he high-
lighted the messages of ser-
vice, compassion and so-
cial harmony in the
Ramayana. He also paid tri-
bute to Bhai Parmanand,
whose 150th birth anniver-
sary falls on November 4.
The British sentenced him
to transportation to the An-
daman Islands, popularly
known as Kala Pani, Mr.
Modi said, and he later en-
tered the �eld of education
and also taught Bhagat
Singh. Bhai Parmanand
was associated with the
Arya Samaj and the Hindu
Mahasabha for many
years, he said.

Prioritise domestic products
during festive season, says PM
Modi lauds initiatives in organic farming, digital healthcare, and environmental conservation in

his Mann Ki Baat address; he cites research at the IIT-M using the Param Shakti supercomputer

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Theoretical physicist Ash-
oke Sen has been awarded
the 2026 Oskar Klein Me-
dal, becoming the �rst In-
dian laureate to receive the
honour, awarded by Stock-
holm University and the
Nobel Committee for Phys-
ics of the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences.

The Medal recognises
signi�cant contributions to
theoretical physics. Dr. Sen
is the ICTS-Infosys Madha-
va Chair Professor at the
International Centre for
Theoretical Sciences
(ICTS), Bengaluru. He also
delivered the memorial
lecture accompanying the
Medal in Stockholm on Oc-
tober 22, titled “Gravity
from Strings and Strings
from Gravity”.

In his career, Dr. Sen has
focused on string theory,
which is the name of an at-
tempt by physicists to de-
scribe matter and nature’s
fundamental forces, in-
cluding gravity, within a
single framework called

quantum gravity. Current-
ly, they are split across two
frameworks, quantum
physics and relativity.
String theory o�ers ways to
reconcile them, but while
it is mathematically a high-
ly evolved theory, it has
been unable to make pred-
ictions that can be con-
�rmed with experiments
using today’s technologies.

In the 1980s, Dr. Sen
helped establish how the
equations describing hy-
pothetical strings moving

through space could relate
to the equations that de-
scribe the physical �elds
that surround it. In the
1990s, he helped show that
two apparently di�erent
ways to describe physical
forces were really equiva-
lent, an idea called
S-duality.

Sen conjectures
He also proposed three re-
lated ideas, together called
the Sen conjectures, in
1999 that gave physicists

new ways to understand
the behaviour of the
strings of string theory. Dr.
Sen graduated from Presi-
dency College in Kolkata
before going to IIT-Kanpur
and thereon to earning his
Ph.D. from Stony Brook
University, New York, in
1982. After working at insti-
tutions including the Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research (TIFR) in Mumbai
and the Harish-Chandra
Research Institute (HRI) in
Prayagraj, he moved to
ICTS in 2021. 

For his work, he has
won the S.S. Bhatnagar
Prize (1994), the Infosys
Prize (2009), the Break-
through Prize in Funda-
mental Physics (2012), and
the Dirac Medal (2014).

He also received the
Padma Shri in 2001 and
the Padma Bhushan in
2013.

The impact of Dr. Sen’s
contributions has exceed-
ed their own ambit. In one
2014 interview, U.S. theo-
retical physicist Edward
Witten — widely consi-

and the accompanying Me-
morial Lectures was
launched in 1988 to ho-
nour the Swedish physicist
Oskar Klein (1894-1977). In
1926, Klein, building on the
work of German mathe-
matician Theodor Kaluza,
explored whether electro-
magnetism and gravity
could be described in a
common framework by in-
troducing an extra dimen-
sion of space. The result,
known as Kaluza-Klein the-
ory, exerted a signi�cant
in�uence on later attempts
by physicists — including
string theory — to unify
these forces.

India in particular has
an in�uential community
of string theorists, espe-
cially at TIFR Mumbai,
ICTS Bengaluru, HRI
Prayagraj, and the Indian
Institute of Science Educa-
tion Research in Pune.
Aside from Dr. Sen, the
community’s notable
members include Nabami-
ta Banerjee, Shiraz Minwal-
la, Sunil Mukhi, P. Ramade-
vi, and Spenta Wadia.

dered to be the greatest liv-
ing mathematical physicist
— called one of Dr. Sen’s
papers “short but brilliant”
and that it “convinced me
that the duality had to be
right”. Dr. Witten also said
Dr. Sen’s �ndings had in-
spired work that paved the
way for more break-
throughs in understanding
how subatomic particles
interact with each other.

He has also done impor-
tant work on black holes.
Physicists had long known
that these enigmatic cos-
mic beasts had entropy but
could not explain its ori-
gins in their physical theo-
ries. Dr. Sen developed
mathematical methods to
make sense of a black
hole’s microscopic states
in a way that could account
for its observable, macro-
scopic characteristics.

Together, many physi-
cists agree, his contribu-
tions have considerably ad-
vanced the theories
physicists use to under-
stand quantum gravity. 

The Oskar Klein Medal

Theoretical physicist Ashoke Sen wins Oskar Klein Medal 
Vasudevan Mukunth

Ashoke Sen is the first Indian to win this award. R. RAVINDRAN 
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A
smartwatch
bought on im-
pulse, a costly
phone ordered

just for the thrill of owning
it, a festive sale too tempt-
ing to resist. In isolation,
each swipe may seem
harmless, yet the danger
lies in accumulation. Mo-
ney spent in moments of
desire can quietly turn into
a burden that outlasts the
�eeting grati�cation. Small
indulgences, if they add up
to a sizeable bill, can take a
toll on the monthly budget
and derail carefully
planned �nancial goals.

The litmus test comes
knocking much later, after
the swipes have ended: a
shocking bill. Now, to over-
come the shock, cardhol-
ders often look for a short-
cut: paying just the
minimum due.

The minimum due trap
The minimum-due loop is
one of the most deceptive
traps of a credit card. Pay-
ing only this negligible
fraction may help avert im-
mediate late-payment pe-
nalties and default notices.
However, it allows the bulk
of your debt to linger and
compound. 

Crucially, carrying a due
attracts interest and simul-
taneously revokes the in-
terest-free grace period for
subsequent purchases.
Any new spend begins ac-
cruing interest charges im-
mediately at typical annual
rates of 36% to 42%, com-

pounded monthly, until
the entire bill is cleared in
full. If the minimum-due
route is a slow leak, ignor-
ing the bill payment entire-
ly is an outright rupture.
Failing to pay the mini-
mum due carries far more
severe consequences. 

The bank would imme-
diately �ag the account as
overdue, levying hefty late-
payment penalties on top
of the standard charges. If
the default crosses a stipu-
lated time, the bank re-
ports the delinquency to
CIBIL and other credit bu-
reaus, leaving a long-last-
ing scar on your score.

When the bill is bulky,
cardholders often lean to-
wards another tempting
escape hatch: easy EMIs.
Converting a purchase into
equated monthly instal-
ments does not erase the
cost; rather, it locks you in-
to a high-margin contract. 

You forfeit the upfront
discounts that are often
bundled with full pay-
ment, while a relentless
18% GST is slapped onto
the interest portion of ev-
ery single EMI. 

By splitting past impulse
purchases across future
months, you silently mort-
gage your upcoming cash
�ows. The bitter truth: the

thrill of owning fades fast,
but the bill of burden goes
on and on. 

Paying your bill on time
is only half the battle. Even
if you are punctual in clear-
ing the bills, it’s not a total
�nancial hygiene. When
the usage on your card is
close to its ceiling, you trig-
ger an alarm button inside
credit bureaus. Lenders
gauge your �nancial stabil-
ity through credit utilisa-
tion, and crossing the 30%
threshold paints a picture
of being cash hungry. Even
if you do not default pay-
ment, a high usage of cre-
dit erodes your CIBIL score
rating, transforming rou-
tine swipes into a hidden
roadblock when you even-
tually apply for a home or
vehicle loan. 

Gliding your credit card
smoothly into an ATM for
quick cash would force you
to endure a rough patch
with huge money leaks.

On most credit cards,
cash withdrawals carry ze-
ro grace period, meaning
standard interest rates of
36 to 42% begin com-
pounding moments after
the currency is dispensed.
Even on select promotion-
al cards that tout an inter-
est-free window, the �xed
fees bite hard. 

For instance, banks
usually cap single ATM
withdrawals at ₹10,000
while levying a �at process-
ing fee of around ₹199 plus
GST on every single at-
tempt. Therefore, a re-
quirement of ₹50,000 forc-
es you to glide into the
vending tunnel �ve times,
instantly draining roughly
over ₹1,000 in raw process-
ing charges alone.

The reward ruse
While disciplined spending
yields genuine perks, swip-
ing mindlessly just to earn
reward points is a losing
strategy. Banks routinely
alter redemption ratios,
quietly eroding the real va-
lue of accumulated points.
Furthermore, �at redemp-
tion processing fees and
GST can easily consume
smaller claims. 

Swiping your card
across international bor-
ders or on a few global
websites comes with a si-
lent surcharge. Every over-
seas transaction triggers a
forex markup fee, typically
between 1.5 and 3.5%, with
a relentless 18% GST
slapped onto that fee. 

Despite the mine�eld of
hidden charges, a credit
card isn’t an inherent
curse. Securing a card with
zero annual fees and join-
ing fees, waived forex mar-
kups, a generous interest-
free window, and substan-
tial reward points can turn
routine spending into ge-
nuine savings. 

(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certi�ed Wealth
Manager and certi�ed in
NISM’s Research Analyst
module) 

Paying the price: The litmus test comes knocking much later, after the swipes have ended: a shocking bill. 

Swiping in dark: The hidden
cost of plastic money 

It’s easy to swipe a card to satisfy a desire and gratify an impulse. However, unmindful swipes 

can accumulate into a mountain of debt, take a toll on monthly budget, and derail �nancial goals

COST OF CONVENIENCE

Vaishali R Venkat Converting a purchase
into equated monthly
instalments does not
erase the cost; rather, it
locks you into a
high-margin contract

The minimum-due loop
is one of the most
deceptive traps of a
credit card. It allows the
bulk of your debt to
linger and compound 
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MONEYWISE

T
he Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) recently
allowed equity funds to invest

up to 35% of their residual portfolio in
non-equity investments. 

In this article, we look at the
implication of this regulation on your
core portfolios.

When you invest in an equity fund,
you expect to get equity exposure.
Take large-cap active funds. 

According to SEBI’s regulation, such
funds must invest not less than 80% in
large-cap stocks. That gives these funds
room to wander into mid-cap and
small-cap space. Large-cap active funds
typically invest in mid-cap stocks for
the residual allocation (not more than
20%). The recent SEBI regulation
allows these funds to also invest in gold
ETFs, silver ETFs and Infrastructure
Investment Trusts (InvITs). The
rationale is that gold and silver could
perform well when equity market
declines sharply. 

So, investing in non-equity
investments could provide these funds
a way to stabilize their portfolios when
equity market turns volatile. Equity
funds may or may not choose to invest
in these non-equity investments. How
does this regulation impact your
investments? Take core portfolios that
you create to achieve your life goals.
You may have taken exposure to
large-cap active funds and bank
deposits to ful�l your equity and bond
allocations. In addition, you may have
also invested in gold and silver ETFs in
the belief that the prices of these
metals will increase steadily over the
long term. Alternatively, you may be
actively trading in gold and silver ETFs
as part of your satellite portfolio. But
what if the large-cap active fund you
invested in takes also exposure to gold
and silver ETFs? 

You may have unintentionally
created more exposure to these metals-
your direct exposure to such ETFs and
indirect exposure through the active
equity funds. Though the investment in
non-equity does not a�ect the tax
treatment of your investments in these
equity funds, your asset allocation can
become somewhat skewed.

Conclusion
Despite the SEBI regulation, equity
funds have typically maintained their
equity allocation. That may change in
the future. If you are concerned about
equity funds taking exposure to
non-equity investments, you can
consider investing in index funds or
equity ETFs. As passive products, index
funds and equity ETFs are required to
mirror their benchmark index. 

That means their portfolio will
contain the same stocks in the same
weights as the benchmark index. So,
you will get your intended exposure to
an equity index.

(The author o�ers training
programmes for individuals to manage
their personal investments)

Implication
of residual
investments
on core
portfolios

THINKINVESTOR

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

Send queries on personal finance and

investing to the moneywise@thehindu.co.in

ID. Our experts in personal finance will

respond to select queries, but will not give

specific recommendations for investment

in a particular mutual fund, share or fixed

deposit.

Personal Loans
Rates and Charges Loan amount 5 lakh

Tenure 5 years

Loan amount 1 lakh

Tenure 5 years

(% of loan amount)

Name of Lender Interest Rate (%) EMI (Rs) EMI (Rs) Processing fee

Axis Bank 8.90 onwards 10,355 onwards 2,071 onwards Up to 2%

Bajaj Finserv 10.00-30.50 10,624-16,177 2,125-3,235 Up to 4.13%

Bank of Baroda* 10.40-18.05 10,722-12,710 2,144-2,542 Up to 2% (Max. Rs 10,000)

Bank of India 11.10-16.15 10,896-12,199 2,179-2,440 Up to 1% (Min. Rs 250; Max. Rs 15,000)

Bank of Maharashtra 10.00-15.25 10,264-11,961 2,125-2,392 Up to 1% (Max. Rs 10,000)

Canara Bank 9.95-16.00 10,621-12,159 2,122-2,432 0.25% (Rs. 500 - Rs. 2,500)

Central Bank of India 11.50 onwards 10,996 onwards 2,199 onwards Up to 1%

Federal Bank 11.75 - 18.99 11,059 - 12,968 2,212 - 2,594 Up to 3%

HDFC Bank 9.99 onwards 10,621 onwards 2,124 onwards Up to Rs 6,500

HSBC Bank 9.70 onwards 10,562 onwards 2,112 onwards Up to 1%

ICICI Bank 9.99 onwards 10,621 onwards 2,124 onwards Up to 2%

IDFC FIRST Bank 9.99 onwards 10,621 onwards 2,124 onwards NIL

Indian Overseas Bank 10.50 onwards 10,747 onwards 2,149 onwards Up to 0.75%

IndusInd Bank 10.49 onwards 10,744 onwards 2,149 onwards Up to 3.5%

(2% for instant 

personal loans for

limited period)

Kotak Mahindra Bank 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Up to 5%

Poonawalla Fincorp 9.99 onwards 10,621 onwards 2,124 onwards Up to 4%

Punjab & Sind Bank 9.90-14.05 10,599-11,764 2,120-2,353 0.50%-1%

Punjab National Bank 10.50-17.05 10,747-12,440 2,149-2,488 Up to 1%

State Bank of India 10.00-15.00 10,624-11,895 2,125-2,379 NIL

Tata Capital 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Flat Rs. 49

UCO Bank 10.20 - 13.45 10,673-11,492 2,135-2,298 Up to 1% (Min. Rs 750)

Union Bank of India 9.15 - 12.90 10,416-11,351 2,083-2,270 Up to 1% (Max. Rs 7,500)

*Interest concession of 0.10% to customers opting for group credit life insurance.

Car Loans
Rates and Charges Loan amount 5 lakh

Tenure 5 years

(% of loan amount)

Name of Lender Interest Rate (%) EMI (Rs) Processing fee

Bank of Baroda 7.85 - 11.55 10,102 - 11.009 Up to Rs. 2,000

Bank of India 7.85-12.55 10,102 - 11,262 Up to 0.25% (Rs. 2,500 - Rs. 10,000)

Bank of Maharashtra* 7.70-12.00 10,067 - 11,122 Nil

Canara Bank** 7.70-11.70 10,067 - 11,047 0.25% ( Rs 1,000 - Rs 5,000)

Central Bank of India 7.75-9.55 10,078 - 10,513 NIL (Till 31.12.2026)

HDFC Bank 8.25 onwards 10,198 onwards Up to 0.5% (Rs. 3,500 - Rs. 8,000)

ICICI Bank 8.40 onwards 10,234 onwards Up to Rs. 8,500 

IDFC FIRST Bank 8.99 onwards 10,377 onwards Up to 5%

Indian Bank 7.75 onwards 10,031 - 11,034 Nil

Indian Overseas Bank 7.80-12.00 10,090 - 11,122 NIL

Karnataka Bank 8.16-11.66 10,177 - 11,037 Up to 0.60% (Rs. 2,500 - Rs. 11,000)

Punjab and Sind Bank*** 7.55-14.30 10,031 - 11,712 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 15,000)

Punjab National Bank 7.85-10.95 10,102 - 10,859 Up to 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 1,500)

State Bank of India 8.45 - 9.50 10,246 - 10,501 Rs. 500 - Rs. 2,000

UCO Bank 7.70-10.25 10,067 - 10,685 0.5% (Max. Rs 5,000)

Union Bank of India 7.75-10.25 10,078 - 10,685 Up to Rs 1,000

*0.25% rate cut for home loan borrowers/customers with 6 months banking relationship 

**100% waiver on processing fee till December 31

***Concession of up to 50% on processing fee for PSB Apna Vahan Sugam

Rates and charges as on October 21 Source: Paisabazaar.com

I
n the previous instalment of
Cover Note (October 5, 2026,
Policy ‘excess’ does not mean

more for you), we saw that an excess
or deductible means the �rst portion
of an admissible claim that you must
bear yourself.

But why excess? In a motor policy
covering a ₹20 lakh car, what
di�erence does a few thousand rupees
make? Why do some health policies
require a co-payment?

One reason, as we saw, is to
discourage small claims and reduce
the time and administrative costs of
processing them.

Suppose your excess is ₹1,000 and
your loss is ₹2,500. You may decide
that making a ₹1,500 claim isn't worth
the trouble, or you may go ahead. The
excess thus in�uences not only how
much the insurer pays, but also
whether a claim is made at all.

No-claim bonus
There is another reason to think twice
before making small claims, especially
under motor and health policies. It
has nothing to do with excess. It is the
no-claim bonus, or NCB.

The NCB rewards claim-free years,
either through a discount on renewal
premium or an increase in the sum
insured, depending on the type of
policy. And this matters to you
because making a claim may mean
losing some or all of the accumulated
bonus.

Consider a car policy with an
annual own-damage (OD) premium of
₹10,000 before NCB and an
accumulated bonus of 50%. You
would normally pay ₹5,000 for the
OD renewal, assuming the base
premium remains unchanged. But if
you make an admissible own-damage
claim, even for ₹2,000, you could lose
the entire NCB and have to pay
₹10,000 instead.

That is ₹5,000 in lost discount for a
claim of ₹2,000!

When to make a claim
So, you should make a claim only if
what you stand to receive exceeds the
no-claim bonus.

Of course, health insurance NCB
provisions work di�erently, and some
motor policies o�er NCB protection.
So, check your policy to see what
happens to your bonus when you
claim. Compare the possible loss of
NCB with the amount you stand to
receive and make an informed
decision. But excess serves a purpose
beyond discouraging small claims.

Insurance is founded, among other
things, on the expectation that the
insured will behave as a prudent
uninsured — taking reasonable care to
prevent losses and minimise their
consequences.

Just as the insurer is your partner in
misfortune, you should endeavour to
be its partner in good fortune by
making every reasonable e�ort to
avoid losses. An excess reinforces this
responsibility. By ensuring that you
bear a portion of the loss, it gives you
a �nancial interest in preventing it.
You are encouraged to be as careful
with the insurer's money as you would
be with your own.

It is somewhat like the margin you
contribute when taking a housing
loan. The lender �nances most of the
purchase, but your own money is also
at stake.

Speci�ed risks
The larger idea is that insurance is not
intended to take every �nancial
consequence of every loss o� your
hands. It provides protection against
speci�ed risks, while leaving you
responsible for the portion you have
agreed to retain.

An excess, therefore, is not
necessarily a shortcoming in
insurance protection. It is part of how
that protection is designed.

(The writer is a business journalist
specialising in insurance and corporate
history)

‘Excess’:
Insured, 
but still
responsible

K. Nitya Kalyani

COVERNOTE

ILLUSTRATION: SAINATH B.
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X

An Israeli drone strike on a university in Gaza City killed three

people on Sunday, Al Shifa hospital operating in the Gaza Strip said.

Gaza civil defence spokesman Mahmoud Bassal said four other

people were killed on Sunday, two in an air strike in Khan Yunis, one

in Deir al Balah and one in the Gaza Strip. AFP

Israeli air strikes kill several across
the Gaza Strip, say local authorities

GAZA CITY

AFP
X

French groups called on Sunday for demonstrations on October 31

and November 5 as they sought to maintain pressure on Emmanuel

Macron’s government after a security operation helped contain

unrest during rallies on Saturday. The Interior Ministry said 410,000

people took part in the marches and 1,314 were arrested. REUTERS

French groups plan more rallies to
maintain pressure on Macron govt.

PARIS

REUTERS
X

Venezuelan Opposition figure and Nobel Peace Prize winner Maria

Corina Machado returned to her home country on Sunday after

nearly a year in exile. “I am here. With you,” Ms. Machado said on X.

It was her first appearance since the U.S. military deposed the

country’s then-President Nicolas Maduro in January. AFP

After months in exile, Venezuelan
leader Machado returns home

CARACAS

AP
X

U.K. Prime Minster Andy Burnham indicated he was open to

readopting the EU’s free movement rules as part of Britain’s future

relationship with the bloc, said a report on Sunday. Mr. Burnham

told the Sunday Times the country should have an “honest

discussion” about how immigration has changed since Brexit. AFP

U.K. PM Burnham calls for ‘honest
discussion’ on EU free movement

LONDON

AP

I
ran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said
on Sunday that a po-

tential resumption of war
with Israel and the United
States would not change
his country’s positions. 

The remarks come amid
mounting U.S. and Israeli
threats of renewed attacks
on Iran, as President Do-
nald Trump said on Friday
that Washington “may do
another little Epic Fury,”
referring to the U.S.-Israeli
campaign on Iran that be-
gan on February 28. 

“Recently, there has
been talk of a new war, but
I am already thinking
about the post-war period.
Whether there is war or
not, our policies remain
the same,” said Mr. Aragh-
chi in Tehran. 

“They have already
done so twice and have
seen the results. If they
want to try again, they
know they will achieve no
di�erent outcome from
those of the past.”

An April 8 cease�re put
an end to the most intense
�ghting, apart from spo-

radic exchanges of �re in
and around the strategic
Strait of Hormuz, a key
route for global energy
supplies. 

Iran has claimed control
over the strait since the
outbreak of the war and
has regularly targeted ves-
sels that attempt crossing
without its authorisation.
In response, the U.S. has
been maintaining a naval
counter-blockade on Ira-
nian ports.

In June, Iran agreed
with the U.S. to a memo-
randum of understanding
laying out a pathway to a
permanent settlement of
the con�ict, only for the

deal to later unravel as
each side accused the oth-
er of violating it. Tehran
has since called for a re-
turn to the accord to end
the con�ict. 

“The current war has
changed everything. We
must accept that new reali-
ties are taking hold. Ship-
ping routes through the
Strait of Hormuz will no
longer be the same, and
the management of the
strait will no longer be the
same,” Mr. Araghchi said. 

“To achieve peace and
stability, our region must
move towards the com-
plete absence of foreign
forces.”

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person, Esmail Baghaei,
said Tehran has not closed
the window of diplomacy
and messages are being
passed to the U.S. via inter-
mediaries. 

State media said Mr.
Baghaei spoke in an inter-
view with a German broad-
caster. He said the U.S. per-
sist in unilateral demands
and that Mr. Trump and
U.S. o�cials repeatedly use
the phrase “complete sur-
render,” which Mr. Baghaei
said no Iranian accepts.

Calls to cut gas usage
Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf
on Sunday called for a
campaign to cut gas usage
by at least 10%, with o�-
cials anticipating shortages
as winter approaches.

While a major producer,
Iran has long su�ered shor-
tages of natural gas which
have been exacerbated by
war. 

“To get through the ap-
proaching winter, a nation-
wide e�ort is essential ... to
reduce gas consumption
by at least 10%,” Mr. Ghali-
baf said.
(With inputs from AP)

War, or no war, our policies
remain unchanged, says Iran

Mural messaging: Motorcyclists drive past a billboard depicting a

Persian legendary hero hitting U.S. aircraft carriers in Tehran. AP

We must accept the new realities, I’m already thinking about the post-war period, Araghchi says;

his remarks come as U.S. President Trump indicated on Friday plans for a new military operation

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

The Israeli military pressed
ahead with a massive mili-
tary operation in the occu-
pied West Bank on Sunday
that has displaced hun-
dreds of Palestinians in res-
ponse to a gun attack last
week that killed two Israeli
soldiers.

The operation in He-
bron, the site of Friday’s at-
tack, came as Israel enters
the �nal days before a
tense election, which is lar-
gely seen as a referendum
on Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s leader-
ship and security policies.

Land crossings closed
The Army said most Pales-
tinian workers with per-
mits will not be allowed to
enter Israeli West Bank set-
tlements on Sunday and
Monday, and crossings into
Israel will remain closed
until after Tuesday polls.

The military said it oper-
ated in more than 400 lo-
cations over the weekend
and arrested 40 Palesti-
nians it claimed were a�-
liated with militant groups. 

The Hebron municipali-
ty said the operation dis-
placed more than 2,600
people.

Israel presses
ahead with
West Bank
operation

Associated Press
TEL AVIVBrazilians began voting in

Sunday’s presidential run-
o� between incumbent
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva and Flavio Bolso-
naro, a contest that will de-
termine whether the U.S.
will signi�cantly expand its
growing in�uence in Latin
America.

Polls ahead of the vote
showed the two candi-
dates, who need more than
50% of the vote to become
Brazil’s next leader, in a
neck-and-neck race. The
election pits veteran politi-
cian Mr. Lula against Mr.
Bolsonaro, an ally of U.S.
President Donald Trump
and the son of imprisoned
former President Jair
Bolsonaro.

It is the �nal electoral
battle for Mr. Lula, who
turns 81 on October 27.

Flavio Bolsonaro bested
Mr. Lula by more than 2.2
million votes in the �rst
round of the election ear-
lier this month. 

Mr. Bolsonaro and Mr.
Lula have opposing ideo-
logical views on issues
ranging from U.S.-Brazil re-
lations and climate change
to social welfare.

A win for Mr. Bolsonaro
would signify a pivot to the
right by Latin America’s

most populous country
and its largest economy, in
a year when Mr. Trump al-
lies have notched up victo-
ries in Chile, Peru and Co-
lombia. A victory for Mr.
Lula would leave Brazil
and Mexico with left-of-
centre leaders.

Four years ago, Mr. Lula
beat Mr. Bolsonaro’s father
by the narrowest margin
since the country’s return
to democracy in 1985. 

Main concerns
Mr. Lula has faced a tough
re-election battle because
of concerns about the cost
of living and security. Mr.
Bolsonaro made a tough-
on-crime approach the
cornerstone of his cam-
paign and pledged to bring
down food costs.

“The time of real change

has arrived,” Mr. Bolsonaro
told journalists after he
voted in Rio de Janeiro.
“Brazil can’t go on another
four years on its current
trajectory.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Lula,
who is seeking a fourth
non-consecutive term,
thanked his voters for an
outpouring of support as
he voted in Sao Bernardo
do Campo, where he
kicked o� his political ca-
reer as a union leader in
the 1960s.

“It is a lot of generosity,
a lot of care, a lot of love. I
will be forever grateful,”
Mr. Lula said.

Voting in Brazil is con-
ducted electronically and
the result is usually availa-
ble within hours after poll-
ing stations close at 5 p.m.
in Brasilia. 

Lula faces Flavio as Brazil
votes in nail-biting run-o� 
Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO 

Public voice: Voters arrive by boat at a polling station in the Lago

do Catalao community in Iranduba, Amazonas state, on Sunday. AFP

Around 40 stranded Ira-
nian sailors aboard U.S.-
sanctioned oil tankers an-
chored just outside Sri
Lanka’s territorial waters
received urgent medical
treatment in the island na-
tion on Saturday, Sri Lan-
ka’s Foreign Ministry said.

Authorities facilitated
the transfer of the Iranian
sailors from their vessels to
the shore through the port
of Galle in the country’s
Southern Province, Fo-
reign A�airs Ministry spo-
kesman Thushara Rodrigo
told The Hindu. 

“We coordinated the

transfer alone as per our
humanitarian obligations.
The Iranian Embassy bore
all the expenses,” he said.

A senior o�cial at the
Iranian Embassy in Colom-

bo con�rmed the develop-
ment and said the sailors
were taken from Galle to
Colombo for medical at-
tention before leaving Sri
Lanka on Saturday night.

The development
comes a month after The
Wall Street Journal report-
ed that U.S. “pressure”
through sanctions had left
the Iranian vessels strand-
ed in Sri Lankan waters. 

At the time, the Sri Lan-
kan Foreign Ministry said
Colombo would not be ex-
tending assistance to the
sanctioned vessels, while
emphasising that the se-
condary sanctions were
part of a broader directive
from Washington, D.C. and
not speci�c to Sri Lanka. 

Denying media reports
of U.S. pressure on Sri Lan-
ka, Foreign Minister Vijitha
Herath said the Sri Lankan
government made deci-

sions “strictly protecting
the country’s sovereignty”,
even as it was prepared to
intervene appropriately on
humanitarian grounds.

Earlier this year, Sri Lan-
ka made headlines when a
U.S. submarine attacked
and sank Iranian frigate
IRIS Dena in the Indian
Ocean, o� the island’s
southern coast. At least 84
people were killed in the
torpedo attack, which sent
shockwaves across the re-
gion. Sri Lanka’s ruling An-
ura Kumara Dissanayake
administration, while reit-
erating its commitment to
a “neutral foreign policy”,
directed its Navy to evac-
uate the injured sailors. 

Iranian sailors get medical treatment in Sri Lanka
Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

A Sri Lankan Navy vessel approaches an Iranian Navy vessel during

a rescue operation, o� the coast of Colombo, in March. REUTERS

Tech tycoon Elon Musk ac-
cused Ukraine on Saturday
of violating Starlink’s terms
of service by using it for
“drone strikes to kill peo-
ple”, after tension between
Washington and Kyiv over
disruptions to the SpaceX-
made network crucial to
Ukraine’s operations.

“Ukraine military violat-
ed Starlink terms of service
and used it for o�ensive
drone strikes to kill peo-
ple,” Mr. Musk posted on

X, but added that the loo-
phole was closed. 

“Starlink’s terms have
remained consistent as a
civilian system, not a
means of killing. Violation
of those terms will result in
end of service,” he wrote.

Ukraine disputes claim
Serhii Beskrestnov, a de-
fense technology adviser
to President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy, said restrictions
on the civilian system in
Ukraine made such o�en-
sive use impossible. 

Writing on Telegram, he

said that drones operated
via the Starlink system had
a speed restriction of 70-
90 km/h within Ukraine
and did not work in Russia.

“Therefore, we cannot
use commercial Starlink
for deep or medium-range
strikes,” he said.

Earlier this month, Uk-
rainian drones connected
to Starshield lost connec-
tivity at high speeds, dis-
rupting air defenses during
Russian attacks. O�cials
said the service was res-
tored on Saturday.
(With inputs from AP)

Musk accuses Ukraine of using
Starlink for ‘killer’ drone strikes
Agence France-Presse
KYIV

Serbia recorded its highest
parliamentary election tur-
nout on Sunday in more
than three decades, as a
student-led movement
seeks to oust the party of
veteran leader Aleksandar
Vucic.

By 6:00 p.m. local time,
two hours before closure
of polls, 64.89% voters had
cast their ballots, the Sta-
tistics O�ce said. 

The snap vote is the cul-
mination of nearly two
years of student-led prot-
ests sparked by the 2024
collapse of a canopy at No-
vi Sad railway station that
killed 16 people — a tragedy
widely blamed on
corruption.

The Students’ List, a se-
lection of candidates
backed by the largely lea-
derless movement, poses
the biggest challenge to Mr.
Vucic’s right-wing populist
Serbian Progressive Party. 

Serbia goes to polls
as students seek to
unseat populist Vucic
Agence France-Presse
BELGRADE
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X

Deepti Sharma became the first Indian woman batter to score an

ODI hundred at No. 6 or lower, going past Richa Ghosh’s 94 against

South Africa in the World Cup at Visakhapatnam last year. Deepti’s

unbeaten 106 is the second highest at No. 6 or lower in the format

after Ashleigh Gardner’s 115 (Aus vs. NZ, Indore, 2025). 

Deepti the �rst Indian woman to
hit a century at No. 6 or lower

NEW HIGH

X@BCCIWOMEN
X

Deepti’s century, her second in ODIs, came 3450 days after her first

(188 vs. Ireland, 2017). It is the second-longest gap between ODI

hundreds after South African Marizanne Kapp’s 3867 days. This is

also the third-longest gap in women’s cricket across formats after

England’s Molly Hide (5117 days between her two Test tons).

Deepti’s three-�gure knock in ODIs
comes after second-longest gap 

SIGH OF RELIEF

X@BCCIWOMEN
X

Harmanpreet Kaur and Deepti Sharma’s 153-run stand in the

second ODI against Zimbabwe is India’s highest partnership for the

fifth wicket or lower in women’s ODIs. The previous best was the

122-run association between Sneh Rana and Pooja Vastrakar

against Pakistan in the 2022 World Cup. 

Harmanpreet-Deepti forge a
record partnership for India 

TWO TO TANGO

X@BCCIWOMEN
X

I just want to enjoy myself on the field. The key is to keep batting

and enjoying myself... good to see that I am hitting the ball well. At

the end of the day, that’s what I want from myself. It wasn’t a true

wicket, it was holding a bit. The idea was to keep batting, and that

gave us the result today — Harmanpreet Kaur.

The key is to keep batting and
enjoying myself: Harmanpreet

CLARITY

X@BCCIWOMEN

P
icture this. Har-
manpreet Kaur and
Deepti Sharma

scored centuries to power
India to a big win. Now ask
yourself: which of the two
blazed her way to triple �-
gures? If your gut said Har-
manpreet, it failed you.

On a sweltering Sunday
at the BCA Stadium in Ko-
tambi, the second ODI
against Zimbabwe turned
the script on its head. A
restrained Harmanpreet
played the artisan while
Deepti played destroyer,
with their record-breaking
153-run �fth-wicket stand
laying the foundation of In-
dia’s 121-run win and unas-
sailable 2-0 lead. 

India was stuttering at
19 for two in the third over
— Smriti Mandhana and
Shafali Verma both un-
done by Nomvelo Siban-
da’s short-ball ploy — when
Harmanpreet joined Prati-
ka Rawal.

Pratika, fresh from a
hundred in the �rst ODI,
and Harmanpreet added
124 o� 118 balls. The former
looked set for another ton
when Nyasha Gwanzura
deceived her with a change
of pace. Tejal Hasabnis fol-

lowed soon after.
But Harmanpreet re-

mained unfazed, aided by
a fearless Deepti who ar-
rived as if stepping in for a
net session.

Audacious, classical
As many as 32 of the pair’s
�rst 47 runs came through
Deepti’s audacious shots
on the leg-side while Har-
manpreet whipped out a
catalogue of puritanical

drives and cuts on the
o�-side.

When the century
came, celebrations oddly
didn’t. Neither did tears,
like the 91 she scored in the
third T20I had drawn out
of her. Deepti, too, even-
tually braved a slowdown
to reach her second ODI
century in the �nal over —
nine years after her �rst —
helping India set an intimi-
dating 329-run target.

Modester Mupachikwa’s
sprightly start, despite los-
ing Loryn Phiri early, gave
Zimbabwe hope. 

With support from Chi-
po Mugeri-Tiripano, the
Lady Chevrons got to 100
in just 19 overs, helped by
India’s worrying inability
to take wickets, especially
the seamers. Sayali Sat-
ghare �nally succeeded in
breaching Mugeri-Tiripa-
no’s defence. 

Left-arm spinner Vaish-
navi Sharma’s guile and
persistence then took cen-
trestage. She removed Mu-
pachikwa for her maiden
ODI wicket before dismis-
sing Beloved Biza, Michelle
Mavunga and skipper Jose-
phine Nkomo in a cluster. 

Deepti ran through the
tail before Jintimani Kalita
opened her account in the
format. 

While Zimbabwe ticked

one box by crossing 200,
its bid to last the full 50 ov-
ers was yet to be achieved. 

The scores: India 328/6 in 50
overs (Pratika Rawal 61,
Harmanpreet Kaur 126, Deepti
Sharma 106 n.o.) bt Zimbabwe
207 in 48.5 overs (Modester
Mupachikwa 49, Chipo
Mugeri-Tiripano 46, Beloved Biza
34, Deepti 3/32, Vaishnavi
Sharma 4/39).

Toss: India; PoM: Harmanpreet.

Third ODI: October 28, 2 p.m. 

Both slam centuries to power the home team past the 300-run mark; the spinners, led by Vaishnavi, run through the visitor’s line-up

ZIMBABWE IN INDIA

Harmanpreet, Deepti on �re as
India seals emphatic series win

Lavanya L.
VADODARA

Heavyweights: Harmanpreet and Deepti put the Zimbabwe attack to the sword before Vaishnavi spun a web around the batters. X@BCCIWOMEN

New Zealand has made
several changes to its
squad for the remaining
matches of the T20I series
against India, with pacers
Lockie Ferguson and Matt
Henry among those set to
miss games as part of wor-
kload management.

Ferguson will rejoin the
squad for the fourth and
�fth T20Is while Henry will
stay in Christchurch and
link up with the ODI out�t
on November 2. 

Kyle Jamieson will re-
main in Wellington after
the third T20I here on
Tuesday and turn out for
Canterbury in the second
round of the Ford Trophy
before rejoining for the
ODI series. Blair Tickner
will join the T20I squad in
Wellington for the �nal
three clashes while Josh
Clarkson will link up with
the team in Auckland for
the last two games.

Matt Fisher will travel
with the squad to Welling-
ton as cover for the third
T20I before returning to
the New Zealand-A squad.

New Zealand
rotates pacers
to manage
workload
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P.V. Sindhu put up a spirit-
ed �ght before going down
to world No. 1 An Se-young
of South Korea and �nish-
ing runner-up at the
French Open Super 750
tournament here on Sun-
day. The Indian lost 21-16,
11-21, 12-21 to Se-young,
who clinched her fourth
French Open title and 11th
crown of the season. 

Sindhu used her reach
and attacking strokes to
take the opening game in
20 minutes. 

It was only the second
time in her career that she
had managed to take a
game o� the Olympic gold
medallist, whom she has
never beaten in 11 meetings
so far.

Se-young moved to a 3-0
lead while Sindhu reduced
the de�cit to 5-7 when the
Korean sprayed a shot

wide. But the 24-year-old
clinched a superb 30-shot
rally to take a four-point
advantage at the break. A
slew of errors from Sindhu
followed as Se-young
earned 12 game points be-
fore pocketing it on the
fourth attempt. 

Exciting rallies
The two played some excit-
ing rallies in the decider.
Sindhu had to contend
with not only Se-young’s
quality but also the side
drift. 

A 36-shot exchange end-
ed with the Indian going
wide, but she kept �ghting
and established a three-
point lead at 8-5.

The top-ranked shuttler,
however, caught up at 8-8.
After securing a two-point
cushion at the interval, Se-
young continued to stamp
her authority and ran away
with the contest. 

A long shot gave the Ko-
rean eight match points,
and she sealed the title at
the �rst opportunity.

Tough nut to crack: Sindhu’s wait for a win over Se-young

extended to 11 matches. BADMINTON PHOTO
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Sindhu fails to solve the
Se-young puzzle again

FRENCH OPEN

Manchester United
slumped further into crisis
with a 0-3 home defeat to
Bournemouth on Sunday,
which plunged Michael
Carrick’s future as manag-
er into doubt.

Carrick’s bold decision
to drop captain Bruno Fer-
nandes back�red as defeat
stretched United’s winless
run to eight games and left
it 16th in the Premier
League, just one point
above the relegation zone.

Alexander Isak extend-
ed his hot streak in Liver-
pool’s 2-0 win against
Brighton. Liverpool struck
twice in quick succession
in the �rst half, with Pascal

Gross’ own goal followed
by Isak’s latest strike.

The results: Premier League:

Crystal Palace 0 lost to Newcastle
2 (Osula 47, Barnes 58); Liverpool
2 (Gross 17-og, Isak 21) bt
Brighton 0; Manchester United 0
lost to Bournemouth 3 (Rayan 38,
Tavernier 43, Evanilson 71).

Serie A: Inter Milan 2 (Thuram
90+1, Zielinski 90+8-pen) bt
Fiorentina 1 (Jimenez 65).

Bundesliga: Freiburg 1 (Bischof
82-og) lost to Bayern Munich 3
(Upamecano 16, Gnabry 42, Olise
90+5).

On Saturday: LaLiga: Valencia 1
(Pepelu 38-pen) lost to Villarreal 2
(Freeman 69, Mikautadze 90+6);
Atletico Madrid 1 (Alvarez 48) bt
Deportivo La Coruna 0.

Serie A: Napoli 3 (Anguissa 28,
McTominay 48, 83) drew with
Roma 3 (Soule 70, Balerdi 74, 89);
Lazio 2 (Taylor 51, Diego Carlos
58-og) bt Parma 1 (Lontani 90+5).

Bundesliga:

Borussia Dortmund 1 (Beier 80)
bt Eintracht Frankfurt 0.

Man United sinks,
Liverpool takes �ight

Agence France-Presse
MANCHESTER

EURO LEAGUES

On target: Rayan starts o� Bournemouth’s scoring against United

in the 38th minute. AFP

England snatched defeat
from the jaws of victory
again to leave its tri-series
�nal hopes hanging by a
thread as Shadab Khan’s
heroics scripted a stunning
one-wicket win for Pakis-
tan here on Sunday.

After Sri Lanka chased
down 430 to win in Rawal-
pindi, England’s bowlers
were on course to bounce
back when they reduced
Pakistan to 154 for nine in
pursuit of 242. 

But Shadab (113 n.o.,
96b, 13x4, 5x6) had other

ideas. With just No. 11 Haris
Rauf for company, all-
rounder Shadab showed
the urgency lacking from
his top-order colleagues to
register his maiden inter-
national hundred and take
Pakistan home with 17 balls
to spare.

Earlier, paceman Sha-
heen Afridi grabbed four
wickets to limit England to
241. Ben Duckett (105) pro-
duced a �ghting century af-
ter the visitors slipped to 19
for three. 

The scores:

England 241 in 46.4 overs
(Duckett 105, Curran 42, Afridi
4/46) lost to Pakistan 243/9 in
47.1 overs (Shadab 113 n.o.,
Overton 3/43). 

Toss: Pakistan; PoM: Shadab.

Cool customer: Shadab is over the moon after piloting Pakistan

home in tailender Rauf’s company. REUTERS

Agencies
LAHORE 

Ton-up Shadab
scripts incredible
win for Pakistan 

ODI TRI-SERIES The best part about Denso
Iris ( Japan) is that it did not
rely solely on its foreign
imports, unlike most
teams in the FIBA Wo-
men’s Basketball League
Asia at the Sree Kanteerava
Indoor Stadium here. In-
stead, it thrived on collec-
tive e�ort, with every
player contributing and
the foreigners comple-
menting the team’s overall
game.

On Sunday, in the �nal
against favourite Sichuan
Yuanda Meile (China), it
underlined the strength of
that approach. Iris’ com-
manding 81-63 victory over
the Chinese side was a po-
werful vindication of its

philosophy. It became the
�rst team from Japan to
win the title.

Sichuan, heavily depen-
dent on American Chenne-
dy Carter and Australian
Sara Blicavs, struggled to
�nd its attacking rhythm.
Carter was disquali�ed ear-
ly in the second quarter af-
ter picking up two techni-
cal fouls, while Blicavs was
not at her best. With Iris’s
defence denying it the
space to operate freely, Si-
chuan found it increasingly
di�cult to raise the tempo.

Iris’ disciplined ap-
proach and sustained in-
tensity were re�ected in
the way it built its advan-
tage quarter after quarter,
moving from 24-20 after
the �rst quarter to 43-36 at
half-time before sealing an
81-63 victory.

The 37-year-old Maki Ta-
kada, a three-time Olym-

pian, was a striking exam-
ple of experience
triumphing over age. 

Neither exceptionally
quick nor overly aggres-
sive, the veteran centre re-
lied on composure, sound
positioning to �nish as the
game’s top scorer with 23
points, including seven
two-pointers and a three-
pointer. G. Parameshwara,
Deputy Chief Minister of
Karnataka, gave away the
prizes.

The results: Final: Denso Iris
(Japan) 81 (Maki Takada 23,
Haruna Kasagi 15, Mai Kawai 13)
bt Sichuan Yuanda Meile (China)
63 (Sara Blicavs 18, Gao Song 12,
Chennedy Carter 11).

Third-place match:

Cathay Life Tigers (Chinese
Taipei) 73 (Shelbynal Cheyanne
Cheslek 24, Penina Davidson 20)
bt KB Stars (South Korea) 68
(Yunjeong Na 22, Yeeun Heo 18,
Yunha Song 15).

Denso Iris reigns supreme 

K. Keerthivasan
BENGALURU

Flying high: Denso proved too good for Sichuan in the summit clash. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
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India continued its winning run at the inaugural
FIFA U15 World Cup & Festival Azerbaijan 2026,
defeating Cameroon 2-1 in its second Group K
match in Baku on Sunday.

The result: India 2 (Fareil Ngobo 1-og, R Lalremruatfela 27) bt
Cameroon 1 (Muhammad Sohil Khan 20-og).

India beats Cameroon at FIFA
U15 World Cup & Festival

Ranji Trophy: day 1, JioHotstar, 9 a.m.

ISL: Sony LIV app, 7.30 p.m.

LaLiga: FanCode, 1.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

New Zealand-A vs India-A: First ‘Test’ day 4, Sony Sports
Ten 1 & LIV, 3.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Elite: Group A: Baroda vs.
Jammu & Kashmir (Vadodara);
Madhya Pradesh vs. Bihar
(Indore); Vidarbha vs. Goa
(Nagpur); Pondicherry vs. Uttar
Pradesh (Puducherry).
Group B: Andhra vs.
Chhattisgarh (Vijayawada);
Hyderabad vs. Punjab
(Hyderabad); Karnataka vs.
Tripura (Mysuru); Saurashtra vs.
Assam (Rajkot).
Group C: Jharkhand vs. Delhi
(Ranchi); Odisha vs. Services

(Bhubaneswar); Maharashtra vs.
Gujarat (Pune); Kerala vs. Bengal
(Thiruvananthapuram).

Group D: Uttarakhand vs.
Rajasthan (Dehradun); Tamil
Nadu vs. Railways (Chennai);
Chandigarh vs. Himachal
Pradesh (Chandigarh); Mumbai
vs. Haryana (Mumbai).

Plate: Sikkim vs. Nagaland
(Rangpo); Manipur vs. Arunachal
Pradesh (Ahmedabad); Mizoram
vs. Meghalaya (Nadiad).

RANJI TROPHY - THIRD ROUND SCHEDULE
�

England’s record Test wicket-taker James
Anderson will leave Lancashire after the club
announced on Sunday that it would not renew
his contract, casting doubts over the
44-year-old’s future. “I’ve supported Lancashire
since I was a kid, and to play for them for 25
years was a dream come true,” Anderson said on
social media. “I have always found it special
walking out to play at Old Tra�ord and have
some incredible memories of doing so, including
the honour of being captain.” Anderson revealed
that the decision to part ways with the club had
been taken out of his hands. “If it was up to me it
wouldn’t have ended like this, but I wish the
players and fans all the best for the future”.

James Anderson’s future
unclear after Lancashire exit

INBRIEF
�

World No. 1 Elena Rybakina won her fourth title
of an outstanding season with a ruthless
straight-sets victory over Leylah Fernandez in the
Ningbo Open �nal on Sunday. The top seed and
defending champion cruised to a 6-2, 6-2 win in
73 minutes over the World No. 30 from Canada.
Rybakina, the Australian and US Open champion,
collected her 15th WTA crown in all and went a
long way towards securing the year-end
number-one ranking.

Rybakina beats Fernandez,
wins fourth title of the season 

India’s Yuki Bhambri won his �rst ATP Tour title
of the 2026 season, partnering Ryan Seggerman
of USA to clinch the Almaty Open with a thrilling
7-6(3), 6-7(1), [10-2] victory over top seeds Lucas
Miedler and Neil Oberleitner of Austria on
Sunday. This victory at the ATP 250 tournament
fetched Yuki his �fth career doubles title on the
ATP Tour.

Yuki clinches doubles title 
at Almaty Open

L
ike many of the
newer cricket stadi-
ums in India, the

JSCA International Stadi-
um Complex, on the out-
skirts of Ranchi, bears a
state-of-the-art look. The
stands are spick and span,
the out�eld is lush green,
and the north pavilion,
whose walls are adorned
with photos of greats like
Sir Don Bradman, Sir Gar-
ry Sobers, Sir Viv Richards
and the city’s very own
M.S. Dhoni (the south pavi-
lion at the ground is named
after him), has �rst-rate
amenities for its members.

When the swanky ve-
nue, which has hosted in-
ternational cricket since
2013, stages the Ranji Tro-
phy encounter between
Jharkhand and Delhi from
Sunday, both teams will

eye a spruce-up to make up
for their middling starts. 

While the host is �fth in
Group C with four points
from two matches, Ayush

Badoni & Co., languishing
at sixth, have three points
in their kitty.

At home in the previous
round, Delhi had to bust a

gut in the pursuit of a �rst-
innings lead in a high-scor-
ing draw against Gujarat.
After amassing 648 for six
declared, the seven-time

champion toiled for 174.1
overs on a �at deck to res-
trict the opponent to 479. 

With the bowling unit
likely to be a tad jaded in
the aftermath, Delhi has
made a few tweaks to the
squad for this away outing.
Pacer Navdeep Saini, who
played the �rst two games
without eye-catching re-
turns, has been rested
while uncapped left-arm
spinner Aman Chaudhary
has been drafted in.

Jharkhand will have to

make at least one change
not of its own will. It has
been forced upon Virat
Singh’s team by the promo-
tion of in-form opener
Shikhar Mohan to the In-
dia-A squad for the ongo-
ing tour of New Zealand. 

The 21-year-old left-
hand batter peeled o� a
couple of centuries in
Jharkhand’s �rst two Ranji
games, and has been duly
rewarded in recognition of
his good form stretching
back to last season.

While the host is �fth in Group C with four points from two matches, Ayush Badoni & Co., languishing at sixth, have three points in their kitty.

RANJI TROPHY

Jharkhand and Delhi eye a spruce-up
after middling start to the season

Vivek Krishnan
RANCHI

Leading by example: Delhi skipper Badoni, who scored a century in the last game, will hope to carry 

on the good form. FILE PHOTO: J. ALLEN EGENUSE 

Lalit kept India’s hopes of a rare Greco-Roman
World Championships medal alive by advancing
to the bronze-medal bout with a convincing 7-0
victory over American Max Emiliano Nowry in
Astana. He will take on Kazakhstan’s Iskhar
Kurbayev in the bronze medal play-o�, with an
opportunity to add to India’s limited success in
Greco-Roman wrestling at the global level.
Sandeep Tulsi Yadav is the only Indian to win a
World Championship medal, in 2013, claiming a
bronze. However, it was a disappointing day for
three other Indian wrestlers, including Asian
Games silver medallist Nitesh Siwach, who fell by
the wayside. 

Lalit enters bronze-medal
bout, three other Indians lose 

Devdutt Padikkal and Sai
Sudharsan batted resolute-
ly to guide India-A to 106
for two in its second in-
nings even as the openers
came up with yet another
disappointing show on the
second day of the �rst
‘Test’ against New Zea-
land-A here on Sunday.

Yashasvi Jaiswal and
K.L. Rahul �opped for the
second time in the match,
leaving India-A reeling at
10 for two, before Padikkal
(56 batting o� 89 balls,
9x4) and Sai Sudharsan (39
batting o� 104 balls, 5x4)
stabilised the innings with
an unbeaten 96-run third-
wicket stand. 

Padikkal was the aggres-
sor while Sai Sudharsan
played second �ddle.

India-A, which was bow-
led out for a meagre 113 in

the �rst essay, trails New
Zealand-A by 98 runs with
two days of play
remaining.

Earlier, the home team
was all out for 317 after re-
suming at 135 for three. 

Dean Foxcroft (51)
struck a half-century while
Kristian Clarke (42), in at
No. 9, also contributed to
help New Zealand-A secure
a �rst-innings advantage in
excess of 200. 

Too many extras
The India-A bowlers lacked
discipline throughout,
conceding an alarming 46
runs in extras.

The pace duo of Anshul
Kamboj (three for 52) and
Auqib Nabi (three for 69)
shared six wickets between
them while Akash Deep ac-
counted for two batters. 

The scores: India-A 113 & 106/2
in 36 overs (Devdutt Padikkal 56
batting) vs. New Zealand-A 317 in
89.3 overs (Rhys Mariu 76, Curtis
Heaphy 44, Dean Foxcroft 51,
Kristian Clarke 42).

Padikkal, Sai Sudharsan
rescue India-A after
openers’ poor show

INDIA-A IN NZ

Press Trust of India
LINCOLN

The Nehru Stadium turned
yellow once again. After a
long, long time.

The Yellow Army was
back in full strength for
Kerala Blasters’ opening
home �xture of the ISL sea-
son on Sunday night. The
fans began making noise
long before the match
against Mumbai City FC
started. And they got loud-
er, and louder. 

All that must have
sounded music to the ears
of the Blasters men out on
the �eld; they hadn’t
played before a crowd like
that for any match last sea-
son. And the match was a
fascinating one, too. But,
sadly, it didn’t produce
even a single goal. Both
teams had enough oppor-
tunities, though.

A combination of solid
defending, some splendid
saves by the goalkeepers
and some inept �nishing

ensured the match ended
in a goalless draw. After the
crushing defeat to North-
East United in the last
match, coach Ashley West-
wood must have been hop-
ing for a win at home for
the Blasters. He must have
been disappointed; his
counterpart, Manolo Mar-
quez, would have been the
happier of the two to take
the one point.

The host had an excel-
lent chance to take the lead
as early as the �fth minute.
A �ne cross from the left
�ank by Mohammed Sa-
nan, whose pace beat the
Mumbai defence, found

Adrian Luna. The Uru-
guayan’s diving header,
though, went wide.

Such misses would con-
tinue to be the recurring
theme of the night. The
well-orchestrated attacks
from either team would
never get the desired end-
ing. Credit is also due to
the men under the bar —
Blasters’ Amrinder Singh
and Mumbai’s T.P.
Rehenesh.

The results: At Kochi: Kerala
Blasters 0 drew with Mumbai City
FC 0. At Margao: Churchill
Brothers 2 (37, 45+2) lost to
Punjab FC 3 (Messi Bouli 13-pen,
Alfred 40, Sanathoi 90+5).

Kerala Blasters shares the
spoils with Mumbai City 

Keeping danger at bay: Mumbai’s ’keeper Rehenesh e�ects a great

save. THULASI KAKKAT

ISL

P.K. Ajith Kumar
KOCHI

From M.S. Dhoni’s solo
reign as the region’s crick-
eting hero to an in�ux of
youngsters from the State
striving to prosper at the
international level, Jhark-
hand has come a long way
in the last two decades.
The proliferation of talent
is exempli�ed by Ishan
Kishan’s recent perfor-
mances for India, and the
growing opportunities for
the likes of Anukul Roy, Ku-
mar Kushagra and Shikhar
Mohan in the India-A fold.

Kushagra was so impres-
sive in recent weeks that he
has been added to India’s
squad for the ongoing T20I
series against New Zealand
after Kishan picked up a
groin injury. Shikhar is also
on the rise, illustrated by
the left-handed opener’s
call-up to the India-A
squad for the preparatory
four-day games in New

Zealand. It poses a dilem-
ma to Jharkhand coach Ra-
tan Kumar. While he is
chu�ed for Kushagra and
Shikhar, having worked
with them since their u-16
days, he is left with a de-
pleted out�t now. In the
long term, he says his team
stands to bene�t.

“We are missing a lot of
players. The bench is being
tested. This is good for
Jharkhand cricket,” Ratan
told The Hindu on Sunday. 

“It feels good that our
boys are getting a chance
for India and India-A. The
other side to this is that we
will not have them in our
team. But we will have to
get used to it. Mumbai and
Karnataka always miss a
few players, but their
teams still do well. If you
want �ve of your players to
play for India or India-A,
you will need �ve others
who will �ll the void. We
have to start making this a
habit.”

Good for Jharkhand
that the bench is being
tested: coach Ratan 
Vivek Krishnan
RANCHI

For the last �ve years, S.
Sharath has been a key
member of the Indian
cricket set-up, serving
twice as chairman of the
junior committee and
three years as a senior se-
lector. 

During his stints, the In-
dia under-19 team won
World Cups in 2022 and
2026, and he also helped
select the senior squads
that won the 2024 T20
World Cup and the 2025
ICC Champions Trophy. 

“It has been a very fruit-
ful journey to be able to
contribute to Indian crick-
et. I missed out on playing
for the country, but God
has been kind enough to
let me contribute in a di�e-
rent role. 

“I am grateful for the
support of N. Srinivasan
sir, K.S. Viswanathan sir,
Jay (bhai) Shah and my fa-
mily,” said Sharath.

“It was a team e�ort,
and I was blessed to work
with some great former
cricketers in both commit-

tees. I also have to mention
Rahul Dravid and V.V.S.
Laxman, and the CoE’s
support.”

The former Tamil Nadu
batter gave an insight into
what makes a good selec-
tor. “First thing is you
should disassociate your-
self from the fact that you
were a former player and
come with an open mind.
The game has evolved, and
you should understand the
demands of the team com-
bination,” said the
53-year-old.

On the highlights of his
tenure, “In 2021, when I
took over as chairman, we
were in the midst of a pan-
demic. Our young boys
hadn’t played any cricket
for two years. So, putting
together a team in a short
time and winning the
World Cup was special. 

“The highlight for me
will be the 2023 ODI World
Cup. Though we lost in the
�nal, we were the domi-
nant team in that tourna-
ment and played an excit-
ing brand of cricket.”

Sharath recalls �ve-year ‘fruitful
journey’ as a national selector 
S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

Long association: Sharath says he is blessed to have worked with

legends like Dravid. THE HINDU ARCHIVES 

Meco Racing’s Dhruv Gos-
wami and Dark Don Rac-
ing’s Balaprasath shared a
race win each in the pre-
mier Formula LGB4 cate-
gory of the CTR-JK Tyre
FMSCI Indian National
Car Racing Championship
here on Sunday.

The season’s opening
round saw rain and safety
car interruptions for most
part. It was quite a chal-
lenge for the drivers but
Dhruv and Balaprasath
held their nerve to steal
the show.

The results (provisional): 

LGB Formula 4:

Race 1: Dhruv Goswami (Meco
Racing) 21:59.775; 2. Mehul
Agarwal (Dark Don Racing)
22:00.131; 3. Arya Singh (Dark
Don Racing) 22:00.505. 

Race 2: 1. Balaprasath (Dark
Don Racing) 15:42.097; 2. Mehul
Agarwal 15:42.489; 3. Raghul
Rangasamy (Meco Racing).

RE Continental GT Cup

(professionals): Race 1: Anish
Shetty 13:13.577; 2. Navaneeth
Kumar 13:17.668; 3. Senthil
Kumar 13:18.610.

Indian Super Touring Cars: 1.
Biren Pithawalla (Team N1
Intervalve) 16:23.827; 2. Arjun
Narendran (Arka Motorsports)
16:26.307; 3. Anant Pithawalla
(Team N1 Intervalve) 17:01.631.

Indian Touring Cars: 1. Aman
Nagdev (Team Performance
Racing) 16:25.006; 2.
Vidyaprakash Damodaran
(Team Performance Racing)
16:43.143; 3. Nikanth Rambalu
(Team Perfomance Racing)
16:54.127.

JK Tyre Levitas Cup:

Gentleman: 1. Pratik Sonawane
14:44.279; 2. Sidharth
Balasundaram 14:49.332; 3.
Vinith Kumar 14:52.419. 

Rookie: 1. Aadam Junaid
14:54.128; 2. Shreyans Mittal
15:24.979; 3. Ajay Sankar
15:24.980.

Indian Junior Touring Cars: 1.
Deepak Ravikumar (Team
Performance Racing) 14:11.882;
2. Srinivas Teja (Team
Performance Racing) 14:11.997;
3. Ramcharan Chandran
14:21.844.

Dhruv, Balaprasath
share FLGB4 honours

MOTORSPORTS

Sports Bureau
COIMBATORE
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F
aculty attrition is
not a new pro-
blem nor is it un-
ique to India. Un-

iversities everywhere
struggle to retain teaching
sta�. Most existing com-
mentary on the subject fol-
lows a familiar pattern: it
lists reasons for departure,
cites low salaries and hea-
vy workloads, and calls for
better pay and more res-
pect for academics. These
points are valid but they
miss what is distinctive
about the Indian case,
which is vacancy rates rise
with seniority.

A Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee report on
higher education tabled in
Parliament in March 2025,
recorded faculty vacancy
data as of January 31, 2025
across IITs, NITs, IIMs, IIS-
ERs, and central universi-
ties. Of 18,940 sanctioned
teaching posts in these in-
stitutions, 17.97% of assis-
tant professor posts were
vacant, 38.28% of associate
professor posts were va-
cant, and 56.18% of profes-
sor posts were vacant. As a
result, the vacancy rate
more than triples between
the entry rank and the se-
nior-most rank.

Seen against global pat-
terns, this is unusual. In
the U.S. and the U.K., attri-
tion is usually concentrat-
ed at the early-career
stage, where job insecuri-
ty, tenure pressure, and
low pay push people out
before they are esta-
blished. Once a scholar
reaches a senior rank, re-
tention improves.

In India, the reverse is
true: the system retains ju-
nior faculty reasonably
well and loses its most se-
nior people at a much

higher rate. This distinc-
tion matters because se-
nior faculty perform func-
tions that junior faculty
cannot. They supervise
doctoral students, lead re-
search groups, sit on aca-
demic and administrative
committees that shape in-
stitutional policy, and
mentor early-career col-
leagues on how to build a
research programme, se-
cure funding, and navigate
publishing. When a profes-
sorship remains vacant,

these functions either do
not happen, or happen
poorly, through informal
and overstretched
arrangements.

The widening gap
Left unaddressed, the ef-
fect also compounds. Poor-
ly supervised doctoral stu-
dents become the next
generation of faculty,
trained to a lower standard
than they would have been
under adequate senior gui-
dance. Weaker research

leadership today reduces
funded output tomorrow.
This, in turn, makes vacant
senior posts harder to �ll la-
ter. This is what makes the
seniority gap di�erent from
a routine sta�ng shortfall:
it is not a static number that
recruitment can close but
one that reproduces itself
forward through the peo-
ple it was meant to train.

A second India-speci�c
pattern compounds this
problem: the growing use
of contractual and ad hoc

faculty positions to �ll
teaching gaps. Reporting
based on Parliamentary
Committee data shows
that, even when institu-
tions hire contract teach-
ers to cover vacancies, few-
er than 10% of these
appointments are renewed
into longer-term roles. This
is not simply a symptom of
faculty leaving. It re�ects
an institutional choice to
sta� positions with short-
term appointments rather
than build permanent aca-
demic careers. A person
hired on a one-year con-
tract has little incentive to
invest in long-term re-
search agendas, doctoral
supervision, or institution-
building, because their
own position o�ers no
such continuity.

Speci�c issue
Taken together, these two
patterns point to a shor-

tage not only of teachers
but also of the speci�c se-
nior capacity needed to
train the next generation of
academics. A shortage of
assistant professors can be
addressed through recruit-
ment drives and salary re-
visions, since new Ph.D.s
can be hired relatively
quickly. A shortage of pro-
fessors capable of super-
vising doctoral students
and leading research pro-
grammes cannot be closed
the same way, because that
capacity takes years to
build.

This is precisely where
the usual policy response
falls short. Raising salaries
and reducing workload
are necessary steps but
neither directly closes the
seniority gap. A junior fa-
culty member retained for
10 years does not auto-
matically become a pro-
fessor capable of supervis-
ing doctoral students and
leading research. That tra-
jectory depends instead
on structured career pro-
gression, protected re-
search time at the senior
level, and institutional in-
vestment in retaining peo-
ple once they reach that
stage, not only in recruit-
ing them at the entry
level.

In short, the Indian
higher education system is
not simply losing teachers.
It is losing the layer of peo-
ple responsible for train-
ing the next layer. Unless
institutions treat this as a
distinct and urgent pro-
blem, rather than folding it
into the general conversa-
tion on faculty attrition,
the gap will continue to wi-
den with each recruitment
cycle.

The writer is former professor and

dean, Christ University, Bengaluru.

John J. Kennedy
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Why the vacancies in senior faculty in Indian
HEIs is a cause for concern

The inverted

faculty pyramid
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Z
uccaro, the six-year-old son
of Kingda Ka trained by
Pesi Shroff, kept his tryst

with destiny when he cruised
home to win the Zavaray Poon-
awalla Indian Turf Invitation Cup
in Mysuru on Sunday.
Jockey Vivek G. settled him nicely
in mid-bunch and, after straight-
ening for home, pressed the but-
ton. In an explosion of raw accel-
eration and power, the likes of
which the historic Mysore Race
Club track has never seen, Zuc-
caro left the opposition trailing to
be hailed the ‘Champion of Cham-
pions’. 
For the Khushroo Dhunjibhoy
silks, it was a Grade 1 double, with
Dyf having won the Zavaray Poon-
awalla Stayers’ Cup a day earlier.
Trainer Pesi Shroff has done an in-
credible job of keeping this cham-
pion going and nursing him back
from an untimely injury that
forced him to miss this race in
2025. 
It took Shroff almost a year to get
Zuccaro back to his best and ‘pro-
duce’ him in March 2026, but the
horse hasn’t looked back since,
reeling off six wins in a row. He
certainly ranks among the all-time
greats of Indian racing.
The Major P.K. Mehra Memorial
Super Mile witnessed drama even
before the race began, with two
fancied runners — Alfonsine and
Once You Go Black — being with-
drawn. The field was reduced to
five, but the contest turned out to
be an absolute thriller.

Echoes Of Time, a son of Planet-
aire trained by Arvind Ganapathy
and ridden by A. Ashhad Asbar,
turned in a courageous perform-
ance to peg back Pride’s Prince in
a battle that lasted all the way
down the straight. 
The victory was an emotional one
for owner S. Ganapathy, who has
trained many Grade 1 winners, as
the horse was owned by him and
trained by his son Arvind.
Jockey Akshay Kumar had a week-
end to remember, as did jockey-
turned-trainer S. John. 
Akshay rode four winners, includ-
ing two Grade 1 victories on Sat-
urday and a Grade 2 triumph the
following day.
John saddled the winners of the
Zavaray Poonawalla Sprinters’
Cup and the Suresh Mahindra
Multi Million. Both sported the
colours of Arun Kumar. It might
well have been another Grade 1
success for the same connections
had Alfonsine not been with-
drawn just before the start of the
Super Mile.
THE RESULTS:
1. KARNATAKA RACE HORSE OWN-
ERS’ ASSOCIATION MILLION
(1,200M): SPOTLIGHT (Trevor) 1,
Marzgovel (C.A. Brisson) 2, Silent
Achiever (Inayat) 3 and Cynosure
(Neeraj) 4. Not run: Idi Minnal and
Gordon. 5-1/2, 1/2 and 1-3/4. 1m,
12.84s. ₹24 (w), 14, 73 and 44 (p),
SHP: 131, THP: 84, FP: 1,777, Q:
790, Trinella: 14,394/6,169, Ex-
acta: 25,586 (c/o). Favourite: Spot-
light. 
Owners: Mr. Avinash S Gadkar,
Mrs. Ayesha A Hussain, Mr.Anil
Saraf & Mr.Aziz A Virani. Trainer:
Aman Hussain.
2. ROYAL WESTERN INDIA TURF
CLUB MILLION (1,800M): MAANA
(Trevor) 1, Moon Oracle (Akshay
K) 2, Magnus (Antony) 3 and Moon

Star (Suraj) 4. 6, 4-3/4 and 1. 1m,
53.11s. ₹58 (w), 10, 11 and 13 (p),
SHP: 27, THP: 30, FP: 63, Q: 18,
Trinella: 170/197, Exacta: 276/75.
Favourite: Moon Oracle. 
Owners: Dr. Ameeta Mehra, Capt.
Jamshed J Appoo & Mr. Atul N
Amersey rep. So Blest Trading
Co. Pvt Ltd. Trainer: Darius
Byramji.
3. JAPAN CUP (1,400M): KISS OF
GREY (Md. Talib) 1, Your Sri
Shakthi (S. Sachin) 2, Shamsheer
(S.F. Ansari) 3 and Agrador (Ant-
ony) 4. Not run: Jade Mountain
and The One and Only. 2, Nk and
1-3/4. 1m, 28.01s. ₹117 (w), 20, 15
and 33 (p), SHP: 38, THP: 114, FP:
691, Q: 177, Trinella: 3,493/3,742,
Exacta: 54,860(c/o)/23,511. Fa-
vourite: Your Sri Shakthi. 
Owners: Mr. Rajendran rep. Ra-
par’s Galloping Stars LLP, Mr. B.P.
Devaraja, Mr. Teja Gollapudi &
Mr. S. Narredu. Trainer: S.
Narredu.
4. SURESH MAHINDRA MULTI MIL-
LION (1,400M): FREDERIKA (Ak-
shay K) 1, Money Bags (Trevor) 2,
African Gold (G. Vivek) 3 and
Gachchhatu (Neeraj) 4. 3/4, 2-1/2
and 2. 1m, 25.38s. ₹31 (w), 11 and
13 (p), SHP: 23, THP: 22, FP: 149,
Q: 41, Trinella: 206/228, Exacta:
248/78. Favourite: Money Bags. 
Owner: Mr. P. Arun Kumar.
Trainer: S. John.
5. SMT GAYATRI DEVI AND
SARDAR K.B. RAMACHANDRARAJ
URS MILLION (1,200M): GOLD
KITE (Antony) 1, Tom Cruiser (S.
Sachin) 2, Emphatic (Akshay K) 3
and Touch Of Grey (G. Praveen)
4. Lnk, 3/4 and 3. 1m, 13.08s. ₹97
(w), 25, 25 and 22 (p), SHP: 108,
THP: 49, FP: 3,299, Q: 1,259,
Trinella: 7,658/11,487, Exacta:
96,737 (c/o). Favourite: Excellent
Lass. 
Owner: Mr. Kunal Natwarlal
Sharma. Trainer: K. Aditya.

6. MAJ. P.K. MEHRA MEMORIAL
SUPER MILE CUP (1,600M):
ECHOES OF TIME (A. Asbar) 1,
Pride’s Prince (Antony) 2, Sham-
rock (Suraj) 3 and Prokofiev
(Sandesh) 4. Not run: Alfonsine
and Once You Go Black. Lnk, 7-1/2
and 1-1/4. 1m, 38.33s. ₹69 (w), 10,
10 and 10 (p), SHP; 33, THP: 27,
FP: 494, Q: 294, Trinella: 665/
134, Exacta: 969/581. Favourite:
Shamrock. 
Owner: Mr. S. Ganapathy.
Trainer: Aravind Ganapathy.
7. ZAVARAY POONAWALLA INDIAN
TURF INVITATION CUP (2,400M):
ZUCCARO (KINGDA KA-MAHALI)
VIVEK G 1, Redefined (Phoenix
Tower-Symi) Akshay K 2, Duke Of
Tuscany (Cougar Mountain-
Nicollini)) R. Ajinkya 3 and Sover-
eign King (Top Class-Starlet) Ant-
ony 4. 10-1/4, Lnk and 4-1/4. 2m,
34.99s. ₹13 (w), 11, 12 and 10 (p),
SHP: 29, THP: 35, FP: 37, Q: 22,
Trinella: 137/65, Exacta: 203/74.
Favourite: Zuccaro. 
Owners: Mr. K.N. Dhunjibhoy and
Mr. Z.K. Dhunjibhoy & Ms.
Anosha Meyers rep. Five Stars
Shipping Co Pvt. Ltd., Mr. Vispi
R. Patel, Mr. A.S. Narielwala, Mr.
Eruch Adi Mody & Mr & Mrs. D.P.
Adenwalla. Trainer: P. Shroff.
8. BANGALORE TURF CLUB LTD
MILLION (1,600M): ICE OF FIRE
(A. Asbar) 1, Forseti (Lave Kumar)
2, Mind Games (Neeraj) 3 and Ul-
timate Blues (B. Dharshan) 4. Not
run: Tolkien and Mahler. 2-1/4, 4-
1/2 and 3/4. 1m, 40.07s. ₹15 (w),
10, 24 and 15 (p), SHP: 87, THP:
37, FP: 365, Q: 298, Trinella:
1,523/415, Exacta: 22,062. Favour-
ite: Ice Of Fire. 
Owner: Mr. P. Arun Kumar.
Trainer: Pradeep Annaiah.
Jackpot: ₹11,892; Runner-up:
2,482; Mini Jackpot: 1,429; Treble
(i): 2,225; (ii): 2,289 (c/o); (iii):
234.

Recognising excellence: Jockey Vivek G, Ms. D.P. Adenwalla, Ms. Anita J. Captain, K.N. Dhunjibhoy, Zavaray Poonawalla, Behroze

Poonawalla, Delna Poonawalla, Mysore Race Club chairman K.T. Balakrishnan, Yohan Poonawalla, trainer Pesi Shro� & D.P. Adenwalla at the

presentation ceremony for the Indian Turf Invitation Cup on Sunday. M.A. SRIRAM

Zuccaro brooks no challenge
in Indian Turf Invitation Cup
Echoes Of Time turns in a great performance to take the Major P.K. Mehra Memorial Super Mile

RACING

Cyrus J. Madan
Riaz Babu

The contribution of Zava-
ray S. Poonawalla to Indian
horse racing received spe-
cial recognition at the Turf
Authorities of India (TAI)
Racing Excellence Awards
ceremony in Mysuru on Sa-
turday (Oct. 24) evening,
when he was conferred
with the prestigious ‘Le-
gend of Indian Horse Rac-
ing’ award. 

The honour acknow-
ledged his sustained con-
tribution to the sport and
his e�orts to support its
growth across the country.

The Poonawalla family’s
association with tho-
roughbred breeding and
racing has played a signi�-
cant role in the develop-
ment of Indian racing. 

TAI also honoured Cy-
rus S. Poonawalla for his
outstanding contribution

to the sport. He had recent-
ly received the ‘Outstand-
ing Contribution Award’
from the International Fed-
eration of Horseracing
Authorities.

In another signi�cant
moment, TAI posthumous-
ly inducted the late H.H.
Srikantadatta Narasimha-
raja Wadiyar into its Hall of
Fame. 

The award was received
by his wife, H.H. Pramoda

Devi Wadiyar.

Outstanding performers’

awards: 

Champion owner: Ameeta
Mehra.

Champion trainer: Pesi Shro�.

Champion jockey: P. Trevor.

Champion horse of the year:

Ranquelino.

Champion stud farm:

Poonawalla Group of Stud Farms,
represented by Cyrus S.
Poonawalla, Zavaray S.
Poonawalla and Simone
Poonawalla Pandole.

Zavaray Poonawalla honoured with
‘Legend of Indian Horse Racing’ award

Coveted honours: Mysore Race Club chairman K.T. Balakrishnan presenting Zavaray S. Poonawalla with the ‘Legend of Indian Horse Racing’

trophy and Cyrus Poonawalla the award for his outstanding contribution to the sport. M.A. SRIRAM

Recognition: P. Trevor, Pesi Shro� and Ameeta Mehra with the trophies for champion jockey, trainer and owner respectively while Pramoda

Devi Wadiyar receives the Hall of Fame award for the late Srikantadatta Narasimharaja Wadiyar’s induction into the Hall of Fame. M.A. SRIRAM

Vinayak M. Zodge

Pornanong Phatlum ended
a 12-year wait for a fourth
Indian Open in her kitty,
won her third Ladies Euro-
pean Tour title, returned a
bogey-free card and
dashed Indian hopes of a
second home winner in
the competition, all in the
course of a single after-
noon at the DLF Golf and
Country Club on Sunday.

The 36-year-old Thai,
who had stayed under the
radar and crept up slowly
to joint second on the pe-
nultimate day, made her
move on the �nal day, rack-
ing up birdies for fun but
also playing a steady hand
when needed, for a four-
day total of 277.

Vani Kapoor, who was
on top of the leaderboard
going into Sunday, fought
hard to keep up but even-
tually slipped up, �nishing
four strokes behind in sole

second spot, her highest
�nish on the Ladies Euro-
pean Tour. Defending
champion Shannon Tan
took third spot further
three shots behind. It was
still a good show from the
Indians overall with three
in the top-10, Pranavi Urs
�nishing joint fourth and

Tvesa Malik being seventh.
Pornanong, grouped

with Shannon and Vani for
the �nal round, began with
a birdie on the �rst hole
and picked up four more
shots on the front nine. Va-
ni matched her stroke for
stroke for �ve birdies of
her own but dropped one

on the eighth to make the
turn on four-under 32.
While Pornanong man-
aged to �nd the fairways,
stay on the greens and play
a cautious hand on the
back nine to pick up two
more shots and par the
rest, Vani dropped shots
on the 10th, 12th, 13th and
18th holes as her chances
ended. Pornanong had last
won the title here in 2012
after back-to-back wins in
2008 and 2009 – when the
event was still played in a
three-day, 54-hole format
and co-sanctioned by the
Asian Tour. Those wins
had also come on the origi-
nal nine-hole Arnold Pal-
mer course, making this
her �rst win on the rede-
signed 18-hole Gary Player
course. Her last win on the
LET was the Dubai Masters
in 2013. 

Top scores (final): 277:

Pornanong Phatlum (Tha); 281:

Vani Kapoor; 284: Shannon Tan
(Sin); 285: Pranavi Urs, Sara
Kouskova (Cze); 286: Magdalena
Simmermacher (Arg); 287: Tvesa
Malik.

Pornanong’s �nal day surge wins
her the title, denies Vani 

Champion stu�: Pornanong raised her game to soar to the top.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

GOLF 

Uthra Ganesan
GURUGRAM

Pornanong Phatlum’s vic-
tory here on Sunday not
only helped her end an 11-
year title drought on the
professional tour but also
gave her renewed motiva-
tion to continue playing. 

The 36-year-old Thai
was visibly emotional after
winning her fourth Wo-
men’s Indian Open title at
the DLF Golf and Country
Club.

“This title means a lot to
me. I almost retired from
professional golf this year
but winning again gives me
more motivation. I feel like
I can still play on the tour

and I’ll try my best again
next year,” Pornanong,
who came as a sponsor in-
vitee for the event,
admitted.

“I didn’t think I was go-

ing to win again but I tried
my best. This was a fantas-
tic round for me. Every
putt on the front nine
dropped in the hole. Today
feels incredible. Everyth-

ing went in and I got up
and down really well too. I
think they just wanted me
to win again,” she added.

Vani Kapoor, who led
going into the �nal day and
stayed level before slipping
up, was disappointed but
insisted there was little she
could do. “I gave it my
best, my 100 percent, and
everything went according
to plan. I don’t think I
could have done anything
more.

“I made a lot of birdies,
especially considering the
amount of pressure there
was. I made a couple of
mistakes too, but that’s
part of the game. It’s better
to accept it,” she shrugged.

This triumph gives me renewed motivation
to continue playing, says Pornanong 
Uthra Ganesan
GURUGRAM

The big prize: Pornanong receiving the trophy from Pawan Munjal,

executive chairman, Hero MotoCorp. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu
(HUTN) and Indian Navy
shared the spoils in a 1-1
draw in a Pool-B match of
the 97th all-India MCC-Mu-
rugappa Gold Cup hockey
tournament at the SDAT
Mayor Radhakrishnan Sta-
dium, here on Sunday.

A tense, hard-fought
�rst half saw both sides
struggle to �nd a break-
through, with desperation
often outweighing compo-
sure in the �nal third. In
hindsight, the match was
there for the taking, partic-
ularly for Navy, which
squandered several
chances.

Tamil Nadu broke the
deadlock in the 31st minute
when G.M. Pruthvi con-
verted a penalty-corner de-
livery from B. Sathish with
a drag-�ick.

Navy pressed for an
equaliser and came close
in the 38th minute, but its
penalty-corner routine
yielded no reward. It even-

tually drew level in the 41st
minute when Ashis Topno
stretched out and slid his
stick to de�ect Sanjit Top-
po’s drag-�ick past the
goalkeeper, o� a penalty
corner taken by K.
Selvaraj.

Navy had further oppor-
tunities to snatch victory,
including two close-range
chances in the 54th mi-
nute, but the Tamil Nadu
goalkeeper and defence
held �rm. Tamil Nadu
failed to convert a penalty
corner in the 56th minute,
while Navy also failed to
capitalise on one at the
other end two minutes
later.

In the dying moments,
Pawan Rajbhar’s close-
range attempt was blocked
by the Tamil Nadu goal-
keeper, ensuring the
points were shared.

The results: Pool B: Hockey
Unit of Tamil Nadu 1 (G.M.
Pruthvi 31-pc) drew with Indian
Navy 1 (Ashis Topno 41-pc).

BPCL 6 (Devindar Walmiki 11-pc,
Anmol Ekka 14-pc, 26-pc, 60,
Sudeep Chirmako 16, Dillard
Barla 44) bt SAI-NCOE Bhopal 4
(Mohammed Zaid Khan 18,
Nitesh Sharma 20, 35, 49).

HUTN, Indian Navy
share the spoils 

On target: Topno, second from left, scores Indian Navy’s equaliser.

R. RAGU

MURUGAPPA GOLD CUP

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
CHENNAI

A false start, a steady driz-
zle coupled with a mild
breeze and cool condi-
tions. And if that wasn’t
enough, Keralam’s C.K. Fa-
salul Haque fell behind
midway through the race
before recovering to claim
gold in the under-20 men’s
110m hurdles at the 41st Na-
tional junior athletics
championships at the Neh-
ru Stadium here on
Sunday.

The clock read 13.70 se-
conds, but it wasn’t quite
the timing he had hoped
for.

Fasalul knows what it
takes to set a record, hav-
ing clocked 13.61s in Pune
in June to establish a new
national under-20 mark.
And despite winning gold,
there was a hint of disap-
pointment, for he had
come hoping to better his
own record.

“I was expecting to
clock 13.40. I got a good
lead, but in between, I hit a
hurdle. I don’t know what
happened after that,” Fasa-
lul told The Hindu.

The weather, too, had a
bearing on his perfor-
mance. 

“In Pune, the conditions
were nice. I had a good
warm-up and my body was
warm. Today, I was feeling
cold and couldn’t warm up
properly,” said the
18-year-old.

Hailing from Malappu-
ram, Fasalul took up ath-

letics at the age of 15, start-
ing with the 100m before
his �rst coach encouraged
him to try his hand at
hurdles.

The transition to the
higher hurdles in the u-20
category initially proved
challenging, but Fasalul
said he became comforta-
ble with the height after a
couple of months.

Unlike the 100m, where
a poor start can prove cost-
ly, Fasalul believes the hur-
dles o�er him an oppor-
tunity to recover lost
ground.

“I don’t usually get good
starts. I start pushing after
the �fth or sixth hurdle.
Even today, I was behind
around 50 to 60 metres,
but I managed to come
back”, he said.

For now, the youngster
has his sights set on anoth-
er mark, this time at the se-
nior level.

“I want to run below 13
seconds at the senior level
and become the �rst In-
dian to do it. I’m 100 per
cent sure I can”, he said.

Fasalul and his love
for clearing hurdles 

Fasalul. SIVA SANKAR A 

NATL. JR. ATHLETICS 

Tarun Shastry
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more than it read numerically, and
assumed even more gargantuan
proportions after India played themselves
into a hole at 70 for �ve, skipper Mitchell
Santner accounting for three of those
wickets with his parsimonious,
penetrative left-arm spin.

Tilak had walked in at 69 for four and
taken a single o� his �rst delivery from
Santner, only for Axar Patel to be
dismissed next ball, caught at long-on.
India needed 111 o� 55 deliveries with
Tilak one ball young, and Naman Dhir
and Nitish Kumar to follow. The odds of
them pulling o� a second consecutive sti�
run-chase were pretty long.

But over the last year or so
particularly, the 23-year-old Tilak has
showcased a skillset that is clearly out of
the ordinary. Like Kohli during a chase,
he somehow swaps his brain for a
computer, working out angles and areas
to target and bowlers to attack, mentally
recalibrating with every passing over and
somehow insulating himself from the
rising levels of panic that manifest
themselves in addled decision-making
when push comes to shove.

Instant hero
The Hyderabadi had become an instant
hero to millions in September last year
when he wrenched the T20 Asia Cup �nal
rudely out of Pakistan’s hands. In the
third successive Sunday showdown
between the sides in the desert sands of
Dubai, Pakistan seemed on course to
avenge defeats over the two previous
weekends and win the match that
mattered the most by having India on the
mat at 20 for three in response to their
146 all out, courtesy a dramatic meltdown
that saw them lose their last nine wickets
for 33 runs after looking good for 180, at
the very least, at various stages.

Batting at No. 4, Tilak strung together a
57-run stand for the fourth wicket with a
struggling, out-of-sorts Sanju Samson (24
o� 21) before �nding excellent support
from the vastly underrated Shivam Dube.
The tall left-hander contributed 33 in an
alliance of 60 but when he departed o�
the last ball of the penultimate over, a
nervy India still needed 10 with the
speedy but pro�igate Haris Rauf thrown
the ball by Salman Agha.

Tilak settled all the nerves with a
thumping six o� the second ball,
smearing the short o�ering over the deep
backward square-leg fence for a
resounding six. Rinku Singh applied the
�nishing touches but there was no
disputing who the real hero was. Tilak
�nished undefeated on 69 o� 53 with only
three fours and four sixes, but the timing
of those boundaries complemented his
hard running superbly as India pulled the

fat out of the �re with something to spare.
The stakes were just as high in Nisshin

earlier this month when India faced their
arch-rivals, again, in the �nal of the Asian
Games. This time, India batted �rst and
seemed to have sold themselves a few
short, despite opener Abhishek Sharma’s
blazing 28-ball 61, when Tilak exploded in
a frenzy of fours and sixes. Batting at No.
6, he reached his 50 o� a mere 21
deliveries, helping India amass a frenetic
78 runs o� the last 35 deliveries of the
innings, a decisive contribution given that
their �nal margin of victory was 19 runs.

In Christchurch on Saturday, there was
just a straightforward victory – how
extraordinarily naively simplistic to put it
thus – on the line. No Asia Cup trophy
(which India are still to receive, lest it
should be forgotten), no Asian Games gold
medal. Just a regular, regulation win and
the chance to go 2-0 up with three to play,
But this was neither a straightforward, nor
a regular and regulation task, not with the
top �ve back in the hut and Tilak having to
make do with only Nos. 7 and 8 for
meaningful company.

He wasn’t coming o� a great
immediate sequence of scores himself – 7
o� 6 balls (at No. 5) in the rain-ruined
game against West Indies in Bengaluru
last Saturday, then 6 o� 11 (at No. 3) in
Thursday’s �rst T20I in Christchurch. His
return to the middle-order was promoted
by the adductor muscle injury to Ishan
Kishan that brought Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi into the XI at No. 3, but
Tilak didn’t allow being tugged around
repeatedly to faze him.

“I have said before that I want to �nish
games for the country,” Tilak had said in
Bengaluru after the abandoned game. “I
love doing that job. For me as an
individual, it will be easier batting at No. 3
and �nishing games. But Ishan is batting
brilliantly at No. 3 and for me now, there
is no option but to bat at 5 and 6 and do
the job for the team.

Mentally prepared
“I am mentally prepared for that role. I
have won a few games from there. As a
�nisher, most of the times in T20s, you will
get a maximum of 5-6 overs to bat, so you
have to play your strokes from ball one. I
have batted up the order from my
childhood, therefore I am con�dent that
whether I bat at 3 and 5, I have got both

the techniques where I can adapt (to the
demands of each role).”

Perfect chasing template
As if to show that that was no empty
boast, Tilak produced the perfect chasing
template at the Hagley Oval. He also
played it smart. Knowing that spin was
doing the trick for New Zealand and that
therefore to attempt anything outrageous
against Santner and o�e Michael
Bracewell was nothing if not foolhardy, he
bided his time, waiting for pace to be
brought back into the attack. He didn’t,
however, let the spinners apply the choke.
First with the increasingly impressive Dhir
and then with Nitish,
Tilak ran wonderfully
well between the
wickets, using the
dimensions of
the ground to
such great
advantage
that you
could have
been
forgiven for
mistakenly
believing that he
had played all his
cricket at the Hagley.

Even when the task
became more and more
di�cult – 46 needed o� the
last three overs – Tilak kept his
wits about him. By now, Dhir
had perished after a terri�c
cameo, 31 o� 17, but Nitish was
chugging along nicely. Tilak
switched gears without seeming
to, two fours in the 18th over
(from Jacob Du�y) the precursor to
three fours and a six from the
next, sent down by Nathan
Smith. That brought the
equation down to a manageable
11 o� the last over and Tilak
calmly battered Du�y’s second
ball wide of mid-o� for four to
practically �nish o� the chase.

By the time Nitish formally
heralded victory, Tilak had
conjured a 25-ball half-century
and reiterated his chasing
credentials. No. 3 might be his
favourite position, but how can he expect
to get a sustained run there when he is so
good at No. 5 and 6 and 7 when he refuses
to take a backward step. Tilak is working
zealously on the approach – batting-wise
and mentally – needed in the middle
order, and is well on his way to mastering
it. To say that he won’t be occupying the
No. 3 slot on even a semi-permanent basis
in a hurry is no exaggeration, but no one,
not even he, is complaining.
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Tilak produced the perfect chasing
template at the Hagley Oval. He
also played it smart. Knowing that
spin was doing the trick for New
Zealand and that therefore to
attempt anything outrageous
against Santner and o�ie Michael
Bracewell was nothing if not
foolhardy, he bided his time

�

The wirily elegant left-hander’s
latest masterpiece came at the
Hagley Oval in Christchurch on
Saturday, in a match few believed
was headed India’s way

�

Tilak is working zealously on the
approach – batting-wise and

mentally – needed in the middle
order, and is well on his way to

mastering it
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Tilak —
the yo-yo man
of India’s 
T20 set-up
Like Kohli during a chase, he somehow swaps his brain for a computer; he works out

angles and areas to target and bowlers to attack, mentally recalibrating with every

passing over and somehow insulating himself from the rising levels of panic that

manifest themselves in addled decision-making when push comes to shove

R. Kaushik

V
ersatility is a wonderful virtue
to possess in any sphere of life.
To be very good at more than
one discipline is a grand trait

not bestowed upon many. True, one must
work unbelievably hard to maximise that
gift, but as they say in a sporting parlance,
primarily, you make your own luck.

Versatility can also be
counter-productive, especially in a setting
like a team sport. And in the context of
Indian cricket, speci�cally.

Take Rahul Dravid as a case in point.
Because he was so adept at so many
di�erent and often unrelated aspects, he
was moved out of his comfort zone so
many times that towards the end, even he
may not have been sure what his comfort
zone was. Need someone to �ll the breach
in Test cricket as an opener? Hey, there’s
Rahul, you know. Need someone to drop
down the order to accommodate a more
attacking option at No. 3, as famously
happened at the Eden game against
Australia in 2001? Don’t look beyond
Rahul. Looking for a dependable ‘�nisher’
in 50-over internationals, long before that
term became fashionable? Surely, Rahul?
Require a gun batter to also don the
wicketkeeping gloves because it can
extend the batting order, provide a
specialist option at No. 7 and not a�ect
the balance one bit? Hello, wasn’t Rahul a
wicketkeeper at school?

The same path
It’s amazing how his namesake from the
same city has walked pretty much the
same path. K.L. Rahul is the modern-day
equivalent of Rahul Dravid, having
donned each of the roles his illustrious
predecessor did during a wonderful
career that ran between 1995 and 2012. In
those 17 years, just about the only thing
Dravid didn’t do was keep wickets to his

own bowling – he even took
two wickets in an over in an
ODI against South Africa in
Kochi in March 2000,
getting rid of left-handers
Gary Kirsten and Lance
Klusener with his o�-spin.
Perhaps the only reason ‘KL’
doesn’t have an
international wicket is that
successive captains from
Mahendra Singh Dhoni to

Shubman Gill, himself included, haven’t
yet summoned him to the bowling crease.

Tilak Varma hasn’t done all of the
above things – he hasn’t even made his
Test debut or opened the batting in
white-ball internationals, though he does
boast �ve T20I wickets – but he is fast
emerging as the ultimate yo-yo man of the
current T20I set-up. India’s vice-captain
in the 20-over format provides the classic
case of being asked to play the situation. 

He doesn’t have a �xed batting position
even though he has made no secret of the
fact that his preferred slot is No. 3, from
where he has uncorked both his
international centuries. Forget about
�xed, there is no guarantee that he will
occupy the same berth for two games in a
row – indeed, he has batted at a di�erent
slot in each of his last three innings – and
yet, that hasn’t come in the way of an
average of 44.13 and a strike-rate of 147.47
after 68 T20I innings.

Virat Kohli is acknowledged as the
ultimate chaser in white-ball history and it
is hard to argue with that tag, given how
many times he has made the impossible
look commonplace. But how is this for a
stat? Tilak has remained unbeaten in 26
chases in all T20s, 12 of them in country
vs country battles, and �nished on the
winning side every single time. What do
you make of that, Virat?

The wirily elegant left-hander’s latest
masterpiece came at the Hagley Oval in
Christchurch on Saturday, in a match few
believed was headed India’s way. New
Zealand’s 180 for �ve was already a lot

Tilak has remained
unbeaten in 26
chases in all T20s, 12
of them in country vs
country battles, and
�nished on the
winning side every
single time

AFP

He doesn’t have a �xed batting
position even though he has
made no secret of the fact that
his preferred slot is No. 3, from
where he has uncorked both his
international centuries
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T
he recent conversation over the
merchant discount rate on
select UPI transactions raised
the question of who pays for

the digital convenience that millions of
people enjoy. Hospitals may soon face a
similar problem for strengthening their
privacy even if no separate “privacy
charge” appears on a patient’s bill.

Protecting digital patient information
will require secure systems, trained
personnel, and continuous compliance.
The Parliament enacted the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act 2023
in response to this need. The Act consists
of 44 sections in nine chapters plus one
Schedule. The government noti�ed its
Rules on November 13, 2025, with the
Sections pertaining to provisions for
consent managers set to kick in from
November 13, 2026. The rest of the
substantive obligations will start to apply
from May 13, 2027.

Unusually di�cult places
The Act is a general framework to protect
digital personal data across sectors,
including healthcare. In healthcare, the
Act recognises that clinical consent and
data consent are di�erent. For example,
persons agreeing to undergo a medical
scan does not automatically mean they
have agreed to every later use of the same
scan, no matter how useful the hospital or
doctors deem the scan data to be. While
facilitating this distinction, the Act also
makes room for data-processing during
emergencies and speci�c medico-legal
and public health situations.

Under the DPDP Act, the patient is the
data principal (or owner) and the hospital
— which usually decides why and how
some information will be used — is the
data �duciary. Some external software,
cloud, and/or data-processing company
will serve as the data processor.

That said, hospitals are unusually
di�cult places in which to ensure
compliance with a general
data-protection law. 

Unlike banks or regional transport
o�ces, hospitals continuously create
information of an intimate nature. For
example, healthcare workers record a
patient’s clinical notes, nursing
observations, diagnostics and laboratory
results, ventilator readings, and
prescriptions — all within hours.

At the same time, several professionals
will need to access di�erent parts of that
record at di�erent times. If access is too
tightly controlled, patient care may su�er;
on the other hand,  unrestricted access
can result in signi�cant breaches of
privacy. So the Act needs to facilitate the
lawful processing of consent with

reasonable security safeguards, grievance
handling processes, and of course the
correction or erasure of data where
permissible.

Failure to take reasonable safeguards
can attract a penalty of up to ₹250 crore.

Compliance costs
In the same vein, compliance requires
hospital information systems with
role-based access, facility to encrypt or
mask data as necessary, systems to
generate and preserve audit logs,
backups, vendor contracts, breach
response protocols, sta� training, and a
clearly identi�ed person who is
responsible for data governance.

Entities designated data �duciaries
must also appoint a statutory data
protection o�cer, and smaller hospitals
will need a privacy or data management
lead in practice.

Further, information rarely stays within
the hospital, since a cashless claim can
send diagnoses and reports to an insurer
or a third party administrator.
Laboratories, radiology platforms, cloud
vendors, and telemedicine services will
create additional routes for the same
record. 

Even low-cost WhatsApp-based
work�ows that became popular because
they were convenient will have to be
examined for compliance and security.

Healthcare may therefore need speci�c
DPDP provisions, either explicitly or
eventually as a separate Act, to cover
sector-speci�c uniqueness, such as small
hospitals and large hospitals separately, as

clinical care is more than a commercial
transaction.

No uniform training 
U.S. estimates show the cost of  complying
with the famed Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act, or
HIPAA, to be around $5 per patient a year
in 2008. Estimates for 2025 suggest the
cost of $498 per a�ected record.

In a 2023 study, researchers from India
and Norway estimated that adding an
integrated information and
communications system to an urban
primary health centre (PHC) would
expand the centre’s annual economic
budget by 17.7%. But when the
researchers applied the same model
across 400 PHCs, the incremental cost fell
to about 6% per PHC. The reason:
common development and infrastructure
costs were shared.

The �nding o�ers an important policy
clue: the government should not expect
every small hospital, diagnostic centre,
and/or PHC to independently purchase
the same privacy tools, legal templates,
and so on. 

That said, the harder problem is that
India has legislated faster than it has
trained the people who must make the
law work. Medical education teaches
con�dentiality and ethics, but there is no
uniform DPDP-oriented National Medical
Commission curriculum or standard
course materials that span medicine,
nursing, allied health, hospital
administration, and healthcare IT
training. The vendor side faces the same

problem: behind every software work�ow
is a human being who con�gures access,
checks claims, handles support or views
data. And an untrained person handling
data in a hospital can pave the way for a
major breach due so little as to one leaked
password. So data literacy has to become
a core healthcare competency.

Building an ecosystem
The National Health Accounts 2022-23
released this year estimated the
out-of-pocket expenses on healthcare to
be 43.4% of total health expenditure.
There is a nontrivial chance that the new
costs of complying with the DPDP Act will
be passed on to patients as well.

Ahead of the November 13 date, the
Indian government should step in by
enabling a shared infrastructure through
the Uni�ed Health Interface of the
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. It could
provide model consent and vendor
agreements with a�ordable cybersecurity
support, and healthcare-speci�c
implementation standards.

User data is routinely commoditised
today, and passing a law assuming
compliance and waiting for complaints or
litigation will not su�ce. As the DPDP Act
comes into e�ect, the government must
�nance, build, and sustain an ecosystem
that allows every health worker to comply
and patients to be able to better access
care. 
(Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and public
health physician. Views expressed here are
personal.
aravindaaiimsjr10@hotmail.com)

India needs to train its clinical sta�
before erecting data shields

User data is routinely commoditised today, and passing a law assuming compliance and waiting for complaints or litigation will not su�ce; as the DPDP Act comes into e�ect,

the government must �nance, build, and sustain an ecosystem that allows every health worker to comply and patients to be able to better access care

The government should not expect every small hospital, diagnostic centre, and/or PHC to independently purchase the same privacy tools in order to enforce

the DPDP Act. BERMIX STUDIO/UNSPLASH 
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India’s DPDP Act 2023
establishes a legal framework
for protecting digital personal
data, including health records;
most obligations will take
e�ect from May 13, 2027, while
provisions relating to consent
managers begin in November

�

The Act distinguishes between
consent for medical treatment
and consent for using personal
health data; a patient’s
agreement to a procedure does
not automatically permit all
future uses of the resulting
data

�

The law designates patients as
data principals and hospitals
as data fiduciaries, requiring
secure processing, grievance
redressal, and data correction
or erasure mechanisms while
ensuring healthcare delivery is
not hindered by excessive
access restrictions

A
molecular machine is a
combination of molecules that
converts energy into motion, to

perform specific tasks. These are
sophisticated systems — and nature
makes abundant use of them.

A famous example is the protein
kinesin, which transports minerals inside
our body’s cells by moving on
microscopic tracks; another example is
the protein myosin, which helps muscles
contract.

Scientists have also been building
artificial molecular machines since the
1980s. Specifically, in 1983, the French
chemist Jean-Pierre Sauvage and his
team reported a way to connect two
ring-shaped molecules the same way an
axle connects the wheels of a car. 

Eight years on, the British-American
chemist Fraser Stoddart & co. built a
molecular structure where a molecular
ring could move along an axle. Together
with the Dutch chemist Ben Feringa, who
led a team that built a molecular motor
that could be driven by light, Sauvage
and Stoddart won the chemistry Nobel
Prize in 2026 for their work.

Fun though they sound, molecular
machines are also quite finicky. At the
scale of a molecule, random heat
constantly jostles the structures,
rendering their movements
unpredictable. A molecule may also
rotate or change its own position

without moving anything else,
presenting another challenge that comes
in the way of coordinating multiple
molecules.

But there have been advances apace.
On October 22, for example, researchers
reported in Nature that they had built a
corkscrew-shaped molecule that, when
suspended two electrodes, could cycle
through a series of states when the
current flowed one way and in the
reverse direction when the current
flowed the other way.

Molecular machines
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WHAT IS IT?

The protein kinesin (red) attaches to and moves

along microtubules (blue-green). KADEN.RAWSON,

MARISAASADIAN, STEVENGPARKIN (CC BY-SA) 
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Waves crash against a lighthouse at Newhaven Harbour during Storm Austen in Newhaven, Britain, October 23; a low-pressure front brought 179 km/hr winds and heavy rain

across Europe overnight with over 3 lakh homes losing power, while airport and trains were delayed. REUTERS
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