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Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

Happening
today

OUNITED STATES TRADE
Representative (USTR) Jamie-
son Greer will arrive in Delhito
give final touches to the India-
USinterimtrade agreement.

®PRESIDENT DROUPADI
Murmu is scheduled to interact
with members of Sahariya tribe
and Cheetah trackers at Kuno
Natlonal Parkin MP.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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‘We will never allow
China to affect our ties with
India, which remains a
high priority in our
Jforeign policy’

DENIS ALIPOV
RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR TO INDIA
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Over 2() lakh take NEET retest

Candidates enter a NEET re-examination centre in Thane, Maharashtra, on Sunday. beepak JOSHI

Some nervous, most

IAF to Central forces, all step in for
smooth exams at over 5400 centres

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 21

AMID HEIGHTENED security
measures, the NEET-UG retest
was conducted for over 20 lakh
candidates Sunday, over a
month afterit was cancelled on
May 12 on the grounds of an al-
leged paper leak.

The National Testing
Agency (NTA), in a statement,
said the retest, a pen-and-paper
exam, was conducted at 5,440
centres nationwide, and 14
centres abroad, through a

“whole-of-government effort”,
with the involvement of over 7
lakh officials including police
and security personnel, and
exam staff.

Sources in the NTA said
changes were necessitated in
the agency’s processes to en-
sure that preparation for the
examwas completed in 37 days,
as opposed to the regular time-
line of five to six months.

One layer where changes
were introduced was transporta-
tion, where the Indian Air Force

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

relieved: For students and
parents, end of an ordeal

Express News Service
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Guwabhati, Jaipur, New
Delhi, Ahmedabad, June 21

THE RE-EXAMINATION for
the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (Undergraduate)
was held across the country on
Sunday, with those who took
the test expressing a mix of
anxiety and relief at the culmi-
nation of a tumultuous period

following the cancellation of
the exam held on May 3.

On Sunday, the father of a
medical aspirant appearing for
the exam in Mumbai expressed
relief regarding the stricter se-
curity arrangements in place.
“There are police personnel de-
ployed on the campus. We are
hopeful she will perform better
this time and no hiccups will
occur,” said retired postman

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘Govt prepares to notify Western Ghats
eco sensitive areas in at least three states

Nikhil Ghanekar
& Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, June 21

TWELVE YEARS after it issued
the first draft notification, the
Centreisfinally ready to finalise
and notify the demarcation of
Ecologically Sensitive Areas
(ESA) in the Western Ghats re-
gion, at least in the three states
in which contentious issues
have more or less been resolved,
The Indian Express haslearnt.
Over 56,000 square km of
land in six states are proposed

e Proposed ESAs

2 Village-level
Ecologically {
Sensitive Unit

Gujarat
I
{/
Maharashtra
Goa

AndhraIT Minister Nara Lokesh
is guest at Express Adda today

Express News Service
Hyderabad, June 21

THE ANDHRA Pradesh gov-
ernment has been strongly
pushing for global IT com-
panies to invest in the state, es-
pecially positioning Visakha-
patnam as an IT hub. Leading
the push is Nara Lokesh, Na-
tional Working President of the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP),
whoisinhissecond stintasthe
state’s IT Minister.

Lokesh will be the guest at

TDP leader Nara Lokesh

the Express Adda in New Delhi
on Monday. He will be in con-
versation with Vandita Mishra,
National Opinion Editor,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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tobe demarcated as ESA, based
on the 2013 recommendations
of a high-level working group
led by former ISRO chairman
K Kasturirangan.

The Centre’s original draft
notification had come in 2014,
and has undergone five revi-
sions since then, but disagree-
ments with the state govern-
ments on the areas earmarked
for declaration as ESAs within
their jurisdictions have not
been fully resolved. Even now,
the states of Kerala and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

' Extradited for three cases

10 years ago, sent back to
Hong Kong after acqulttal

Sadaf Modak
Mumbai, June 21

TEN YEARS after he was extra-
dited from Singapore to face
trial in three criminal cases,
India-born alleged gangster
Kumar Krishna Pillai has been
repatriated to his home
country, Hong Kong, itislearnt.

A Mumbai sessions court
had on February 13 directed po-

| lice to send Pillai back to Hong

Alleged gangster Kumar Pillai

Kong, noting that he could not
be kept in India after being
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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NEGOTIATORS IN SWITZERLAND, TRUMP WARNS IRAN

‘Canweturnover a

new leaf?’: Vance,
Ghalibaflead talks

Iran links progress to Lebanon US focus on Tehran n-plan

US Vice President J D Vance with President Donald Trump’s envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner;
(right) Iran Foreign Minister Seyyed Abbas Araghchi with Parliament Speaker Mohammed Bagher
Ghalibaf at the Qatari-owned mountaintop resort of Buergenstock in Switzerland, Sunday. Ap & REUTERS

Aamer Madhani, Seung Min
Kim & Jamey Keaten
Obbuergen (Switzerland),
June 21

US VICE President JD Vance
said Sunday there was an op-
portunity to “turn over a new
leaf” with Iran as the sides held
talks aimed at building out the
interim deal to end the war in
Iran reached by the two sides
last week.

Vance and US negotiators
met with Iran’s parliamentary
speaker, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, and Foreign Minister

EXPLAINED

Interim deal

Theinterim deal between
theUS andIranis meantto
stop fighting on all fronts,
including Lebanon. It also
gives negotiators 60 daysto
reach anuclear agreement,
but that can be extended.

Abbas Araghchi at a Swiss
mountainside resort near Lake
Lucerne.

NSDC crackdown
continues: Current,

ex-staffers get notices
for PMKVY ‘lapses’

Ritu Sarin
New Delhi, June 21

MORE THAN a year after it cut
short the tenure ofits CEO, and
months after it filed a police
complaint alleging that some of
its top officials indulged in
“misappropriation” of funds,
the National Skill Development

Corporation (NSDC) has
cracked down on its own em-
ployees again.

In the latest move that point
to systemic failures within the
organisation, The Indian Ex-
press has learnt that NSDC,
which implements Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY), has sent show cause
notices to around 20 serving
and former employees over al-
leged irregularities flagged by
the Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) in the flagship skills
training scheme.

The show cause notices,
sent earlier this month, lists
several “charges” against each
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The Indian Express report
on September 22 last year

of the staffers under scrutiny —
including failure to match job
role selection for candidates to
market demand, verify accredi-
tation and documents, or en-
sure Aadhaar attendance. The
notices warn that the cases will
be referred to investigating
agencies if financial miscon-
duct and criminal culpability
are detected.

The NSDC implements
PMKVY on behalf of the Minis-
try of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE).
PMKVY was launched in 2015
and hasimparted skills training

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Mediators from Pakistan
and Qatar were also in the room
forthe direct engagement that,
according to Iranian state
media, lasted about 80 min-
utes. The US and Iranian ne-
gotiating teams also held sep-
arate private talks with
Pakistani and Qatari officials.

The USislookingtogetIran
locked into negotiations over
its nuclear programme amid
concerns it may be used for
military purposes, which Iran
denies. Vance also wants to
push Tehran to commit to

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

71dead, 9critical
afterammonia
leak at seafood
exportunitin TN

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, June 21

SEVEN MIGRANT workers
died and more than 40 were
hospitalised after an ammonia
gasleak at a private seafood ex-
port unit near Periyapalayam in
Tiruvallur district of Tamil
Nadu on Sunday, officials and
police sources said.

The leak occurred at St
Peter’s Paul Seafoods Exports
Private Limited at Kannigaipair,
near Periyapalayam, where
about 120 migrant workers,
mostly women labourers from
Assam, Odisha and Jharkhand,
were staying on the factory
premises. The company had
provided accommodation for
the workers within the campus.
Sunday was the unit’s weekly

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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e LOST THEIR DOCUMENTS AS THEIR VESSEL CAME UNDER ATTACK OFF OMAN COAST IN EARLY DAYS OF WEST ASIA CONFLICT

3 months after missile strike, 8 sarl()rs still strugghng for identities, job papers

Purnima Sah
Mumbai, June 21

WHEN EIGHT Indian seafarers
jumped into the waters off
Oman on the morning of
March 1, after a missile struck
their oil tanker MV Sky Light in
the early days of the West Asia
conflict, they struggled to sur-
vive. Three months later, sur-

spending nearly 45 minutes
aboard the burning vessel and
then in the sea.

Hailing from Rajasthan, Ha-
ryana, West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh and Puducherry, the
eight men reached Mumbai on
March 18 believingtheir ordeal
was over. Instead, they now
find themselves facing another
nightmare — red tape and un-

vival remains the employment.

central struggle of | PAGE1 | After vowing

their lives. )} anchor [  nevertoreturntothe
Following the at- sea, all of them now

tack near Khasab port that
killed the vessel’s captain, As-
hish Kumar of Bihar, and left
another crew member missing,
the eight sailors were rescued
by the Omani military after

want to sail again, saying they
have “no other option”. But all
the work documents and IDs
they had were destroyed or lost
that day: passports, service rec-
ords in the form of Continuous

Discharge Certificates (CDCs),
Seafarers’ Identity Documents
(SIDs), educational certificates,
vaccination records, Aadhaar
cards, voter IDs, and PAN cards.

Back home, without
identity

Abdur Rahaman Mondal,
27, from Mirjapur village in
West Bengal’s Nadia, is a
farmer’s son and the first in his
family to work abroad. After
spending two years pursuing a
BA course, he trained for six
monthsatamarineinstitutein
Navi Mumbai. He entered ship-
ping in 2024, completed two
voyages, and joined SKky Light
asan “able seaman” in January.

“Ilost everything in the fire
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The eight sailors Srinu Donkani, Pagalvan Haridas, Bikram Ghosh,
Sunil Puniya, Abdur Rahaman Mondal, Kaushal Sorout, Bhumesh
and Pramod Kumar Yadav. purNIMA SAH

— my passport, educational
certificates and all other docu-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ments. Back home, I also dis-
covered that my name had

been deleted from the voters’
list in the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR),” he said.

Mondal has since applied
for a fresh voter card, Aadhaar
and PAN cards, approached the
panchayat for a birth certifi-
cate, and sought duplicate
Class10 and 12 certificates. But
he still needs a passport, CDC,
SID and Yellow Fever certificate
to sail again.

He now farms with his
father on about seven bighas,
growing jute, paddy and sea-
sonal vegetables, and is con-
sidering factory work in Pune,
where his cousin lives. March 1
still returns in nightmares, he
says. “But one bad experience
cannot define my entire life,”

New Delhi

he said.

Global watersto
village farms

Bhumesh, 23, of Chhithroli
village in Haryana’s Mahendra-
garh, holdsaBAin English and
is the sole earner for his ageing
parents and sister. He trained
for six months at a Delhi insti-
tute and took computer courses
before signing up as an “able
seaman’.

“Officials keep asking me to
come later or send me fromone
departmenttoanother,” hesaid
about his lost documents, ad-
ding that he has no soft copies
eitherbecause helost his phone.

According to him, there has
been no communication since

he returned home with the Re-
cruitment and Placement Ser-
vices Licence (RPSL) company,
SKS Krishi Marine Services,
which hired and placed him on
MV Sky Light, with “no compen-
sation” or “clarity on salary”.

“Thave returned to farming
and occasionally drive trucks. I
want to go back to sailing,” he
said.

First voyage,
almost last
Sunil Puniya, 26, of Bamna
Kalan village in Rajasthan, says
he lost belongings worth over
Rs 2 lakh, including a laptop
and phones, apart from his
documents on March 1. He says
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Fresh blow to AMMA:
Shweta Menon resigns
as chief of Malayalam
actors’ association

Shaju Philip & Nikhila Henry
Thiruvananthapuram,
Hyderabad, June 21

THE FIRST woman president of
the Association of Malayalam
Movie Artistes (AMMA), Shweta
Menon, resigned from the post
on Sunday along with the other
office-bearers following a dis-
pute within the actors' body.

Menon, who was elected as
president of the three-decade-
old association, announced that
she was also steppingdown asa
member of AMMA.

The 17-member executive
body of AMMA, led by Menon,
had assumed office in August
last year after the previous com-
mittee, headed by Malayalam
superstar Mohanlal, was forced
tostepdownin2024 inthe wake
of the controversies surrounding
the release of the Justice Hema
Committee report on the treat-
ment of women in the Malaya-
lam film industry.

Menon announced the deci-
sionattheend oftheannual gen-
eral body meeting of the associ-
ation held in Kochi. “There are
attempts to take the association
intothe hands of peoplewho are
facing allegations. I cannot re-
main as a puppet,” she told the
media.

An ad hoc commiittee led by
actor-turned-MLA Ramesh Pi-
sharody was constituted until a
new committee is elected.

Mohanlal on Sunday issued
a statement calling for unity
within the association.

From the outset of the an-
nual general body meeting,
membersengaged in heated ex-
changes over AMMA’s annual
receipts and payments ac-
counts. A section of members
led by actors Siddque and
Edavela Babu protested alleging
alack of transparency. Subse-
quently, Menon announced the
resignation of the entire execu-
tive committee as well as her
decision to quit the body.

AMMA hasbeenunder close
publicscrutiny since the Justice
Hema Committee report. Sev-
eral male members of the associ-
ation were accused of sexual

il

Shweta Menon

misconduct soon after the
Hema Committee report came
outin2024.

Moreover, allegations
againstactor Dileep, whowasac-
quitted in December 2025 by a
sessions court of conspiracy
charges in the 2017 actor sexual
assault case, are still a source of
tension among a section within
AMMA, sources said. “There is
still a strong Dileep lobby in
AMMA. There are other lobbies
led by other actors who are ac-
cused of sexual misconduct.
Hence, it is very difficult to run
the ship in AMMA,” a source
said.

Trouble started brewing
once again with actor and
former general secretary of
AMMA, Ansiba Hassan, raising
a character assassination com-
plaint against actor Tini Tom.
Hassan, who is known for her
role in the Mohanlal-starrer
Drishyam series of films, had
the support of other members of
AMMA, who issued public
statements against the artiste
body’s management. AMMA is-
sued agagordertoactorsto pre-
vent them from appearing be-
fore the media to make
statements in this case. “This
was strongly opposed by a sec-
tion within AMMA,,” a source
said.

Veteran actor Jagadish, a
senior member of AMMA, told
reporters that the executive
committee led by Menon could
not present the accountsin a
transparent manner.

"TheMembers sought per-
mission to present a no-confi-
dence motion against theleader-
ship. Before the no-confidence
motion wastaken up, the execu-
tive committee decided toquit,"
Jagadish said.

Standoff at Uttarakhand
gurdwara as Nihang
group occupies rooftop

AiswaryaRaj
Dehradun, June 21

A GROUP of Nihang Sikhs al-
legedly stormed into a gurd-
wara in Uttarakhand’s Rudra-
prayag, occupied the rooftop,
and refused to come down after
closing the door behind them.
Police and the administration
havebeentryingtoreachoutto
the group.

According to police, the
incident started on Saturday
afternoon when the sewadars
of the Nagrasu Gurdwarain Ru-
draprayag and a group of Ni-
hang Sikhs had an altercation.
Police said seven people had
gone to the rooftop, where six of
them remain as of Sunday
evening. “They had an alterca-
tion at the gurdwara and went
to the rooftop and closed the
door. The administration and
police are trying to speak to
them. One of them has come
down, and we are listening to
their grievances. The talks have
yielded positive results. Efforts
are ongoing to engage with the
remaining individuals,” said
Niharika Tomar, the Superin-
tendent of Police, Rudraprayag.

On June 16, a group of Ni-
hang Sikh pilgrims were ac-
cused of attacking residents
with weapons in Karnaprayag,

Sailors

he underwent a one-month
course at a Jaipur academy be-
fore landing his first job as an
“oiler”. He now grows jowar (sor-
ghum) and gawar (cluster
beans), though heat and dry
weather have made farming
“unprofitable” for his parents,
two daughters and wife.

Puniya had earlier called his
survival a “second life” and
vowed never tosail again, but fi-
nances changed his mind. “I
want to get all my documents
ready and return to shipping. I
have applied for Aadhaar and
PAN cards, and aduplicate pass-
port... nobody is helping us,” he
said.

Third Engineer Pagalavan

following which they were later
arrested and sent tojudicial cus-
tody. This happened after a ver-
bal altercation reportedly broke
out between some Nihang pil-
grimsreturning fromthe Hem-
kund Sahib Yatra and local
tradersin Karnaprayag market.
The dispute escalated when
four Nihang pilgrims allegedly
attacked alocal trader and other
residents who intervened,
using weapons. Four people
were injured in the incident.

An FIR was registered, and
police arrested four accused.
Saturday’s incident allegedly
stemmed from this, as the Ni-
hangs were seeking the release
of the arrested accused.

The managing committee
of the gurdwara said the group
hurled abuses at them, claim-
ing that they would occupy the
gurdwara. They alleged that the
accused had multiple scuffles
on their way to the gurdwara.
The committee added that they
vandalised the rooftop of the
gurdwara.

“We could not offer prayers
last night. They were hurling
abuses and pelting stones... We
told them that we will speak
with the Chamoli SP for the bail
of those arrested,” Beant Singh,
a gurdwara committee
member, told reporters.

Haridas, 30, of Puducherry, now
joins his father and brother on
their fishing boat. He is a BBA
graduate with five years’ experi-
ence across four vessels, includ-
ing repeated stints with Sky
Light’s RPSL. “When I worked
on ships, I earned around Rs
88,000 a month;. Today, I earn
barely Rs 300 aday,” he said.

Haridashassoft copiesofhis
voter ID, PAN and Aadhaar on
email butstill needs hard copies.
He says he has heard nothing
from the RPSL or DG Shipping,
and hissalary was deducted too.
“I'want to return to shipping be-
causeitisthe only waytoearna
decent living,” he said.

Pramod Kumar Yadav, 38,
the vessel's ChiefEngineer from
Alwar in Rajasthan, says he
spent “over Rs 15,000 paying of-
ficials for paperwork”, and is

FROM PAGE 1

US-Iran peace talks

keeping open the Strait of Hor-
muz, the critical waterway
through which about a fifth of
the world’s traded oil passes.

But the on-again, off-again
conflict in Lebanon between Is-
rael and Iran-backed Hezbollah
militants continues to threaten
to derail the effort for the US to
win concessions from Tehranon
itsnuclear programme and keep
the strait open.

“The question before us now
is how much more can we ac-
complish together? Can weturn
over a new leaf?” Vance said as
the talks, dubbed the ‘Lake Lu-
cerne Summit’, got underway.

“Can we change relations in
the Middle East permanently, or
dowegobacktodoingthingsthe
old way, which is not our prefer-
ence, but is certainly very much
something that can happen.”

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmail Baghaei told
the country’s state news agency
ahead of the meetingwith Vance
that their team’s negotiations
looked to focus on the war be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah in
Lebanon.

The interim agreement was
signed last week, and now top
American and Iranian negoti-
ators are in a 60-day sprint to
reach anagreement onthetech-

meal ends

Mohan Chavan, 65, waiting
outside the Sardar Patel College
of Engineering examination
centre for his daughter, Aditi
Chavan.

Students emerging from
examination centres in the
evening offered mixed reac-
tions. Vrushali Parmar from
Goregaon felt the paper was
relatively easy and comparable
tothe earlier exam. “Chemistry
was a little different and more
difficult this time. It was
lengthy and had several or-
ganic chemistry questions.
Overall, though, it wasnotbad.
I had scored 545 marks in the
previous exam,” she said.

For Shreya Gupta from Na-
lasopara, the paper was “mod-
erate to easy”. “Some students
felt physics was difficult, but I
did not find it too challenging.
I just want to secure an MBBS
seat somehow,” she said.

At the Jadavpur University
exam centre in Kolkata, stu-

E—
TheIndian Express.

Lokesh had kick-started the
process to turn Andhra Pradesh
intoanIT destination in his first
term, from 2017 to 2019. In his
second stint, startingin 2024, he
hasattracted several companies
to the state, with Google an-
nouncing last October that it
would invest $15 billion to de-
velop an Al hub, its largest out-
side the US, in Visakhapatnam.

The son of Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, Lokesh is
also the minister of Real Time
Governance and Human Re-
sources Development.

Lokeshisalsoat the forefront
ofaplantoregulate socialmedia
access to children between 13
and 16 years of age in Andhra
Pradesh, and toban social media
for those below 13, as well as to
prevent the online abuse and
harassment of women.

Among the challenges he
faces is the widespread migra-
tion of new graduates from the
state, with many leaving for
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, and
other destinations in search of
tech jobs as soon as they finish
their coursein Andhra Pradesh.

The Express Adda is a series
of informal interactions organ-
ised by The Indian Express
Group and features those at the
centre of change.

using “old photocopies” of his
Aadhaar card.

Yadav, whohasworked atsea
for 12 years, says he now farms
mustard, wheat, bajra and cot-
ton while digging a borewell to
support his parents, wife, sister
and son. “Until my documents
are ready, I have to do some-
thing,” he said.

According to Yadav, he
earned Rs 4.75 lakh a month as
Chief Engineer. Asked if he
would sail again, Yadav said, “If
we meet with an accident while
drivingavehicle, doesthat mean
we will never drive again? If we
are destined to die, we can die
anywhere,” he said.

Srinu Donkani, 23, of Visak-
hapatnam, served as a “Wiper”
(cleaner), among the youngest
onboard attheentry-leveljobin
theengine department. Theson

nical details that hold massive
implications for the world econ-
omy and global security.

Only days after signing the
agreement, it is being stress-
tested after fighting escalated in
Lebanon between Israel and
Hezbollah, and by the subse-
quent announcement by Iran’s
military that it had again closed
the vital waterway. A renewed
ceasefire in Lebanon, brokered
Saturday, appeared to be hold-
ing.

Vance stressed that “great
progress” had beenmadeonLe-
banon. But minutes after he fin-
ished speaking, President Don-
ald Trump took to social media
tothreatenIranifitdidn’treinin
Hezbollah.

“If they don’t, we’ll hit Iran
very hard again, just like we did
lastweek, only harder!!"” Trump
wrote.

Iran is cautiously approach-
ing the talks, given its previous
experience with US negotiations
on the nuclear issue, which
twicein the past year were inter-
rupted by massive military
strikes against the country.

“Theimplementation ofany
document is more important
than its signing,” Baghaei said.

Iran’s president added that
Iran will maintain its right to a

dents said dealing with the
stress of the last one and a half
months was more difficult than
the exam itself. “The real chal-
lenge was coping with the
stress caused by the paper leak
controversy. It has deeply af-
fected us,” said a candidate,
Tanmoy Roy.

At Assam’s Gauhati Com-
merce College, some aspirants
said they stayed calm through
the chaos of this period. “In my
mind, I had approached the
May exam asamock test. It was
my first attempt, sol am feeling
okay today as well,” said Aryan
Chakravarty (18).

Butfor most candidates, the
period leadingup to this re-test
was fraught with stress. Mo-
hammad Yasin (19), who had
travelled from central Assam's
Hojai towrite the test, said, “For
those of us who had dropped a
year just to prepare for the test,
it (the cancellation of the May 3
test) was a very bigjhatka (jolt).
Ifounditdifficult torebuild the
flow of preparation once it was
broken after the May test. It was
like all my planning went out

nuclear programme.

“What is certain is that we
will never back down from the
righttoenrich uranium, and the
othersideisalso forced to accept
it,” Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian said, according to
Iran’s state media.

Trump, in atelephoneinter-
view with Fox News Sunday,
warned that the Iranian presi-
dent “better watch his mouth”.
“He’d better shape up, or we’ll
take over therest of the country,”
Fox News quoted Trump as say-
ing.

The agreement says com-
mercial vessels can pass through
the Strait of Hormuz for 60 days
without charge, but does not
preclude future feesimposed by
Iran. Trump made his own
threat Saturday tolevy UStollsif
there is no deal with Iran in 60
days, insisting in a social media
post that the money would be for
“servicesrendered asthe Guard-
ian Angel to the countries of the
Middle East.”

Further complicating
matters, neither Israel nor Hez-
bollah is a signatory to the deal
betweentheUS and Iran, and Is-
raeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu
has vowed to keep his forces in
southern Lebanon until any
threat to Israel is eliminated.
Hezbollah hasrefused to haltits
attacks unless Israel commitsto
withdrawing from Lebanon.

- ASSOCIATED PRESS

the window, soIam not feeling
very confident today. I am not
feeling 100%, and I am quite
nervous.”

From Rajasthan to Gujarat
to Delhi, aspirants noted that
the security was much tighter
than before.

In Barmer, the district ad-
ministration ordered the clo-
sure of photostat shops, e-Mitra
kiosks and cyber cafes within a
300-metre radius of examin-
ation centres.

“Earlier, religious threads
onourarmswere allowed,” said
18-year-old Tulsi, a first-time
candidate from Dwarka in
Delhi. “This time, they made us
remove everything. They even
asked me to take off my hair-
band.”

In Ahmedabad, Inspector
General of Police (Law and
Order) Makrand Chauhan, who
was appointed as the state’s
nodal officer for the exam, said
messaging apps like WhatsApp
and Telegram were under close
scrutiny to prevent any attempt
to leak exam-related material
or spread any misinformation.

gDC crackdown

toover 1.64 crore youth till June
2025.

The CAG has audited three
phases of PMKVY from 2015 to
2022, covering an outlay of Rs
14,450 crore and acombined tar-
getoftrainingand certifying1.32
crore candidates — the latest
phase of the scheme PMKVY 4.0
isongoing,.

The audit flagged multipleir-
regularities, including fake bank
account numbers linked to
beneficiaries, duplication of
identification details across can-
didates, and non-payment to
training partners for 34 lakh can-
didates.

In its 94-page report, which
was tabled in Parliament in De-
cember 2025, the CAG also
found that coordination be-
tween Central and State depart-
ments was “not effective” and
described NSDC’s monitoring
mechanisms as “unreliable”. It
cited “poor monitoring and
oversight” by the Ministry and
highlighted deficiencies in the
inspection of skill centres, in-
cluding non-functional biomet-
ric attendance devices. Follow-
ing the report, the Ministry had
stated that the audit had “signifi-
cantly strengthened” the
scheme.

In some of the latest show
cause notices, signed by the

of daily wagers, he had hoped a
career at seawould lift his family
out of poverty, but the attack
wiped out all the documents he
had gathered.

“I still need my birth certifi-
cate, SSC certificate, voter ID,
PAN card, CDC, SID and Yellow
Fevervaccination cettificate,” he
said, adding that he has applied
foran Aadhaar card.

Donkani says he also lost a
phone worth Rs 30,000 and Rs
5,000incash, and allegesthatRs
1.3lakhin wages remainsunpaid
by the RPSL.

He trained at an institute in
Visakhapatnam, and says his
first posting, between Thoothu-
kudi and the Maldives, paid Rs
25,000 a month, rising to Rs
47,000 on his second voyage
aboard SKky Light. He now earns
Rs 700-1,000 a day at a vehicle

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

head of NSDC’s legal depart-
ment, employees have been
given 15 days to reply to specific
“charges”, with failure to do so
construed as “admission of the
charges”.

ThelIndian Expressreviewed
some notices, which were sent
over registered post. They list
specific lapses allegedly com-
mitted by each recipient, de-
scribed as “gross negligence of
duty” and “willful non-com-
pliance” with guidelines of
PMKVY 2.0, the second phase of
the scheme introduced in De-
cember 2017.

Responding to a request for
comment from The Indian Ex-
press, NSDC CEO Arunkumar
Pillai stated, “NSDC has taken
note of the CAG observations
and, under its new leadership,
hasinitiated due course-correct-
iveand accountability measures
as PMKVY’s implementation
agency.”

Pillai said, “Show cause no-
ticeshavebeenissued as per ap-
plicable contractual/service
terms, internal governance pro-
cesses and legal provisions.
Since the matter is under due
process, comments on individ-
ual cases, proposed action, or
further notices would be prema-
ture.”

He said that “any action will

repair workshop with his father
and brother. “I was scared after
what happened. But nowIwant
to return because I need to earn
more money,” he said.

Kaushal Sorout, 27, of Hodal
in Haryana, has managed to re-
place only his Aadhaar card so
far. “Officials had instructed the
RPSL to issue documents and
compensate us for our losses,
but nothing happened. I keep
knockingon the doors of govern-
ment offices, and everyone
sends me somewhere else,” he
said.

A B.Com graduate, Sorout
completed asix-month courseat
a Lucknow centre. He says that
as an “able seaman” on his sec-
ond voyage, he earned Rs
40,000 a month, up from Rs
33,000 in his first job. He now
helps on the wheat farm while

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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acquitted in the three specific
cases for which he had been
extradited.

Sourcessaid that after being
informed he could leave the
country on his own, Pillai re-
turned to Hong Kong Thursday.

Born and brought up in the
Vikhroli suburb of Mumbai, Pil-
lai left Indiain 1997 and later ob-
tained Hong Kong citizenship.
Hewasarrested in Singaporein
2016 and extradited to India on
June 26 that year to face three
cases pending before the Mum-
bai Police Crime Branch.

Two of these cases, filed in
20009, related to alleged extor-
tion bids; the third was filed in
2013 for attempted murder. In
one of the cases, he also faced
the stringent charge under the
Maharashtra Control of Organ-
ised Crime Act.

Acquitted in all three cases
in 2020, 2022 and 2024, Pillai
had approached a special court
in Mumbai last Novembet, stat-
inghewasnotrequired inIndia
and should be allowed toreturn
to Hong Kong as he is a citizen
of that country. “After being ac-
quitted in all the cases, the ap-
plicant (Pillai) was not repatri-
ated to Hong Kong and
continues to stay in India with
nostatusinIndia orvisafor stay
in India,” his application had
said.

Following the session court’s
February 13 order directing Pil-
lai’s repatriation, Mumbai Po-
lice obtained an open-ended
warrant against himin another
pending case. However, the
court cancelled it on February
23, noting he cannotbe tried for
cases for which approval has
not been taken from the auth-
orities in Singapore. “The
Extradition Treaty and Extradi-
tion Decree need to be hon-
oured,” the court said on Febru-
ary 23.

According to police, Pillai
was allegedly initiated into the
underworld after he was ar-
rested in connection with the
murder of a local corporator to
avenge his father’s death. His
father, Krishna Pillai, ran a club
and was murdered over a dis-
pute, allegedly stemming from
his refusal to sell his establish-
ment to a local politician.
Kumar was a student of auto-
mobileengineering at that time.

Police claimed Pillai had a
gang influential in the eastern
suburbs of the city. However, he
was cleared of all charges.

be based on examination of
replies, records, and principles
of natural justice”.

Several recipients of the no-
tices, speaking on condition of
anonymity, denied the charges.
One former staffer claimed to
have left NSDC in 2016, before
the guidelines for PMKVY 2.0
were drafted. “We fail to under-
stand under what legal provi-
sions or clauses such notices
have been sent to former em-
ployeeswholeft NSDClongago,”
the former staffer said. Another
former employee, who received
the notice, described it as “no-
thing but harassment”.

The key charges listed in the
notices are:

®FLailuretoensurejobrole se-
lection was based on skill-gap
analysisand assessment of mar-
ket demands which, the CAG
identified, was the primary rea-
son for low placements.

®Failure to verify accredita-
tion status of Training Centres
before approving RPL-BICE
(Recognition of Prior Learning-
Best in Class Employer), result-
ingin trainings being conducted
in non-compliant centres.

®Failureto verify authentic-
ity of documents before approv-
ing RPL-BICE payments, thus
allowing “fabricated” evidence
to pass scrutiny.

®Failure to ensure data in-
tegrity, resulting in “cata-
strophic” data integrity compro-
mise on Skill India Portal.

job-hunting. On Thursday, he
took a test and appeared for an
interview with an MNC.

Bikram Ghosh, 23, of Tikark-
hanji village in West Bengal's
Purba Bardhaman, was the
ship's chief cook and has re-
placed his Aadhaar, voter ID,
PAN card and passport — but
“for a price”, he says. “I spent
around Rs10,000 paying agents.
Istillneed the CDC, SID and Yel-
low Fever certificate. Once I get
them, Iwilljoin a shipping com-
pany again, since options are
scarce,” he said.

Ghosh says he earned Rs
61,000 a month at sea but now
helps his grandfather grow veg-
etables for the local market, ad-
dingthat he hasreceived neither
compensation nor his full salary.

When contacted, Director
General of Shipping Shyam Ja-

New Delhi

Retest

helped transport exam material
inthree days, compared toapro-
cess that would have normally
taken 15-18 days by road, a
source said.

The NTA, in its statement,
said experts from academic in-
stitutions across the country
were involved in preparing
multiple sets of question papers
for the retest.

Anotherareawhere changes
were introduced thisyearwasin
paper setting and translation.
This process usually takes twoto
three months, a source said, ad-
ding that it was completed in
twoweeksthistime. “Wehadto
involve more people.. with tech-
nology interventions (for trans-
lation) along with human in-
puts,” a source said. NEET-UG
can be taken in 13 languages in-
cluding English.

The NTA statement said the
retest was conducted with sup-
port of the Indian Air Force, the
Department of Posts, the Minis-
try of Home Affairs, the Ministry
of External Affairs, the Central
Armed Police Forces, the Minis-
try of Electronics and Informa-

Ghats

Karnataka have been holding
out. Keralawantsitsownareato
be further reduced, while Karna-
taka has been continuing to
question the entire exercise.

Gujarat, Goaand Maharash-
traarethestates wherethe areas
to be demarcated are almost
agreed upon, top officials from
the Environment Ministry said.
Tamil Nadu, the sixth affected
state, does not have any major
divergences on this issue. The
6,914 square km of ESA pro-
posedinthestateissmaller than
the areas identified in neigh-
bouring Kerala and Karnataka.
But the extent is yet to be final-
ized.

Though the negotiations
with Kerala and Karnataka are
continuing, the Centre is learnt
tobe preparingto notify the ESA
inthe stateswhere an agreement
on this issue has either been
achieved, or is close to being fi-
nalised. This is different from
the previous attempts in which
the Centre had issued draft no-
tifications for ESAs in all the
states together.

In the last draft notification,
the sixth one, issued in 2024, a

®Failure to enforce geotag-
ging requirements and to verify
inspector visit logs, allowing
“fraudulent” inspection reports
tobe accepted.

®FLailure toenforce Aadhaar-
based Attendance for batchesto
be trained, resulting in atten-
dance data being “compro-
mised.”

Besides, those associated
with PMKVY 2.0 have been ac-
cused in the CAG report of sev-
eral other lapses related to scru-
tiny of proposals, verification of
employer eligibility criteria,
clearance of outstanding pay-
ments to Skill Sector Councils
and verification of candidate
eligibility.

In May 2025, the NSDC cut
short the tenure of its then CEO,
Ved Mani Tewari. The abrupt re-
moval was communicated
through an unusual public no-
tice stating that Tewari was no
longer associated with NSDC.
The notice also informed stake-
holders that, until anew CEO
was appointed, a committee of
senior NSDC officials would
oversee the organisation.

TheIndian Express reported
on September 22, 2025, that the
Ministry had filed a complaint
with the Delhi Police on August
1,2025, over alleged “misappro-
priation at NSDC”. The officials
named in the complaint were
part of the high-powered com-
mittee tasked with steering
NSDC after the CEO’s removal.

gannathan said the Directorate
remained willing to help crew
membersfacingdifficultieswith
documents or employment.

“Iwill get the matter followed
up. They need notspend money
on documentation, as it was as-
sured during their debriefing
thatdocuments would be issued
tothem,” he said.

Sumit Singh, director of
Lucknow-based SKS Krishi Mar-
ine Services, said, “Two days
ago, we gotinstructions from DG
Shipping... Their documents
will be done soon.” Asked about
salary and compensation for the
loss of valuables and cash, he
said, “We have done more than
any RPSL company would do. I
made multiple trips to Mumbai
aspart of the effort tobringthem
all back to India. We also have
our limitations.”

tion Technology, the Ministry of
Defence, and the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

It also underlined support
from state governments and dis-
trictadministrations —atexam
centres, Aadhaar-based biomet-
ricauthentication, CCTV moni-
toring, jammers, and frisking
wasensured with the help ofthe
policeinthe states. State govern-
ments had also ensured facilities
at exam centres, besides free
travel for candidates.

The CCTVs were being
monitored through centres at
the NTA, the Education Minis-
try, district collectorates, and 34
Centrally-funded institutions.

The NTA said special ar-
rangements were made for 81
candidates with medical condi-
tions, including a candidate
undergoing chemotherapy.

Ahead of the exam Sunday,
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan said, “I have com-
plete faith in the NTA, all the
state governments, the district
administrations, the Indian edu-
cation system, and India’s stu-
dents.” He appealed to peopleto
“notjeopardise the future of the
new generation”, and “not do
anything that can impact the
mental health of students.”

total area of 56,825.7 square km
was proposed to be demarcated
as ESA. This was lower than the
nearly 60,000 sq km originally
identified as ESA by the Kastu-
rirangan panel. The reductions
have happened mainly in the
highly urbanised state of Kerala,
at the repeated insistence of the
state government.

A final notification, when it
happens, will give more legal
teeth for protecting the fragile
biodiverse area of the Western
Ghats under the Environment
Protection Act, 1986, and pro-
hibit activities that threaten the
sensitive environmentof there-
gion.

Activities like new mining
and quarrying projects, setting
up of thermal power plants, op-
eration of most-polluting red-
category of industries, new and
expansion projects of buildings
and construction with abuilt-up
area of 20,000 square metres or
above, are proposed to be com-
pletely banned or heavily re-
stricted.

The Western Ghats are one of
the eight ‘hottest biodiversity
hotspots’ and the mountain
chain was inscribed as a
UNESCO world heritage site for
being the exclusive home of
hundredsof plants and animals.

7_dead

holiday, and many workers were
inside their accommodation
when the gasspread through the
premises.

According to police sources,
the ammonia leak originated
from the seafood processing unit
and quickly affected the residen-
tial area inside the campus.
Many workers complained of
breathing difficulties, while
some suffered bleeding fromthe
mouth and nose.

Tiruvallur District Collector
S Kavitha said 67 affected
workers were rushed to local
medical centres immediately
after theincident. Nine critically
ill patients were later moved by
108 ambulances to the Govern-
ment Stanley Medical College
Hospital in Chennai for ad-
vanced treatment.

Personnel from the Periyapa-
layam police station, Fire and
Rescue Services, the Revenue
Department, and the Health De-
partmentrushed tothespotand
carried out rescue operations.

Followingarequest fromthe
district administration, the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force
deployed a specialised Chemi-
cal, Biological, Radiological and
Nuclear response team from its
4th Battalion in Arakkonam. A
30-member team equipped
with gas detection devices, per-
sonal protective equipment and
specialised rescue gear was sent
to assess the impact of the leak,
securetheareaand assistrescue
efforts.

Chief Minister Vijay in-
structed that an inquiry com-
mittee comprising the Director
of Industrial Safety and Health,
the Pollution Control Board
Member-Secretary and the Ad-
ditional Director of Public
Health be constituted. The com-
mittee hasbeen asked to submit
an interim report within 24
hours and a final report in three
days.

The Chief Minister also di-
rected IT Minister R Kumar, the
district in-charge minister for
Tiruvallur, to visit the spot with
monitoring officer K P Karthi-
keyan and coordinate care for
the affected workers with the
Collector and district adminis-
tration.
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‘Security was tighter this time’: Layers Of o, o wciuoe sowmene recimica assessment

checks, strict fl‘lSklng for NEET re-exam  Mehrauli collapse: Police seek
IIT Delhi’s help to find cause

Mishal Mussaddique &
Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, June 21

AT 1:32 pm on Sunday, two
minutes after gates of a NEET-
UG 2026 exam centre had
closed, a young woman came
sprinting towards the entrance
ofagovernment schoolin New
Delhi’s Pandara Road, her
admit card clutched tightly in
one hand.

She had gone to the wrong
examination centre. Breathless
and pleading, she explained to
security personnel that she had
mistakenly reported toaschool
in Dwarka that had a similar
name before racing across the
city. But protocol was unforgiv-
ing. The gates had shut.

She stood outsidein tearson
asweltering Sunday afternoon,
after missing her chanceatare-
test for the national-level
undergraduate medical en-
trance exam, which saw over 23
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Outside an examination centre in New Delhi on Sunday. tasHi ToBGYAL

lakh candidates appear.

The re-exam was con-
ducted after the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) cancelled the
May 3 examination following
allegations of a paper leak.

By the time the re-examin-
ation began at 2:15 pm, across
5,440 centres in India and 14
centres abroad, candidates had
already navigated biometric
verification, face authentication,
frisking checkpoints, CCTV sur-

veillance and layers of police se-
curity. More than seven lakh per-
sonnel — from district officials
and invigilators to police officers
and central security forces —
had been mobilised in what the
NTA later described as a “Team
Bharat” effort.

Outside examination
centresin the Capital, however,
the day unfolded under im-
mense stress and anxiety.

At BR Ambedkar School of

Specialised Excellencein South
Delhi’s Kalkaji, Pradeep Kumar,
a scrap dealer from Burari,
waited patiently under a tent
erected for parents at the
centre. “It is her first attempt,”
he said of his daughter, Aditi.
“There are no expectations. Let
her understand the exam first.
If she wants to try again next
year, we'll see.”

Inside the NEET centres,
candidates encountered
heightened security arrange-
ments. “Eatliet, religious threads
onourwrists were allowed,” said
18-year-old Tulsi, a first-time
candidate from Dwarka. “This
time they made us remove
everything. Theyeven asked me
to take off my hairband.”

Several candidates de-
scribed the security checks as
significantly stricter than those
in place during the examin-
ation held earlier on May 3. In-
side a government school in
Dwarka Sector 6, candidates

CJP stir: No permission for Day 2 but protesters
ready for long haul refuse to leave Jantar Mantar

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, June 21

BY AROUND 3:30 pm on Sun-
day —aday after the Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP) held a protest
at Jantar Mantar — many grew
tired and restless after camping
at the site overnight. The harsh
summer sun and lack of shade
saw many dispersing,.

Then an A R Rahman’s ren-
dition of ‘Vande Mataran’
acted as magic. The crowd
started to gather near the stage.
As tracks like ‘Hindustani’ and
‘Chak DeIndia’ played next, the
crowd shook all pain off. CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke urged

Getting monsoon
ready: More than
2.800 potholes

repairedinaday

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 21

WITH THE monsoon ap-
proaching, the Delhi govern-
ment’s Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) on Sunday carried
outacitywide special drive and
repaired over 2,800 potholes,
officials said.

As per PWD records, 14,757
potholes were identified on
roads maintained by the de-
partment between January 1
and June4. Of these, 12,762 had
already been repaired. Sun-
day’sdrive waslaunched toad-
dress the remaining identified
potholes before the monsoon
season, an official said.

PWD Minister Parvesh
Sahib Singh inspected repair
works at multiple locations
acrossthe Capital and reviewed
the progress of the exercise. De-
partment officials said engin-
eers, maintenance staff, and
field teams were deployed
throughout the day, to com-
plete the work within a stipu-
lated time frame.

Speaking during an inspec-
tion, Singh said the depart-
mentintensified road mainten-
ance activities ahead of the
rains, when potholes tend to ex-
pand and create safety hazards
for motorists.

Lol v L
AMIT MEHRA

At the protest site on Sunday.

protesterstostay at Jantar Man-
tar till Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan resigned and
on Sunday, they seemed ready
for the long haul.

The CJP received an appro-
val from the police for a protest
only till 5 pm on Saturday.
“There was no arrest, no case,

Gurgaonroad
rage: 2youths
held for assault
and vandalism

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 21

Two men were arrested on Sat-
urday for allegedly assaulting a
commuter and vandalising his
vehicle after a dispute over giv-
ing way on the road near Rajiv
Chowk in Gurgaon.

The accused, identified as
Parth and Paras, both 22, are
residents of Fazilpur. As perthe
complaint filed at the Naharpur
Rupa police post, the incident
began while the complainant
was driving from Sohna Road
toward Rajiv Chowk.

He alleged that an SUV,
being driven by the accused,
narrowly missed colliding with
his car. The accused initially
blocked the complainant’s ve-
hicle and verbally abused him.
Though the victim managed to
drive away, the accused inter-
cepted him again near Rajiv
Chowk by parking their SUV di-
rectlyin front of his car. Theduo
thenallegedly smashed the win-
dows of the complainant’s ve-
hicle with sticks, an officer said.

The purported video of the
incident has gone viral on so-
cial media in which the com-
plainant, who filmed from in-
side his car, is screaming at the
accused before turning to by-
standers for help, officers said.
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nor any detention today. Some
people, who were creating
ruckus, were isolated,” said a
senior police officer on Sunday.
“They were allowed to hold a
protest only till 5 pm yesterday.
But protesters have still not left
the venue,” he added.

Alauddin Ansari (21) said:
“Lastnight, Iwanted to stay, but
I went outside to get water and
they did not allow me to come
inside again. So today, I am not
going to step outside at all.” A
student of Himachal Pradesh’s
Shoolini University, Ansari
works at Amazon in Noida.

“I had taken the UGC-NET
exam in 2024, and it had gone

well. When news emerged that
there was a paper leak, I was
heartbroken,” said Prashant
Sagar (27), who came all the way
from UP’s Hathras. He was at
the site on Saturday night. “The
ground was simmering hot till
around midnight. Police were
not allowing food and water at
the site initially. Even the water
connectioninside the toilet was
cut. But after repeated requests,
they allowed food and water.”

“It’s important that we
come here, even if no one re-
signs. The pictures and videos
will create a sense of fear
among the authorities,” said Sa-
chin Sangwan (27).
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BIOTECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND
INNOVATION COUNCIL - RAJIV GANDHI
CENTRE FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY (BRIC-RGCB)

An institution under Department of Biotechnology (DBT)
Ministry for Science & Technotogy, Thycaud PO, Thirevananthapuram-6950714
Kerala, India www.rgch.res.in

BRIC-RGCB invites application for admission
fo the Master’s Degree in Biotechnology
(MSc Biotechnology)

June 18, 2026

BRIG-RGCB M5c program is affiliated to the Regional Centre
for Biotechnology (RCB) an "Institution of National Importance”
providing education, fraining and research established by the
Department of Biotechnology, Government of India under the
auspices of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). This programme has duration
of two years inclusive of four semesters, All students admitted
to the MSc programme shall receive a monthly stipend of
T 6000 forthe first year and T 8000 forthe second year,

» All candidates must have a valid GAT-B score.

* Final selection of the students will be based on the GAT-B
rank and the Cut-off score/rank fixed by BRIC-RGCB for

« Students must have 60% aggregate marks (or an equivalent
grade point average) in Bachelor's degree in any branch of

Life Science or Medicine as per the UGC guidelines.
Last Date to receive the filled application: On or before 30"

June, 2026

Complete information, application format & other details are
available on the BRIC-RGCE website

(https://rgcb.res.infMSc2026/),

Sd/-
Director

underwent multiple rounds of
document verification, biomet-
ric authentication and frisking
before being allowed to enter
examination halls. “They
checked my documents twice
and frisked me too,” said Shilpa,
a Delhi University student ap-
pearing for her second attempt
at NEET. “The security was
tighter this time.”

By late afternoon, the mood
outside the centres began to
shift. At CM Shri Schooland PM
Shri Schoolin Dwarka Sector S,
barricades lined the road as
hundreds of parents gathered
outside the gates, fanning
themselves in the heat while
waiting for the 5:15 pm bell.

Assoon as the gates opened,
Shalini, an aspirant from Najaf-
garh, rushed straight towards
her mother. “The paper was
better than I expected,” she said
while adding that the Physics
section had been easier in the
original May examination.

I'llli!ll'hf Hm
and mm
ﬂammmm nr‘rm:lla

Alok Singh
New Delhi, June 21

DELHI POLICE has ap-
proached IIT Delhi for help in
conducting a study to ascertain
the exact cause of the collapse
of a five-storey building in the
Saidulajab near Saket Metro
station in South Delhi’s
Mehrauli that left six people
dead and eight others injured,
The Indian Express has learnt.
The incident took place on
May 30 evening. The structure
was originally a four-storey
building, but the owner and
builders were in the process of
constructing two additional
floors. One extra floor had al-
ready been completed when
the building collapsed.
Thebuilding housed offices
of private companies and a call

| centre. While the ground, first

and third floors were occupied
and operational, the second
floor had remained vacant for
the past few months.

As per sources, the addi-
tional floors are suspected to
have contributed to the col-
lapse. However, the police are
seeking a detailed structural as-
sessment, including 3D map-
ping and technical studies, to
determine the precise cause.

“Delhi Police approached
IIT Delhi earlier this month,
and ateam of engineers visited
the site. A second visit is ex-
pected soon, after which the
team may submit its report,” a
source said.

The study is expected to
help investigators determine
the exact reason behind the col-
lapse through an expert assess-
ment of the building’s struc-
tural integrity, the source

RERA Registration Number : DLRERA2022P0011
weblink: https:/irera.delhi.gov.in/registered_promoters_list

‘DOWNTOWN’

added. As per police, the probe
so far has revealed that the
building was constructed
around eight years ago and that
its basement was not structur-
ally capable of bearing the ad-
ditional load of two more floors.

“One extra floor had already
been constructed, while workon
another was underway. How-
ever, construction had re-
portedly been halted for several
days because of a payment dis-
pute between the builder and
the contractor,” the source said.

A few days before the col-
lapse, excavation work was car-
ried out in the basement to in-
stall awater tank. Police suspect
that this may have further
weakened the structure.Police
have already arrested the build-
ing owner and two builders in-
volved in the construction of the
additional floors.
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A Navratna CPSE

at Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi

Last Date of Submission of EMD

Direct Sale
by NBCC through

30.06.2026
Sale open through e-Auction - ﬁe\
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INSIDE THE RACE TO BUILD THE NEXT BLUSMART

Delhi'sEV

Cab Void

BluSmart’s downfall opened a rare gap in NCR’s ride-hailing market.
But as startups, fleet operators and global entrants rush in, growth has
been slow and fraught with challenges, reports Devansh Mittal

OR MONTHS after theride-hail-
ingservice BluSmart shutdown,
Arjun Pratap Chauhan con-
tinued to make the same small
mistake.

Before leaving home in Delhi, the 24-
year-old musician would unlock his phone,
type the company’s name into the search
bar and only then remember that there was
no car to book.

The app had become a habit. If he was
meeting friends in Gurgaon or heading
anywhere across the city for dinner, he
would reserve aride in advance and expect,
with little thought, that it would arrive.

What he misses now is not the electric
vehicles that helped make BluSmart one of
national capital’s most recognisable mobil-
ity startups.

It is the certainty.

“The cars were cleaner. Drivers can-
celled less often,” Arjun said. “I haven’t
found anything that works the same way.”

In April 2025, Blusmart suspended op-
erations after allegations of fund diversion
surfaced around related party entity Gen-
sol Engineering.

Morethan ayear later, Arjun says he still
hasn’t found a replacement.

“I don’t mind paying Rs 100 extra,” he
said. “Tjust haven’t found something that
works like Blusmart.”

His complaint is not unusual.

In Delhi-NCR, Blusmart’s shutdown left
behind more thanidle electric vehiclesand
displaced drivers. It also left behind cus-
tomers who had grown accustomed to a
more reliable ride experience.

And yet, industry insiders say, no
new entrant in the NCR has emerged as a
clear successor.

Industry insiders say replacing Blus-
mart has proven more difficult than simply
launching another electric cab fleet. Part of
the challenge is operational: inconsistent
charginginfrastructure and the complexity
of running tightly controlled fleets.

But executives and analysts also point
toalarger business problem - maintaining
that level of service, in NCR, requires sig-
nificantinvestment, and scaling it sustain-
ably remains difficult.

The contenders

For some founders, Blusmart’s exit cre-
ated space to build something new.

Sahil Jindal, Managing Director of the
DS Jindal group, says he had explored en-
tering the EV cab business for nearly two
years but held back while BluSmart domi-
nated the market.

Instead, he and his associates briefly
considered moving upmarket into luxury
mobility before shelving the idea.

BluSmart’s shutdown changed that.

“That iswhenIthought thisis the right
space,” he said. “There was a complete vac-
uum in the market.”

Soon after, Sahil launched Trevel, an
electric cab company. Today, Trevel oper-
ates 25 electric cabs in Gurgaon and
plans to deploy 20,000 vehicles over the
next five years.

Others, too, have placed their bets on
the market.

The largest bet so far has come from
Refex Mobility, a Chennai-based fleet op-
erator led by Anirudh Arun, the former
chiefexecutive at BluSmart. Refex operates
roughly 2000 cars across India; 1600 of
them are electric.

One afternoon in Gurgaon, atan under-
ground charging hub beneath a shopping
complex in Sector 29, drivers gathered be-
side rows of plugged-in electric vehicles
waiting for their next assignments. Among
them was Kapil, who, like most of his fellow
drivers, fleet managers, and the CEO,
worked at Blusmart.

Work hasbeen slower than he expected.

“Ido only two or three rides a day right
now,” he said.

The lower number of rides Kapil and
other drivers complete is a deliberate
choice.Ratherthan compete immediately
for every consumer booking, Refex, Ani-
rudh says, has concentrated on transpor-
ting office (B2B) employees along
fixed routes.

For electric vehicles, predictability
matters. A taxi stranded with a depleted
battery can disrupt an entire chain of rides.
Scheduled corporate commutes are easier
to manage than the uncertainty of on-de-
mand travel across the sprawling NCR.

“When we had thousands of cars at
BluSmart, if one vehicle ran out of charge,
another nearby could take over the book-

Lakshmi Kumari drives her electric cab; (top) a Jio-BP charging and parking station for
electric cabs at Trillium Avenue in Gurgaon Sector 29. GAJENDRA YADAV

Operations have tobe

planned to maximise
bookings and minimise non-
revenue kilometres, such as
trips to charging stations.
EVs need tobe used as much
as possible: while they cost
more upfront than petrol or
CNG cars, their running costs
arelower”

SHYAMASIS DAS,
CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS

ing,” Anirudh said. “Today we don’t yet
have that scale.” However, Refex has now
started offering on-demand rides but only
on a small scale for now.

For customerslike Arjun, however, this
new EV fleet makes little difference.

That may change soon, though: another
fleet operator, which launched in Delhi-
NCR just a few weeks ago, could soon be-
come available to customers like him.

Vietnamese green-mobility company
Green SM entered India’s cab-hailing mar-
ket earlier this month with a fleet 0f 1,000
turquoise electric SUVs in Delhi-NCR.
Indiabecomesthe company’s fifth market
after Vietnam, Laos, Indonesia, and the
Philippines.

Atalaunch eventheld onJune 5, Manoj
Ravikanti, Green SM India’s Chief Operat-
ing Officer, outlined a more consumer-
facing approach. “We will get around 80%
of our commuters directly, while getting
the remaining through B2B tie ups and
partnerships,” he said.

The arrival of a global player suggests
that confidence in electric mobility has not
disappeared with BluSmart. “Delhi repre-

sentsIndia with all of its diversity. We want
to test our model and stabilize our oper-
ations here, after which we will look at
other markets,” Manoj said.

Industry insiders say that Green SM en-
tered with 1,000 vehicles from the outset
because scale itself is part of its strategy to
attract customers. “It is important for
people to see your cars on the road to build
a customer base, and for that, you need
scale,” says Shyamasis Das, who works on
electric mobility at Delhi-based think-tank
Centre for Social and Economic Progress
(CSEP).

Why replacing BluSmartis
harder than it looks

The problem, industry insiders say, was
never finding customers.

The problem was everything that hap-
pened after a customer pressed ‘Book’.

For years, ride-hailing companies in
India have relied on a relatively simple ar-
rangement: drivers supply their own ve-
hicles, platforms supply passengers, and
fuel stations are rarely more than a few
minutes away.

Electric fleets change that equation.

“EV operations are not as straightfor-
ward as they seem,” Anirudh says.

“Consider a cab dispatched to Noida,
where charging options may be sparse. If the
vehicle runs low on battery mid-route, the
disruption affects notjust thedriver but the
rider as well.”

Charging remains another constraint
for electric mobility, experts say. Unlike ICE
vehicles, EVs spend longer off the road to
recharge, limiting daily trips and, in turn,
earnings.

“Operations have to be planned to maxi-
mise bookings and minimise non-revenue
kilometres, such as trips to charging sta-
tions. EVs need to be used as much as poss-
ible: while they cost more upfront than pet-
rol or CNG cars, their running costs are
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lower,” Shyamasis says.

Uber and Rapido did not respond to
queries about their electrification efforts.

The obstacles are also partly techno-
logical and financial, industry insiders
pointout.

Platforms such as Uber and Rapido
largely rely on drivers bringing their own
vehicles and using the app to find cus-
tomers. BluSmart took the opposite ap-
proach, owning or leasing vehiclesin an
effort to standardise maintenance and
customer experience.

“In the West, many Uber drivers work
part-time and treat their car asa personal
asset, so they maintain it well,” said
Anmol Sharma, founder of Naviget, a
new EV-first ride-hailing startup. “In
India, drivers often depend entirely on
the vehicle forincome, which canlead to
heavy usage and less maintenance.”

To deliver a more consistent service,
BluSmart retained control of its fleet.
Ownership gave the company tighter
control over quality, said Shivani Palepu,
senior principal analyst at Gartner, ad-
ding that such operators rely on strict
technological and operational checks to
maintain their vehicles.

Companies also tend to own EVs be-
cause high upfront costs and uncertainty
over battery life make drivers less likely
to buy them, Anirudh said.

But ownership creates another prob-
lem. Buying and maintaining vehicles
requires significant capital expenditure.
“Quality of service generally diminishes
asyouscale, so that will have to be tightly
controlled,” Shivani said.

Even operators that entered the elec-
tric cab market while BluSmart was still
active have expanded cautiously.

Vikas Bardia, founder of Shoffr, a
Bengaluru-based electric taxi company
which runs around 90 cars in Delhi-NCR
and around 160 in Bengaluru and Hyde-
rabad, said the company does not want
to be the biggest player.

“Our focus is on solving underlying
challenges —building a dependable pipe-
line of drivers, improving operational ef-
ficiency and developing our own servic-
ing and technology capabilities as we
grow,” Bardia said.

Anmol says there is a third option:
don’t own the cars — partner with fleet
owners instead.

“Owning a vehicle is very expensive,
and then you have to deal with wear and
tear on these expensive assets. This is
alsowhere Blusmart was wrong,” he says.

Anmol argues that fleet operators
should own the vehicles while technol-
ogy companies focus on setting stan-
dards and supplying demand. His com-
pany works with fleet partners, providing
training protocols, maintenance require-
ments and bookings through its plat-

New Delhi
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form.

Whether that model succeeds re-
mains uncertain. The company is still
small, completing only a handful of rides
each day.

As new startups continue trying to
solve the riddle of scaling the BluSmart
model without bleeding cash, for many
drivers, meanwhile, the disruption has
proved more enduring,.

The people left behind

Three years ago, when Lakshmi Ku-
mari was handed the keystoaTata Tigor.
At the time, she was among the first
women recruited by BluSmart.

For Laxmi, then in her early twenties,
the position offered something she had
rarely experienced before: predictability.

She could plan her finances. She
could continue her studies. "Everything
was going so well," she recalled. "Cus-
tomers were respectful, and I was earn-
ing more than other cab drivers."

Then came the allegations that en-
gulfed the company.

When news of the crisis began
spreading in April 2025, Laxmi initially
struggled to believe it. In the weeks that
followed, she found herself on the phone
with other women drivers, exchanging
job leads.

What happens now?

The answer arrived slowly. “Some
drivers left the industry altogether.
Others moved between employers
searching for work,” she recalls. Event-
ually, Laxmi heard that former BluSmart
employees were being hired by Refex.

She joined months later.

The job restored a measure of stabil-
ity.“However, pay was lower. The hours
were longer,” she says.

By then, Laxmi had completed her
undergraduate degree and enrolled in a
master's program in public administra-
tion. Balancing work and study became
increasingly difficult.

“Drivers were expected to work fixed
12-hour shifts; taking more than one day
off beyond the required 26 working days
in a month meant a deduction of Rs
1,000,” she says.

Over time, the schedule began to
compete with her studies. In Decembet,
she left again - this time for Giriraj Mo-
bility Services, where the pay is lower but
the hours are easier to manage.

“The salary is the lowest here,” she
said, “but I have more freedom.”

What Laxmi misses is not simply a
former employer, but the stability BluS-
mart briefly provided. She is not alone.
Hundreds of former drivers are still re-
building after the company's collapse.
And many, like Laxmi, are still waiting to
see whether anyone can fill the vacuum
BluSmart left behind.
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Absurd India
slams Zardari's
statementon
demolitionthreats

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 21

THE CENTRE hasrejected Pak-
istan President Asif Ali Zardari’s
statement on alleged demoli-
tion threats facing Muslim relig-
ioussitesin India.

“India categorically rejects
the unwarranted comments
made by the President of Pakis-
tan. He has, in any case, nolocus
standi to comment on matters
that are internal to India,” said
Randhir Jaiswal, official spokes-
person, MEA.

“These comments are par-
ticularly absurd given Pakistan’s
own abysmal record on human
rights, which is a matter of glo-
bal commentary,” he said.
“..The(Pakistan) President's re-
marks can only be read as a de-
liberate political attack, driven
by Pakistan’s national policies of
bigotry and hatred,” he said.

The MEA’s response came
after Zardari in a post on X re-
ferred tothe alleged demolition
threats facing the 1,000-year-
old Masjid GanjShaheedain Va-
ranasi and urged the Indian
authorities to halt such actions.

PM Modiinducts three new vessels | PAYAFTERVERDICT ON HIS FATHER'S KILLING

AtriMitra
Kolkata, June 21

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi inducted three new in-
digenously built naval vessels
into the Indian Navy during his
visit to Kolkataon Sunday, while
remarkingthat Indiaisnolonger
just abuyer but also a manufac-
turer and seller of modern
weapons to many countries.

Addressing the formal com-
missioningof the threeindigen-
ously built naval ships at a cer-
emony at the Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port here, the PM
said, “Today, India is no longer
justabuyer; it is manufacturing
and selling modern weapons to
many countries and also build-
ingindigenous strength.”

The three ships inducted
into the Indian Navy on Sunday
are INS Dunagiri, an advanced
stealth frigate; INS Sanshodhak,
a survey vessel (large); and INS
Agray, an anti-submarine war-
fare shallow water craft. High-
lighting the importance of the
warships, the PM said, “These
were made in India and de-
signed in India.

Theskilland hard work of In-
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into Indian Navy at Kolkata port
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PM Narendra Modi, flanked by West Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari and Governor R N Ravi, during a
ceremony to commission two Indian Navy warships and a survey vessel in Kolkata on Sunday. pri

dian engineersliebehind them.
This is the greatest strength of
New India. Today, India no
longer wantstoremain merelya
buyer in the defence sector.”

He added, “Our military
strength cannot become a mar-
ket for the world. The identity of
our strength does not lie in be-
coming a global market, but in
our self-reliance. India wants to
become a producer. The day we
become a producer, we will also
become a decision-maker.” As
per experts, the commissioning
ofthese vesselsisexpectedtoen-
hance India’s maritime combat
capabilities, underwater and
surface warfare readiness,

hydrographicsurveys, and mari-
time domain awareness.

The PM said that the induc-
tion of the three shipswould also
increase employmentineastern
India. Praising the state, Modi
said: “Bengal has given momen-
tum to India’s growth. It is from
Bengal that the campaign for a
self-reliant, secure Indiaisbeing
carried forward. To become
strongin defense, one mustalso
be powerful at sea.”

Talking about the state’s re-
cent regime change, Modi said,
“Bengal isan importantland for
connectivity by waterways. The
course of the Hooghly River has
witnessed history changing. It

Nitish Kumar endorsed as J D(U) national
president, son Nishant as ‘party’s future’

Santosh Singh
Patna, June 21

AS THE JD (U) completed the
formality of endorsing former
CM Nitish Kumar as its na-
tional president on Sunday, all
top party leaders declared with
voice vote that Bihar health
minister and Nitish Kumar's
son Nishant Kumar was the
“future of the party™.

The party held meetings of
its state and national councils
to complete the procedure of
endorsing its state president
Umesh Kushwaha and na-
tional president Nitish Kumar
on Sunday. The meetings were
attended by JD (U) national
working president Sanjay
Kumar Jha, Union minister
and JD (U) MP Rajeev Ranjan
Singh alias Lalan Singh, Deputy
CMsBijendra Prasad Yadavand
Vijay Kumar Choudhary, JD (U)
leaderin the Assembly Shravan
Kumar, and health minister Ni-
shant Kumar. Nitish Kumar,
however, attended only the na-
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JD(U) national president Nitish Kumar and working president
Sanjay Jhain Patna on Saturday. pri

tional council meet.

Jha told The Indian Ex-
press: “Thave clearly said in the
party meeting, in the presence
of our national president Nitish
Kumar, that Nishant Kumar is
the future of the party.Ialsore-

iterated that Nishant was
allowed to join politics only
after Nitish Kumar decided to
quitasBihar CM and took to na-
tional politics. We are amply
clear that the future generation
has to take the party forward

now and Nishant alone is the
future of the party and would
carry forward the legacy of his
illustrious father.”

Lalan Singh and Shravan
Kumar, also a minister in the
Bihar government, echoed
similar sentiments at the party
forum. This was the first key
meeting of the Janata Dal
(United) after Nitish Kumar
quit as Bihar CM around two
months ago.

For his part, Nishant Kumar
said: “We have towork hard on
ground to carry forward the
legacy of Nitish Kumar.Ithank
all party leaders and workers
for giving me some important
role to play.”

A senior JD (U) source said:
“The biggest takeaway of the
party meeting is the clear en-
dorsement of Nishant Kumar
as its future leader. The fact
that the message went out
from the highest party forum
in the presence of Nitish
Kumar sent a clear message to
the rank and file.”

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawans on their Balidan Diwas.
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Lance Naik
Ram Murmu
10 Bn
o| 02-03-1965
To
22-06-2000
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Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Lance Naik Ram Murmu of 10
Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
after being grievously injured in a cow-
ardly attack by a militant in Baramulla,
J&K on 22 June 2000. CRPF salute#s
the bravehearts and pledges never to let
his sacrifice go in vain.
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K. C. Sahoo
] 137 Bn
06-05-1980
J‘L., 22-06-2008

Veer Balidani
Constable S.
Prem Kumar
Singh
23 Bn

22-06-2002

Veer Balidani |DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable K. C. Sahoo of 137
Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after
being injured in gun battle with militants
in Srinagar on 22 June 2008. #CRPF
To salutes the braveheart and pledges never
to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable S. Prem Kumar Singh
of 23 Bn, who was seriously injured in an
ambush by militants on 28 May 2002 in
Banihal district, J&K and breathed his last
01-03-1976 Tolon 22 June 2002 during treatment.
#CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges
never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

DP/B206/NE/2026
(Court Matter)

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Parson Rajnikant Slo: Sh. Tarakant, Rio: C-144, Gali No. 22,
Khaiuri Khas Delhi has committed (or is suspected fo have
committed) the offence in Case No. B06/2017, FIR No. 1065/2015,
U/S: 354/354B/451 IPC & 4DP, PS: Khajuri Khas, Delhi, and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupeon issued that the
said accused person(s) Rajnikant, cannot be found and whereas
it has bean shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
personis) Rajnikant, has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said wamrant), Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused person Rajnikant, of Case No.
806/2017, FIR No. 1065/2015, U/S: 354/354B/451 IPC & 4DP,
PS: Khajuri Khas, Delhi, is required to appear before this Court
to answer the said complaint on or before 24.07.2026.

By Order
Rishika Srivastava

Judicial Magistrate First Class

Mahila Court-01 North East
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

11001/142/2627

£ DHARANIDHAR UNIVERSITY,
KEONJHAR-758001

No. 2229 /DDUK/ESTT. /2026

Date: 19.06.2026

haswitnessed anew chapterand
a new journey of development.
Significantly, this port is named
after Bengal’s illustrious son,
Syama Prasad Mookerjee.”

Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari was also present at the
event, apart from government
officials and senior Navy and Air
Force officers.

The vesselswere designed by
Navy’s Warship Design Bureau
and built by Kolkata-based De-
fence PSU Garden Reach Ship-
buildersand EngineersLtd. The
warships were ready in March,
their formal handover to the
Navy remained pendingtill now.

WITHPTIINPUTS

Karnataka CM
meets Uddhav

Press Trust of India
Mumbai, June 21

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister
D KShivakumar met ShivSena
(UBT) president Uddhav
Thackeray at his Mumbai’s resi-
dence on Saturday. He visited
Matoshri, the Bandra residence
ofthe Thackerays, on Saturday.

Shivakumarwasin Mumbai
to attend the wedding of NCP
(SP) MP Supriya Sule’sdaughter.

"Glad to meet former Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Shri
Uddhav Thackeray and his
family, along with Shri Sanjay
Raut, Member of Parliament,
in Mumbai. We had awarmin-
teraction and exchanged views
on matters of public interest,"
Shivakumar said in a post on
Facebook.

Omraje Nimbalkar

joins Shinde group

Vallab Ozarkar
Mumbai, June 21

A DAY after a special CBI court
acquitted all eight accused in
the 2006 murder of his father,
former Congress leader Pavan-
raje Nimbalkar, Osmanabad
MP Omraje Nimbalkar on Sun-
day crossed over to the Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena, becom-
ing the crucial sixth MP back-
ing the rebellion.

The move comes after days
of hectic political activity, with
both the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena (UBT) and the
Shinde camp makinglast-min-
ute attempts to secure Nimbal-
kar’s support. His decision is
significant because it gives the
rebel group the numbers
required to cross the two-thirds
mark among the Sena (UBT)’s
Lok Sabha MPs.

Announcing his decision
before supporters and party
workers, Nimbalkar said the
switch was dictated by the need
to secure development funds
and complete pendingworksin
his constituency.

“In local body elections in
Dharashiv, despite all our ef-
forts, we could not win. We
never lacked commitment or
hard work, but being out of
power affected our ability to
help people,” he said.Dismis-
sing claims that the move was
driven by personal consider-
ations or political pressure,
Nimbalkar said, “Iamnot going
with the ruling side for money
or personal benefit.Iam not the
kind of person who takes deci-
sions for personal gain, nor am
Iunder pressure because of any
CBIorED case. Thisdecisionis
for development, and for that
we need to be in power. We will
now show how power can be
used for the welfare of the
people of Dharashiv.”

The MP said he had re-
peatedly faced difficulties in
meeting the expectations of
constituents who approached
him with demands for basic in-
frastructure and public works.
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Omraje Nimbalkar is an MP from
Osmanabad pri

“People come to their MP
expecting solutions... For the
last seven years, people have
had huge expectations from
me. Iwill continue to work hon-
estly to fulfil those expecta-
tions,” he said.

He added that he would
now work under Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde’s leadership to
push long-pending projects in
theregion “Projectssuch asthe
Krishna-Marathwada irriga-
tion scheme and several bar-
rage works have remained in-
complete for years. We will
show people how power can be
used for development and not
merely for making announce-
ments.”

The timing of the decision
has drawn attention as it came
justaday afterthe verdictinthe
Pavanraje Nimbalkar murder
case. On Saturday, aspecial CBI
court acquitted all eight ac-
cused, including former min-
ister Padamsinh Patil in the
case. Omraje Nimbalkar had
publicly expressed disappoint-
ment over the verdict and later
revealed that he had spoken to
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, Deputy Chief Minister
Shinde and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah. The state gov-
ernment subsequently an-
nounced that the CBI would
challenge the acquittal before
the Bombay High Court.

Despite joining the rival
camp, Nimbalkar refrained
from attacking the Thackeray
family and instead went out of

his way to acknowledge their
support. “I have received im-
mense affection, blessings and
support from Uddhaviji, Aadi-
tyaji and everyone in the
Thackeray family. I have never
spoken a bad word about any-
one and will never do so,” he
said.

Appealingto hissupporters
to not target his former party
leadership, he said, “I have told
all my workers that not a single
disrespectful word should be
spoken about Matoshree. No
one should make any objec-
tionable comments.”

Late on Saturday, SenaUBT
MLAs Varun Sardesai and
Kailas Patil, both considered
close to Uddhav Thackeray,
reached Nimbalkar’s Pune resi-
dence and held discussions
with him for nearly an hour.
Party sources said Uddhav
Thackeray had also directly
spoke to Omraje Nimbalkar on
phone and sought to under-
stand his stand amid the on-
going political developments.
However the reachout seemed
to have failed.

Nimbalkar was not the only
rebel MP tojustify his switch on
development grounds. MP Na-
gesh Ashtikar, another member
of the breakaway group, said
the lack of funds had stalled
projectsin his constituency and
left him with little choice but to
align with the ruling side.

Rejecting suggestions that
the rebellion was ideological,
Ashtikar said, “Ihave not aban-
doned the ideology. I am going
from Sena to Sena only, not
anywhere else.” Avoiding any
criticism of Uddhav Thackeray,
he said, “I am not upset with
Uddhav saheb, but without
power, the work of the people
was not happening.”

The statements from Nim-
balkar and Ashtikar indicate a
conscious effort by the rebel
MPs to present their move as a
practical decision linked to gov-
ernance and development
rather than a revolt against the
Thackeray leadership.
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RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited from eligible candidates as per UGC eligibility criteria (UGC
Notification 18th July 2018 and subsequent amendments) to fill up various faculty
positions in the Department of Anthropology (Arts), B.Ed., Botany, Chemistry,
Commerce, Computer Science, Economies, Education, English, Geology, History,
Material Science, Mathematics, Odia, Philosophy, Political Science, Physics,
Sanskrit, Please refer website

Sociology and Zoology.

https://himsrecruitment.odisha.gov.in/for vacancy details notification wise.

The filled-in application should be submitted Online in the HIMS portal:
https://himsrecruitment.odisha.gov.in/ ) which will be available from 22.06.2026
onwards. Candidates are required to complete the application in all respects and
upload all necessary supporting documents on or before 27.07.2026.

In addition, a hardcopy of downloaded application submitted online in HIMS portal
along with all relevant documents must be sent only via Speed post/ Registered post
to the Registrar, Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar, District- Keonjhar, Odisha, PIN-
758001 in a A4 size envelope superscribed. Applications for the post of...... so as to
reach on before 07.08.2026 by 05:30 p.m.Applications received after due time and
date will not be entertained under any circumstances.

Candidates are advised to visit https://dduniversity.ac.in, regularly for further

updates till completion of recruitment process.

By Order of the Vice-Chancellor
Sd/-
Registrar

OIPR/11001/11126/1/26-27/0003 Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BILASPUR CHHATTISGARH

CAVEAT APPLICATION NOQ, 2026 [W.P. (S} ND, 2026]
CAVEATORJAPPLICANT ¢ South Eastern Coalfisld Limited,
PROPOSED RESPOMNDEMNT : Through General Manager (Manpower), South
Eastern Coalfield Limited, Headquarter, Soepat
Road, Bilaspur {C.G.}.
VERSLUS
NOMN-APPLICANTS Pubdic in Gensaral
PROFOSED PETITIONER

CAVEAT APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 148A OF CIVIL PROOCEDURE CODE

The above named CaveatorApplicantProposed Reapondent SECL most humbly

b=pgs to submit a5 under:

1, That, the Caveator | Proposad respondents e the Management of SECL issusd
Employment Matification ¢ kstler no SECUHRBAP/Recmitment’2026/165 - dated
08-04-2026 in respect of recrudment to the post of Mining Sirdar T&S Grade G,
By Burvayor TAS Grade C [ Mining ) and Assistani Foraman [Electrical) TAS Grade C
and Invitéed applicaton from the opan markel, Mow pobice for schedole of
examination has been lssued vide letter no SECLIMP/RECT2026/549 dated
TROE/2026 which i3 to be held an 02-07-2026 The copy of Employment Motification
{ letter mo SECL! HRUMP/Recruitmeant (202611 66 dated 08-04-2026 and The copy of
Moliced tetter no SECLIMP/RECT/2026/540 dated 19032026 are eanclosed
hargwilhas ANNEXURE Cl1,

2, Thal the praposad pelitionednon-applican! § any candidales/public i Ganaral may
file the WnE Patiton (Senelca b ursdararticlo 226022 0 of e Canstitulsan of India balora
this Hon'bbe High Courl against Employvment Notficationtetsr no SECLHREMPY
Recruitment2026/166 dated 08-04-2036 and Moticeleiter no SECLMP/RELCT
2026540 dated 12026 issued by the Caveator, proposad respondent™SECL
amd may also seak intarim rabaf against the =aid nodice

3. s, therefore, requesied that this Hon'bde Court be plaased to hear the Cawvealors/
Applicants/Proposed respondent’SECL befora passing any inferim ordar by this
Han'ble Gourl against Employmant Nolfication | lelber no SECLIHEMP!
Recrument 2020166 dated 08-04-2026 and Moticefetier no SECLMP/RECT!
2026540 dated 19/06/2026

4, The capy of the caveal application has been published in News Paper, The Copy of
the Mews Papar publication iz fded herawith s ANNEXURE Ci2.

PRAYER

It s, thesefore, prayed that this Hon'ble Court be pleased o hear the Caveator/

ApplcantProposed Hespondents before pasaing any interim ardes in favouwr of the

proposed petitioner against Employment Motification [/ lstter no SECLHRMPY

Recruitment (2026166 datad 08-04-2026 and Moticalatter no SECLMP/RECT 2026

549 dated 1902026, in theinteras! of juslice,

(Winod Deshmukh)

Crabeed: 20-06-2026 Counsel for caveatorproposed respondent!SECL

Bilaspur

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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B bar: World marl SINCSSALC ou
Times Square to NlCO ar: World marks Yoga Day °
DELHI . RTe - o
e i am tobecome more
eI T i
Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, June 21
AS THE world marked the 12th
International Yoga Day on Sun-
day, Prime Minister Narendra
-l _u Modi said yoga has become the
c . o 19 largest global community cel-
Unofficial ebration, binding people across
. countries and cultures.
ReVleW Kicking offthe day’s celebra-
RAILWAY MINISTER Ash- tions at Kolkata’s iconic Red
wini Vaishnaw has a unique Road, Modisaid June21, thelon-
way of reviewing the gest day of the year, or summer

projects of his ministry. He
often goes on unannounced
inspectionstoredeveloped
stations and other railway-
related venues and engages
in conversations with pas-
sengers, TTEs and cleaning
crew about the project. His
close aides say thisinformal
sharing of information may
not happen duringroutine
official briefings. Recently,
Vaishnaw was travelling on
atrain between two project
inaugurations in Rajasthan
when he struck a conversa-
tion with officers about
execution gaps, construc-
tion bottlenecks and engin-
eering solutions. After the
discussions, he convened a
meeting with senior
officials regarding the re-
dressal of specificissues
such asunderpass water
leakage, said sources.

In Company

of Film Stars

AFTER CYCLING with
Jackie Shroffin Mumbai
earlier this week, Union
Sports and Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
celebrated International
Yoga Day with another film
starin the Capital on Sun-
day. He practiced yoga
alongside actor Akshay
Kumar at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium. In aconver-
sation with the actor, the
minister also spoke of his
love for cycling and his in-
spiration for the ‘Sundays
on Cycle’ initiative
launched by his ministry.
Mandaviyahasbeen
participatingincycling
events across the country
with people from different
walks of life — students, po-
lice personnel, health pro-
fessionals, journalists
among others.

Plantation Drive
on Birthday

AMID THE ongoing prep-
arations for Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh early
next year, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) hasdecided to
run aweek-long plantation
drive from Julyl1—onthe
birthday of party president
AKkhilesh Yadav—in all 403
Assembly segmentsinthe
state. Asimilarinitiativeis
being run by the ruling BJP
called ‘Ek Ped Maake
Naam’,linkinglove for
mothers tonature. The SP
has sent written communi-
cations toits district units
to make arrangements for
the campaign. Accordingto
party leaders, the driveis
aimed at making UP “pollu-
tion free”.

(Clockwise from above) People perform yoga at Times Square in New York; in Kozhikode, Kerala; Indian Coast Guard personnelin
Andaman and Nicobar; and local residents in Srinagar, J&K, on the occasion of International Yoga Day on Sunday. pri/sHuaiB MASOODI

TMC No. 2 to “fall guy How
Abhishek becomes lightning
rod for party meltdown

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Kolkata, June 21

TMC’s national general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee met Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla Friday
to submit petitions seeking dis-
qualification of 20 party MPs
who recently jumped ship. This
was a desperate attempt to
counter the revolt of 20 of the
party’s 28 Lok Sabha MPs, who
announced their merger with
the NCPI, and met the Speaker
toseektheir recognition asasep-
arate bloc on June 14.

Thesplitinthe Abhishek-led
TMC parliamentary party came
daysafter nearly 60 of the party’s
80 MLAs defied its leadership’s
selection of Sobhandeb Chatto-
padhyay as the LoP, naming in-
stead Ritabrata Banerjee astheir
legislature party leader. While
these splitshave created an exist-
ential crisis for the Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led TMC, itisher nephew
Abhishek, 38, who has faced the
brunt of the party's unravelling
putting his political future at
stake.

Abhishek, who until one-
and-a-half months ago was the
TMC’s undisputed number two,
has now been under siege since
the party’sdebaclein the Bengal
Assembly electionsin early May.

Both TMC rebel groups, of
MLAs and MPs, have accused
his “high-handed leadership”
and his “inaccessibility and ar-
rogance” as a prime reason for

TMC’s unravelling has put the
MP’s political future at stake. FiLE

their rebellion.

During a meeting convened
by Mamata on May 19 to take
stock of the party’s defeat, sev-
eral MLAs blamed Abhishek’s
leadership. Some questioned
himover party candidate Jahan-
gir Khan's move to withdraw
from the Faltaseat repoll. Jahan-
girwaslater arrested under vari-
ous charges, even as his prox-
imity to Abhishek appeared to
be one reason for the TMC dis-
sidents' resentment.

Ritabrata then targeted Ab-
hishek, holding him responsible
for the TMC’s plight. “Abhishek
Banerjee hasno connection with
the legislature party,” he said,
urging Mamatato “guide” them
as their “chief advisor”. Other
rebel MLASs also said while they
respected Mamata they would
never accept Abhishek. Later,
when the 20 MPs revolted and
pledged their support to the
NDA, theytooblamed Abhishek
for the crisis gripping the TMC.

Soon after the poll results, the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
issued notices to a total of 17
premiseslinked to Abhishek, his
parentsand his firm over alleged
unauthorised constructions.
The police also registered cases
over some of hisalleged “inflam-
matory remarks” duringthe poll
campaign. Abhishek'snamehas
alsofiguredinalleged cattleand
coal smuggling cases being
probed by the CBI and ED.
“Thechallengesbefore

After the party Abhishek Banerjee, who
leadership picked Sob- still enjoys support of Ma-
handeb as the LoP, Ri- mata Banerjee, are daunt-
tabrata and Sandipan ® ing and unprecedented.
Saha, complained to The TMC is fighting a
Assembly Speaker Ra- battle for survivaland sois
thindra Bose that their signa-  Abhishek, for his political future.
tureswereallegedly forgedinthe  On one hand the rebel MPs and

party’sresolution on the matter.
This triggered an implosion in
the TMC's legislature party.
Later, about 60 MLASs chose Ri-
tabrata as their leader, with
Speaker Bose recognising himas
the LoP.

MLASs have split the party, and
ontheotherhand, multiplestate
and central agencies are issuing
him summons in case after
case,” said a senior party leader
closeto Mamata. FULLREPORTON
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solstice, in the northern hemi-
sphere, is now known to the
world as a day of yoga.

“June 21, which marks the
longest day on Earth, has now
become the largest community
celebration day because of yoga.
Yoga brings people together. I
congratulate the people of the
world on this occasion,” he said.

He also emphasised this
year’s theme for the celebra-
tions, ‘Yoga for Healthy Ageing),
andsaid, “Yogais notjust physi-
cal exercise, notrestricted toany
age group; it is an expression of
human spirit.”

He said the aim should be to
become moreflexibleat40 than
at 20, and more energetic at SO
than at 30. He added that this
ancient practice plays a crucial
role in promoting physical
health, mental well-being, and

PM Narendra Modi at Red Road in Kolkata, after kicking off the
celebrations of 12th International Yoga Day, on Sunday. Express

active ageing, thereby improv-
ing the quality oflife.

Flanked on the stage by Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari and
Governor R N Ravi, PM Modi
practiced a series of asanas be-
fore walking through the crowds
tointeract with participants, oc-
casionally pausing to correct
their postures. He also invoked
the philosophies of Rabindra-
nath Tagore, Swami Viveka-
nanda, and Rishi Aurobindo to
underscore the spiritual and so-
cial depth of the practice. “Ta-
gorebelieved thathumanident-
ityliesin staying connected with
the people around us. Yoga
speaks of this connection. Ma-
harishi Aurobindo used to say
thatourentirelifeisyoga. There-

fore, yogais notjust physical pos-
tures...itisthe expression of con-
sciousness in human life.”

Adhikari thanked Modi for
elevating yoga to a global plat-
form. Given the state’s political
landscape, Adhikari claimed
that although International Yoga
Day began 12 years ago, it had
never been officially celebrated
asagovernment-backed initiat-
ive in West Bengal until the BJP
government took office. The CM
credited Modi for the achiev-
ement of “bringingyogahome”,
while stressing that the tradition
of yoga had been practised in
Bengal for over a century.

The fervour was mirrored
across the state and other parts
ofthe country.

‘' Asregional parties splinter, BJP seeks
toisolate Congress reshape Opposition

CAPITALCONTEXT
BY L1z MATHEW

A WEEKLY LOOK AT POLITICS IN
A STATE FROM THE VANTAGE
POINT OF NEW DELHI

THE RESULTS of the recent As-
sembly election have opened
up an opportunity for the BJP
toweaken the Congress, which
had shown signs of revival in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
and undercut Leader of the Op-
position (LoP) Rahul Gandhi.
BJP sourcessaid its political
strategy since the 2024 Lok
Sabha election hasbeen aimed
at isolating and systematically
weakening the Congress, erod-
ing its traditional support
bases, and diminishing Gan-
dhi’s political influence. Critics,
however, argue that these ag-
gressive moves stem from the
BJP’s disappointment with its
below-expectation perform-
anceinthelast Lok Sabha polls.
The party’s resolve to ex-
pand its parliamentary
strength intensified further
after the government suffered
a significant setback in April
when the Lok Sabha defeated
the Constitution (One Hundred
and Thirty-First Amendment)
Bill, 2026, BJP leaders said.
With the Uddhav Thack-
eray-led Shiv Sena (UBT) head-
ingtowards asplit, the BJP may
be moving closer to securing
the number required for push-
ing through key Constitutional
amendments. In recent times,
both the TMC and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) have wit-
nessed groups of MPs breaking
away, with some extending

Rahul Gandhi remains principal focus of BJP’s political attacks. riLe

support to the NDA and others
joining the BJP. The DMK,
which has 22 MPs in the Lok
Sabha and has distanced itself
from the INDIA bloc, is also
learnt to be considering issue-
based support to the BJP-led
government at the Centre.

In the 543-member Lok
Sabha, the BJP-led NDA al-
ready has 293 MPs and the
newly formed bloc of 20 TMC
MPs has also declared support
tothe alliance. With the current
strength of the Lower House
being 540, the two-third mark
is 360.

Asectioninthe BJPis, how-
ever, cautious that the frag-
mentation of regional parties
could be perceived by voters as
the result of the BJP using its
political influence and re-
sources to engineer splits. Such
developments, they argue, may
not necessarily translate into
corresponding gains on the
ground.

However, a few other
leaders pointed out that the
Congress’s rise from 52 seats in

2019 to 99 in the current Lok
Sabhawasdriven substantially
by alliances with strong re-
gional parties.

Claimingthat the churn was
triggered by the Assembly re-
sults, a senior BJP leader said
the 2026 elections prompted
the regional parties to rethink
their future in the shadow of
the Congress. “If one goes by
simple arithmetic, the vote
bases of the Congress and the
Samajwadi Party (SP) in Uttar
Pradesh, the TMC in West Ben-
gal, the DMK in Tamil Nadu,
and the ShivSena (UBT) in Ma-
harashtra overlapped because
they were united on an anti-
BJP platform. The Congress
could increase its Lok Sabha
tally to 99 largely because of
support fromallies in Uttar Pra-
desh, Maharashtra and Tamil
Nadu,” the leader said.

“Theupward trajectory that
the Congress highlights is not
necessarily evidence of areturn
to its dominant position. Gan-
dhi’s political momentum after
the Bharat Jodo Yatra was

aided by support from INDIA
bloc partners. So the BJP will
naturally draw attention to that
support ifit begins to weaken,”
the leader said.

Sourcesin the BJP acknowl-
edged that much of the party’s
strategy since 2024 has focused
on Gandhi and on politically
isolating the Congress. While
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has consistently targeted the
Congressin his speeches, party
strategists have also sought to
corner the party both inside
and outside Parliament. Gan-
dhiremainsthe principal focus
of the BJP’s political attacks.

At a recent event in Benga-
luru, Modi said, “The Con-
gress’s identity now is that of a
parasite party. At the first op-
portunity, it will betray evenits
allies...” Modi was referring to
the Congress’s decision to part
ways with the DMK and join
handswith the TVK to form the
government in  Tamil
Nadu.

The BJP also believes that
Gandhi is increasingly relying
onsouthern Indiatosustain the
Congress’s political relevance.
As part of its strategy for the
2029 elections, the BJPwill look
to redouble its efforts in the
South, especially in Karnataka
and Telangana. “By being in
power in Karnataka and Telan-
gana, winningin Kerala and se-
curing a share in power in
Tamil Nadu, Gandhi believes
the Congress is the only na-
tional party with a strong pres-
ence in the South. The BJP has
to challenge that perception if
itwantstoexpand its pan-India
supportbase,” said aBJPleader
from the region.

CONTINUED PRESENCE OF MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH, BHAGAT SINGH AND BHINDRANWALE POINTS TO LEADERSHIP VACUUM PARTIES SHOULD AIMTOFILL

The 3 portraits on Punjab’s walls: Why the state keeps turning to men long gone

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

BY MANRAJ GREWAL
SHARMA

A WEEKLY DISPATCH ON THE
POLITICS AND IDEAS SHAPING
NORTH INDIA

IT IS strange that Punjab’s
politics continues to be defined
byjustahandful of men. Oneis
the most famous Sikh ruler who
ruled over the largest trans-re-
gional empire in the north.
Anotherisafreedom fighter, an
extraordinarily brave, bright,

and uncompromising young
revolutionary who gave up his
life for India’s freedom. The
third is a deeply contentious
figure, a separatist ideologue
who perished during Operation
Blue Star but remains a visible
face on vehicles, in gurdwaras,
and across social mediain Pun-
jab.

These three diametrically
different personalities offer a
window into Punjab and Pun-
jabis. Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
the one-eyed, pockmarked
ruler who never formally
anointed himself a maharaja,
remains a near-universal fa-
vourite. He is admired for his
just rule, his large-hearted ad-
ministration that was religion-
blind, and his forward-looking
outlook that led him to recruit
the best military experts and
weaponry from Europe. For
many Punjabis, he embodies

the ideal Punjabi: devout yet
secular, brave yet compassion-
ate, adventurous yet rooted.
Little wonder that Punjab’s
political parties repeatedly in-
voke hislegacy. The Shiromani
Akali Dal under Parkash Singh
Badal, the five-time chief min-
ister who was also a Dhillon like
the maharaja, frequently re-
ferred to his rule, presenting
itself as custodian of Ranjit
Singh's Sarkar-e-Khalsa. More
recently, newly appointed BJP
Punjab president Kewal Singh
Dhillon unveiled a portrait of
the Maharaja and promised a
return to those golden years.
Then there is Shaheed-e-
Azam Bhagat Singh, whom the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment led by Bhagwant
Mann repeatedly invokes. The
CM often recounts his frequent
pilgrimages to Bhagat Singh’s
ancestral village of Khatkar

Kalan even before he joined
politics: once when he bought
his first car, another time to
found a new short-lived politi-
cal outfit. It came as no surprise
then that the AAP government
was also sworn in near the mar-
tyr’s village in 2022 and con-
tinues to unveil some of its flag-
ship programmes there.

For Punjabis, Bhagat Singh,
who is forever 23 in public
memory, evokes an intensely
emotional response. Youngand
old adore him. His portraits
adorn barber shops, college
campuses, kabaddi tourna-
mentbanners, and roadside ea-
teries. Ever sincethe AAP came
to power on promises of badlav
(change), often presented inter-
changeably with inquilab (rev-
olution), his image has also
found pride of place in govern-
ment offices. To the common
Punjabi, Bhagat Singh repre-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

sents selfless courage and integ-
rity. Some of the criticism Ma-
hatma Gandhi continuesto face
in Punjab stems from the belief
that he failed to save Bhagat
Singh from the gallows. Ironi-
cally, increasingly, his image is
being appropriated by gang-
sters and student organisations
alike. Lawrence Bishnoi once
appeared ina Chandigarh court
wearing a T-shirt bearing the
revolutionary’s image.

Apolarising figure

And then there is Jarnail
Singh Bhindranwale. When the
AAP government came to
power, there was an order tore-
move his posters from Punjab
state roadways buses, butit was
quickly rolled back. More re-
cently, there was outrage in sev-
eral sections when Maharash-
tra minister Girish Mahajan
attended a function organised

by the Damdami Taksal, the
seminary once headed by
Bhindranwale, to commemor-
ate Operation Blue Star on June
7. Its present chief, Harnam
Singh Dhumma, has openly
supported Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, yet it was Bhin-
dranwale’s portrait in the back-
drop that triggered the
controversy. But as former CM
Amarinder Singh observed, to
someone unfamiliar with Pun-
jab, everyone displaying Bhin-
dranwale’s image may appear
to be a Khalistani. But the real-
ity is more complex.
Bhindranwale, who died
during Operation Blue Star in
June 1984, remains one of the
most polarising figures in Pun-
jab’s history. He shot to promi-
nence through his amrit pra-
char (baptism) campaigns and
provocative speeches during a
turbulent period when Punjab’s

New Delhi

grievances against the Centre
had crystallised into the Dha-
ram Yudh Morcha. Many Pun-
jabis, including Sikhs, remain
very uncomfortable with his
divisive rhetoric and the viol-
ence that engulfed the state in
the 1980s, often called the dark
decade when militancy
wracked Punjab. Yet one simple
reason why Bhindranwale has
endured is that he died fight-
ing. Reportedly given the op-
tion to surrender, he chose to
stay and resist. Had he survived
and faced trial, he might have
met a different fate. His death
instead made him a symbol of
resistance to the perceived ex-
cesses of the then Dilli Sarkar in
the fight for Punjab’s rights.

As Punjab heads towards
the Assembly electionsin early
2027, these three figures offer a
telling insight into the many
threads that make up the state’s

political and cultural psyche.
Punjab is deeply nationalistic
yet fiercely parochial; often agi-
tated by perceived or real injus-
tice and always inclined to rally
behind those who stand up to
any form of “dhakka
(injustice)”.

But the recurring presence
of these long-dead men in the
collective consciousness points
to something deeper: a pro-
found leadership vacuum, and
the consequent tendency to
seek answers in the past. Pun-
jab continues its search for a
statesman extraordinaire, ca-
pable of embodying its aspir-
ations, anxieties, and sense of
self, while steering it towards a
prosperous and peaceful fu-
ture. It's this void that the
parties should aim to fill.
(Manraj Grewal Sharma is Resident
Editor of The Indian Express in Chan-
digarh)
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2killed, 1injuredascar Monsoon revival likely this week,

rams into divider on
Maharashtra highway

Express News Service
Mumbai, June 21

A 24-YEAR-OLD man and a
woman of the same age died,
while their male friend suffered
severe injuries after a BMW
convertible alleged to be going
athigh speed hitadivideratthe
Mumbai-Vadodara highway in
Badlapur and was flung off the
road early Sunday, police said.
The trio was returning after
celebrating the birthday of one
Yogesh Negi, who turned 24 on
Sunday, when the incident took
place. Police are checkingif a
now-viral video of adashboard
showing a vehicle reaching
speed of 251 kmph was from
this incident, officers said.
Senior Inspector of Badla-
pur (west) police station Ki-
shore Shinde said that the inci-
dent took place at around 3am
when Negi, Angad Gill (26) and
Rebecca Jacob (24) were re-
turning from a party celebra-
ting Negi’s birthday, and they
lost control of the vehicle. The
car, which had its hood down,
flipped several times in the air
before falling to the ground.
While Negi and Jacob suc-
cumbed to their injuries, Gill is
currently recuperating at the

Row erupts
over renaming
of Kolkataroad

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, June 21

IN A first since the BJP came to
power in West Bengal, Kolkata’s
Suhrawardy Avenue, a promi-
nent arterial road in the city’s
heart, has been renamed Gopal
Mukherjee Road, after Gopal
Patha, a polarising figure associ-
ated with 1946 communal riots
prior to India’s partition in 1947.

Welcoming Kolkata Munici-
pal Corporation’s move, CM Su-
vendu Adhikari called it a “his-
toric  decision” towards
“rectifying a historical wrong”.

Although Adhikari did not
specify which Suhrawardy he
was referring to in his post, his-
torically, the road was never
named after the controversial
politicalleader, Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy. Instead, it was
named after his uncle, Hassan
Shaheed Suhrawardy - a highly
regarded Bengali academic, di-
plomat, and art critic.

Meanwhile, opposition
leaders slammed the move, say-
ingthatthe BJPgovernmentwas
“overlooking historical facts™.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera said: “These BJP leaders
donoteven know the difference
between Hasan Suhrawardy and
Huseyn Suhrawardy. Such is
theirignorance,” he said.

In a social media post, TMC
MP Mahua Moitra, said, “Suhra-
wardy Avenue was named after
Hassan Suhrawardy, Vice Chan-
cellor of Calcutta University...
What cheap political pointsisthe
BJPtryingtoscore?...”

The BMW convertible on the
Mumbai-Vadodara highway
in Badlapur on Sunday. ExPress

Fortis hospital in Kalyan. The
officer said that while Negi and
Gill are Badlapur residents,
Jacobresided in Bandra.

“Itisnotclearwhowasatthe
wheel. We have found that Negi
had uploaded a video of the
speedometer of a car touching
251 kmph at a point. We are ver-
ifyingifthis was taken moments
before the car met with an acci-
dent,” Shinde told The Indian
Express. The officer said that the
road where the accident took
place was under construction
and there were no street lamps.
The road had not been opened
to the public, the officer said.

very heavy rainfall in Northeast

Heatwave in UP,
MP, Maharashtra;
‘severe’ hot spell
in Vidarbha until
June 24, says IMD

Express News Service
Bengaluru, June 21

AFTER OVER a week of no
movement, the southwest
monsoon is likely to advance
along the west coast and east-
ern India regions around the
middle of this week.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Sunday
said, “Conditions are favour-
able for further advance of
southwest monsoon into some
more parts of Maharashtra, Te-
langana, Odisha, Jharkhand,
Bihar and Chhattisgarh
around June 23.”

The Arabian Sea branch of
the monsoon had last prog-
ressed along south Konkan re-
gions on June 8. The monsoon
onset stands significantly de-
layed over Maharashtra, where
it would have, under normal
climatological circumstances,
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A flooded Mumbai road after a brief spell of rain, Sunday. akasH patiL

covered the state by June 15.
The delay has resulted in heat-
wave conditions continuing
over the Vidarbha region.

On Saturday, Brahmapuriin
Maharashtra and Banda in
Uttar Pradesh remained the
hottestlocationsin the country,
with the maximum tempera-
ture touching 43.2 degrees
Celsius. On Sunday, heatwave
conditions continued over Vi-
darbha, where the day tem-
peratures remained S to 7 de-
grees above normal.

Ahead of the next leg of the
monsoon advancement, the

Met Department has warned of
“very heavy” to “extremely”
heavy rainfall (110 to over
200mm in 24 hours) along the
northeast India region, which
will continue till June 25. Parts
of sub-Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim will receive intense
rain until Monday.

The IMD has said heatwave
conditions would prevail over
Chhattisgarh, eastern Madhya
Pradesh until June 25, over
eastern Uttar Pradesh till June
24. Vidarbha will experience
“severe” heatwave until June
24, it has warned.

Yellow alert for
Mumbai: water

woes to continue

Pratip Acharya
Mumbai, June 21

MUMBAI EXPERIENCED light
rain Sunday morning, with sev-
eral areas in the island city and
eastern suburbs recording brief
showersbetween 6amand7am.
TheIMDissued ayellow alerton
Sunday, which is in effect until
June 24. This alertindicates the
possibility of moderate rain, ac-
companied by lightning, thun-
derstorms, and gusty winds up
to 40 kmph. A yellow alert has
alsobeenissued for Thane, Palg-
har, Raigad and Sindhudurg.
Meanwhile, officials have
stated that the rain will not af-
fect the catchment areas of the
seven lakes — Tulsi, Vihar,
Tansa, Bhatsa, Modak Sagar,
Upper Vaitarna and Middle
Vaitarna— that supply water to
Mumbai. “...Since these lakes
are located deep in the hinter-
land, chances of their catch-
ment areas receiving substan-
tial rain do not seem favourable
at this time,” Sushma Nair,
scientist at IMD Mumbai, said.

“The curious case of Yusuf Pathan’s Vadodara
land and aRs 20.5-crore question

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, June 21

A 978 SQUARE-METRE plot in
Vadodara that has been at the
centre ofalong-runningdispute
involving former India cricketer
and TMC MP YusufPathanisset
to go under the hammer after
the Vadodara Municipal Cor-
poration (VMC) initiated the
process for its public auction.
The plot is among seven
municipal land parcels whose
valuations were cleared by the
civic body’s Standing Commit-
tee this week and are expected
to be placed before the VMC
General Board in July. The
move comes even as Pathan has
been given time by the Gujarat
High Court to seek relief under
a state government policy that
provides for allotment ofland to
international sportspersons.
The disputed plot — plot
number 90 in Town Planning
Scheme 22 in the city’s Tandalja
area— hasbeenvalued atRs2.10
lakh per sqm. At the approved
rate, the land is worth about Rs
20.5 crore. The valuation is
nearly three times the rate at
which the plot was proposed to
be allotted to Pathan 14 years
ago. The dispute dates back to
2012 when Pathan approached
the VMC seeking allotment of
theland on a 99-year lease. The
VMC Standing Committee and
General Board approved the
proposal and agreed to allot the
plotatRs 57,270 per sqmwithout
conducting a public auction.

However, the proposal ran
into trouble when it was sent to
the state’s Urban Development
Department for approval. In
June 2014, the department re-
jected the allotment, holding
that theland could not be trans-
ferred without followinga public
bidding process. The rejection
effectively stalled the proposal,
but the land remained fenced
and under Pathan’s possession.

Issue resurfaces

TheissueresurfacedinJune
2024, shortly after Pathan was
elected to the Lok Sabha from
West Bengal’s Baharampur con-
stituency on a TMC ticket. The
BJP-controlled civicbodyissued
himan encroachmentnotice, al-
leging unauthorised occupation
of municipal land. Pathan chal-
lenged the VMC’s action and
sought recognition of his claim
over the plot. In August 2025,
however, the High Court upheld
the state government’s decision
rejecting the original allotment
proposal, ruling that the Urban
Development Department had
acted within its powers in refus-
ing approval to the transaction.

Hearing Pathan’s appeal
against the High Court order on
June 15 this year, a Division
Bench headed by Chief Justice
Sunita Agarwal granted him
four weeks to pursue relief
under a 1999 state policy that
permits allotment of land to in-
ternational sportspersons under
certain conditions. At the same
time, the Bench questioned how

Rakhigarhi skeletons to undergo

DNA tests, facial r

Sukhbir Siwach
Chandigarh, June 21

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL Sur-
vey of India (ASI) has sent
nearly 5,000-year-old skel-
etons unearthed at Haryana’s
Rakhigarhi, the largest known
site of the Harappan civilisa-
tion, for scientific examination
and facial reconstruction.

Four skeletons recovered
during the latest excavation
were sent to the Anthropologi-
cal Survey of India (AnSI) in
Kolkata on Friday, while DNA
samples from one of the skel-
etons have been forwarded to
the Birbal Sahni Institute of
Palaeosciences (BSIP), Luck-
now. Speaking to The Indian
Express, Manoj Saxena, Super-
intending Archaeologist, ASI,
said three skeletons, along with
soil samples, had been sent to
Kolkata, while only skeletal re-
mains were sent in the fourth
case. A fifth skeleton has been
retained by the ASI.

Of the five skeletons re-
covered, three are believed to
be female and two male. Pre-
liminary assessments suggest
all five individuals were be-
tween 30 and 40 years old,

The nearly 5,000-year-old
skeletons were unearthed in
Haryana’s Rakhigarhi, the
largest known site of the
Harappan civilisation. Express

though their exact ages will be
determined through detailed
scientific analysis.

Saxena described the dis-
covery as significant as the re-
mains date back nearly 5,000
years to the Harappan period.
He said the studies would help
determine whether the individ-
uals died of natural causes or
disease and, if disease was in-
volved, identify the nature of
the ailments.

The research is also ex-
pected to reveal details about
their ancestry, height, physical
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features and social status.

One of the key objectives of
the study is facial reconstruc-
tion, which could provide a vis-
ual representation of what in-
habitants of the Harappan
civilisation may have looked
like. According to Saxena, an-
thropological and DNA studies
will be combined to produce a
comprehensive report.

Researchers are also ex-
pected to reconstruct the
palaeo-environment of the
period tobetter understand the
human populations that in-
habited the region and identify
areas requiring further study.
Apart from the five complete
skeletons, archaeologists re-
covered three additional
burials from Mound No. 7, the
ancient cemetery area of the
site. However, these burials
contained only fragmentary re-
mains. Oneyielded only askull,
another contained damaged
bones, while a third had a
broken skull.

Archaeologists Dbelieve
these remains were disturbed
by agricultural activity over the
years, as they were located just
15 to 20 centimetres below the
surface.

| Sabarimala

Civic body clears valuation of
disputed parcel occupied by
cricketer-turned-politician
Yusuf Pathan since 2014,
auction process set to begin
after board approval. FiLe

hehad continued to occupy the
land since 2014 despite the re-
jection of the allotment proposal
and without making any pay-
ment to the civic body.

The court also indicated
that compensation for unauth-
orised occupation of public
land, if found payable, could be
calculated at prevailing market
rates. Against this backdrop,
the VMC'’s latest valuation of
the land could assume signifi-
cance not only for any future
auction but also for determin-
ing potential recovery arising
from its prolonged occupation.
Municipal officials, however,
have maintained that the sport-
sperson policy cited by Pathan

may not apply in the present
case because the land belongs
tothecivicbody rather thanthe
state government.

“Thepolicy doesnotapplyto
civic body plots. The state may
allocateland, butsuch allotment
cannot be imposed on the mu-
nicipal corporation,” a VMC of-
ficial said, adding once the Gen-
eral Board approves valuation,
the plot can be auctioned
through a public bidding pro-
cess as and when the land and
estate department decides. Of
the seven plots cleared for valu-
ation, five are reserved for public
and government infrastructure
projects, while two have been
designated for residential use.
Bothresidential plotsarelocated
in Tandalja. Besides Pathan’s
plot, the second residential par-
cel, plot number 97, measures
2,878 sq m and has been valued
at Rs 1.5 lakh per sqm. The re-
mainingplotsare earmarked for
public facilities, including a
neighbourhood centre in Akota
and three parcels in Bhayli re-
served for a bus stand, a central
health centre and aschool-cum-
games ground. Civic officials
said plotssought by government
departments for public projects
may not require auction.

TMC crisis

Theland dispute hasalso ac-
quired a political dimension
amid the ongoing unrest within
the TMC’s Lok Sabha ranks. Pa-
than is among the party MPs
who have backed a dissident

group seeking recognition as a
separate bloc in Parliament,
drawing criticism from sections
of the partyleadership. The con-
troversy spilled into the public
domain on June 15 when Na-
tional Conference MP Aga Syed
Ruhullah Mehdi alleged on X
that during a protest in Parlia-
ment’s Wellin Winter Session, a
Muslim MPhad warned Pathan
that the BJP could “bulldoze”
hishousein Gujaratand advised
him to stay away from the agita-
tion. Ruhullah claimed that
TMC MP Mahua Moitra had re-
assured Pathan that the Opposi-
tion would stand by him.

Responding on X, Moitra
identified the MP as AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi and
criticised Pathan after hejoined
the dissident camp. “What a
pity I fought for a gaddar (trai-
tor) with no courage and no
spine. He was better off doing
commentary.”

In an apparent reference to
the row, Owaisi wrote on X on
Thursday, “Some UBT MPs are
also looking to defect to BJP.
Maybe we should ask the two
prominent MPs to tell us who
‘threatened’ these MPs to de-
fect to BJP? Why did the other
19 TMC MPs defect? Maybe it’ll
take a month to blame some-
one. Asthe Qur’an says “‘Woe to
every backbiter, slanderer’
(104:1). Why are large-scale de-
fectionsto BJPso easy? Why are
all these people running away?
You cannot blame one ‘promi-
nent MP’ for all your failures.”

Sabarimala shrine to get Al predictive
systems, drones to manage crowds

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
June21

THE UPCOMING annual pil-
grimage to the Sabarimala
temple in Kerala could see the
use of Al-based crowd man-
agement systems.

The Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB), which manages
the temple, and officers of the
Kerala Police held a meeting
with an expert committee on
Saturday in this regard, offi-
cials said.

The pilgrimage season at
the hill shrine will begin in the
second week of November.
Last year, the shrine, situated
in Kerala’s Pathanamthitta dis-
trict, witnessed a footfall of 51
lakh devotees.

Representatives of three Al
firms from Delhi, Chennai and
Mumbai briefed the expert
committee, as well as senior
TDB functionaries and police
officers, about the proposal.

Pathanamthitta district po-
lice superintendent R Anand,
who was tasked with preparing
areport on the project, said Al
technology would be used in
in a phased

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

manner for effective crowd
management, coordination
between various departments,
and the safety of pilgrims.

“Al-enabled crowd man-
agement has been effectively
used in the Maha Kumbh Mela
and other festivals with large
gatherings. Sabarimala
requires tailor-made Al sol-
utions, considering that the
temple is situated within a
dense forest. We are planning
to deploy the system in a
phased manner in the coming
season,” he said.

The SPsaid the Al-enabled
crowd management system
can offer solutions for a lot of
issues in Sabarimala.

“It will ensure safe and
hassle-free darshan for the
devotees; people who go miss-
ing at the shrine can be easily
traced; and movement of pil-
grims from 26 parking grounds
can be managed without
human intervention. This will
also ease the heavyload on po-
lice personnel deployed at the
shrine during the festival,” he
said.

The Al-enabled crowd
monitoring and management
system will comprise Al cam-

eras, drones and GIS mapping.

Officials said that by ana-
lysing video feeds, the Al will
predict crowd density, and the
control room will be fre-
quently alerted about the
movement of the crowd.

The system can also give
forecasts about congestion.

The real-time data will also
help authorities solve issues
without delay, officials said,
addingthat the men on duty at
various centres will get instant
alerts via digital devices.

At present, police have
erected a virtual queue system
for the pilgrims, who have to
register online before their
Visit.

They can select a day and
time slot for the visit to the
temple and have to report at
the base station accordingly,
before trekking to the shrine.

However, pilgrims some-
times have to wait for several
hours at various camps on the
way to the temple as part of
crowd control measures.

The virtual queue system
will continue even after the Al-
enabled crowd management
system is deployed, officials
clarified.

New Delhi
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The accident spot in West Bengal’s Jalpaiguri on Sunday. p1i

WEST BENGAL

6 killed, 29 injured as bus collides

with stationary truck in Jalpaiguri

SIXPERSONS, including a child and two women, were
killed and atleast 29 others injured after abus hit a station-
ary truckin Jalpaiguri district on Sunday, police said. The
accidenttook place on NH-27 near Ulladabri when the bus
travelling from Maynaguri to Domohani rammed into the
rear of the truck parked on the roadside around 11.30 am.
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari wrote on X that he was
“deeply saddened” by the accident, and that the next of kin
of each deceased victim would receive Rs 51akh, while
those grievously injured would get Rs11akh and passengers
with minor injuries Rs 50,000 as compensation. PTI

346 Sikh pilgrims
departfor Lahore

A JATHA (group) of 346
Sikh pilgrims crossed over
to Pakistan from the Attari-
Wagah border in Amritsar
on Sunday to attend the
death anniversary congre-
gation of Maharaja Ranjit
Singhin Lahore, located ad-
joining the historic Sikh
shrine Gurdwara Panja
Sahib, officials said. An
SGPC official said the Jatha
will visit Gurdwara
Nankana Sahib after paying
obeisance at Gurdwara
Sacha Sauda Sahib, Mandi
Chuharkanaandreturnto
Nankana Sahib. PTI

Patna: 3 children

drownin Ganga

THREE CHILDREN
drowned while bathingin
GangainPatnaon Sunday
morning, police said. The
incident took place near
Hetanpur Ghat. “We
received information that
three children, all aged be-
tween 10 and 12 years,
drowned while bathing in
theriver. Police went to the
spot wherelocals had
alreadyrecovered the
bodies,” Shahpur SHO Na-
veen Kumar said. “Aninitial
financial aid of Rs 20,000
each hasbeen provided to
kin ofthe deceased.” PTI

Ram Temple donation
row: SIT wraps up initial
investigation; Kejriwal
asks why no FIR lodged

Express News Service
Lucknow, June 21

THESIT, setup by the Uttar Pra-
desh government to probe into
theallegations of embezzlement
of donation money at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, on Sunday
completed its preliminary inves-
tigation and is likely to submit a
report to Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath, said sources.

Thethree-memberteam,led
by IAS officer Vijay Vishwas
Pant, has completed its prelim-
inaryinquiry and may submit its
report to the state government
shortly. Based on the findings of
the SIT, the procedure of the do-
nation collection and deposi-
tion, and the roles and responsi-
bilities of the individuals in the
temple Trust, are alsolikely tobe
revisited, said a source.

The Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust had
previously denied allegations of
misappropriation of donation
funds and maintained that all
money and valuables offered by
devotees are handled through
laid down proceduresinvolving
counting, verification, and se-
cure deposit mechanisms.

Adityanath had formed an
SIT on June 13 to probe the em-
bezzlement charges after a re-
quest from the Trust. Besides
Lucknow Divisional Commis-
sioner Vijay Vishwas Pant, other
two members of the SIT are IGP
Kiran S and Finance Department
Special Secretary Neel Ratan.

Meanwhile, the Opposition
parties stepped up their attack
on the BJP government in the
state and the Centre over claims
of irregularities in donations.

AAP national convener Ar-
vind Kejriwal asked why no FIR
has been registered in the case
yet. In a statement, Kejriwal al-
leged that cash donations and
valuables worth around Rs 200
crore had gone missing fromthe
temple. “Ifallegationsinvolving
such alargeamountofcashand
valuables have surfaced, why
has neither the UP Police nor
Central agenciessuch asthe ED
or CBI registered an FIR?”

SP leader and former min-
ister Pawan Pandey also de-
manded that “Shankarachar-
yas and saints should sit
together and decide the system
through which the temple
should be managed”.

Kharge attacks BJP, says
‘lootin name of Ram’

ENS &PTI

Bengaluru, June 21

CONGRESS PRESIDENT and
LoP in the Rajya Sabha Malli-
karjun Kharge on Sunday at-
tacked the BJP over allegations
of funds being siphoned off
from donations made to the
Ram Templein Ayodhya. He al-
leged that around Rs 5,000
crore was stolen from the funds
collected by the temple. “They
arelootingin the name of Ram.
Did you construct Ram Mandir
to loot crores of rupees.”
Highlighting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’srolein the pro-
grammes leading to the con-
struction and inauguration of
the temple, he said that Modi
was everywhere then. “Now,
the money isbeing robbed from
the donation box. Whether his
(Modi) followers are doing it or
someone else is behind it
should be probed,” Kharge said.
He was addressing a mega con-
vention in Bengaluru where

senior leader B K Hariprasad
formally assumed charge as
Karnataka Congress president.
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar, who had served as Karna-
taka Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee chief since 2020, formally
handed over the charge to Hari-
prasad by presenting him with
the party flag. The 71-year-old
MLC was appointed Karnataka
Congress chief on June 3, after
Shivakumar’s resignation as
KPCC chief. An OBCleader from
the Billavacommunity, Haripra-
sad, wasre-elected tothe Karna-
taka Legislative Council Thurs-
day. He has previously served as
a Rajya Sabha MP and AICC in-
charge of several other states.
While addressing the con-
vention, Kharge also schooled
some Congress workers, who
were chanting “DK, DK” slogans
in favour of Shivakumar, saying
“personality cult will not work
in the party”. “This is a meeting
of the Congress. It is not a meet-
ing about one person,” he said.
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HDFCBankbond
issue: Signals

it sends about
banking sector

George Mathew
New Delhi, June 21

INDIA’S BANKING sector is witnessing growing interest
in overseas fundraising after HDFC Bank successfully
launched a $750-million (around Rs 7,000 crore) bond
issue at an attractive coupon (or interest) rate of 5.067%
intheinternational market. This has attracted
significant attention among other lenders, with institu-
tions such as State Bank of India and Bank of Baroda
likely to evaluate similar opportunities to strengthen
their capital base and diversify funding sources.

The successful issuance demonstrates continued in-
vestor confidence in India’s banking system and
highlights the appetite among global investors for high-
quality debtissued by leading Indian banks. As banks
prepare for rising credit demand from businesses and
consumers, access to international funding markets
could be increasingly important to their growth strategy.

The bond issue

HDFC Bank’s latest fundraising involves dollar-de-
nominated senior unsecured notes (bonds that rank
ahead of other “junior” debt when it comes to
repayment). The bonds are expected to receive
investment-grade ratings of Baa3 from Moody’s Ratings
Services and BBB from S&P, HDFC Bank said.

The proceeds will be utilised for general banking ac-
tivities, especially in overseas operations. It will provide
the bank with additional
resources to support lend-
ing growth, liquidity man-
agement, and business
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® Indiais making efforts to at- to emerging market finan-

tract more cross-border finan- cial institutions with
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mestic international exchanges. The HDFC notes are
proposed to belisted on

the IndiaInternational

Exchange (IFSC) Ltd and NSE IFSC (International Finan-
cial Services Centre). Listing on these international
financial platforms enhances visibility among global in-
vestors and provides greater liquidity for the securities.

The move also aligns with India’s broader efforts to
develop the IFSC ecosystem and attract more cross-
border financial transactions through domestic interna-
tional exchanges. Industry observers believe that the
successful execution of such issuances could encourage
more Indian banks to access global debt markets at
cheaper rates rather than relying solely on domestic
fundingsources.

Tenure and interest structure

HDFC bonds carry atenure of five years. The
allotment date has been fixed as June 24, 2026, while the
maturity date is scheduled for June 24, 2031. Interest
payments will be made semi-annually on June 24 and
December 24 each year, beginning on December 24,
2026. Upon maturity, the principal amount will be repaid
in accordance with the terms of the issue.

The coupon rate is 125 basis points above the US Fed
rate and 85 basis points higher than the US five-year
bond rate. One basis point is one-hundredth of a percen-
tage point. The coupon rate is considered competitive
given prevailing global interest rates and the issuer’s
credit profile. Analysts say the pricing reflects healthy
demand from international investors seeking stable re-
turns from investment-grade banking instruments.

The notes are classified as senior unsecured obliga-
tions, meaning no specific assets have been pledged as
collateral. Despite the absence of security, the bonds
rank as senior unsecured debt, giving investors priority
over subordinated obligations in case of liquidation.

No special rights, interests, or privileges are attached
tothe instrument, the bank said. Provisions relating to
delaysin the payment of interest or principal, including
instances where payments are overdue for over three
months, will be governed by the terms and conditions of
the notes.
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B RAVINDRAN

HEAD, CENTRE FOR RESPONSIBLE Al,
[IT MADRAS

THE TRANSFORMATIVE potential of ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) is becoming in-
creasingly evident, and its impacts are al-
ready being felt, touching everything
from daily life to broader industries. Con-
sequently, efforts have begun to create
global institutions and frameworks to
regulate the development and deploy-
ment of Al systems.

Some preliminary institutional struc-
tures have already been set up. Last year,
the United Nations General Assembly es-
tablished a Global Dialogue on Alin which
every country has been invited to partici-
pate. An Independent International Scien-
tific Panel on Al is tasked with making peri-
odic scientific assessments to enrich the
Global Dialogue discussions.

Professor B Ravindran, head of the
Centre for Responsible Al at IIT Madras, is
the only Indian among the 40 people ap-
pointed to the Panel for a three-year term.
He spoke to Amitabh Sinha about the
need for a system of global Al governance,
why it matters for developing countrieslike
India, and what a commons system for Al
tools and resources could look like.

What is the International Scientific
Panel on Al supposed todo?

This is the first time a global scientific
body on Al has been set up. It is supposed
to take a periodic view of the state of science
around Al and inform the Global Dialogue
on Al

Our primary responsibility would be to
produce reports on the scientific aspects of
Al This body would not get into the politics
or policy side of Al discussions. That is the
responsibility of the Global Dialogue, in
which governments would participate.

Why is a global governance structure

on Al needed? Are we movingin that
direction?

e DEFENCE

Visitors at the Al Impact Summit in New Delhi this year. PRAVEEN KHANNA

*WhereAl
regulation stands

® Several parallel attempts are
being made to regulate the
development and deployment of
artificial intelligence. Most of these
structures have voluntary
participation, varying degrees of
legal force, and focus on specific
aspects like standards, safety and
ethics.

® The most comprehensive legal
framework for Alis the European
Union Al Act of 2024. EU prioritised
safe, transparent, non-
discriminatory and environmentally
friendly Al systems.

® Annual global Al summits,

whose most recent edition was held
in New Delhiin February, have also
resulted in mechanisms that could
feed into the development of global
governance models on Al.

Personally, I feel that having some
kind of international agreement on how
Alistobe deployed or the applications we
want to use might be useful. As of now,
countries are developing their own frame-
works to deal with this technology, but
that might not be the most effective way
forward.

There are two ways of looking at it. One
is from the perspective of the develop-
ment of Al systems. If the regulation is too
fragmented, meaning every country has
its own set of differing regulations, then
the development of Al would also become
fragmented. Companies will have to en-
sure that their systems can adhere to dif-
fering sets of requirements in different
geographies.

What might happen, as a result, is a
possible slowdown in innovation. Al com-
panies might prefer to roll out their ser-
vices or support innovation only in coun-
tries seen as more friendly in terms of
their regulations.

At the same time, if some countries
begin invoking issues of data sovereignty
(seeking control over data originating
within their borders) and insist that all AI
development and its infrastructure must

ExPLAINED
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Safety and
access

AICommonsis
beingbuiltasa
repository of
accessible tools,
datasets and
other resources
totest Al
systemes.

be within national boundaries, it can lead
tosignificant concentration of power. Al-
ready, a few countries have the infrastruc-
ture and resources to support the entire
Al ecosystem.

The other perspective is of deploy-
ment. Many countries in Asia or Africa
might not have the resources or capacities
to frame robust regulations to protect
their interests. There would always be a
danger of them being reduced to digital
colonies.

In this context, having a globally
agreed-upon set of minimum regulations
would be useful.

Alisavery transformative technology,
with a capability of the order of the steam
engine. It would be awful if, owing to a
lack of regulatory capacities, certain de-
veloping countries were denied the bene-
fits of AL It will be a disservice to hu-
manity at large.

This is why international agreements
and arrangements are important. We
need to ensure that the interests of coun-
tries that are not Al developers them-
selves are also protected, and they con-
tinue to benefit from advancements in
this technology.

Would international regulation also
control the risks from AI?

There are definite risks, no doubt.
People talk about AI’s capabilities in build-
ing the next generation of biological
weapons or the next most powerful chemi-
cal weapons. We have international agree-
ments and treaties that control biological
or chemical weapons. Now, people might
also want to bring about international
frameworks that control Al models and the
tools that enable these weapons to be built.

While that islogical, the fear and worry
are that it might take the shape of non-
proliferation language. There might be at-
tempts to propose that only certain coun-
tries or companies can develop safe and
responsible Al, and therefore, they should
be the only ones allowed unrestricted de-
velopment and use of Al systems. That
would lead to something similar to the
global nuclear regime.

Iam worried about the dialogue on Al
movingin that direction. Hopefully, it will
not happen, but I think we have to be on
constant vigil against it.

You were personally involved in
developing the framework for
Trusted AI Commons, which was
one of the main outcomes of the
New Delhi Al Impact Summitin
February. What is that, and how
would it help?

It can be seen as another part of the
global governance structure. The Trusted
Al Commons is a repository of various
tools needed to develop and deploy Al
systems in a safe and responsible manner.

Suppose someone wants to test an Al
system meant for agriculture. Trusted Al
Commons would be like a one-stop shop
to figure out what tools are available to
test Al deployment, what the bench-
marks, datasets, and even protocols are.
Several resources will be housed in the
Trusted AI Commons.

To begin with, this Commons will be
hosted and managed by India. The India
Al mission has to identify a suitable ve-
hicle to do that. Trusted Al Commons will
not commission building these tools right
away, but many organisations are already
working on it. This includes the Centre for
Responsible Al at IIT Madras. Companies
like Google have also created their own
tools. Itis called Commons because it will
be open, accessible, and with very liberal
licensing requirements.

Three distinct strategic roles of the three ships inducted into Navy

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, June 21

THE NAVY inducted three ships on Sun-
day — one that can fight far out at sea, one
that can map the sea, and one that can hunt
submarines close to the coast.

The three vessels — the Brahmos-
armed stealth frigate INS Dunagiri, the
deep-water survey vessel INS Sanshodhak,
and the Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow
Water Craft (ASW SWC) INS Agray — have
been built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders
& Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata. According
to the Ministry of Defence, the three to-
gether have more than 75 per cent indigen-
ous content, and involve over 200 MSMEs.

What are these three ships?

INS DUNAGIRI: The largest and most
heavily armed of the three is INS Dunagiri.
It is a frigate, smaller than a destroyer but
large enough to operate far from the coast.

Itis part of the Navy’s Project 17A, under
which a new generation of stealth guided-
missile frigates are being built in India. Du-
nagiri carries weapons such as BrahMos
surface-to-surface missiles, sensors includ-
ing Multi-Function Surveillance, Track

PM Modi presided over the commissioning ceremony
in Kolkata on Sunday. pi

And Guidance Radar (MFSTAR), electronic
warfare systems and anti-submarine
weapons. “At the strategic level, these
multi-mission frigates are capable of oper-
atingin a ‘blue water’ environment — deep
sea far from shore — dealing with both con-
ventional and non-conventional threats,”
aserving Navy officer said. Other vesselsin
the class are INS Nigiri, Himgiri, Taragiri,
Udaygiri and Vindhyagiri.

INS SANSHODHAK: Thisisa Survey Vessel

— Large (SVL).Itsjobis to measure and map
the sea: the depth of waters, seabed features,
approach channels to ports, navigational
routes, and oceanographic data. It is
equipped with systems such asautonomous
underwater vehicles, remotely operated ve-
hicles and multi-beam echo sounders.
These help the ship collect data from the sur-
face and underwater.

“Warships and submarines do not oper-
ate in an empty blue space. They move
through waters shaped by depth, seabed fea-
tures, currents, reefs, channels, ports,
underwater slopes and coastal clutter.
Knowing this environment helps ships
move safely, submarines plan routes, ports
update charts, and forces prepare for oper-
ations. It also supports civilian needs such
as safe shipping, disaster relief, ocean re-
search and coastal development,” said a
Navy officer who has served on survey ships.

INS AGRAY: The smallest vessel of the
three, it hasahighly specialised role. Agray
belongs to the Arnala-class of smaller war-
ships built specifically to detect and attack
submarines in shallow waters near the
coast, ports, naval bases and important sea
approaches. Agray carries lightweight tor-
pedoes, indigenous anti-submarine rocket

launchers and sonar systems.

“Coastal waters are difficult places to
find submarines. They are noisy, busy and
cluttered. Fishing boats, merchant ships,
seabed features and coastal activity can
make submarine detection harder than in
the open ocean. That is where ASW-SWCs
such as Agray come in,” said an officer.

What is the larger message behind
commissioning them together?

The importance of Sunday’s ceremony
is that the three ships add three different
capabilities at once.

As the Indian Ocean becomes more
contested, the triple-commissioning “is a
sign of how the Navy is building capability
in layers: big warships for distant oper-
ations, survey shipstounderstand the sea,
and smaller submarine-hunters to guard
coastal waters,” said an officer.

Itisalsoanindustrial signal. That three
different kinds of ships, with different
missions and technologies, can be built do-
mestically and commissioned together
shows the growing maturity of India’s naval
shipbuilding ecosystem.
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Scrutiny and security: How China conducts its biggest college entrance exam

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, June 21

THE RE-TEST for the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET) was held on
Sunday, a few weeks after allegations of
paper leak led to the original exam’s can-
cellation.

Earlier this month, China also con-
ducted its biggest national exam for college
admissions, the Gaokao (literally, “the
highest exam”), with over 1.29 crore stu-
dents. A spokesperson of the Chinese Em-
bassy in India shared a post on X, stating
that “The #Gaokao is one of the most im-
portant exams for millions of Chinese stu-
dents — and what makes it remarkable is
its fairness... Students know their hard
work truly pays off, because the process is
strictly regulated and the road to academic
success is not rigged.”

Teachers under supervision, no
internet access
Gaokao has been conducted in China

since 1952. During the Mao Zedong-led Cul-
tural Revolution (1966-76), which saw
sweeping changesto align Chinese society
with Communist ideals, the exam was
put on hold.

Today, the exam includes three compul-
sory subjects: English, Mandarin and
Mathematics, with optional science and so-
cial science subjects. Chinese state media
reports note that the full exam lasts be-
tween three and four days, and the dur-
ation varies by region.

There are strict protocols for the con-
ductofthe exam, including but not limited
to question papers drafted under strict se-
curity. Teachers who are selected to prepare
the question papers are sent to isolated lo-
cations, including military facilities and
prisons.

And it’s not just the state that goes all
out. “Among other heart-warming meas-
ures, some companies offer free taxi rides
to candidates going to their exam centres,
while some restaurants provide free
lunches, and some hotels free beds, on gao-

kao days,” a recent Chinese state media
report said.

Not a foolproof system

Chinese state media reports also point
to attempts to curb unfair practices during
exams. A 2025 report said about the prov-
ince of Liaoning, “Students are required to
pass through two intelligent security gates
capable of detecting small metal objects,
including mobile phones, smartwatches,
smart glasses, hidden earpieces and other
high-tech devices that could be used to
cheat.Ifan alarm istriggered, teachers fol-
low up with handheld metal detectors.”

It quoted a high school principal as say-
ing, “Cheating technologies are evolving
every year, so this year’s entry screening
process is stricter than ever.”

Biometric verification is conducted at
entry to detect student impersonation.
Cases of impersonation have previously
been reported years after the exam, and
punishments have been handed out. In
2016, six teachers were handed a jail sen-

tence from one year to 26 months after
being convicted of “illegally obtaining state
secrets”.

In 2025, state media China Daily re-
ported that the city of Benxi, with a popula-
tion of around 1.3 million, had every gaokao
room monitored by a “real-time intelligent
surveillance system that automatically flags
irregular behavior — from whispers and fre-
quent glances between studentstoinatten-
tive proctors”. Other recent reports have
also touted “Al-powered” systems.

The exam involves both objective and
subjective questions. Experienced teachers
from key senior high schools and univer-
sities in a region are selected to grade the
papers. “Personnel involved in grading
have to present their identity documents,
leave electronic devicesin a small basketin
a separate area, and undergo security
checks before work starts,” an official
media report said.

Grading computers are connected toan
exclusive network to prevent hacking and
intrusion of viruses and the rooms are
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equipped with surveillance cameras, with
police officers on duty 24/7, it added.

STEM focus

In their book The Highest Exam: How
the Gaokao Shapes China (2025), authors
Hongbin Li, Ruixue Jia and Claire
Cousineauwrote, “If China’s education sys-
tem is a symphony orchestra, the central
government is the conductor.” It directs
everyone, but relies on musicians (in this
example, thelocal governments) to achieve
what is desired, they write. Local author-
ities own and fund non-elite colleges and
institutions, as well as schools, but they op-
erate based on policies made by the Central
government.

The book credits Deng Xiaoping, the
leader under whom the Chinese economy
modernised in 1978, for raising the scale
and scope of the education system. Among
18 to 24-year-olds, the share of people en-
rolled in college increased from 1% in 1976
t0 57% in 2021.

The exam has come under criticism for

New Delhi

furthering inequalities, particularly on re-
gional and classlines. Colleges can setlocal
quotas and most premier institutions are
based in major cities.

Combined with China’s household reg-
istration system that designates citizens as
hailing from rural or urban areas, it means
that those in cities have a disproportion-
ately high chance of making it to top col-
leges. They are also more equipped to
spend a considerable amount on addi-
tional classes and other resources.

A type of affirmative action system
awards some advantages to ethnic minor-
ities, including those from the regions such
as Tibet.

Over the years, there has been an in-
creasing focus on pushing Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) subjects in Chinese universities.
Thisisinline with the government’s plans
to push for “New Quality Productive
Forces”, meaning high-tech and more effi-
cient economic development. It has also
meant a lower uptake for social sciences.
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Diplomacy is to do and say the nastiest
things in the nicest way.

— Isaac Goldberg
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US ALL

India has speltred lines to
US. Now seal trade deal

HE LAST year-and-a-halfhas seen strains in the India-

US relationship over trade, Russian oil, and claims of

American mediation during Operation Sindoor. Despite

high-level engagement, including US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio’s recent visit to India, restoring trust between the
twosidesremainsaworkin progress. Indiais not the only country
whose diplomacy hasbeen challenged dealing with the mercurial
US President, Donald Trump. Italian PM Giorgia Meloni’s once-
warm relationship with Trump has soured over Rome’s reluc-
tance to support Washington in its war with Tehran. Ukraine’s
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Canada’s Mark Carney are no strangers
to this predicament. Trump’s maverick style of statecraft has
forced allies and rivals alike to recalibrate their approach to Wash-
ington. Itisin this context that the meeting between Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi — their firstin 16 months, on the
sidelines of the G7 summiit last week — assumes significance. The
Prime Minister welcomed the progress made in peace efforts in
West Asia and underlined that “mutual trust is the most impor-
tant strategic asset today”.

The US President, through his military actions, weaponisation
of tariffs and transactional diplomacy, has eroded the post-war
international order, and India has not been immune to the con-
sequences. The question iswhether New Delhi can quickly come
totermswith the structural shiftsunderway in American foreign
policy. Given that the US is India’s largest economic partner, not
justin trade, but also in investment, technology and higher edu-
cation, the fundamentals of the relationship remain strong. New
Delhi has no choice but to adapt and manage Trump for the re-
maining two-and-a-halfyears of his term; neither open confron-
tation nor submissive behaviour is likely to work. Prime Minister
Modi’sapproach at the G7 — crediting Trump for his peace efforts
while simultaneously working towards a trade deal to limit tariffs,
as USTrade Representative Jamieson Greer visits India this week
— appears to be the most effective course available.

That does not mean India should hesitate to defend its inter-
ests. PM Modi raised with Trump the safety of Indian seafarers
after External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar lodged a protest with
Rubio over US attacksin the Gulfthatkilled three Indian mariners
earlier this month. The task of diplomacy is to make India’s red
lines clear while navigating crises beyond its control. What re-
mainsinIndia’s control is strengthening itsleverage by modern-
ising the economy, defence capabilities and technology eco-
system. Achieving those goals will require deeper engagement
with the West, particularly the US. India’s challenge is to preserve
both partnership and autonomy.

When doctors can move,
healthcare benefits

N A first-of-its-kind reform, Andhra Pradesh has thrown
openitsdoorstodoctors from across India by removing state
registration hurdles. An MBBS graduate holding a recogni-
sed medical qualification and valid registration with any
state or UT medical council in the country will now be allowed to
practisein the state, without a separate Andhra Pradesh Medical
Council registration or aNo Objection Certificate (NOC) from the
council where they are registered. The order cuts through a
bureaucratic roadblock that haslong deterred doctors — particu-
larly young graduates and specialists — from moving to states
where there are better opportunities. With Andhra Pradesh’s reg-
istered doctor base standingat roughly 1.05 lakh for a population
of nearly 5 crore, and the country’s overall doctor-population ratio
hovering at 1:811 against the WHO benchmark of 1:1,000, this is
likely to help address shortages in specialist care and strengthen
the state’s ambition to attract medical talent from across India.

The significance of the decision is not limited to healthcare
administration alone. In a country that routinely speaks of the
ease oflivingand doing business, domicile preferencesin public
employment and local registration requirements have often
tested the spirit, if not always the letter, of constitutional guaran-
tees. Driven by political and administrative considerations, states
frequently create procedural hurdles that limit opportunities. For
instance, in an attempt to stem high attrition rates, Bihar recently
made it mandatory for government doctors to complete three
years of continuous service before becoming eligible for NOCs.
There are also other tangible costs for those seeking to relocate.
Re-registration fees at state councils typically range from Rs 5,000
toRs 10,000, while obtaining an NOC from a home-state council
— a prerequisite for re-registration elsewhere — can take weeks
and involve additional paperwork.

AndhraPradesh’s move also aligns with the broader objective
behind the National Medical Commission’s efforts to create a
seamless national registration framework. The “One Nation, One
Registration” platform was launched in August 2024 to eliminate
impediments to professional mobility. Yet only around 1,800 reg-
istration certificates have been issued so far, while more than
30,000 applications remain pending verification at state medical
councils. By lowering barriers to mobility, Andhra Pradesh has
not only moved to strengthen healthcare delivery, it has shown
that states need not wait for administrative bottlenecks to be re-
solved before adopting the principle underlying the reform.
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Road to energy security
passcs through our farms

FROM PLAE TOPLOUGH

BY ASHOK GULATI
AND SUBHODEEP BASU

HE WEST Asia crisis has ex-

posed a structural vulnerability

inIndia’s growth story:Itsheavy

dependence on imported fossil

fuels. Whether itis power gener-
ation, transport or fertiliser production, In-
dia’senergy architecture remains deeplyim-
port-dependent. For a fast-growing
economy, this is not merely a macroecon-
omic concern; it is a strategic risk.

But energy insecurity is not India’s only
challenge. Climate change is increasingly
threatening agricultural livelihoods. The
forecast of a strong E1 Nifio in 2026 does not
augur well for farm incomes. The question,
therefore, is not only how India secures its
energy future, butalsohowitbuildsincome
resilience for its farmers, who comprise 43
per cent of the workforce. The answer may
lieinturningIndia’sannadata into urjadata,
from producers of food to producers of
energy, too.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s push to-
wards renewable energy is commendable.
Asof March 2026, renewable energy capacity
stood at about 274 GW, with solar alone cross-
ing 150 GW. But the model so far adopted in
solar energy is mainly large solar parks and
PM Surya Ghar. The PM-KUSUM scheme is
basically for solar pump sets. This is not suf-
ficient for agricultural transformation. We

lay out below a case for agriphotovoltaics on
farmers’ fields that has potential not only to
generate clean energy in rural areasbut also
to halve the government’s power subsidy,
while also increasing farmers’ incomes
manifold. If promoted by PM Modi on prior-
ity basis, it can transform notjust agriculture
but the very growth story of India. Let us
delve alittle deeper intoiit.

Agriphotovoltaics (Agri-PV) integrate
solar power generation and crop cultivation
on the same piece of land. This allows
farmers to harvest both sunlight and crops.
Solar panels are mounted at a height of about
3.5 metres, which permits cultivation be-
neath them while generating electricity for
saletodiscoms. Theresultisdual use ofland
and dual streams of income.

Unlike agricultural income, whichis vul-
nerable to weather shocks, pest attacks and
market fluctuations, solar income is stable .
In effect, solar becomes a “third crop” that
provides a dependable source of earnings
when conventional crops fail.

ICRIER, with support from Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank’s CSR initiative, has created
a pilot 600 KW solar plant in Rajasthan.
The State Bank of India provided aloan of
Rs1.4 crore, and the farmer himself putin
Rs 60 lakh. The project has increased the
farmer’s income from about Rs 40,000 per
acre from wheat and bajra cultivation to
nearly Rs 4 lakh per acre through
a combination of energy sales
and shade-tolerant horticulture,
demonstrating a tenfold income
enhancement potential.

The significance of Agri-PV ex-
tends beyond farmers’ income. It
also addresses a longstanding dis-
tortion in India’s power sector. Agri-
culture consumes nearly 2,60,000
GWh of electricity annually, yet
pays tariffs far below the actual cost

Agriphotovoltaics integrate
solar power generation and
crop cultivation on the same
piece ofland. Solar panels are
mounted at a height of about
3.5m, which permits cultivation
beneath them while generating
electricity for sale to discoms

of supply. Accordingto the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India’s recent report,
SteeringIndia’s Power Sector Towards Viksit
Bharat (2026), the average cost of supplying
electricity inIndiaisaround Rs8.5/kWh, and
assumed revenue realisation from agricul-
tural consumers close to Re 1/kWh. This
implies an effective subsidy of at least
roughly Rs 7.5/kWh. India’s annual power
tariff subsidy bill is approximately Rs 2.35
lakh crore, with agriculture accounting for
roughly 85 per cent. The true cost of power
subsidy to agriculture may be even higher as
the cost of supply to agriculture is higher
thanRs 8.5/kWh, once technical losses, long
feeder lines and the costs of maintaining
rural distribution infrastructure are taken
into account. This would take the farm
power subsidy to over 90 per cent of total tar-
iff subsidy. Nowonder that, despite repeated
reforms and financial bailouts, discom fi-
nances remain under severe stress.
Agri-PV offers an opportunity to funda-
mentally alter this equation. By generating
electricity at the farmlevel and feedingitinto
local distribution networks, it reduces trans-
mission losses and infrastructure costs while
transforming farmers from consumers of
highly subsidised power into producers of
clean energy. However, scaling Agri-PV
requires supportive policy. Elevated struc-
tures make Agri-PV systems 15-20 per cent
more expensive than conventional
solar projects, creatinga significant
entry barrier for farmers.
Adifferentiated feed-in tariff of
say Rs 4.5/kWh, coupled with tar-
geted support under PM-KUSUM,
can significantly improve project
viability and accelerate adoption.
From the perspective of discoms
and state governments, such sup-
portshould be viewed not asan ad-
ditional subsidy but as a smarter

reallocation of existingexpenditure. Even at
afeed-intariff of Rs4.5/kWh, discoms would
be procuring clean power at roughly halfthe
effective cost of supplying power to agricul-
ture. Ineffect, every unit of electricity gener-
ated through farmer-owned Agri-PV hasthe
potential to reduce the subsidy burden by
nearly half while simultaneously creating a
new source of farm income.

The policy implications are clear. Exist-
ing support mechanisms under PM-
KUSUM Components B and C already pro-
vide capital subsidies for standalone solar
pumps and the solarisation of grid-con-
nected agricultural pumps. If public sup-
portis considered justified for solarising ir-
rigation, a strong case can be made for
extending similar support to farmer-owned
Agri-PV projects under Component A that
simultaneously generate clean energy and
preserve farm incomes. Targeted capital
subsidies and an attractive feed-in-tariff can
be game-changers, and a win-win for the
government as well as farmers.

Institutional innovation will be
equally important. Just as milk cooper-
atives transformed India’s dairy sector,
solar cooperatives can aggregate small-
holders, improve access to finance,
strengthen bargaining power and man-
age power sales collectively. Such cooper-
ative institutions can become the vehicle
through which the Agri-PV revolution can
be unleashed.

If PM Modi takes it up on priority, he can
not only transform India but also set an
example for the Global South, especially Af-
rica, under the theme of “One Sun, One
Earth, and One Grid”. That would bring relief
from fossil fuels while augmenting farmers’
incomes. Can he dothat? Only time will tell.

Gulatiis distinguished professor and Basu is
research fellow at ICRIER. Views are personal

A home of her own

can be alifeline

BiNnA
AGARWAL

Owning a

house gives a
woman an exit
option. It deters

violence and

gives her a

place to stay

if she does

face abuse. It
provides what
economists call

‘acredible

threat point’

WISHA SHARMA'S untimely

death in Bhopal on May 12, fol-

lowing reported spousal abuse

and dowry demands, isjust one

of several thousand such deaths
reported annually in India. People often ask
me (given my research on gender inequality
issues): Why don’t even educated profes-
sional women leave abusive marriages? My
answer issimple: Usually because they have
nowhere to go.

Awoman could potentially return to her
parents, but most Indian parents encourage
a daughter to “adjust” and view her return
from a “failed marriage” asa blot. What about
a shelter home for victims of domestic viol-
ence? Apart from inadequate numbers,
these can, at best, provide temporary emerg-
ency refuge. The same goes for friends. Aren-
tal apartment can be expensive, would not
be available immediately if you have to flee
violence, and landlords are often suspicious
of single women tenants. The one sure pro-
tection, however, can be owning an apart-
ment, even a one-room studio flat.

My research with a colleague, Pradeep
Panda, on spousal physical violence among
ever-married women in 502 randomly se-
lected rural and urban householdsin Kerala
(a state with high female education and fe-
male-favourable sex ratios), showed that
owningimmovable property (house orland)
provided the single most important protec-
tion against this. The incidence of domestic
violence (DV) was49 per cent where women
owned neither house nor land, 18 per cent
and 10 per cent respectively if they owned
land or a house, and only 7 per cent if they
owned both. Simply beingemployed did not
helpunlessitwasaformal-sectorjob (which
barely 10 per cent of Indian women have).
Working in a family enterprise or farm does
not providewomen independent or assured
earnings. Subsequent research, in UPin
India, as well as other countries, has rein-
forced these findings.

Owning a house gives a woman an exit
option. It deters violence and gives her a
place to stay if she does face abuse. It pro-
videswhat economists call “a credible threat
point”. Also, in our study, very few of the pro-

pertyless women who faced DV left their
spouses, and of those who did, most re-
turned. Women owning homes, on the other
hand, rarely returned.

In 2005, the Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act was passed. Its im-
plementation hasbeen poor. Neither policy-
makers nor most women’s groups have
made the link between DV and women’s
home ownership, even though the Hindu
Succession Amendment Act, also passed in
2005, gave married women coparcenary
rights in ancestral property and the legal
right to return to their parental homes.

Thejust-released NFHS-6 (2023-24) fact-
sheet showsthat women ownahouseorland
(individually or jointly) in only 18.8 per cent
of households across India, Even in Kerala,
the figure isjust 34 per cent.

The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, which
gives homes to poor urban families, priori-
tises female household heads. This is a wel-
come start, but not enough. Middle-class
women facing violent marriages also need
independent housing support. There are
three aspects to this. One is architectural —
the need to build several affordable studio
apartments in every multi-storey housing
complex. The second is financial — some
government schemes do provide subsidies
and charge women buyerslower intereston
loans, but awareness is limited, and a grant
along with the loan would help. The third is
the need to think outside the box. For in-
stance, women can jointly own homes with
other women if they can’t afford one alone.
Parents could also gift funds for such pur-
chases, instead of the usual dowry in jewel-
lery and moveable items. Joint home owner-
ship with non-relatives is possible in India
with aco-ownership agreement, under laws
such as the Transfer of Property Act, 1882,
and the Registration Act,1908. Much canbe
done to protect women from spousal viol-
ence, the most effective measure being help-
ing them buy a room or a plot of their own.

The writer is professor, Development
Economics & Environment, GDI,

University of Manchester, & former director,
Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi
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outdated arms race mindset
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The response
foramiddle
power like
Indiaistolean
intoAlasa
general-
purpose
technology
while
acknowledging
the geopolitical
innovation race

firms like DeepSeek and Alibaba. Washington is-

sued adirective to Anthropic tosuspendits frontier
models for foreign nationals, including its own employees. A
commercial product used by millions of people was pulled off the
shelf. One country treated software engineerslike nuclear physi-
cists, and the other treated a software product like a munition.
Both policy actions flow from the same story about what Al is.

National security thinking in the US and China treats Alasa
Zero-sum arms race or a weapon of mass destruction to be con-
tained through non-proliferation. This narrative has been pro-
moted by frontier labs to gain market share and shape the regu-
latory landscape. Other policy instruments seen recently, such
asexport controls and hardware tracking of chips, also stem from
this narrative. The framing makes coercion feel like prudence.

However, this analogy misrepresents the technology. Unlike
rare, controllable fissile material, Almodels are mathematical ar-
tefactsthat are easily reproducible and constantly diffusing. Chi-
nese firms built competitive models despite chip export controls,
and powerful open-source models remain freely downloadable.
Thebottlenecks tounlocking productivity lie in widespread adop-
tion: Bridging the capability-reliability gap, learning curves, or-
ganisational reforms and regulatory compliance.

A more honest framing is the geopolitical innovation race.
Here, a dense web of public and private actors across the world
compete and collaborate, driven by a mix of national security,
economic advantage, and market incentives. The policy instru-
mentsthat follow are constructive: Compute investment, skilling,
industrial policy, strategic partnerships, organisational reforms.

The response for a middle power like India is to lean into Al
as a general-purpose technology while acknowledging the geo-
political innovation race. The value lies not just in inventing the
frontier but also in diffusing it widely and well. The Supreme
Court’sdraft guidelines on the use of Al toolsin courtsare atelling
example. The returns of the Al era will accrue to the countries
that put it toworkin health, agriculture, law, and public services.

That points to three priorities. Diffusion over denial: Spend
political energy on adoption infrastructure, regulatory clarity,
and sector deployment. Plurilateral resilience over self-suffi-
ciency: Coalitions of the like-minded — India and the EU have
complementary strengths — can share open-source develop-
ment costs and build trusted supply chains. Finally, open over
closed: The Fable 5Sand Mythos S suspension shows that depend-
ence on a nationally controlled, closed model risks access being
withdrawn overnight. Open-weight models, open standardslike
RISC-V, and open alternatives to proprietary stacks are resilient
because no single government can switch them off.

VER THE past few weeks, two governments showed
us how they are thinking about Al Beijing restricted
overseas travel for top Al engineers from private

The writer is associate fellow, Takshashila Institution
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Vajpayeeamong9elected

June 22,1986 THE BHARATIYA Janata Party leader, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and eight Congress (I) candi-
o P T — dates were elected unopposed to the Rajya
& PE INDIAN EXPRESS zdin Sabhaas the deadline for withdrawal of -
e SIS Foas nominations ended. As many as 58 candi-

rm . "
ST Ee Sy

Centre,Punjab rift over
Desai panel’s terms
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=~ - - dates are now leftin the fray for the June 28
. elections for the remaining 37 seats in six
states. The Congress (I) bagged all three
seats from Orissa, where the opposition did
not field any candidate.
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Punjab, Centre atloggerheads

A WAR of attrition has begun between the
Centre and the Punjab government over the
terms of reference given to Justice D A Desai,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

who was asked to identify the 70,000 acres
of land to be transferred from Punjab to Ha-
ryanain lieu of Chandigarh. While the Punjab
Cabinet repudiated the reference made to
Justice Desai, the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gan-
dhi, inacommunication to the Punjab Chief
Minister, Surjit Singh Bamala, pointed out
that the terms of reference of the Desai Com-
mission were amended in accordance with
the text settled in consultation with Bamala
and accepted by him.

Centre-MNF accordlikely

THE NEGOTIATIONS between the Govern-
ment and the Mizo National Fronttoend the
insurgency have reached the final stage, and
anagreementis expected “very soon”. After

New Delhi

an hour-long meeting between the Union
Home Minister, Buta Singh, and the MNF
chief, Laldenga, in New Delhi, an official
spokesman said that a draft agreement had
already been prepared.

Armytovacate Red Fort

THE ARMY has agreed to vacate the Red Fort
and hand over most of the complex to the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India. Of the 80.45
acresinthe Red Fort complex, 68.45 acres
are with the Army, which does not permit
even AS| officials in this portion. The decision
to hand over this historic fort to the ASI was
taken under adirective fromthelate Indira
Gandhi some years ago that the Army should
vacate all ancient forts under its control.
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In time of distrust, Constitution’s promise
of fraternity matters more than ever

S'Y QURAISHI

VERY SCHOOLCHILD can re-

cite the Preamble to the Consti-

tution: Justice, liberty, equality

and fraternity. The first three

have generated debatein courts,
politicsand academia. The fourth, however,
has passed almost unnoticed. Yet fraternity
may be the most consequential of all the con-
stitutional values because it is the one value
that law alone cannot create.

The neglect is curious because the Con-
stitution does not treat fraternity asan after-
thought. It appears in the same sentence as
the other three, carrying equal constitutional
weight. The framers placed it there deliber-
ately. The question is why we have spent 75
years largely ignoring it, and what that ne-
glect has cost us.

The answer begins with adistinction that
was explicit during the Constituent Assem-
bly debates but has since faded from consti-
tutional discourse. Liberty and equality de-
fine therelationship between the citizen and
the state. Fraternity definesthe relationship
between citizens themselves. That distinc-
tion makes all the difference. If the state vi-
olates liberty or equality, courts can inter-
vene. But what recourse exists when citizens
cease to regard one another as fellow
citizens? When disagreement hardens into
hostility and difference into suspicion, fra-
ternity begins to disappear. BR Ambedkar
understood this with unusual clarity. In his
final address to the Constituent Assembly on
November 25,1949, he warned, “Without fra-
ternity, equality and liberty will be no deeper
than coats of paint.” His warning stemmed
from a frank assessment of Indian society.
“How can people divided into several thou-
sands of castes be a nation?” he asked. He
was reminding us that nationhood is not a
given but an achievement, and fraternity
both its condition and proof. The Constitu-
tion’s concern with fraternity did not end
with the Preamble. Article 51A(e) makes it a
Fundamental Duty of every citizen to pro-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Anthropic ban

THE RECENT US decision tore-
strict access to Anthropic’s
advanced Al models, Mythos 5
and Fable 5, for foreign users
should serve as awake-up call for
India (‘'US diktat on Al makes case
for global regulation’, IE, June 20).
Nations that donot control critical
Alinfrastructure and frontier
models may increasingly find
themselves dependent on
decisions made elsewhere. For
India, thisdevelopment
underscoresthe urgent need to
accelerate investmentsin
indigenous Al capabilities.
BalGovind, Noida

WHEN ONE government can sus-
pend global access to frontier
models without citing specific
risks, technological sovereignty
becomesurgent (‘US diktat on Al
makes case for global regulation’,
IE, June 20). Opaque national-se-
curity claims breed mistrust and
fragmentinnovation. Real safety
demandsbindingrules, indepen-
dent audits, and third-party test-
ing before release, not post-hoc
bans. India, with its vast datare-
sources and user base, must lead
in crafting a multilateral frame-
work. Unilateral control will push
states towards digital blocs, hurt-
ingscience and security alike.
KChidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

Cost of impunity

TEN YEARS of a special police cell
and only 33 convictions from 2,656
FIRs expose a hollow promise
(‘Delhi’sunfinished fight against
prejudice’, IE, June 20). Racist
slurs and housingbias persist be-
cause nodal officerslack author-
ity, data, and accountability.
Awareness campaigns cannot re-
place time-bound trials, trained
prosecutors, and public tracking
of case outcomes. The Bezbaruah
Committee’swarningsstill ring
true. Racial violence must be
treated as an institutional metric.
Biastraining, fast-track courts,
victim compensation, and
quarterly district-level disclosures
should be mandated. Until preju-
dice carries areal cost, trust will
not follow young people from the
Northeast toIndia’s capital.

Babu Crishna, Bengaluru

mote harmony and the spirit of common
brotherhood across religious, linguistic and
regional differences.

Seventy-five years later, the original
anxieties have not diminished. Though we
have never been more connected techno-
logically, we have rarely been more es-
tranged socially. Public debate has grown
louder, sharper and more vicious, while mu-
tualunderstanding hasbecomethinner. The
greatest damage caused by hate-filled dis-
course —whether political, religious or digi-
tal —isnot thatit offends. Democracies have
always survived offence. Its deeper damage
lies in the erosion of trust.

Trust is the invisible infrastructure of a
functioning society — the assumption that
strangers can deal with one another in good
faith. When that assumption erodes, no law
can fully restore it. The economy depends
upon it. Democracy depends uponit.

Liberty and equality are justiciable, en-
forceable and actionable before ajudge. Fra-
ternity belongs to a different category. If lib-
erty and equality are the fundamental rights
of citizens, fraternity, for me, is the
fundamental right of the nation. No
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The Constitution and the criminal law
contain a substantial architecture designed
toprotectsocial harmony. Article 14 guaran-
tees equality before the law. Articles 15 and
25 protect citizens against discrimination
and safeguard freedom of faith. Article 51A(e)
imposes a duty to promote harmony and
common brotherhood. Criminal law goes
further. Sections153A,153B,295A and 505 of
the IPC, along with provisions protecting
places of worship, were enacted to preserve
civic peace and prevent communal hostility.

These provisions may not create frater-
nity, but they exist to prevent its systematic
destruction. The challenge, therefore, is not
the absence of legal safeguards. It is theirun-
even enforcement. Courts cannot command
affection, but they can act against hatred, in-
timidation and attacks on equal citizenship.
The law cannot manufacture fraternity, but
itcan—and must — prevent itsdestruction.

It is worth asking what 75 years of ne-
glecting fraternity has produced. Consider
what the government’s own data tell us. For
more than adecade, roughly 2lakh Indians
have been surrendering their citi-
zenship every year, amountingto

court can manufacture mutual re- No court can manufacture nearly 9 lakh in the last five years

spect. Nostatutecancreateasense ~ mutualrespect. Nostatutecan  ajone, according to information

of common belonging. No govern- create a sense of common placed before Parliament. Many of

ment programme can legislate belonging. Yetit would be thoseleaving are successful entre-

trust. Yet it would be wrongto con- preneurs and professionals. Their
wrong to conclude that

clude that fraternity lies entirely
beyond the reach of law and the
government and the courts are
helpless spectators.

fraternity lies entirely beyond

thereach oflaw

decisions reflect multiple factors,
but the scale of the phenomenon
raises alegitimate question: What
role do social climate and civic

confidence play in such choices?

History suggests that prolonged social
conflict leaves economic scars that persist
long after the headlines disappear.India has
alreadylearned thislesson. Punjabwasonce
the most prosperous state in the country,
with the highest per-capita income as re-
cently as the mid-1980s. The decade-long
militancy and communal discord that fol-
lowed devastated the investment climate.
Punjabslipped from first place in per-capita
income rankings and, between 2014-15 and
2022-23, it ranked 18th in economic growth
among 21 major states. The damage was not
merely economic; poisoned atmospheres
take generations to clear.

The irony is difficult to miss. We have
spoken of India becoming the world’s third-
largest economy and a fully developed Viksit
Bharat by 2047. Yet public institutions have
often appeared insufficiently concerned
aboutan atmosphere of anxiety and periodic
lawlessness that seems to corrode such am-
bitions. Lynchings, targeted demolitionsand
the normalisation of communal hostility are
not merely law-and-order failures. They are
fraternity failures. When such acts go un-
punished, they send asignal —notjust to mi-
norities, but to every entrepreneut, investor
and family weighing its future.

Polarisation may have delivered elec-
toral dividends to those who have prac-
tised it. But a nation cannot continuously
inflame its divisions for short-term politi-
cal advantage and expect to contain its
economic consequences.

Fraternityisnota piouswish inscribedin
apreamble and ceremonially quoted on na-
tional occasions. Itisthe social oxygen with-
out which neither liberty nor equality can
survive, and without which no economy,
however ambitious its targets, can truly
flourish. Ambedkar warned that without fra-
ternity, liberty and equality would be no
deeper than coats of paint. For three-
quarters of a century, we barely noticed the
paint peeling. We are beginning to see the
cracks now.

The framers placed all four values to-
gether for a reason. It may be time we did
the same.

Quraishi is former chief election commissioner
of India and author of An Undocumented
Wonder: The Making of the Great Indian Election
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ASHOK KHEMKA

THE CONTROVERSY over therejectionofa
nomination paperintherecent RajyaSabha
election from Madhya Pradesh raisesanim-
portant constitutional question: How should
the legal system respond when a returning
officer (RO) is alleged to have unlawfully ex-
cluded a candidate from an election, yet the
constitutional commitment to uninter-
rupted elections restricts judicial interven-
tion until the electoral process is over?
Theissue highlightsatensionin election
law. The Constitution seeks to ensure that
elections proceed without disruption and are
conducted in accordance with law. These ob-
jectives are complementary in theory but
canoccasionally comeinto conflict. The con-
ventional constitutional response is found
in Article 329(b), which generally bars judi-
cialinterference in electoral mattersonce the
election process has begun. It channels dis-
putes into an election petition after the dec-
laration of results. This principle, upheld by
the Supreme Court, serves an important
democratic purpose. Elections cannot be
subjected tolitigation at every intermediate
stage. Yet Article 329 was never in-
tended to create a zone of immun-
ity for electoral illegality.
Anerroneousrejection of nomi-
nation affects not merely the rights
of a candidate but the structure of
the election. After polling, the con-
sequences of such exclusion may
become difficult to remedy in a
meaningful way. The question is

Election petitions are often
decided after substantial
delays. A successful petition
may establish alegal wrong
but offer little practical means

of correcting it

whether the constitutional framework pro-
vides a corrective mechanism.

The answer may lie in a fuller under-
standing of Article 324 —it vestsin the Elec-
tion Commission of India the “superintend-
ence, direction and control” of elections.
Judicial decisions have recognised that Ar-
ticle 324°s supervisory authority enables the
ECItosafeguard the integrity of the electoral
process. Although ROs exercise statutory
powers under the Representation of the
People Act, they do so under the ECI’s con-
stitutional control. Ifthe body has the auth-
ority to supervise electoral conduct, ensure
compliance with election law and even
countermand elections in exceptional cir-
cumstances, it is difficult to conclude that it
lacks the power to correct a legal error by an
RO in the scrutiny of nominations.

Such oversight need not assume the
character of conventional appellatejurisdic-
tion. Every dissatisfied candidate cannot be
permitted to seek the reconsideration of rou-
tine factual determinations. However, a li-
mited revisional jurisdiction to correct juris-
dictional errors, manifestillegality,
or clear misinterpretation of statu-
tory provisions would enable seri-
ous legal disputes to be resolved
promptly before pollingand, more
importantly, harmonise Articles
324 and 329.

The SC’s cautious approach was
justified. However, constitutional
adjudication must remain attent-

Electoral wrongs can be
corrected beforeit’s too late

ivetotheefficacy of remedies. Election peti-
tions are often decided after substantial de-
lays. By the time a final judgment is ren-
dered, elected representatives may have
served asignificant part of their term. Politi-
cal alignments may have shifted. Members
of the electoral college may have resigned,
died or become disqualified. A successful
petition may establish alegal wrong but offer
little practical means of correcting it.

That'swhy Article142is relevant —item-
powers the SC to pass such orders as may be
necessary for doing complete justice in a
matterbeforeit. Itisnotalicence todisregard
constitutional limitations, nor can it rou-
tinely displace statutory remedies. It exists
for exceptional situations. Where a candi-
dateallegesexclusionon aground thatisex-
facie contrary to law, where the ECI has not
exercised corrective supervision under Ar-
ticle 324, and where postponing scrutiny
until an election petition may render effec-
tivereliefimpossible, a carefully tailored ex-
ercise of Article 142 may be constitutionally
defensible. This would not amount to re-
pudiating Article 329, but an attempt to rec-
oncile the constitutional commitment to
electoral continuity with the equally impor-
tant commitment to meaningful justice.

The controversy reveals a structural gap.
The challenge is not to choose between the
three articles, but to harmonise them.

The writer retired as a senior IAS officer.
Views are personal

Ease of justice
has brought
legal system

closer to people

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

USTICE HAS always been a vital and integral pillar of

human civilisation. Judicial institutions have served

as the bridge that enables every stakeholder to de-

velop asense of trust, belonging, and association with

the larger pursuit of justice and collective good. This
necessitates the creation of a robust justice ecosystem — one
that not only ensures access to justice but also facilitates ease
ofliving for every citizen.

Under theleadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
governance paradigm has facilitated ease of living through a
bottom-up approach while implementing a nation-first ap-
proach from the top down. Judicial reforms have encompassed
legislative modernisation, institutional strengthening and digi-
tal innovation. The mantra ‘ease of justice’ incorporates ease
of engagement for litigants, ease of working for advocates and
judges, and ease of understanding for citizens.

From the litigant’s perspective, services like Tele-Law and
Nyaya Bandhu to promote pro-bono work under the Designing
Innovative Solutions for Holistic Access to Justice scheme have
made justice delivery accessible and affordable. More than 11.2
million beneficiaries from rural and remote areas have bene-
fitted from free pre-litigation legal consultations under Tele-
Law. E-filing services and e-Seva Kendras have eased the liti-
gant’s interactions with the judicial ecosystem.

For advocates and judges, a push to upgrade both digital
and physical infrastructure has enhanced the ease of working.
Asthe subordinate judiciary serves as the first point of contact
for the vast majority, strengthening it is an imperative. The
number of court halls has increased from 15,818 in 2014 to
22,712, supported by the disbursal of Rs 9,400.40 crore since
2014 for the development of state-of-the-art integrated court
complexes. Further, the e-Courts Phase-III project seeks to
transform courts into end-to-end digital, paperless, and Al-
enabled institutions of justice delivery. Initiatives like
videoconferencing, virtual courts, and livestreaming court
proceedings have brought the judiciary closer to
the people.

Ease of understanding
for citizens is an essential
pillar of the broader ease
of justice framework, par-
ticularly inalinguistically
diverse country like India.
Al-powered natural lan-
guage processing tools
such as the Supreme
Court Vidhik Anuvaad
Software and Bhashini are
translating SC judgments
and orders into 18 Indian
languages. The National
Judicial Data Grid pro-
videssingle-clickaccessto
the analysis of informa-
tion relating to over 340
million court orders.

Thenew criminal laws
have incorporated contemporary realities. The integration of
e-courts, e-prosecution, e-prisons, and e-forensics with the
Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems is a trans-
formative step. The Nyaya Shruti platform is facilitating virtual
appearances and the recording of witness testimonies so effi-
ciently that when a court grants bail to a citizen, the digital bail
order immediately reaches the prison portal, eliminating the
delays that traditionally hindered timely release.

The sanctioned strength of high court judges hasincreased
from 906 in 2014 to 1122; that of the Supreme Court was in-
creased from 31 to 34 in 2019, and has now been raised to 38.
The appointment of 1,175 high court judges and 77 Supreme
Court judges from diverse backgrounds in the past 12 years
reflects the executive’s commitment to strengthening the
judicial ecosystem.

Reducing more than 40,000 compliances and repealing
1,725 redundant and obsolete colonial-eralaws has contributed
to the ease of doing business. Strengthening arbitration law,
setting up institutions like the India International Arbitration
Centre, and promoting mediation through the dedicated Medi-
ation Act, 2023 reflect India’s global leadership in alternative
dispute resolution. India’s leadership ensured the adoption of
the Gandhinagar Declaration, a collective commitment to
strengthening mediation and arbitration, at the BRICS justice
ministers’ meeting in 2026.

As India advances towards the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047,
we remain steadfast in our commitment to building a future-
ready justice system — onethat is resilient, innovative, inclusive,
and inspired by the collective aspirations 0of 140 crore Indians.

The writer is Minister of State for Law and Justice (I/C) and Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs, Government of India
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INDIA'S DEVELOPMENT trajectoryisenter-
ing a decisive phase. Infrastructure expan-
sion, renewable energy transitions and econ-
omic growth are accelerating, often in the
landscapes that underpin the country’secol-
ogical security. Forested regions, many over-
lapping with tiger habitats and wildlife cor-
ridors, are increasingly at the centre of this
transformation. This raises a difficult ques-
tion: How much ecological cost istoo much?

For decades, India has relied on regula-
toryinstruments such as Environmental Im-
pact Assessments (EIA), forest clearances
and compensatory afforestation to manage
thisbalance. More recently, theidea of Green

A10 per cent rule for sustainable development

GDP—adjustingeconomic output toreflect
environmental loss —has gained attention.
Yet these approaches are often difficult to
translate into clear decision thresholds. Po-
licymakers need not merely more databuta
simple, credible benchmark to recognise
when economic activity begins to under-
mine its own ecological foundation. An
answer may lieina principle that governsall
natural systems. In every ecosystem, energy
flows through a hierarchy — from plants to
herbivores to predators. At each step, most
ofthe energyislost,leavingonly a small frac-
tion available for the next level. This prin-
ciple, described by Lindeman’s 10 per cent
Law, explains why nature forms pyramids.
In much of India’s forests, the tiger is at
the pyramid’s apex. Its survival depends on
a large and stable prey base, which in turn
depends on healthy vegetation, water sys-

tems and minimal disturbance. Even small
disruptionsatthe base can cascade upward,
destabilising the system. This ecological real-
ity offers an important economic insight:
Systems can absorb only limited stress be-
fore they begin to degrade.

Recent estimates place the economic cost
of environmental degradation in India at
around 9-11 per cent of GDP. A precautionary
approach would be to treat this as an ecolo-

Recent estimates place the
economic cost of environmental
degradation in India at around 9-11
per cent of GDP. A precautionary
approach would be to treat this as
an ecological threshold

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

gical threshold — a point beyond which the
economy is not operating sustainably andis
drawing down its natural capital. Develop-
ment must pay a minimum ecological due.

This idea acquires particular urgency in
tiger landscapes. India’s tiger reserves and
corridors are embedded within landscapes
that support agriculture, infrastructure and
local livelihoods. They also provide critical
ecosystem services, including water regula-
tion, carbonstorage and biodiversity conser-
vation. These systems also operate under
tight ecological margins. Incremental press-
ures — linear infrastructure, mining, unsus-
tainable extraction and land-use change —
can accumulate rapidly. The consequences
are already visible in many regions: Rising
human-wildlife conflict, fragmentation of
corridors and stress on prey populations.

In such contexts, a simple threshold can

New Delhi

serve as an early warning. If the cumulative
ecological cost of activities within a land-
scapebeginstoexceed anotional 10 per cent
of its total economic or ecological value, it
should trigger a policy pause — not to halt
development, but to reassess its scale, loca-
tion and design. In more fragile wildlife cor-
ridors, an even more conservative threshold
of 5-8 per cent may be appropriate. Such an
approach can be incorporated into EIA pro-
cesses, landscape-level planning in notified
corridors, green accounting frameworks and
infrastructure design.

In nature, as in economics, systems that
consume their foundations do not collapse
immediately. Buttheydo, eventually —and
often without warning.

The writer is secretary general,
Global Tiger Forum
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IRAN SAYS LEBANON A FOCAL POINT AS NEGOTIATORS MEET IN SWITZERLAND FOR PEACE TALKS

Ceasetire holds, butIsracl says free
toactagainstthreatsin Lebanon

Defence Minister Katz says troops
to stay in Lebanon security zone

Reuters
Beirut, Jerusalem, June 21

ISRAELI SOLDIERS are free to
act without restriction to elim-
inatethreatsin Lebanon, Israeli
Defence Minister Israel Katz
said on Sunday, adding troops
remained in positionin whatIs-
rael refers to as a security zone.

A ceasefire with Iran-backed
Hezbollah took effect on Friday
after months of escalating viol-
ence, but on Saturday Israeli
strikes Kkilled at least 20 people
in Lebanon, Lebanon's state
news agency NNA reported.

Israel said the strikes were a
response to projectiles fired by
the Iran-backed group at its
troops in southern Lebanon,
prompting attacks on what an
Israeli official described as
“Hezbollah targets™.

A Hezbollah official told
Reuters the group was com-
mitted to the ceasefire as long
as Israel adheres to it, adding
that Israeli forces do not have
the right to freedom of move-
ment in south Lebanon.

The official said Hezbollah
forces have not fired on Israeli
troops since 6:30 pm (1530

GMT) Saturday.
Security sources told
Reuters Israel had also

launched no major strikes on
Lebanon since the same time.

That represents the longest
spell without major strikes
since the war in Lebanon be-
tween Hezbollah and Israel
began on March 2.

When asked by Reuters
about the last time Israel fired
on Lebanon or engaged with
Hezbollah, the Israeli military
declined to provide a “specific
time”. The Israeli military did
not immediately respond to a
request to comment on the
claim they have ceased firing
after 6:30 pm on Saturday.

Iranian officials have said
Lebanon is the focal point for
Sunday’s peace talks with the
United States in Switzerland
after Washington and Tehran
signed a framework to halt the
war between them that began
at the end of February, escalat-
ing tension across the region.

The Israeli military invaded
parts of southern Lebanon.
Hezbollah maintains it has the
right to fight Israeli forcesin Le-
banon, but would halt attacks
on northern Israel.

Katzsaid Israeli troopswould
remaininall positionsin what it
calls a security zone, which ex-
tends about 10 km (6 miles) into
southern Lebanon.

Israel says that is to protect
northern Israeli communities.

“All of the IDF's achiev-
ements in the campaign in Le-

i

A Lebanese army soldier at the site of an Israeli strike in Nabatieh, Lebanon, on Sunday. reuTers

banon are being preserved,”
Katzsaid in Sunday's statemen
Israeli armed forces chief of
staff Eyal Zamir said that the
ceasefirein Lebanon was fragile
and that forces must maintain
a high level of readiness for a
possible resumption of combat
operations.Zamir said forces
must be prepared to eliminate
threats and transition rapidly to
renewed operationsifrequired.
Meanwhile Hezbollah chief
Naim Qassem said Israel will not
stayin Lebanon, addingthat the
group would respond to any vi-
olation from the Israeli side.

Israel saysit ‘eliminated’ two
Hamas, Islamic Jihad operatives

Reuters
Dubai, June 21

THE ISRAELI military said on
Sunday thatithad “eliminated”
Hussein Qadra and Mo-
hammed Farra, whom it de-
scribed as operatives in the
military wings of Hamas and
the Islamic Jihad.

Qadra, who led the network

alongside Farra, facilitated the
transfer of more than half a bil-
lion shekels to Hamas, the Is-
raeli military said ina postonX.
“With these funds, Hamas
has continued to pay salaries to
its terrorists and finance terror
attacks,” the military said, ad-
ding that the network was a sig-
nificant source of financing for
the group’s military activities.

ISraeli airstrikes
kills 9 peoplein
Gaza,includinga
child &journalist

Reuters
Cairo, June 21

ISRAELI STRIKES and gunfire
killed at least nine people, in-
cludinga child and a journalist
from Al Jazeera, in the Gaza
Strip on Saturday, health offi-
cials said. An Israeli airstrike
killed four Palestinians, includ-
ing two women and a child, in
an apartment building in Gaza
City, health officials said. The
attack on the building in the
Sabra neighbourhood of Gaza
City destroyed the apartment
and wounded several other
people, medics added.

The Israeli military said it
struck a militant, without elab-
orating.

In another incident, Israeli
forces shot and killed a woman
in Beit Lahiya town further
north, medicssaid. An Israeli air-
strike Kkilled at least one person
and wounded eight others in
Khan Younis, south of enclave.

Later on Saturday, an Israeli
airstrike killed three people,
medics said, including Ahmed
Wishah, ajournalist working for
AlJazeera,in the Bureijrefugee
camp in the central Gaza Strip.

Al Jazeera said Wishah, a
cameraman, was Killed in what
the network called a “heinous
crime,” about two months after
his brother, Mohammed Wi-
shah, alsoan Al Jazeerajournal-
ist, was killed by the Israeli mili-
tary. The Palestinian Journalist
Syndicate condemned Wi-
shah's killing on Saturday.

Starmer on precipice as pressure builds on UK leader toresign

Associated Press
London, June 21

BRITISH PRIME Minister Keir
Starmer is facing a career-defin-
ing decision: step down or fight
a challenge from Labour Party
rival Andy Burnham.

Starmer has publicly vowed
to stay in post, but pressure is
building as more and more La-
bour Party colleagues conclude
his time is up. Expectation is
growing that he will announce
a timetable for his resignation
as soon as Monday.

That’sthe day Burnham will
besworninasalawmakerinthe

House of Commons after win-
ningaspecial election last week.
Starmer is spending the week-
end at Chequers, the country
mansion used by British prime
ministers, with his family.

Business Secretary Peter
Kyle said Sunday that Starmer
is “makingtimetoreflectonthe
political realities, challenges
and opportunities that he finds
himself in.” “I know he is a
prime minister who always puts
his country first,” Kyle told the
BBC, though he said reports
that Starmer will resign are
“speculation.”

Discontent with the prime

British PM Keir Starmer

minister has been building for
months, with Labour law-
makers desperatetoreversethe
government's decline in popu-

E-passport contract probe puts
Nepal government under scrutiny

Yubaraj Ghimire

Kathmandu, June 21

A MEETING convened by Ne-
pal’s Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) last week with senior of-
ficials from the country’s anti-
corruption body and foreign
ministry has sparked a fresh
political and diplomatic contro-
versy amid an ongoing investi-
gation into the procurement of
electronic passports.

The unusual episode un-
folded on June 15, when Chief
Commissioner Prem Rai of the
Commission for Investigation of
Abuse of Authority (CIAA) and
Foreign Secretary Amrit Rai ap-
peared at the PMO following a
verbal summons, according to
multiple sources familiar with
the matter.

The discussions reportedly
centred on the award of

contracts for printing and supp-
lyingmore than six million elec-
tronic passports.

The contracts were awarded
in June 2025 to two German
companies — Veridos GmbH
and Mhuehlbauer. Veridos re-
ceived a contract worth Rs 6.15
billion for passport printing,
while Muehlbauer was assigned
biometric services under a sep-
arate contract at Rs 1.6 billion.

Sources familiar with the
matter said PM Balen Shah had
sought information on the prog-
ress of the project and concerns
surrounding the procurement
process. Several officials, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
claimed members of the minis-
try’s technical procurement
team had declined to endorse
proposal to award contracts to
German firms.

“The members from the

technical side of the procure-
ment team had refused to en-
dorse the ministry's proposal last
year,” onesourcesaid. The CIAA
had beeninformed morethana
week earlier about the PM’s con-
cerns regarding the passport
procurement process.

Addressingthe first national
convention of the RSP in Chit-
wan on Sunday, Prime Minister
Shah reiterated his govern-
ment’s zero-tolerance policy on
corruption. He said the govern-
ment would continue to ques-
tion the CIAA’s performance if
investigations into corruption
allegations were not conducted
fairly and promptly.

The CIAA has already taken
into custody the Director Gen-
eral of the Department of Pass-
ports, Mandira Malla, the local
representative of Mhuehlbauer,
as part of its investigation.

larity since Starmer led the
centre-left party to a landslide
election victory in July 2024.
He has struggled to deliver
promised economic growth, re-
pair tattered public services and
ease the cost of living, and has
been hamstrung by repeated
missteps, including his decision
to appoint Peter Mandelson, a
scandal-tarnished friend of Jef-
frey Epstein, as the UK ambas-
sador to the United States.
Labour is losing liberal
voters to the growing Green
Party and facing a rising Reform
UK, the Nigel Farage -led anti-
immigration party that consist-

ently leads in nationwide
opinion polls.

Burnham, until this week
the popular mayor of Greater
Manchester, decisively won the
seat of Makerfield in northwest-
ern England in a special elec-
tion held Thursday. He took al-
most 55 per cent of the 45,510
votes cast, over 9,000 more than
the Reform UK runner-up.

Now that he is a lawmaker,
he's in a position to challenge
Starmer forleadership of the La-
bour Party. Burnham's accept-
ance speech left no doubt that
he wants to lead both the party
and the country.

“Everyone knows that
politics isn't working,” he said.
“Everyone can feel that the
countryisn't whereit should be.
Tonight could, just could, be the
turning point.” Starmer con-
gratulated Burnham on Friday,
but insisted he would fight any
attempt to oust him.

“Iwill run, I will stand,” if
there is a Labour leadership
contest, Starmer said. “I've said
repeatedly I'mnot going towalk
away from that.” But Charlie
Falconer, a senior Labour
member of the House of Lords,
said Saturday that Starmer has
“absolutely no authority” left.
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Czechs Defend Pubhe Broadcasters

Thousands of people march through Prague on Sunday in support of Czech public broadcasters and
against government plans to overhaul their funding. Critics say the proposal, which would shift Czech
TV and Czech Radio financing from licence fees to the state budget, could undermine their
independence and increase political influence over public media. ReuTErs
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THE PHILIPPINES

Russia frees 24 Filipinos after
Marcos speaks with Putin

RUSSIA HAS freed 24 Filipinos who

were detained for months without
chargesin aSiberian city, after Phil-
ippine President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr.raised concern forthemin ameet-
ingwith President Vladimir Putin,
Philippine officials said Saturday.
The 24 arrived in Manilaaboard two
flights early Sunday, and the first
batch was welcomed by Philippine
Foreign Secretary Theresa Lazaro,
who accompanied Marcosin his

talks with Putin Wednesday in the

Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr

TAIWAN

Military to
launch five-day
readiness drills

TAIWAN'S MILITARY will
hold afive-day combat read-
inessdrill this week, the de-
fence ministry said on Sun-
day, as part of modernisation
planstoshiftitstraining
focusto morerealistic exer-
cises simulating war, away
from setpiece events.
Taiwan, says China'sarmed
forces routinely operatein
the skies and seas around the
island in an effort to press-
ureittoaccept Chinese sov-
ereignty. REUTERS

city of Kazan, the Department of
Foreign Affairsin Manila said. AP

GERMANY

1dead as freight
trains collide on
Munich bridge

TWO FREIGHT trains col-
lided on arailwaybridgein
Germany overnight,
officials said Saturday, the
crash sending two wagons
plunging off the bridge and
onto the street below. One
person was Killed. The Ger-
man news agency dpa did
notidentify the victimin
the crash, which occurred
inthe city of Munich. The
wagons fell about 5 meters
(16 feet) from the bridge,
dpa said. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

CopKkilledin
suicide bombing
in KPK province

A POLICEMAN was Kkilled
and three others were
injuredin asuicide attack
near apolice vehiclein
northwest Pakistan’s restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Sunday, police said. The inci-
dentoccurredin the Lakki
Marwat district whenapo-
lice van from the Tajori po-
lice station came under at-
tackwhen asuicide bomber
detonated himselfnearthe
vehicle, officials said. AP

NEPAL

RSP Kicks off
first general
convention

THE FIRST general conven-
tion of Nepal’s ruling
Rastriya Swatantra Party
kicked off in Bharatpur
Metropolitan City of Chit-
wan District on Sunday.
RSP president Rabi
Lamichhane and Prime
Minister and senior leader
of the party Balendra Shah
jointly inaugurated the
three -day general
conventioninaspecial
programme. PTI

Ukraine drone attack
kills five as Crimea
halts pubhe fuel sales

Reuters
Moscow, June 21

FOUR PEOPLE were killed and
28 wounded in a Ukrainian
drone attack on the Russian-
controlled peninsula of Crimea,
Russian-installed governor said.

Separately, local authorities
in Russia’s Krasnodar region
said aUkrainian drone attackon
an oil transport facility, con-
firmed by Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, killed
one person on a passenger ferry
and set an oil terminal ablaze.

The Russian Defence Minis-
try said 239 Ukrainian drones
had been shot down overnight.

Crimean Governor Sergei
Aksyonov said fuel stations
acrossthe peninsulasuspended
sales to the public and busi-
nesses, with supplies restricted
togovernment agencies respon-
sible for essential services and
security.

Residents evacuate after a
Russian missile strikeona
residential building in Kharkiv,
Ukraine, on Saturday. AP

Ukraine hasrecently intensi-
fied drone attacks on Crimea,
hometoRussia’s BlackSeaFleet,
targeting peninsula's supply
routes and triggering a fuel crisis.

Alocal power grid operator
reported outagesin several areas
after damage to electricity net-
works, while ferry services were
temporarily suspended.

e WITH SECONDARY EDUCATION AND MOST JOBS OUT OF REACH, THOUSANDS OF AFGHAN WOMEN HAVE TURNED TO ENTREPRENEURSHIP AS THE ONLY PATH TO MAKE MONEY AND MAINTAIN A SOCIAL LIFE

As opportunities vanish under Taliban rule, Afghan women turn to business to survive

Elian Peltier
Herat, June 21

THE TALIBAN have imposed
some of the world’s toughest re-
strictions on women and girls,
but to ward off economic col-
lapse and isolation, they have
let women start businesses in
Afghanistan, as long as they
comply with a cascade of debili-
tating rules.

More than 10,000 Afghan
women have business licenses
— atenfold increase in the past
five years, according to the
Afghanistan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry. With an
additional estimated 120,000
working without licenses, small
businesses are the largest em-

ployers of Afghan women, ac-
cording to the World Bank.

But that apparent boom
doeslittleto hide the shrinking
horizons for women’s lives.

Those who dreamed of be-
coming lawyers, engineers or
university professors have
turned to carpet weaving, cos-
metics or vocational training
because they cannot work in
government administration or
for many nonprofits.

They also cannot run beauty
salons, study midwifery or nurs-
ing, or speak with male clients,
suppliers or banking officials.

The vast majority of Afghan
women do notworkat all —less
than 7% of Afghan women
were employed as of 2024, ac-

cording to the UN Develop-
ment Programme.

Those who do work have
faced growing hurdles. The har-
assmentand arrests of dozens of
women by the morality policein
Juneled toarare public protest.

Still, as the Taliban ap-
proach the five-year anniver-
sary of their return to power,
Afghan women have turned to
entrepreneurship as one of the
last ways they can support their
households and find a sem-
blance of social life.

“The only remaining hope
for women in Afghanistan is
business,” said Behnaz Sal-
jughi, a representative for fe-
male business owners in the
province of Herat.

Women weave carpets at a rug workshop run by Ms Azizi. Nyt

On a recent morningin a
warehouse in Mazar-e-Sharif,
innorthern Afghanistan, some
60 women knotted, trimmed

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

and wove rugs under the watch

of their boss, Nasira Azizi, 19.
Azizi was 14 when the Tali-

ban swept back to power in 2021

and barred millions of girls like
her from studying beyond sixth
grade. “I fell into depression,”
Azizisaid about thebanonedu-
cation. “At home, you see the
same faces all the time.”

The rug workshop opened
up her world. “Here, there are
at least more topics to discuss,
more motivation to get the job
done,” she said.

Azizilaunched her business
with financial support from the
U.N. Development Program, in-
cluding agrant to create jobs for
Afghan women who have been
expelled from neighboring Iran
and Pakistan in recent years.

“Even before the Taliban
came, I wanted to be an entre-
preneur,” Azizi said.

New Delhi

She now has about 450
workers in two workshops and
at home. Her two brothers
handle the rugs’design and the
marketing. Her father runsone
of the workshops, where male
employees clean the rugs be-
fore they are sold.

The rest, management,
human resources, finances, falls
to Azizi. “Thebusinesslicenseis
under my name,” she said.

Roqia Rezaei, 21, said she
had dreamed of becoming a
mining engineer before the
Taliban took over Afghanistan.
Unable to pursue that field, she
taught English, but the Taliban
government cracked down on
private tutoring, and her stu-
dents dwindled.

In 2022, she founded Mag-
nolia, asoap business in Herat,
one of Afghanistan’s largest
cities. It now sustains her
family of seven, she said.

The smell of turmeric
wafted over Rezaei’s workshop
on a recent afternoon as her
mother stirred the simmering,
gluey matter that would soon
become soap. Rows of saffron-
infused soap bars and dropper
bottles filled with black seed oil
satin an adjacent room.

The setup remains rustic —
twolarge stockpots, no automa-
tion—butRezaei hashereyeon
Iran and Tajikistan as the next
frontiers for her business, which
she wants to turn into an inter-
nationalbrand by2030.  NYT
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TIE-UP WITHHOLTECINT'L ON THE CARDS, FOLLOWS PACTS WITH EDF, CLEAN CORE AND ROSATOM

Global nuclear players turn to

NTPC for N-tech partnerships

Itis the only state-owned company
involved in construction of a nuclear
power project, apart from NPCIL

Pratyush Deep & Anil Sasi
New Delhi, June 21

NTPC LTD, the country’s lar-
gest integrated power gener-
ator, is emerging as a key pivot
in India’s nuclear landscape
after the sector was opened up
through an overarchinglegisla-
tion late last year.

For decades, the Nuclear
Power Corporation of India Ltd
(NPCIL) hasbeen the vanguard
of India’s traditional nuclear
establishment. With the pas-
sage of the SHANTI Act, 2005,
which eased the liability
framework and paved the way
for greater private and foreign
participation, NTPC is emerg-
ing as a second pillar of sorts
and a partner of choice for glo-
bal nuclear technology pro-
viders seeking a foothold in the
Indian market.

Notably, an NTPC function-
ary is also seen as a possible
contender for a top energy ad-
visory role in the government.

The latest collaboration in
the works is with New Jersey-
based nuclear technology firm

Holtec International known for
its flagship small modular reac-
tor, the SMR-300. The company
isunderstood tobe in advanced
discussions with NTPC and
could formalise a partnership
as early as next month, The In-
dian Express has learned.

This comes after NTPC
signed a non-binding Memor-
andum of Understanding
(MoU) in April with Electricité
de France (EDF) to explore co-
operation in developing new
nuclear power projectsin India.
The company hasalsoinked an
agreement with Russia’s state-
owned nuclear company Rosa-
tom for its VVER series of reac-
tors — a type of reactors called
light water reactors, or press-
urised water reactor (PWR).

NTPC is also in talks to buy
a minority stake in US-based
nuclear fuel technology com-
pany Clean Core Thorium
Energy (CCTE), the company
had informed the stock ex-
change in January. Both the
companies are exploring the
“development and deployment
of a thorium-based fuel” for

USTR Greer to arrive
today for trade talks,
tariff edge vital: Goyal

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, June 21

THE UNITED States Trade
Representative (USTR) Jamie-
son Greer will arrive here
today to give final touches to
the India-US interim trade
agreement, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Sunday.

The ministerial-level dis-
cussion on the agreement be-
tween Goyal and Greer will be
held on Tuesday and Wednes-
day. The talks follow two
rounds of negotiations be-
tween Indian and US teamsin
the past two months.

Indian officials visited the
US in April and in early June
the negotiating team led by
Assistant USTR Brendan
Lynch was in India for four-
day talks.

Last week, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met with US
President Donald Trump for
their first in-person talks in
more than a year on the side-
lines of the G7 summit in
Evian, France. Both leaders
struck an upbeat tone as they
sought to turn the page on re-
cent strains stemming from
trade and other disputes, even
as Trump said the deal has
been “very close for a while.”

New Delhi is keen on a
competitive advantage over
countries competing with itin
the US market, before rolling
out the much-delayed trade
agreement. “The issue cur-
rently pending is that our
duties need to be lower com-
pared to those of competing
nations,” Goyal said. “Once
this is settled, the trade agree-
ment will be implemented.”

Theissue

currently
pendingis that our
duties need tobe
lower compared to
those of competing
nations. Once this is
settled, the trade
agreement willbe
implemented.”

PIYUSH GOYAL
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY MINISTER

He added that the framework
for the pact was finalized be-
fore the US Supreme Court
ruled in February that
Trump’s previous tariff policy
was unlawful.

The interim deal is based
on the framework agreement
reached between India and
the US in February this year.
As per the agreement, the US
had agreed to bring down ad-
ditional duties on Indian
products to 18% from 50% in
return for duty-free access for
its manufactured products in
Indian markets.

The agreement also men-
tions India buying $500 bil-
lion worth of goods from the
US over five years.

While the reciprocal tariffs,
which sparked the trade ne-
gotiations, are no longer in
force, the US is building
another frameworKk of tariffs
using Section 301 of the Trade
Act to enter into trade deals
with partners. India’s conten-
tion is that it must get lower
tariffs among its competitors
in the US market. FE

e DEEPENINGNUCLEARPUSH

NTPC'S LATEST collaborationis
with New Jersey-based nuclear
tech firm Holtec International
known for its flagship small
modular reactor, the SMR-300

THE COMPANY isin advanced
discussions with NTPC and could
formalise a partnership as early
as next month

THETHERMAL majorisalsoin
talks to buy a minority stake in US-
based nuclear fuel tech firm Clean
Core Thorium Energy (CCTE)

CCTEAND NTPC are exploring
the ‘development and deploy-
ment of a thorium-based fuel’ for
existing nuclear stationsin India

existing nuclear stations in
India, subject to regulatory
clearances, Department of
Atomic Energy told the parlia-
ment earlier this year.

Both Holtec and Clean Core
are among the handful of
American nuclear companies
which have begged ‘specific
authorisations’ from the US
government with respect to a
restrictive American regulation
referred to as “10CFR810” —
(Part 810 of Title 10, Code of
Federal Regulations of the US
Atomic Energy Act of 1954).

The authorisation permits
these firms, subject to certain

conditions, to transfer technol-
ogy to Indian entities, which is
otherwise barred under 810
regulations.

NTPC’s uniquerole,
NPCIL’s hold on PHWRs
NTPC’s growing appeal
among foreign nuclear tech-
nology providers stems from its
unique position within India's
nuclear ecosystem. Apart from
NPCIL, it is the only state-
owned power company cur-
rently involved in the construc-
tion of anuclear power project.
NTPC is developing the Mahi
Banswara Rajasthan Atomic

Power Project through ASH-
VINI, its joint venture with
NPCIL.

In its latest earnings call,
NTPCsaid it has secured capac-
ity consent for 2,770 megawatt-
electric (MWe) of the proposed
2,800 MWe Mahi BanswaraRa-
jasthan Atomic Power Project
from the customers in Rajas-
than, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh,
and Andhra Pradesh.

The first concrete pour for
the project is expected by Au-
gust 2027, while synchronisa-
tion of the first unit with the
grid is targeted for November
2032, the company added.

Another factorworkingin fa-
vour of the state-owned thermal
power major, asmany in the pol-
icy circle point out, is NPCIL’s
monopoly over the pressurised
heavy water reactors (PHWR)
technology which has long
formed the backbone of India’s
nuclear power programme.

While PHWRs are atechnol-
ogy India’s nuclear establish-
ment has mastered, itisincreas-
ingly out of sync with the light
water reactors (LWRS), or press-
urised water reactors, that are
now the most dominant type
worldwide. The Americans,
Russiansand French areamong
the leaders in LWR technology.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

*REALESTATE’S NEXT AIFRONTIER: GENAI

The country’s growing real estate economy could see an addition of $14-17 billion over the
next seven years, said a report titled ‘GenAl in Indian real estate: Scaling the next frontier of
innovation’ by consultancy firm EY-Parthenon and realtors’ apex body CREDAI.

30-00%

The increase expected in
sales velocity through
adoption of GenAl

$359-438 billion The amount
GenAl could contribute to the
GDP by 2030, translating into
an additional 5.9-7.2% impact
oneconomy

GenAl’s strategic value

inreal estate

® Real estate developers are
seeing the strategic value of
GenAlinunlocking operational
efficiency, customer insights and
competitive differentiation

® Apart from a likely improvement
in sales velocity, developers could
see around 30% faster product
launches, said the report

Sectorimpact, inaction arisk
® By incorporating GenAl in real

estate sector’s business
landscape, the impact on its gross
value added in the next seven
years is estimated to be 3-4%

® Generative Al helpsin
generating new ideas and
designs, among other things,
by extracting patterns from

existing datasets

® According to Chaitanya Seth,
Partner, Real Estate practice,
EY-Parthenon India, GenAl is
fast becoming central to value
creation and competitiveness,
making inaction a growing
strategic risk

The next phase of growth in Indian real estate will be driven not only
by scale, butincreasingly by intelligence, speed and the ability to

make better decisions across the projectlifecycle.”

SHEKHAR G PATEL, PRESIDENT, CREDAI

SOURCE: EY-PARTHENON-CREDAI REPORT/PTI

'60% professionals say Al key toHR ops’

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, June 21

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(AI) is becoming central to
human resource management,
with 60% of professionals sur-
veyed saying it is now a top
focus across HR functions,
while another 15% reported its
growing importance in areas
such as recruitment and on-
boarding, according to a sur-
vey-based report.

The ‘Al As The New HR Pri-

ority-Efficiency, Cost and
Workforce Impact’ report is
based on a survey among 1,811
HR professional across indus-
tries conducted between May 7-
31. Over 60% of professionals
believe Al is now a top priority
across HR functions, while
another 15% say it is becoming
a growing priority across re-
cruitment, onboarding, routine
HR operations, workforce staff-
ingand HR solutions firm Gen-
iusHRTech DigiPoll Survey, the
report revealed.

According to the report,
60% of respondents identified
improving efficiency and pro-
ductivity asthe primary reason
for Al adoption, followed by
20% who believe organisations
are leveraging Al to reduce
costs and optimise workforce
management.

It found that Al is already
transforming day-to-day HR
operations, with 42% of respon-
dents reporting significant im-
provements in the speed and
efficiency of HR processes. PTI

Why India’s largest power
trader can’t trade on the
exchange it helped create

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, June 21

INDIA’'S LARGEST power
trader, PTCIndia, findsitselfin
a Catch-22 situation.

The country’stop electricity
regulator on June 17 rejected a
plea by a power exchange — a
platform for generators, dis-
tribution companies, traders
and large consumerstobuyand
sell electricity — that soughtan
exemption for PTC India.

Hindustan Power Exchange
Ltd (HPX) asked for a three-
year transitional exemption for
the company to trade on the ex-
change while it gradually di-
lutes its stake to meet the regu-
latory threshold. Under the
Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC) (Power
Market) Regulations, 2021, a
trader-member cannot hold
more than 5% equity in the
power exchange on
which it trades. PTC
India currently owns
22.62% of HPX.

This comes as the
CERC plans to overhaul
India’s power market architec-
ture through market coupling.
Under this mechanism, power
prices across exchanges would
be discovered through a cen-
tralised mechanism operated
by Grid Controller of India, re-
placing the current system
where each exchange indepen-
dently determines prices based
on its own demand-supply dy-
namics.

Hurdles for PTC India

The regulatory framework
has left PTC in a difficult posi-
tion. The company cannot
trade on the HPX, which it
helped create, unless it first di-
lutes its stake. Yet, selling that
stake may prove difficult be-
cause HPX hasstruggled to gain
market share and attract suffi-
cient trading volumes. India

TataMotors

securesorders
forover 3,400
electricCVs

Mumbai: Commercial vehicle
major Tata Motors on Sunday
said it has secured orders for
over 3,400 electric commercial
vehicles (e-CV) across freight,
logistics and passenger mobil-
ity segments.

The orders comprising
around 2,000 small commercial
vehicles and pick-ups, 900
trucks, and SO0 buses, cut across
a diverse range of applications
from e-commerce, logistics,
FMCG and FMCD distribution,
and intra-city mobility to de-
manding sectors like cement,
steel, mining, and tarmac oper-
ations, alongside inter- and
intra-city passenger transport.

This wide-ranging deploy-
ment reflects growing customer
confidence in electric mobility
solutions in real-world condi-
tions and signals a decisive shift
from pilot programmes to
scaled, operational integration
of EVs across use cases, it said.

The firm said over the past12
months, it has strengthened its
electric commercial vehicle
portfolio, introducing a new
generation of e-CVs tailored to
varied duty cyclesand operating
conditions. PTI
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e MARKET STRUGGLE

® PTC cannot trade onthe HPX,
whichithelped create, unlessiit
firstdilutes its stake. PTC India
currently owns 22.62% of HPX

® Yet, selling that stake may
prove difficult because HPX

has struggled to gain market
share and attract sufficient
trading volumes
- ]

currently has three power ex-
changesregulated by the CERC.
The Indian Energy Exchange
(IEX) dominates the market
with over 80% share, while
Power Exchange India Ltd
(PXIL) and HPX account for the
remainder. Established in 1999,
PTCIndiaisthe country’s pion-
eering power trader and ac-
counted for nearly 31.8% of the
total bilateral electricity
volume  transacted
through licensed traders
in FY25, making the
regulatory impasse sig-
nificant for both the
company and HPX.

HPX’s struggle for
market share

In HPX’s submissions be-
fore the regulator, the exchange
said thatit has struggled togain
meaningful market share “due
to the dominant position of one
of the Power Exchanges”, in an
indirect reference to IEX.

It contended that allowing
PTC India to participate as a
trading member would bring
liquidity and trading volumes
to the platform, benefiting all
stakeholders.

Thisis exactly what the HPX
first projected as a business
plan when the process of its
formation began.

In that business plan, the
exchange presented three busi-
ness scenarios that were ana-

lysed for market size estima-
tion. In all three scenarios, it
was assumed that PTC would
be able to bring business to the
exchange platform. Even the
conservative scenario in the
business plan assumed that
HPX would start with only the
volume that PTC was trading
through other exchanges.
Other investors had invested a
large amount in HPX based on
this projection, the regulator
noted in its order.

However, since the com-
mencement of the exchangein
2022, PTC India has not re-
duced its stake and continued
to trade through the other two
power exchanges — IEX and
PXIL. In its order, CERC noted
that PTC India has not sub-
mitted documents showing ef-
forts to dilute its shareholding.
“Therefore, we find no meritin
such submissions of the Peti-
tioner, asthese are purely com-
mercial considerations,” the
regulator said.

PTCIndia seeks

removal of curbs
PTC India’s unease with this
regulatory restriction promi-
nently featured initslatest sub-
mission to the regulator on
draft CERC (Power Market)
(Second Amendment) Regula-
tions, 2026. It proposed norms
on market coupling — a pro-
cess that seeks to discover a
uniform electricity price across
exchanges. Initssubmission to
the regulator on June 5, PTC
India argued that the proposed
regulations mark a shift from
an “exchange-centric” struc-
ture towards a more “member-
centric” one. Here, market-
clearing prices would be
determined by the Market
Coupling Operator, based on
aggregated anonymous bidsre-
ceived across power exchanges.
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

AC demand weakens in
June despite heatwave

Viveat Susan Pinto
Mumbai, June 21

DEMAND FOR cooling ap-
pliances, particularly air condi-
tioners (ACs), has slowed
sharply in June compared with
May as the peak summer buy-
ing cycle eases and consumers
remain cautious amid higher
prices, industry executives told
FE. Persistent price increases
over recent months have also
pushed some entry-level buyers
towards lower-cost alternatives
such as air coolers and fans.

In contrast, fast-moving
consumer goods such asbever-
ages and ice cream have seen
strong growth in June as con-
sumers continue to seek relief
from high temperatures.

“Sales growth ratesfor ACsin
June have slowed to around 10-
15% versus 30-35% seenin May,”
NS Satish, Chief Executive,
Haier Appliances India, said.
“Input costs remain elevated
across several categories, includ-
ing ACs, requiring calibrated
pricing actions. Consumers are
increasingly focused on value,
particularly in larger ap-
pliances,” he said. Kamal Nandi,
Business Head and Executive
Vice-President, appliances busi-
ness, Godrej Enterprises Group,

said sentiment for AC purchases
has remained weak in June,
with April and May accounting
for the bulk of seasonal buying.

“Demand for ACs was at its
peak in April-May when tem-
peratures first spiked. This has
curtailed fresh purchases in
June despite the ongoing heat-
wave,” he said. Industry execu-
tives also pointed to intermit-
tent rainfall across several
regions that temporarily eased
temperatures, further moder-
ating demand for cooling ap-
pliances even during peak
summer conditions.

While AC sales have sof-
tened, categories such asice
cream and packaged beverages
have continued to post strong
growth.

Amul and Mother Dairy
have reported nearly 50%
growth inice cream volumesin
June, while beverage makers
are seeing robust demand for
carbonated drinks, juices and
hydration products. “The cur-
rent heatwave has created a fa-
vourable environment for
daily-consumption cat-
egories,” said Jayen Mehta, Ma-
naging Director of Gujarat Co-
operative Milk Marketing
Federation, which markets the
Amul brand. FE

e SOME EXPERTS POINT TO THE RELIANCE GROUP ASSOCIATION AND JIO’S LARGE CUSTOMER BASE AS IPO STRENGTHS, WHILE OTHERS FLAG POTENTIAL LONG-TERM GROWTH STAGNATION DUE TO ITS INDIA FOCUS

Jio IPO may command higher valuation than Airtel despite lagging in key metrics

Akash Mandal,
June 21, Mumbai

RELIANCEINDUSTRIES Ltd’s
(RIL) telecom and digital arm
Jio Platforms’ IPO is expected
to place the company among
the country’s most valuable
listed entities, with some ana-
lysts pegging its valuation be-
tween Rs 12-13 lakh crore. This
would put it ahead of rival
Bharti Airtel, which has a mar-
ket capitalisation of around Rs
11.6 lakh crore and ranks third
among the country’s most valu-
able listed firms.

The telecom major is valued
higher than Airtel despite lag-
ginginkey metricssuch asearn-
ings and average revenue per

user (ARPU). For FY26, Jio had
reported a consolidated profit
after tax (PAT) of Rs 30,053 crore
onarevenue of Rs1471akh crore,
compared to a profit of Rs 33,823
croreandaconsolidated revenue
of Rs 2.11 1akh crore reported by
Airtel. Airtel also ended the fi-
nancial yearwith an averagerev-
enue per user (ARPU) — the
highest in the industry — of Rs
2574 per month, while Jio
ranked second at Rs 214.

Why, then, is Jio expected to
command a higher valuation?

India subscriber base

Airtel reported a total cus-
tomerbase 0f 66.6 crore across15
countries as of March 31, includ-
ing 48.2 crore subscribers in

India. While Jio operates only in
the domestic market and trails
Airtel globally, it has a larger In-
dian subscriberbase 0f 524 crore,
accounting for nearly40% ofthe
country's mobile users. Since
Airtel still derives nearly 75% of
itsrevenues from its India oper-
ations, Jio’s higher Indian sub-
scriber base providesa competi-
tive edge for the company for
now. “Thekey metrictoseehere
is a product of both ARPU and
revenue.Sowhenitcomestothe
product of both these metrics, I
would say Jio is currently lead-
ing,” said Piyush Pandey, senior
VP and lead analyst for the tele-
comsector at Centrum Broking,.

“One of the reasons why the
JioIPO may pull investorsisthe

Jio’s higher valuation is also driven by its 5G infra edge. ReuTERs

association of the Reliance
Group, who have historically
left some money on the table for
investors to make during IPOs

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

of their group companies. Sec-
ondly, the large pull of the cus-
tomer base the company has
currently is another factor,” said

A Balasubramanian, MD and
CEO at Aditya Birla Sun Life
Asset Management Company.
However, some believe Jio’s
focuson the Indian market may
lead to growth potentially stag-
nating in the longer run. “(Jio’s
focus on Indian market) has
been positive tillnow, but maybe
7-8 years down the line, we
might see subscriber growth get-
ting very saturated, and growth
would be driven by ARPU. In
comparison, Bharti’s Africa op-
erations are growing much
faster, which gives them a good
opportunity,” an analyst track-
ing the sector at a domestic re-
search firmsaid. As per the data
from Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India, mobile net-

New Delhi

work penetration in India was
at 90.28% as of April 2026, with
the industry-wide subscriber
base growingjust 0.5% y-o0-y.

The 5G infra edge

Jio’s high valuation also
comes from the edge it holds in
its5Ginfrastructure. Whenboth
firms began transitioning from
4Gto5Gin2022, Airtel chosethe
non-standalone (NSA) route,
upgrading its existing network
of 4G towers with 5G antennas,
leadingto afaster SGrollout but
limited speeds and restricted
use cases. Meanwhile, Jio opted
for the standalone (SA) route,
which required more capital
and longer time frametoimple-
ment. In fact, itspentaround Rs

2 lakh crore to deploy the tech-
nology. However, this newer in-
frastructure allowed Jio to offer
higher internet speeds, as well
asserve the enterprise segment.
‘Jio’sintegrated technology
stack is a structural advantage
that enables lower cost, faster
rollout, and superior monetiza-
tion vs peersreliant on external
vendors. Its cloud-native 5G
standalone (SA) network, pro-
prietary UBR & nLOS techno-
logies, and Al-led JioBrain plat-
form improve broadband
economics and network effi-
ciency at scale for 524 million
users,” Elara Capital said inare-
portbefore Jio’sIPO announce-
ment. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Shubhajit Roy: You are among the first
generation of diplomats from post-
Soviet Russia tojoin the Foreign
Service. Could you give us abroad
overview of how India-Russia
relations have evolved over the course
of your four postings and where they
stand today?

India and Russiahave been close friends
since before India’sindependence, with the
Soviet Union supporting India’s decolonisa-
tion efforts. Our relationshipis builton a re-
markably stable foundation. While we may
differ on minor issues, we have never dis-
agreed on matters of major internationalim-
portance or onissues affecting our respective
national interests.

Today, one of the key priorities in our bi-
lateral dialogue is addressing the trade im-
balance by increasing Indian exportsto Rus-
sia in order to ensure stable, balanced and
mutually beneficial economic ties. India is
anindispensable strategic partner for Russia,
justas Russia remains an indispensable stra-
tegic partner for India.

Shubhajit Roy: How has India’s
position on the war in Ukraine evolved
over thelastfouryears?

India’s position has remained consistent
because it deeply understands the underly-
ing context. For decades, Russia soughttoes-
tablish a common security framework with
the United States, Europe and NATO
through dialogue, but those efforts ulti-
mately failed. Following the dissolution of
the Soviet Union, NATO disregarded Rus-
sia’s security concerns and continued to ex-
pand eastwards. Like any self-respecting na-
tion, we cannot accept infringements upon
our core security interests or allow an openly
hostile neighbour tobecome established on
ourborders. Alasting settlement will require
both sides to accommodate each other’s se-
curity interests. Otherwise, the conflict is
likely to continue.

Shubhajit Roy: Last year, President
Trump claimed he could end the war,
yet there hasbeen noresolution. What
is the principal stumbling block?

Unlike his predecessor, Joe Biden, Presi-
dent Trump hasdemonstrated agenuinein-
terestinresolving the conflict. However, the
uncompromising position adopted by many
European countries on Ukraine remains a
significant obstacle.

We are now in an indirect confrontation
with the NATO alliance, which was created
to counter the Soviet Union and has histori-
cally maintained an adversarial position to-
wards Russia. We cannot allow Ukraine to
become aNATO member and serveasaper-
manent source of security threats on our
borders. Furthermore, the Nazi nature of
Ukraineleadership, issuessuch asthe ban of
the Russian language, restrictions on the
Russian Orthodox Church and the overall
discrimination against Russian-speaking
communities in Ukraine remain matters of
serious concern for us. Until these funda-
mental issues are addressed, the conflict is
unlikely to come to an end.

Shubhajit Roy: Indiahasadeep
defencerelationship with Russia.
How has the war in Ukraine affected
defence exports toIndia?

Idonotbelieveithashad aseriousimpact
onour defence cooperation. For manyyears,
we have moved beyond a simple supplier—-
buyer relationship towards a model based
on co-production and co-development.
Only a few days ago, I spoke at a seminar
marking the 25th anniversary of the
BrahMosjoint venture. Two-and-a-halfdec-
ades later, India has institutionalised the
principle of self-reliance in defence through
the Make in India initiative. We are proud to
havebeen pioneersin what has now become
a central pillar of India’s defence policy.
BrahMos missiles, Su-30MKI aircraft, T-90
tanks and Kalashnikov rifles are all examples
of this approach. We are keen to expand co-
operation through new projects. Deliveries
of the S-400 system are proceeding accord-
ingtothe mutually agreed schedule. Four of
the five regiments have already been de-
livered, and we expect to complete the
contract by the end of the year.

Shubhajit Roy: There is some concern
that, because of Russia’s growing
proximity to China, India’s
relationship with Russia could be
tested in the event of a conflict
between India and China. Are these
concernsjustified?

Wewill never allow our relationship with
China to affect our ties with India, and vice
versa. Russia maintains independent and
self-sustaining relationships with both
China and India, as well as with many other
countries. India remains one of the highest
priorities in our foreign policy and economic
engagement. While our relations with China
have expanded significantly, we would like
our cooperation with India to be equally
broad and intensive, and we have been en-
tirely consistent on that point.

India is a pragmatic and business-
oriented country, although it has, at times,
approached certain areas of cooperation
with caution. Nevertheless, we have con-
tinued to make progress, which reflects In-
dia’sdesire todiversify itseconomic partner-
ships. We see growing willingness to expand
cooperation across a wide range of sectors,
including industry, agriculture, energy, nu-
clear power, defence, space, culture, hu-
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WHY DENIS ALIPOV

Denis Alipov has been the Russian ambassador to India for more than four years, coming here in February 2022, just before the war in Ukraine began. He has lived
in India for a few years as a child, went to Jawaharlal Nehru University to study for a year, and has done three diplomatic postings here. This is his fourth posting.
Alipov is considered one of the top India experts within the Russian government. He had also worked with Russian Foreign minister Sergei Lavrov in his office.
He is best placed to make sense of Russia-India ties at a time of political turbulence and the recent developments in geopolitics from that vantage point

ON INDIA’S RUSSIAN
OILIMPORTS

‘Russian oil has been
advantageous for India
over the past several
years. We continue to
offer competitive prices. If
India chooses to reduce
imports from Russia, we
will simply redirect those
supplies to other markets’
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ON INDIANSIN
RUSSIAN MILITARY

At present, there are no
Indian citizens servingin
the Russian armed, forces.
We stopped accepting
Indianvolunteers
approximately two

vears ago following a
request from the

Indian government’

“‘We will never allow China to affect
our ties with India, which remain a
high priority in our foreign policy’

Denis Alipov, the Russian Ambassador to India, on the solid foundation of the India-Russia relationship,
the impact of Western sanctions on defence exports and its continued conflict with Ukraine. He was in
conversation with Shubhajit Roy, Diplomatic Editor, The Indian Express
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Russian Ambassador Denis Alipov (right) with Shubhaijit Roy, Diplomatic Editor, The Indian Express RENUKAPURI

manitarian exchanges and labour mobility:.

Ritu Sarin: Could you provide an
update on two aspects of India-Russia
traderelations? First, the contract for
120 Vande Bharat trains that Russia is
expected to supply, and second, the
delay in Gazprombank commencing
operations in India.

We have been awaiting the issuance of a
licence for Gazprombank by the Reserve
BankofIndia. The delay is not on the Russian
side. More broadly, we are keen to expand
our financial relationship, including by in-
creasing the presence of Russian banks in
India and encouraging more Indian banks
tooperatein Russia. As forthe Vande Bharat
project, we won the contract and the work is
proceeding according to schedule. The first
prototypeisexpected by theend of this year.

Anil Sasi: Has the conflict in West Asia
exposed the limitations of American
security guarantees? And does that,in
any way, overlap with Russia’s
concerns about NATO expansion?
NATOis,inourview, an outdated organ-
isation that should be dismantled. Our as-
sessment is that the United States has failed
as a security provider for the Gulf countries
and made a serious mistake by attacking
Iran. We also observe abroader shift in global
attitudes towards the United States. Its posi-
tion as the sole dominant global power is
weakening. President Trump’s currentem-
phasis on domestic priorities suggests a re-
duced interest in maintaining claimsto glo-
bal dominance which, inour view, would be
beneficial for the international system.

Shubhajit Roy: Many would argue that
Iran has been one of Russia’s key
partners, particularly given its supply
of Shahed drones. Russiais, therefore,
also asignificantactor in theregion.Is
the current situation a test case of

whether Russia can push back against
Americaninfluence as asecurity
guarantor in the Middle East?

We have no intention of imposing our-
selves on the Middle East or replacing any
other external power in the region. Howevet,
we do havelegitimate interests there and we
are determined to defend them.

Russia has long been a member of the
Quartet on the Middle East peace process,
which has regrettably been sidelined in re-
centyears, particularly following the empha-
sisplaced on the Abraham Accords. We con-
tinuetobelieve that the Palestinianissue can
only be resolved on the basis of a two-state
solution. The region to Russia’s south is of
considerable strategic importance to us. I
would not say that we have been as actively
involved in efforts to end the conflict invol-
ving Iran as countries such as Pakistan, Qatar
and several other Gulf states. Nevertheless,

~ Uy

we have made proposals to both Washington
and Tehran and offered assistance, includ-
ing with regard to the storage of enriched
uranium. Those proposals were not ac-
cepted. President Putin has discussed the
possibility of Russian involvement in resolv-
ingthe crisis with both President Trump and
theIranianleadership. Russiaremainsready
to assist whenever our help is required.

Anil Sasi: How do you explain
UKraine’s ability toreclaim
territory and conduct strikes deep
inside Russia?

Ukraine hasintensified itsdrone attacks,
and we have responded in kind. On the
battlefield, Russiais advancing gradually but
steadily across all sectors of the front line.
The basic reality is that the defeat of Russia,
on which Ukraine and some European gov-
ernments continue to place their hopes, is

ON UKRAINE'’S
STRIKES IN RUSSIA

‘We have responded in
kind. On the battlefield,
Russia is advancing
gradually but steadily
across all sectors of the
front line. The defeat of

A Russia, on which Ukraine
and Europe continue to
placetheir hopes, is
objectively impossible’

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

objectively impossible.

Europe’s attempt to wear Russia down
economically has also failed. We possess a
significantly higher threshold of endurance.
Europe is not prepared to put everything at
stake, whereas Russiais. It should alsonot be
forgotten that Russia is a nuclear power. We
retain theright touse nuclearweaponsifthe
existence or territorial integrity of the Rus-
sian state is threatened.

P Vaidyanathan Iyer: European
economic pressure has pushed Russia
closer to China. How do you view this
growingreliance?

Our trade with China was expanding well
before 2022. Atthe same time, we remain de-
termined to deepen our economic relation-
shipwithIndia, although the response from
the Indian side hasbeen more cautious. The
assumption that Russia’s relationship with
China should automatically be viewed as a
sensitive issue for India is fundamentally
mistaken. A broader and more diversified
economic partnership between Russia and
India would help alleviate such concerns.

P Vaidyanathan Iyer: Doyousee
significantreluctance onIndia’s part
when it comes to expanding trade
with Russia?

Not on the part of the government. The
business and financial communities have
naturally been more sensitive to the impact
of sanctions, and we understand that. India’s
economy is deeply integrated into global
trade and financial networks. India would
not wish to sacrifice its relations with the
United States and Europe for the sake of its
relationship with Russia. My point is that
Western sanctions interfere in what should
be a bilateral relationship between Russia
andIndia. These are mattersthatdonotcon-
cern third parties. We see this as a manifes-
tation of a neo-colonial mindset — the no-
tion that others know better than India what

New Delhi

India’sinterests should be. Such pressure tac-
tics areillegitimate and should be rejected.

Flora Swain: There have been reports
ofIndian nationals and North Korean
soldiers participatingin the war in
UKraine on Russia’s side. What
safeguards are in place to prevent
foreign nationals frombeing
recruited into the Russian military?

Russia has faced demographic chal-
lenges for more than three decades. That is
along-termissue and isunrelated to the con-
flict in Ukraine. At present, there are no In-
dian citizens serving in the Russian armed
forces. We stopped accepting Indian volun-
teersapproximately twoyears ago following
arequest from the Indian government.

In fact, Russia has never operated a pro-
gramme specifically designed to recruit for-
eign nationals. Those foreign citizens who
serve in the Russian military do so on a vol-
untary basis.

Sukalp Sharma: Given the uncertainty
surrounding sanctions and India’s
purchases of Russian oil, do you
expect currentimportlevels tobe
maintained once the latest US
sanctions waiver expires? And how do
you assess India’s continued
purchases of Russian crude following
sanctions imposed on companies
such as Rosneft and Lukoil?

I cannot predict the precise volumes of
Russian oil that India will purchasein the fu-
ture, either with sanctions in place or without
them. What is clear is that Russian oil has
been economically advantageous for India
over the past several years, particularly after
Europe increased its purchases of Middle
Eastern crude, which had previously been
one of India’s principal sources of supply. We
continue to offer oil at competitive prices,
and India will always be welcome to pur-
chase it. If India chooses to reduce imports
from Russia, we will simply redirect those
supplies to other markets. We are comfort-
able with either outcome. Nevertheless, Rus-
sian oil remains among the most competi-
tively priced options available. As of May this
year, Russia accounted for approximately 38
per cent of India’s total crude oil imports.

Shubhajit Roy: Before that, Russia
accounted forless than one per cent of
India’simports.

Sanctions should be understood for what
they are: a political instrument of pressure.
They should be rejected.

Thereisanother, less obvious butequally
important point. Even if a political settle-
mentin Ukraineis eventually reached, sanc-
tions may remain in place for a considerable
period. Waiting for them to disappear would
only damage Russia-India cooperation over
the long term. Neither Russia nor India
wants that outcome. Russia remains, and
will continue to remain, one of India’s prin-
cipal partners. Nuclear energy, defence and
space cooperation are amongthe key pillars
of our relationship.

Rosatom is the world’s leading nuclear
energy company. We have worked success-
fully with India for many years, even without
legislation such as the SHANTI Act, while
fully accommodating India’s positions on
safety, liability and regulatory conditions.

We are also engaged in extensive dis-
cussions on artificial intelligence and large
language models. Russia and India cannot
rely exclusively on technologies developed
ineitherthe United States or China, and both
countriesare investing heavily in developing
their own capabilities.

Sukalp Sharma: G7 sanctions and the
oil price cap have led to what the West
calls Russia’s ‘shadow fleet’. Critics
have concerns over their age, safety
standards, the disabling of AIS
transponders and ship-to-ship
transfers. How do yourespond?

These are artificial pretexts. The term
‘shadow fleet’ is used because many of these
vessels are not insured through Western pro-
viders such as Lloyd’s. They are insured by
Russian, Indian and other non-Western in-
surers and should, therefore, be regarded as
partof anormal commercial fleet. Thisisyet
another example of double standards being
applied in order to single out political oppo-
nents. The actions recently taken by Britain
and France are unacceptable. Russia has
begun escorting certain vessels and tankers
with naval ships in order to prevent such
incidents. The vessel detained recently inthe
English Channel was not sailing under the
Russian flag. It may have been carrying Rus-
sian oil, although I cannot say whether the
cargo was destined for India. In our view,
such actionsamounttoaform of piracy that
Britain appears to have revived.

Ravi Dutta Mishra: What is the current
status of rupee-rouble trade and
Sberbank’s operationsin India?

We already have a functioning mechan-
ism for conducting transactions in national
currencies — roubles and rupees — and
Sberbank is making full use of it. Indian
banks should also take greater advantage of
these opportunities and of the bilateral
mechanisms that have been established to
expand trade in national currencies.

Sberbank has maintained an active pres-
enceinIndiaand continuestoexpanditsac-
tivities. It is also involved in projects related
toartificial intelligence, the digital economy,
digital solutions and education.
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Brainimprovesinto your 90s

THREE-YEAR study of
Anearly 4,000 adults,

ranging fromage 19to
94, found that brain health can
improve at any age, challeng-
ing the common belief that
mental sharpness must decline
as we getolder. Participants spent just afew minutesa
day on brain-training activities, and researchers at the
University of Texas at Dallas found measurable gains
across multiple aspects of brain health, including
thinking clarity, emotional well-being and a sense of
purpose. Positive changes were observed even
among participantsin their 80s, showing that efforts
toimprove brain health are just as effective later in life.

Kidney’s secret backup system

CIENTISTS AT Mayo
S Clinic have uncovered a

surprising new way the
kidneys conserve water, re-
vealing a hidden backup sys-
tem that works independently
of the hormone, long believed
to control the process. The discovery emerged when
researchers testing an old drug called probenecid ex-
pected it to worsen polycystic kidney disease (PKD)
but found it actually slowed cyst growth instead. Pro-
benecid alters how kidney cells handle urate, a mol-
ecule that sets off a series of cellular events that move
water channels to the cell surface, allowing the kid-
neys to reabsorb water and concentrate urine.

WEEKLY CAPSULE

taining common preservatives
may be linked to a higher risk of
high blood pressure and heart
disease. Researchers tracked
participants for up to eight years and discovered that
people consuming the highest amounts of certain pre-
servatives had significantly greater risks of hyperten-
sion, heart attack, stroke and other heart problems. The
strongest associations were seen in people who con-
sumed the largest amounts of preservatives, suggest-
ing that greater exposure may carry greater health
risks. The research was done by INSERM.

Preservatives up BPrisk

STUDY of more than
1,12,000 people found

that eating foods con-

Sugar-free dietmay backfire

EW RESEARCH by the
N Dasman Diabetes Insti-

tutein Kuwait suggests
that completely eliminating
sugar may backfire. Miceona
sucrose-free, low-fat diet
showed worse blood sugar
control, increased inflammation, disrupted gut bacte-
riaand signs of fatty liver compared with mice that con-
sumed some sucrose. The results highlight the impor-
tance of a balanced diet and a healthy gut microbiome
rather than focusing solely on limiting sugar. This may
influence future diet recommendations by emphasis-
ing the importance of maintaining a healthy gut micro-
biome rather than focusing only on sugar restriction.

RUTGERS study sug-
gests GLP-1drugs such
as Ozempic and Wegovy
may weaken the link between
impulsive tendencies and viol-
ent behaviour. The surprising
finding hints that these medi-
cations could affect how people act onimpulses,
though researchers stress that cause and effect have
not been proven. According to the researchers, the re-
lationship between impulsivity and violent behaviour
was about 62 per cent weaker among current users
than among former users. The connection between al-
cohol use and violent behaviour was about 52 per cent
weaker among current users.

GLP-1reduces violentbehaviour
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Canyoga complement
medicine? The
evidenceis growing

Studies are showing results, from
heart attack recovery to prevention

VERY YEAR on International Yoga Day, millions roll
out their mats, celebrating a practice that hasbeen
partof India’s civilisational heritage for millennia. Yet
the most important development of yoga for usin aca-
demiais happening beyond parks or stadiums. It is happening
inresearch laboratories, clinical trials and medical journals.

Yogaissteadily moving from a belief system to an evidence-
based health intervention. The numbers tell acompelling
story. Nearly 90 per cent of all scientific publications on yoga
inmedical literature have appeared in the last two decades. In
fact, thishasaccelerated further in the last decade, with the
number of yoga-related clinical trials reported in PubMed (the
leading biomedical search engine) more than doublingin the
most recent decade compared with the preceding 10 years.

This transition is particularly important in my field of car-
diovascular medicine, where claims are scrutinised
rigorously and only interventions supported by evidence find
aplaceinclinical practice. Today, that evidence is beginning
to emerge and become mainstream. One of the landmark
studies in this field was the Indian Council of Medical
Research-funded trial by our Yoga-CaRe group of authors,
published in the Journal of the American College of Cardiol-
0gyin 2020. Conducted across 24 centres in India and among
nearly 4,000 patients recovering from heart attacks, it
remainsthelargest randomised clinical trial ever undertaken
onyoga-based cardiac rehabilitation. It found that patients
who participated in a structured yoga-based rehabilitation
programme reported significantly better health status and
earlier return to normal daily activities, following a heart at-
tack. In fact, among practitioners who attended 75% or more
of yoga sessions, there were 40% fewer adverse cardiovascu-
lar outcomes. The Yoga-CaRe trial was important not merely
forits findings but also for demonstrating that yoga can be
evaluated using the same rigorous standards applied to medi-
cines and medical devices.

More recently, CaReMATCH, an analysis of several cardiac
rehabilitation trials, showed that yoga was as beneficial as
conventional cardiac rehabilitation in improving quality of
life and preventing recurrent hospitalisations by 30%. This
hasimportantimplications for India, since the availability
and acceptability of standard cardiac rehabilitation with
multiple instruments and gadgets is limited and expensive,
while yogais culturally
acceptable and readily available

Al.together 49 and affordable.

trials foundthat Avyoga-based rehabilitation
yoga produced mpdel can extend the reach of car-
reductions 0f5 dlovascqlar care far beyonc} t.ertl—

. . ary hospitals into smaller cities
mmHg Insys t.OllC and rural communities. Research
and3 mmHg in suggests that yoga works by im-
diastolic BP proving autonomic balance (equi-

librium between the sympathetic

fight-or-flight and the parasym-
pathetic rest-and-digest systems) enhancing heart-rate varia-
bility (the natural fluctuation in the exact time intervals be-
tween consecutive heartbeats and an indicator of how well
your body adapts to stress and recovers from exertion) reduc-
ing stress-related hormonal activation, and improving psy-
chological well-being. These mechanisms are key to cardio-
vascular health.

Evidence for yoga isemerging not only in cardiac rehabili-
tation but also in preventive cardiovascular health. A growing
body of research suggests that regular yoga practice canim-
prove blood pressure, body weight, lipid levels and,
importantly, quality of life. A pooled analysis of 49 trials
found that yoga produced average reductions of SmmHgin
systolicand 3 mmHg in diastolic blood pressure. Such reduc-
tions can lead to 25% and 20% lowering in the risk of brain and
heart attack, respectively. The public health implications of
this can be profound. Even modest improvements in these
risk factors can translate into large reductions in cardiovascu-
lar disease and other non-communicable conditions, includ-
ing disorders affecting brain health, kidney disease and bone
health, when adopted across large populations.

Beyond disease prevention, yoga promotes positive health
and has been shown toimprove physical fitness, mental well-
being, emotional resilience, sleep quality and healthy
ageing—outcomes that are increasingly recognised as impor-
tant components of overall health.

The next step is to expand access to yoga while systemati-
cally measuringits impact on health outcomes. Doing so will
help generate the evidence needed to guide policy and maxi-
mise yoga’s contribution to public health. Positive results
should lead toits systematic implementation through the ex-
tensive network of Ayushman Aarogya Mandirs as a proactive
health policy. The real story of yoga in the 21st century s,
therefore, not one of ancient wisdom competing with modern
science. Itis one of ancient wisdom being examined, tested
and, wherejustified, validated by modern science. India has
long exported yoga as culture. The moment has come to ex-
portitasevidence-based therapy.

Over 2,000 cough syrup brands:
Canregulators ensure they’re sate?

Cough syrups are among
the most consumed
medicines but recurring
contamination incidents
have exposed flaws

in quality checks

Anonna Dutt

OUGH SYRUPS are among the
most widely manufactured and
consumed medicines in India,
making robust regulation of the
market essential. In May alone,
sales touched at least 8.47 lakh units worth
Rs 6,670 crore, according to pharma retail
tracker Pharmarack. Yet the sector has re-
peatedly come under scrutiny after con-
taminated cough syrups were linked to the
deathsof childreninIndiaand abroad. The
Health Ministry has since tightened rules,
restricting sales to licenced chemists and
making doctors’ prescription mandatory.

With more than 2,000 manufacturers
producing cough syrups across the country,
experts say sustained regulatory vigil, rig-
orous quality testing and stricter enforce-
ment are critical to safeguarding public
health. “Cough syrup manufacturers are
like halwais — they are everywhere. Thisis
thereasonitisverydifficult to maintain the
quality of the products. While bigger com-
panies may implement good manufactur-
ing practices, ensure sterile water and en-
vironment, it is not true for most
manufacturers,” says an industry expert,
who did not wish to be named.

This is a cause for concern, considering
the apex drug regulator did not have on its
record the Tamil Nadu-based firm whose
cough syrup was implicated in the deaths
of at least 22 children in Madhya Pradesh
(MP) last year. After the incident, the drug
regulator admitted that the company was
not on its records and that the state had
never shared information about them with
the Central Drugs Standard Control Organ-
isation (CDSCO).

Massive inspection drive but
doesityield results?

Following theincident, the apex regula-
tor reached out to all states to gather data
on all cough syrup manufacturers across
the country and then carry out arisk-based
inspection — vetting of the premises of a
manufacturing unit that has been re-
peatedly flagged for substandard drugs.

The CDSCO, along with state regulators,
has inspected the premises of 960 com-
panies since last year, based on which 860

actions were taken, including issuance of
showcause notices, stop production ordet,
suspension, cancellation of licences /prod-
uct licences and warning letters. Around
1,100 manufacturers have been subjected
to intense audit since.

“While the states were asked to share de-
tails of all cough syrup manufacturers after
the incident in MP, the challenge is that
some may still not do so,” says an official in
the know of the matter. Another expert on
drugregulation adds: “If the company is not
onrecord itself, how can risk-based inspec-
tion be carried out? For risk-based inspec-
tion, data of previous regulatory action and
instances of samples failing are used to de-
termine which companies or manufactur-
ing units need to be inspected.”

Where are manufacturing
clusterslocated?

Manufacturing units of the companies
making the most common cough products
— by sale and by volume — are largely clus-
tered in states such as Maharashtra, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Sikkim, Gujarat, Madhya Pra-
desh and Goa.

Some of the topmost common brands of
cough syrups sold in India are Cipla’s Corex,
Glenmark’s Ascoril, Centaur’s Sinarest,
Dr Reddy’s Zedex and Johnson and
Johnson’s Benadryl among others.

There’s need for a
consolidated
database across
states and the
Centre for
regulatory
information
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What are the major
regulatory challenges?

While the current move by the Centre is
likely to have limited impact, experts say
thatensuring availability of quality raw ma-
terials — even to the smaller companies —
is likely to reduce instances of contamina-
tion. “The 2,000 manufacturers of cough
syrup are not the problem, the fragmented
regulatory ecosystem in India is. India
today has effectively 37 regulators, one per
state/UT and the national regulator — the
CDSCO. There is no consolidated database
containing accurate information from all
these 37 regulators, despite India being a
single market for all practical purposes with
drugs being able to cross state borders as
easily asany other commodity,” says public
health activist Dinesh Thakur.

So,adrug manufactured in West Bengal
canbesold in Karnatakabut the Karnataka
drug controller cannot inspect the plant in
West Bengal or cancel its manufacturing
licence if it sells substandard drugs in Kar-
nataka. “At most the Karnataka drug con-
troller can launch a criminal prosecution
and that can take a lot of time in Indian
courts. Evenifthereisenough evidence, the
courtstend tobe verylenient. Itis this frag-
mented regulatory framework that is the
problem. Despite petitions, the coreissueis
stillunaddressed, ” adds Thakur.

Why do contaminants enterthe

pharma supply chain?

Pharmaceutical companies have not
been testing their ingredients, especially
propylene glycol, the solvent they use to
manufacture cough syrups. Besides, these
drugs are difficult to manufacture because
of sterility requirements. “This is a brazen
violation of the GMP (good manufacturing
practices) code. Given the lax nature of
regulation in India, most of these com-
panies know they can escape punitive con-
sequences,” says Thakur.

An industry expert concurs: “Smaller
companies have to buy propylene glycol
from the open market. Unlike bigger com-
panies, they cannot afford to buy full, sealed
barrels from suppliers. This also creates an
opportunity for the unscrupulous people to
mix cheap industrial grade propylene glycol
as pharmaceutical grade.”

Thakur argues for a consolidated data-
base of licensing, inspection, marketing in-
formation across states and the Centre to
ensure asingle source of truth of all regula-
tory information. “This is not just meant for
regulatory purposes but also procurement
purposes by both the public and private sec-
tor,” he adds.

He believes the industry’s argument
that propylene glycol has to be regulated
doesn’t quite hold. “No other country regu-
lates raw materials. It is the responsibility
of the pharma company, as it is written in
the law, to test their raw materials before
usingthem. Atthe end of the day, it all boils
down to compliance with the GMP code —
if followed properly, all these issues will be
caught before the productis shipped tothe
market. The Indian pharmaceutical indus-
try does not care because manufacturers
know they will escape any strict action from
the state as evidenced by the outcome of so
many tragedies in the recent past. Can you
point oneinstance where a particular com-
pany or its management has been puni-
tively held to account?,” asks Thakur.

The cough syrup tragedies are only the
tip of the iceberg; they are evidence of how
a regulatory oversight can jeopardise the
manufacturer’s credibility. “Cancer medi-
cation manufactured by Indian companies
has been found to be contaminated in Co-
lombia and Yemen. There are a huge
number of complaints coming in from
Nepal, Sri Lanka and many African coun-
tries. Poorly manufactured eye drops have
made their way to the US. Then there are
doctors who have discovered that their pa-
tients often do not react as expected to In-
dian manufactured drugs. The Indian in-
dustry’s reputation is taking a beating
across the globe — at some point when
more trustworthy competitors emerge, it
will be the end of the Indian pharmaceuti-
cal dream,” says Thakur.

(With Rinku Ghosh)

e DECODING A STUDY

II'T Bombay finds anew way to lower LDL cholesterol

Researchers stop bad fat from reaching the site
inside liver cells that releases it into the blood

Purnima Sah

FOR DECADES, scientists have tried to
lower harmful fats in the blood by targeting
enzymes, genes or receptors involved in fat
metabolism. Researchers at IIT Bombay
have now taken a strikingly different ap-
proach: preventing bad fat from reaching
the site inside liver cells that releases it into
the bloodstream.

Working with scientists at IISER (Indian
Institute of Science Education and Re-
search) Pune and IISER Kolkata, the team
has developed a tiny peptide (a short chain
of amino acids or the building blocks of life)
called KTDP that interrupts the movement
of fat inside liver cells. In laboratory-grown
liver cells and zebrafish, thisreduced there-
lease of cholesterol and triglyceridesinto the
bloodstream by nearly SO per cent.

The findings, published recently in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences (PNAS), are still at an early stage.
The peptide hasnot been tested in humans.

| But researchers say the work opens an en-

tirely new strategy for reducing the biggest
risk factor of heart attacks, namely bad fats
— LDL (low-density lipoprotein) and triglyc-
erides — in the blood.

Why does this finding matter?

While medicines such as statins have
transformed the treatment of high choles-
terol, options for lowering triglycerides re-
main relatively limited. The IIT Bombay
study proposes a fresh way of reducing the
liver’s export of fats into the bloodstream
rather than interfering with how fats are pro-
duced or broken down.

Theliveristhe body’s central hub for fat
metabolism. Inside liver cells are tiny stor-
age compartments called lipid droplets that
temporarily hold fats such as cholesterol
and triglycerides. When required, these
droplets are transported to specificlocations
within the cell, where they are repackaged
into very low-density lipoproteins (VLDL)
and released into the bloodstream.

Professor Roop Mallik of IIT Bombay ex-
plains it simply. “There are little balls of fat

Blocking fat export
did not lead to
dangerous fat
build-upinside the
liver. Fatty acids
were instead
redirected to the
mitochondria

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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inside our liver cells. These need to be car-
ried tospecificlocationsinside theliver cell.
From there, the fat is repackaged into lipo-
protein particles and sent out into your
blood,” he says. “If we can tone down the ex-
port of fat from the liver into blood using a
small peptide, we could have a new way of
treating high serum lipids.” The researchers’
solution was KTDP, a tiny peptide derived
from a naturally occurring protein.

Whatis KTDP?
Researchers identified a motor protein

New Delhi

called kinesin-1, which isa delivery truck op-
erating inside a cell. “These motor proteins
catch hold of these fat particles and take
themtoa certainlocation. We found asmall
piece of this protein called a peptide. When
we delivered this to cells or zebrafish, these
didn’t get carried to the right location,” Prof
Mallik says. Without reaching that destina-
tion, the fat cannot be packaged into VLDL
particles and exported into the bloodstream.

How is this different from statins?

Current cholesterol-lowering medicines,
including statins, work by reducing choles-
terol synthesis or increasing its clearance
from the blood but have nothingtohaltitin
its tracks. Because the peptide selectively
blocks the transport of lipid droplets without
shuttingdown protein functions overall, re-
searchers believe it could avoid some of the
side-effects associated with disrupting a
motor protein.

Excessfat circulatingin the blood can ac-
cumulate in several organs. “That is a dis-
aster because that fatisgoingtoaccumulate
in your heart and other tissues,” says Prof
Mallik. Interestingly, blocking fat export did
notlead todangerous fat build-up inside the
liver. Fatty acids were instead redirected to
the mitochondria — the cell’s energy-pro-
ducing structures.
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*CROSSWORD

6021

ACROSS

1He’lldo! (3,2,6)

9 Perfectly good chaps but still
on probation (7)

10 One big bird or two below
par (5)

11 Sell damaged lengths of
cloth (4)

12 Ragman upset by bill for
brandy (8)

14 Spread out (6)

16 Be back in time for a serious
discussion (6)

18 Patient having had to give
up work (8)

19 But they could be even for
the better (4)

22 Yet such a marriage won’t
end in the divorce court (5)
23 Free delivery (7)

24 A warning of some blow to
come (5,6)

DOWN

21t’s hard hit when
ironworkers strike (5)

3 Unrepeatable start of fairy
story (4)

4 Maintain alock up (6)

50One who hasn’t made a score
inyears (8)

6 Ron goes to Gaza in order to
get material (7)

7 Irate, took food to excess (11)
8 Treat speech broadcast as a
sign of bias in class (8,3)

13 Unusual for one (8)

15 He quibbles about suits after
the bill goes up (7)

17 He has the skills to make a
suit (6)

20 American lawyer without
force or emotion (5)

21 Give asignal and slow down

4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6020 ACROSS: 1Pastiit, 4 Act a part, 9 Ousted, 10
Emphatic, 12 Each, 13 Manor, 14 Free, 17 Dark thoughts, 20 Call to the bar, 23
Ural, 24 Stand, 25 Long, 28 Overseer, 29 Carmen, 30 Fortress, 31 Adults
DOWN: 1Proceeds, 2 Sash cord, 3 Item, 5 Common ground, 6 Ache, 7 Astern,
8 Ticket, 11 Man of letters, 15 Steak, 16 ltchy, 18 Abnormal, 19 Brigands, 21 Put

off, 22 Career, 26 User, 27 Raid

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Any philosophy that can be
Harris (3,2,1,8)

NAEIS

LOTTA

belongs there. - Sydney J.

EFLNNU

m-H.

LMYHPU

e OVERTHE HEDGE

XL i WILL NOT

THIS AT CHRISTMAS
STANDZ

e CALVIN& HOBBES

Lok ! A DECODER
RING !

e MARVIN

WOW! WE CAN SEND
EACH OTHER SECRET

I'VE ALWAYS
PUT MY
GRANDFA
ON A

PEDESTAL r_-

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 5s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appear in
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
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FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD. AUCTION NOTICE

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s=Very Hard;

6s =Genius

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS

GASF! THREE HEADS ARE
SANTA, IS BETTER THAN ONE!
HOLOGRAPHIC
AT SLOFPY

/

BY TOM ARMSTRONG

+UNTIL TODAY WHEN
HE TOLD ME
HIS FAVORITE
MEAL IS LIVER
AND ONIONS!
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This is to inform the public at large that FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD. has decided to conduct Auction of Gold ornaments belonging to accounts (mentioned below) which are
NPA (Non-performing Asset) or margin breach account/s or any account/s falling into the loan recall clause as specified in the terms & condition of the Loan. The Auction would be

held as per the schedule provided below:

BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK NOTE MUDRAN PVT. LTD. (BRBNMPL)

[Whally owned subsidiary of Beserve Bank of India)

Loan A/c Number Base Branch District 1 Contact District Auction Bids ara invited under Two-Part bidding system for the following e-Tender through
Date METC Posal: -
FEDGL03720007111, FEDGL03720007112 Faridabad Sec 3 - 9870538374 Faridabad Sec 3 - 8743841101 25/07/2026 1, DESIGM, ENGIMNEERING, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING, COMMISSIOMNING
FEDGL03720007151 Faridabad Sec 3 - 8810448618 Faridabad Sec 3 - 8743841101 25/07/2026 AND TRAINING OF AN A-ENABLED DISTRIBUTED FIBER OPTIC PERIMETER
FEDGL06010000166 Faridabad Sector - 34 - 9310091021 Faridabad Sec 3 - 8743841101 15/07/2026 INTRUSION DETECTION SYSTEM (DFOPIDS) AT BRBNMPL. SALBONI AND
FEDGL06020000308 Hansi - 9350166613 Hisar -7206366639 15/07/2026 MYSURLU: MSTC Event Mo, BREBNMPLSalboni PressMMDiT 26-27IETI12 [P‘IEE]'.
FEDGL05320000787 HISAR - ?222000884 Hisar - 7-206366639 25/07/2026 BRENMPL TENDER NO. uuu&nupumzuiﬁari [EET.":DET“{E?D LAHH]
FEDGL04840003519 Jagadhri - 9050986143 Jagadhri - 8529967897 25/07/2026 2 SUPPLY OF LDPE SHRINK FILM AT BRENMPL SALBONI AND MYSURU
FEDGL04840003538 Jagadhri - 9050962964 Jagadhri - 8529967897 25/07/2026 :
T DGLOAS40003546 ] - - PRESSES; MSTC EVENT NO. ERBNMPLISALBONI PRESS/MMDIE26-2TIET/0
agadhri - 8168070356 Jagadhri - 8529967897 25/07/2026
FEDGL05270001218 Jind - Haryana - 9812933260 Jind - 9812933260 25/07/2026 [LDPE SHRINK FILM]; BRENMPL TENDER NO. 003/SALIPURI2026-27; [EST, COST
FEDGL05270001224 Jind - Haryana - 8929811298 Jind - 9812933260 25/07/2026 - ¥522 33 LAKH] .
FEDGL05270001225 Jind - Haryana - 9728666655 Jind - 9728666655 25/07/2026 Last dale of tender submission for S1, No. 1 is 15.09.2026 by 11:00 Hrs and for Slno. 2is
FEDGL05380000327 Kaithal - 8607228541 Kaithal - 9896044641 25/07/2026 21.07.2026 by 11:00 Hrs. For downloading tender document and other details, kindly visit
“FEDGL05380000897 Kaithal - 9729337200 Kaithal - 9896044641 15/07/2026 websies www.mstcecommerce.com and www.brbnmpl.co.in, Any changes shall be
FEDGL04110004700 Karnal - 9588324872 karnal - 7015335053 25/07/2026 uploeded on the above websites only. ST .
FEDGL04650004029 Nissing - 9697777136 Karnal - 7015335053 15/07/2026 Sentor General Manager
FEDGL04880007255 Palwal - 8307781899 Palwal - 9813879553 25/07/2026
FEDGL04880007303 Palwal - 9728695697 Palwal - 9813879553 25/07/2026
FEDGL04880007308 Palwal - 7988161947 Palwal - 9813879553 25/07/2026 -
FEDGL04690007831 Aligarh - 9149030590 Aligarh - 9012308870 15/07/2026 Online Tender Document' Purchase Of Laptop, Desktop
FEDGL01170010115 Bhangel - 8742997160 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 and Multifunction Printer For SCRB PHQ" M.P. Police
FEDGL05100005188 Dadri - 7042520012 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026
FEDGL05100005202 Dadri - 9911870752 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 STATE CRIME RECORDS BUREAU, POLICE
FEDDS05100000129 Dadri - 8448324475 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL
FEDGL05100005206 Dadri - 9312001891 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026
“FEDGL04380008749 “Mathura - Delhi - 7452878410 Mathura - 7452878410 125/07/2026 No./PHQ/SCRB/STORE/1144/2026 Bhopal, Dated 19.06.2026
FEDGL04520004819 Noida Hosiyarpur - 9643910141 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 "ONLINE TENDER NOTICE"
FEDGL04520004821 Noida Hosiyarpur - 8800878070 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 Online tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of SCRB, Police Head Quarter, Bhopal on
FEDGL04520004822 Noida Hosiyarpur - 8800878070 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 behalf of DGP of MP, for the following on website https://gem.gov.in/
FEDGL04520004833 Noida Hosiyarpur - 8383003953 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 SN. Name of Works Tender No.
LCDBD04520000341 No!da Hos!yarpur SN U Y BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 1 [Purchase Of Laptop, Desktop and Multifucntion Printer For Gem/2026/B/7676068
FEDGL04520004847 Noida Hosiyarpur - 9650505857 BHANGEL - 9555984246 25/07/2026 SCRB PHO
FEDGL04480003070 Adarsh Nagar - 9313408280 Adarsh Nagar - 9582229557 25/07/2026
FEDGL01090012726 Bardarpur - 8744817509 Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026 1. Bids shall be submitted online only at GEM PORTAL.
FEDGL01090012731 Bardarpur - 9871575725 Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026 2. Critical Date Sheet:
FEDGL01090012735 Bardarpur - 9289039571 Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026 ,
"FEDGL01090012748 “Bardarpur - 9953110733 Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026 Published Date 17/06/2026
FEDGL01090012764 Bardarpur - 8527201101 Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026 Pro bid meeting 54/06/2026 Time 12:00
FEDGL01090014155 Bardarpur - 8860638670 Khirki Village - 9555400035 15/07/2026
FEDBD01090000891 Bardarpur - 7011172193 Khirki Village - 9555400035 15/07/2026 Bid Submission End Date 08/07/2026 Time 18:00
FEDBD03450000472 Bhajanpura - 9654419789 Vishwas Nagar 7838606648 15/07/2026
FEDGL03440016399 BudhVihar - 7404841803 Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305 25/07/2026 Sd./-
FEDGL03440016432 BudhVihar - 9212067992 Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305 25/07/2026 AIG SCRB
FEDGL03460009791 Chanderlok - 8800634686 Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648 25/07/2026
FEDGL03460010654 Chanderlok - 7836800137 Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648 15/07/2026 For: DGP MP
_FEDGL04990005720, FEDGL04990005721, FEDGL04990005722 | Deoli - DELHI - 9650684599 | Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026 G/14721/26 PHQ BHOPAL
FEDGL04990005740 Deoli - DELHI - 9910022143 Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026
FEDGL04990007338 Deoli - DELHI - 9891806891 Khirki Village - 9555400035 15/07/2026
FEDGL04970004576 Geeta Colony - DELHI - 7982746220 Vishwas Nagar- 7838606648 25/07/2026
FEDGL04360007840 Inderpuri - 9958344585 Inderpuri - 9711462040 25/07/2026 .
FEDGL04360007853 Inderpuri - 9999694025 Inderpuri - 9711462040 25/07/2026 E?ﬁ'wFITIE‘ ST HATAd 'FOFJ:I'I'IT
FEDGL04360007870 Inderpuri - 7290966440 Inderpuri - 9711462040 25/07/2026 * .
FEDGL04360007872 Inderpuri - 8588941852 Inderpuri - 9711462040 25/07/2026 EERTI’GR]‘ zﬁrei'q'ra':r 3:|'f§:rqa'r
FEDGL04360007877 Inderpuri - 7290960888 Inderpuri - 9711462040 25/07/2026 . . .
FEDGL03280014781 Karawal Nagar - 8368770175 Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648 25/07/2026 faat e S @wm wrErEell EIed wed
FEDBD03280000338 Karawal Nagar - 8178873449 Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648 15/07/2026 =R _' fafaer
FEDGL00810008298 Khanpur - 8447389290 Khirki Village - 9555400035 25/07/2026 (B) ¥ A
FEDGL04490006866 Kirari - 8882388333 Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305 25/07/2026 eprocurement portal:https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
FEDGL03680012248 Mayur Vihar Phase 3 - 9999882799 Vishwas Nagar- 7838606648 25/07/2026 (T ST )
FEDGL03680012277 Mayur Vihar Phase 3 - 9818438495 Vishwas Nagar- 7838606648 25/07/2026
FEDBD03990000295 Najafgarh - 8700128844 Dwarka Mor - 8527739164 25/07/2026 frre fif FOF fife 7 feiE
FEDGL03990004820 Najafgarh - 9540436280 Dwarka Mor - 8527739164 25/07/2026 193639/ W %. 01/3.%1.f./2026-27, 17.06..2026
FEDGL03260009889 Narela - 7838332848 Adarsh Nagar - 9582229557 25/07/2026 frafafaa @ @t & faw feqiss 24.06.2026 17:30 PM dh 3TFIFH§7I
“FEDGL03260009904 Narela - 8950285282 | Adarsh Nagar - 9582229557 25/07/2026 fifere st @ S £
FEDGL03260009906 Narela - 8368997375 Adarsh Nagar - 9582229557 25/07/2026 ) ) _
FEDGL03260009907 Narela - 7290960562 Adarsh Nagar - 9582229557 25/07/2026 wd AW S-SR & e de % e wa we faa
FEDGL01080013181 Palam Colony - 7065627227 Dwarka Mor - 8527739164 25/07/2026 AT & HE
FEDGL01080013905 Palam Colony - 9811201241 Dwarka Mor - 8527739164 15/07/2026
FEDGL01420007080, FEDGLO1420007081 Patel Nagar - 7838026866 Patel Nagar - 7011407399 25/07/2026 AN M@ & 141,25 G
FEDDS01420000286 Patel Nagar - 8287069371 Patel Nagar - 7011407399 15/07/2026 (Tafaar =t ang‘rh;r TN UH.3A3R, fadieh 01.05.2025 & AR W)
FEDGL01340010767 Rohini - 9720121530 Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305 25/07/2026 & : R e 5 NN :
FEDGL03870006654 Sadar Bazzar - 8595765346 Inderpuri - 9711462040 25/07/2026 Sl Qa v Eﬁ g_ LN aa )
FEDGL04980002633 Tagore Garden - DELHI - 8920068018 Patel Nagar - 7011407399 25/07/2026 eprocurement portal: https:/eproc.cgstate.gov.in T i
FEDGL03710006575 Uttam Nagar - 9773955603 Patel Nagar - 7011407399 25/07/2026 24.06.2026 T T 07:30 TN T TW T TGS BRI o TFA 2
FEDDS03710000425 Uttam Nagar - 9310161656 Patel Nagar - 7011407399 15/07/2026 : i _
“FEDGL04260006289 1 Vishwas Nagar - 9354369942 | Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648 25/07/2026 e - 1. ffas # 9 o9 B ISRl I S-UrRHe 99 dEe
FEDGL04260006309 Vishwas Nagar - 9899429429 Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648 25/07/2026 eprocurement portal :https:/eproc.cgstate.gov.in T iR /
FEDDS04260000364 Vishwas Nagar - 9310787562 Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648 15/07/2026

Change in Venue or Date, if any, will be displayed on our Website https://www.fedfina.com/gold-loan/special-sections/auction-venue/. Customer who want to release their ornaments
shall visit any of the above branch/es or contact at the number mentioned above on/or before auction Date subject to the terms and condition applicable. Auction will be conducted
at respective Districts. In case the auction does not get completed on the given date due to any reasons, the auction in respect thereto shall be conducted on subsequent working days
at district level as per above schedule. This would continue till the auction process is over. On failure of the first offline auction at District level, auction will also be initiated through the
E-auction platforms of SAMIL https://gold.samil.in and/or e-Procurement Technologies Ltd. (AuctionTiger) - https://egold.auctiontiger.net/.

All participating bidders will be intimated subsequently with respect to acceptance or rejection of bids submitted by them.

Dated : 22.06.2026
Place : Delhi

For, sd/- Authorised Signatory
Fedbank Financial Services Ltd.,
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*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Today the Moon is opposite
your sign, which means you have to go more than half-
way when dealing with others. Having said that, a close
friend might be critical or difficult today. Don’t be dis-
suaded. Tonight: Cooperate.

TAURUS (APR 21 - MAY 21): The good news is that you
have the determination to be productive today. In fact,
everything you do will be more powerful and more in-
tense. Late in the day, don't let criticism or comments
from someone older discourage you. Tonight: Get
better organised.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Parents need to take a
lighter touch when dealing with their kids, because you
might be obsessed about something, or perhaps they
are. Remember the advice of Johann Goethe, "Correc-
tion does much, but encouragement does more." To-
night: Socialise.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Family discussions will
be emotional today, perhaps because someone — and
this someone could be you — is obsessed about some-
thing. This will make you exhausted. (Send out for dark
chocolate.) Tonight: Relax at home.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Today hasits challenges. Dis-
cussions with others might not be easy. In fact, you
might feel isolated or cut off, certainly misunderstood or
ignored. Don't be discouraged. Tonight: Study and learn.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Today money issues and fi-
nances might be important to you. In fact, discussions
about taxes, debt, credit, inheritances or shared prop-
erty might occupy your thoughts. Take a deep breath and
reorient yourself. Tonight: Maintain your possessions.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Today the Moonis in your
sign dancing with Pluto, which can intensify your emo-
tions and make you obsessed about something. Mean-
while, your partners and close friends might lack sym-
pathy. Tonight: You win.

D B8

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Today hasits challenges.
Accept this right off the bat and decide to move forward
carefully, step-by-step. Reduce expectations for yourself
and others. Be proud of what you achieve. Tonight: Privacy.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You might attract
someone who seems like a zealot. Meanwhile, relations
with your kids and romantic partners might be strained.
Channel your energy into work. Tonight: Be friendly.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 -JAN 20): You're noticed today.
You might be keen about anidea, and yet you feel no one
is listening. Be patient with family members. It's easy to
feel disappointed. Tonight: You're admired.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): You want to save the
world before bedtime. Perhaps today you're on your
soapbox urging others to listen to your ideas because
you feelit'simportant to be heard. Tonight: Explore.

nE 0 e

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Financial discussions

might be discouraging today. You might feel broke, and
no matter what happens, the light at the end of the tun-

nel looks like a train. Be reassured that this is a temporary
dark cloud on your horizon. Tonight: Check

your finances.

| Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Tej Prakash Singh S/o Late
Balwant Singh Dhaliwal, R/0
102, E Space, Nirvana Country,
Near Courtyard Market, Sector-
50, Nirvana Country, Gurgaon,
Haryana- 122018, have
changed my name to Tej
Prakash Singh Dhaliwal.

0071043289-1

I Niti Biyala Dwivedi D/O,
Surendra Kumar Biyala R/o
House No 1394, Sector
9,Faridabad Haryana 121006
have changed my name to Niti
Biyala.

0040861753-1

I,Shahin Begum,W/0 Mohd
Abdullah,R/0 1898,Gali
Rajan,Kucha Chalan,Darya
Ganj,Delhi-110002,have
changed my name to Shaheen
Begum, permanently.

0040861851-1

I,Kulbeer Singh, S/0 Sant Singh
RZF-768/21,Flat No.-UG-
4,Gali.No.-8,Palam Colony,Raj
Nagar,Part-2, Delhi-
110077,have changed my name
to Kulbir Singh for all purposes

0040861851-3

I, Neha Gupta D/o Naresh Kumar
Gupta W/o Balaji Perambur
Manoharan R/0 109/2/H Block-
A, C.C.Colony, VTC: Malka Ganj,
PO: Malka Ganj, Sub District:
Delhi District: North Delhi,
State: Delhi- 110007, have
changed my nameto Neha
Gupta Balaji.

0071043208-1

I,A Khaliq,S/o Abdul Wahab,R/0
434,Gali Pahar Wali,Chatta Lal
Miya,Darya Ganj,Delhi-
110002,have changed my name
to Abdul Khaliq, permanently.

0040861851-2

I, Aastha Soni W/o Shikhar
Malhotra R/o House N0-1248,
Near Modern School, Sector-
17, Faridabad, Haryana-121002,
I have changed the name of my
minor daughter Siddhi
Malhotrato Siddhi Soniaged 1
years.

0071043288-1

| hitherto known as Lata
Mangesh W/o Virender,R/0RZ
A-10 Pratap Garden, Uttam
Nagar, West, Delhi, Delhi-
110059, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Latesh.

0071043290-1

New Delhi

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
recommend that
Nnecessary inquiries before sending any monies or
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LOST & FOUND

I,Prateek Kansal,residing

at,3044,Gear-Road,
Bengaluru,Karnataka
560103,have lost my Original-
Allotment-Letter Issued By
Unitech Limited of my
Flat.N0.603 Tower/Floor Tower-
10,6th-Floor Unitech
Horizon.lts use elsewhere
would beillegal.

0040861830-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

— TOWHNDD A0 WSTIYMEND|
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FUBLIC MOTICE
My clients Mr, Stenil Kumar sio
Late Shn Ramprasad and his
wife Mrs, Sunita Srivastava Fio
Fiat Mo, C-69, 5.R.M
Apartment, ||F, Extension
Fatparganj, Delhl 110092
severad all their relations {with
boin} his son Mr Mayank
Srivastava and his wife Mrs.
*anasi Raghuvanshi and have
complately disowned and
disinherited them from: all
movabie and immovabla
iproparties wef 1906 Z024
anybody dealing with them shall
do =0 entiraly al their owm risk,
icost, and responsibility, and
naitiar my clisnts nor any othear
meamisar ol thair Tamily shall be
{hiedd responsibia or iable for any
ol their financial dealings
lNabilities, debts, or |legal
Conseéquences arksing
therefrom in the future

Abhishek Arya- Advacate
D=318, Krishna Magar, Dathl-51
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e RESULTS
GROUPF

Netherlands 5-1Sweden
Houston Stadium

Tunisia 0-4 Japan
Monterrey Stadium
GROUPE

Germany 2-1lvory Coast
Toronto Stadium

Ecuador 0-0 Curacao
Kansas City Stadium

GROUPH

Spain 4-0 Saudi Arabia
Atlanta Stadium

e MATCHSCHEDULE
GROUP

Argentinavs Austria
Dallas,10.30 pm
(Monday)

Jordanvs Algeria
San Francisco, 8.30 am
(Tuesday)

GROUPI

Francevslraq
Philadelphia, 2.30am
(Tuesday)

Norway vs Senegal
East Rutherford, 5.30am
(Tuesday)

ZEE5 OTT & UNITES8 CHANNELS

Deniz Undav(L) AP

Undav scores
twice to save
Germany

DENIZ UNDAV scored two
goals offthebench as
Germany pulled off a thril-
ling comebacktobeatIvory
Coast 2-1in their World Cup
Group E match on Saturday,
securingtheir placeinthe
knockout stage for the first
time since they won the title
in2014. After having two
goals disallowed in the first
half, Germany did notlose
focus and used their passing
tofind their way while the
West Africans produced
theirbrand offootballina
wild encounter at Toronto.
Thelasttime Germany got
pastthe group stageitwon
the tournamentin 2014.
REUTERS

Uedabracehelps
Japanwin4-0
against Tunisia
JAPAN MOVED one step
closertoreachingthe knock-
outstages of the World Cup
for the fourth consecutive
time after pummeling Tuni-
sia4-0in GroupF, securinga
milestonevictoryinthe
tournament's1,000th men's
match. Japan's four goals
were the most the Samurai
Blue haveeverscoredina
World Cup game, asit
dismantled Tunisiawith
aplomb. Ayase Uedascored
twice, along with Daichi Ka-
madaand Junyalto to put
Japan level with the Nether-
lands on four points. The
loss for Tunisia meansitis
eliminated from the tourna-
ment. Japanis guaranteed at
least third in the group,
which could be enoughto
advance to the knockout
stages. AP

THE GREAT DIVIDE

Yin & Yang: A statistical breakdown of Messi & Ronaldo’s first games

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi,June 21

BASED ON the first matches of
Argentinaand Portugal, one can
safely conclude that the gulf in
effectiveness between Lionel
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo -
two players who have defined
football in the 21st century —has
never been greater. Messi's hat-
trick in the defending cham-
pions'3-Oromp over Algeriawas
contrasted with the sorry figure
the Portuguese superstar cut in
1-1 draw with underdogs Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo. With
the two legends on the final legs
of their careers, we analyse why.

1. Effectivein attack

Messi attempted six shotsin
his firstgame, four of which were
on target, yielding a conversion
rate of 66.7 per cent. Remarkably,
three of those attempts came
from outside the penalty area.
Ronaldo, in comparison, at-
tempted three shots — all from
inside the box — and failed to
test the goalkeeper even once.

2. Gameinvolvement

Messi not only exerted a
greater influence on the game,
but was more involved in it. He

recorded 57 touches, with
neither Lautaro Martinez nor
Thiago Almada — his partners
in attack — surpassing that fig-
ure. Ronaldo had 25 touches
against Congo — his fewestina
major tournament game for Por-
tugal when he played the full 90
minutes. The 41-year-old at-
tempted 20 passes —second-lo-
west among Portugal's starters.
Nor was the disparity con-
fined to distribution. Messi ex-
celled at the receiving end too.
He received 44 passes — much
more than Ronaldo's tally of 17.
Delve deeper into receive
success percentage —ameasure
of whether a player positions
himself optimally to receive a
pass directed towards him —
and the divide becomes starker
still. Messi posted a success rate
of 50 per cent. Ronaldo's corre-
sponding statistic stood at 21.3.

3. Creativity

Ronaldo was well behind in
this metric as well.

If one goes by line breaks —
a pass that penetrates the op-
position's defensive structure,
essentially an antidote to low
blocks like that of Algeria and
Congo - Messi attempted 15 of
them. In the Argentine team,

BROBBEY WINS IT FORDUTCH

only Enzo Fernandez at-
tempted more, at 16. For Portu-
gal, Ronaldo attempted a line
breaking pass only once. Messi

also recorded a carrying dis-
tance of 252.3 metres, of which
125.9 metres constituted pro-
gressive carrying — advancing

possession towards goal by by-
passing opponents. Ronaldo's
corresponding figures were
494m and 27.3m.

The marksman who survived

an cncounter witha gangster

Brian Brobbey, who scored a brace,
once escaped from a criminal and has
now found his calling in front of goal

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
CUP

SandipG
Philadelphia, June 21

BRIAN BROBBEY, the Dutch
striker whose brace sank the
Swedes 5-1, wasat theright place
at the right time. Yet, four years
ago, hewasatthewrong place at
the right time, a happenstance
thatwould have cost not only his
careet, but his life when he met
a school friend who he did not
know was a gangster.

Afterthe sagawassettled, he
told the Dutch press: “I have un-
knowingly brought a lot of
shame to my club (then Ajax)
and country. One day Iwill make
you proud,” he said.

He fulfilled the promise in
Houston on Saturday with two
classic fox-in-the-box strikes. A
flick and a deflection, goals that
would not be immortalised, but
invaluable for a side clanking to
find its rhythm.

The two goals captured the
virtues of Brobbey, an Ajax
alumni with mid-table Premier
League side Sunderland, but
with covetous glances lurking
towards him. He is a muscular
barge-into-the box striker, but
with dexterous feet. Hewinsthe
battle of the muscle with his
markers, just as he outmuscled
Isak Hien, holding off his elbow
embrace and laying off the ball
to Cody Gakpo, who recipro-

cated with a pass.

It was not a made-to-
measure pass onto his feet. But
Brobbey, sprinting into the box,
stretched his right foot and in-
stepped the ball goalwards.
Seemingly a routine strike but
one that involved far more
nuance thanjustbeingtherelike
an immobile receptor. Brobbey
had to beat the off-side trap,
judge the pace, the weight, the
bend, the bounce, and decide
the ball’s route and destination.
Dissect the replays and one sees
him snap his ankles, so that he
gets the ball on the inside of his
boot. Ashisspiritual predecessor
Pippo Inzaghi would say, “You
need more than just two feet to
score a goal. You need the intu-
ition of millimetres.”

It was a quip to Johan
Cruyff’sdenigration that, “Look,
actually he can't play football at
all. He's just always in the right
position.” This was a goal from
the Inzaghi album of run-of-the-
mill deception. Brobbey's sec-
ond goal was even more Inzaghi-
esque. Denzel Dumfries’ cross
was low and a tad over-hit, but
he slithered in to stick out his
foot and squeeze the ball to the
far corner. The balance was so
immaculate that his supporting
left leg did not collapse.

The most striker-esque vibe
he gave was when he tried to
steal the ball off Gakpo to com-
plete his hat-trick in the second
half. Gakpo scored the goal and
Brobbey grinned sheepishly.

Underrated

Hewill never fire the imagin-
ation in the manner of captivat-

Brian Brobbey scores for the Netherlands against Sweden at the Houston Stadium on Saturday. ap

ing Dutch No. 9s such as Robin
van Persie, Patrick Kluivert and
Marco van Basten, but his clini-
cal finishing is a comparable
thing of beauty. The sniper anal-
ogy sitswell, because they oper-
ateinthe shadows, pounce from
nowhere, and anonymity is a
virtue.

Dutch manager Ronald Koe-
man employing him as a striker
was in sync with the tourna-
ment’s revival of old-fashioned
tactics such as the 4-4-2 mid-
block and set-pieces. In scorch-
ingheat, teams have become di-
rect and vertical. The
resurrection of the striker wasin-
evitable. It turned out to be a
masterstroke, rendering the
Dutch a focal point after their
disjointed outing against Japan.
Koeman’s backline is one of the
most robust in the league, the
suspicion lingered on his front-
line. Much of the fog has now
been vipered.

Brobbey is not often classi-

fied as a striker because of the
structuraldemands ofthe teams
he has played for. But the true
callingisscoringgoals. “Iamnot
spendingsleepless nights worry-
ingabout my best position.Iam
happyjustto play and contribute
tothe team,” he said last year.

Strange meeting

Platitudes, but in his life,
more than just hollow words. In
2022, he was attending a music
festival in hishometown. Aman
whooncelived in the samelocal-
ity dusted up old acquaintances
and told him that he had saved
his life from a feared Moroccan
gang and he needed to be com-
pensated accordingly.

Littledid Brobbey know that
his supposed friend was a
dreaded criminal wanted for
murder and drug-peddling. He
revealed the details of the
strange meeting with his friend
and showed his photograph.
When the police were informed,

the criminal's true whereabouts
were revealed.

The tale only got murkier.
Unidentified assailants shot his
friend, and emergency surgeries
were performed to save his life.
Bombs were hurled at his sister-
in-law’s car. She had a narrow es-
cape. Fireworks were dropped
through the letterbox of his
mother-in-law. An explosive was
flung at Brobbey’s car dayslater.
He got a text message from an
unknown number demanding
150,000 pounds. Whether he
paid or not, whether the police
nabbed the criminal or not, the
scandal drifted from public
memory. He shifted to Sunder-
land in 2025, and a change of
scenery rejuvenated Brobbey,
who adapted tothe English style
seamlessly.

At 24, heisalate bloomer by
modern standards. But he is at
the right place at the right time,
after nearly being at the wrong
place at the wrong time.
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Messi’s heatmap Ronaldo’s heatmap
ATTACKING PLAY GAME INVOLVEMENT CREATIVITY
| METRIC | MESSI [RONALDO METRIC MESSI [RONALDO | | | METRIC | MESSI |RONALDO
' Goals 3 | g | Touches 57 25 | | |Linebreaksattempted | 15 | 1 |
[Shots B 5 | | IPasses attempted 0 | 20 ' Carrying distance 1252.3m | 49.4m I
. | " Passes received a1 |Progressivecarries | 7 | 1 .
| Shots on target | 4 0 _ i | — - Progressive carrying e or | 273
e fiam euidideihe Receive success rate 50% 21.3% Distance . . |
' penalty box . 0
[ Key passes T Across most metrics, Lionel Messi eclipses Cristiano
Crosses 3 Ronaldo, who has become obsolete in the modern game

4. Mobility

This is a metric where Ron-
aldo is ahead — he ran 8.39 km
in the game, while Messi

covered 6.81 km. Yet the Argen-
tine's heat map was consider-
ably more expansive. There is a
simple explanation. Messi re-
mained dormant for longspells,
conserving himself for a decisive
intervention. On the contrary,
Ronaldo kept jogging for the
entirety of the game, which did
notyield any fruitful results.

5. Positioning

For Argentina's opening
goal, Messi occupied the only va-
cant pocket amid four Algerian
shirts. One simple pass from Ro-
drigo De Paul pierced the de-
fensive line. Analysing Ron-
aldo'sspatial awareness—or the
lack thereof — makes it difficult
nottorevisit Thierry Henry's ob-
servation: there needs to be an
understanding of who needs to
score: Portugal or Ronaldo.

In one passage of play, Fran-
cisco Conceicaodribbles past his
marker and finds vacant land
down the right flank. With two
men markinghim, Ronaldohad
initially made a run towards
goal, which led to Bruno Fer-
nandes being unmarked. The
midfielder would have found
himself one-on-one with the
goalkeeper had Ronaldo re-
versed the direction of his run.

Yamal inspires Spain
to Saudi hammering

Bhuvan Gupta
New Delhi, June 21

THERE IS little that could have
jolted the Goliath-esque Spain
morestrongly than beingkeptat
bay by Cape Verde's veritable
David. Coach Luis de la Fuente
said as much before the World
Cup favourites' meeting with
Saudi Arabia.

“The team is stung and
sometimes criticism is motivat-
ing. The players do read things,
they're angry, and for sure to-
morrow, the game will be very
different.”

Six nights after failing to
break through Cape Verde's re-
sistance at the same Atlanta Sta-
dium, LaRojamade amends. La-
mine Yamal's maiden World
Cup start sparked a ruthless 4-0
hammering of their opponents.

The Green Falcons, seeking
toemulate the great Cape Verde
escape, employed five men at
the back in a departure from
their usual 4-4-2 formation. But
it was scant insurance against
the artistry of an 18-year-old.

Yamal showed what Spain
were missing in their opener
from the outset, prancing
around the Saudi defence
threateningly in the very first
minute. Ten minutes of pressing
in the Saudi half bore fruit after
a delightful transition in mid-
field, as the ball found Mikel
Oyarzabal on the left flank.

The frontman, who could
only get his first touch after 30
minutes against Cape Verde,
eyed a charging Yamal to his
right and squared the ball across.
The teen Barcelona sensation
slid in smoothly and tapped it
deftly through the narrow gap
past custodian Mohammed Al-
Owais. Just like that, the lumi-
nous new superstar had arrived
on the biggest stage.

The creative incision that
went missing against the Blue
Sharks was on full display. Pro-
vider Oyarzabal soon turned fin-
isher, netting twice in the space
of three minutes. First, Dani
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Lamine Yamal. ap

Olmo sent a corner to Aymeric
Laporte, who was able to nod it
onwards to Oyarzabal. The Real
Sociedad captain did the rest,
beating Al-Owais to his right.

Another cross cracked the
Saudi defence open, and Olmo
set Oyarzabal up to stab in his
second. Spain were up 3-0 be-
fore the first hydration break.
Oyarzabal very nearly com-
pleted his hat-trick in the 36th
with a masterful trivela that
flicked the crossbar.

Unfortunately for Georgios
Donis' men, the Spanish party
resumed post break. Ferran
Torres' corner was flicked on to
Marc Cucurella, who pile-drove
itwith hisleft foot. The powerful
shot was goal-bound and took a
deflection off Hassan Al-Tam-
bakti before goingin.

Spain found the back of the
net for the fifth time, only forthe
goal to be ruled out on video re-
view. A neat stoppage-time
move saw Pedro Porro knockthe
ball across the six-yard box for
Torres to slot home, but the
Barcelona attacker was deeme
offside.

Unlike their previousouting,
where Spain were hardly able to
move the ball centrally, La Roja
found ample acreage on the
wings as well as down the
middle. Saudi Arabia are not yet
out of contention and Spain are
stilla point away from the knock-
outs. Butthe game depicted just
how potent the European cham-
pions can be, when at full tilt.

e OUT BUT NOT DOWN

Haiti’s defiance: First to abolish slavery, now gang wars disturb football, survival

SandipG
Philadelphia, June 21

THE HAITIANS were defeated,
but they didn’t shed tearsin the
Philadelphia arena. They
danced and sangtheirwaytothe
aisles, chanting the most power-
ful phrase in their history, Gre-
nadye, Alaso. Or march forward
grenadiers, atribute totheir rev-
olutionaries who drove out the
French Army of Napoleon. “We
lost, but we fought. We take pride
inthat, and that’sour tradition,”
says Thomas Ehiogene.

“Tojust qualify in the tourna-
ment is a big feat, and it has
united a nation,” he says. He is
not resorting to the usual min-
now-speak, but from his own
harrowing personal experience.
“Most of us here, the fans, and

theteam, have onethingincom-
mon. Wedon’thaveahome,” he
says, with a clump in his throat.
Now football has brought them
under one roof, families thatleft
Haiti decades ago, all battle
scarred, singing, dancing and
praying for their team.

He fled Haiti in 2021, when
the president Jovenel Moise was
assassinated in his home, and
the wild gangs ran amok. “It be-
came unliveable. They would
knockon thedoorsand demand
money. Ifnot they shotusorkid-
napped women and children.
We fled Port-au-Prince (the capi-
tal) a few weeks after the presi-
dentwaskilled,” he narrated his
escape to the Americas.

An UN report says that
nearly 1.4 million were dis-
placed, nearly 20,000 were

killed, and twice as many were
reported missing. Some escaped
tothe Dominican Republic. The
more ambitious ones tried to
take the ferry from the Mole
Saint-Nicolas harbour to Cuba
and from there to the US. “But
many of them were caught and
imprisoned in Guantanamo
Bay. Luckily, we had the papers
and we reached Jamaica.Ina
couple of years, we got our
papersready and we could come
to the USA asrefugees,” he says.
Heand most of his family settled
in Miami, where he runs a res-
taurant with his two brothers.
Similarly, Haiti’s footballers
could not play a single World
Cup qualification game in their
country, but had to play all their
games in Curacao. The gangs
overtook and vandalised it’s old

Thomas Ehiogene, a fan. express

stadium Stade Sylvio Cator and
destroyed itsfacilities, rendering
itimpossible to play. Reminisces
Johnson Charles, who had left
his country decades ago: “Ihave
been to the stadium, a beautiful

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Tojust qualify

inthe
tournament is abig
feat,and it has united
anation. Most of us
here, the fans, and
the team, have one
thing in common. We
don’thaveahome.”

THOMAS EHIOGENE,
HAITIFOOTBALL FAN

one with a lot of palm trees. I
have heard from relatives, the
entirebuildinghasbeen demol-
ished too. It’s sad that they can’t
play, but how can you play in
such fear?”

Two years before the gangs
seized the stadium, a visiting
team was held hostage at gun-
point. When Belize visited Port-
au-Prince foramatch, agroup of
armed men held up the team
bus for an hour. They left them
unharmed and Belize players
did not venture out for practice.

Sense of resistance

Unsurprisingly,only 10 of the
26 members were born in the
country. Twelve were born in
France of Haitian parents, onein
Canada, one in Switzerland and
two in the United States. Haiti
and America have a long soccer
connection—the USA's first big
upset, beating England in 1950,
featured a goal from Haiti-born
Joe Gaetjens, who worked as a
dishwasher. Only one of them,

New Delhi

Woodensky Pierre, plays for a
Haitian club. He is from Cite So-
leil, a seaside slum, which is a
base for powerful gang leaders.
“There was a moment where I
felt like Iwould never make it to
this point because things were
very difficult, I had no support,
nothing,” he told CNN. “Idid not
grow up in a rich family, my
mom was a street vendor, and
my father was alwaysdoingside
jobs. Football was alll had.”
The 21-year-old defensive
midfielder was the last member
to get a visa, as the USA under
Donald Trump ended Tempor-
ary Protected Status (TPS) for
Haitians. A Columbia District
Court issued a reprieve on ap-
peal, leaving the Supreme Court
tomakeaverdict. “Wheredowe
go?India?” he says, chuckling.

But centuries of living in vi-
olence and exile has instilled an
unshakeable resistance. “We
were the first country to abolish
slavery and drove the Europeans
out. Sowe are asmall but strong
nation, not afraid of tomorrow,
always partying and enjoying
the moment. If we are asked to
leave Americawewill find anew
place. Once you are living away
from home, it doesn’t matter
where you areliving,” he says.

The fans didn’t burden
themselves with expectations.
Thomas says: “Strong teams
dream of winning the World
Cup.Butwearejusthappytosee
them because you never know
when we would play in another
World Cup, or where we will be.”
The revelry resumed and will
spill on since their last game.
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Jaiswal left out
after Afghan ton,
Kohlinamed
provisionally

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 21

A DAY after scoring his second
ODI hundred, Yashasvi Jaiswal
did not find aplacein India's 15-
member squad for the up-
coming England series. The
southpaw cracked an unbeaten
110 off 86 balls against Afghan-
istan in Chennai, yet missed the
cut. Jasprit Bumrah was in-
cluded, meanwhile, marking
his first appearance in the 50-
over format after the 2023 ODI
World Cup final against Austra-
lia. The pace spearhead head-
lines the squad announced on
Sunday for the three-match
series, which begins at Edgbas-
ton on July 14.

The 32-year-old has missed
India'srecent ODI assignments,
with the team management
prioritising his presence in Test
and T20 cricket. He was not part
of the squad which won the
Champions Trophy in March
last year, after not recovering
fully from back discomfort.
Virat Kohli, who missed the ODI
series against Afghanistan be-
cause of ahamstringinjury, was
alsoincluded inthe squad, sub-
ject to fitness clearance.

Rohit Sharma remains part
ofthe squad as one of the senior
batters, alongside Kohli if he is
declared fit. KL Rahul and
Ishan Kishan have been picked
as the two wicketkeeping op-
tions. Axar Patel returnsto the
ODI squad after missing the
Afghanistan series. His inclu-
sion adds greater balanceto In-
dia's spin-bowling resources.
INDIA ODISQUAD FORENGLAND
SERIES: Shubman Gill (captain),
Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli (sub-
ject to fitness clearance),
Shreyas Iyer (vice-captain), KL
Rahul (wicketkeeper), Ishan Ki-
shan (wicketkeeper), Washing-
ton Sundar, Axar Patel, Nitish
Kumar Reddy, Kuldeep Yadav,
Jasprit Bumrah, Prasidh
Krishna, Harshit Rana, Ar-
shdeep Singh and Gurnoor
Brar.

FICCIl and ICC India Past President

INDIAWIN A-SERIES FINAL

Fastest List A fifty: Vaibhav
delivers on big stage again

Despite controversy about scufflein
previous game against Sri Lanka A,
15-year-old stays focused to hit
quickest List A fifty in final

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, June 21

OF THE many ways to issue re-
joinders addressing scepticism
on his readiness for the big
stage, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
true to his style, chose the most
emphatic one. Inthefinal ofthe
A-Teams' Tri-Series at Dam-
bulla, the 15-year-old scored a
29-ball 94 against Sri Lanka A,
triggering yet another break-
and-make cycle of records.

Courtesy of his knock,
wherein he scored the fastest-
ever List A half-century, India
sailed to a comfortable 66-
triumph.

Sooryavanshi took 11 de-
liveries to score his fifty, and no
one had ever done so in fewer
balls. Drawing poetic parallels,
his blitzkrieg against Sri Lanka
came at the cost of a Lankan's
record, with the previous fastest
fifty in List A cricket being
scored by the former all-
rounder, Kaushalya Weer-
aratne. He had scored a 12-ball
half-century whilst playing for
Ragama CC, while fellow
countryman Thisara Perera —
now demoted from second to
third onthe pedestal —hasa13-
ball List A fifty to his name.

The pre-match discourse for
the game was centered not on
Sooryavanshi's batting — 117
runsin four matches appearing
pale in comparison to the stan-
dard set by hisIPL 2026 exploits
— but his antics.

The teenage prodigy gotinto
ascuffle with Sri Lanka's Vishen
Halambage when the two
teams met earlier in the series.
What began as an exchange of

e FASTESTFIFTIESIN
LISTACRICKET

@ Vaibhav Sooryavanshi: 11 balls
(Ind AvSLA, 2026)

® Kaushalya Weeraratne: 12 balls
(Ragama CC v Kurunegala, 2005)

® ThisaraPerera: 13 balls
(SL Army v Bloomfield, 2021)

® \aibhav Sooryavanshi hit five
sixes in the first 11 deliveries he
faced.

@ His half-century came entirely
from boundaries.

. |
words following India's Super
Over defeat spiralled into physi-
cal contact, with the vastly ex-
perienced Niroshan Dickwella
forced to intervene to prevent
further escalation.

Questions were subse-
quently raised on Sooryavan-
shi's maturity, and whether he
possessed the temperament to
match his talent. On Sunday, he
let his bat furnish all the
answers. Adjudged player of the
match, Sooryavanshi elaborated
on hisrationale after the match:
"Thadn't thought of anything. I
just wanted to make the most of
the first 10 overs and execute
what I had planned... I have
learnt alot (from this series)."

A marker was laid down in
the first over itself, when Soo-
ryavanshi struck consecutive
boundaries off the first two de-
liveries he faced. What ensued
was mayhem, which is now a
frequent occurrence with him
atthescene. The outcome of the
next three deliveries was as
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Vaibhav Sooryavanshi tore through the Sri Lankan A bowling line-
up, hitting a total of 18 boundaries in his innings. x/sccl

such: a swing over deep mid-
wicket for a four, another tower-
ing blow over deep square leg
for a six, and a sublime lofted
drive over in the exact opposite
direction for the same outcome.

It took the Lankans six de-
liveries to extract a dot ball off
Sooryavanshi, but the reliefwas
short-lived. The next five de-
liveriesyielded 26 runs — three
sixes and a couple of fours. If
one could take their eyes off the
wunderkind and scour through
statistics, it would have been re-
vealed that amid the pande-
monium, he had created anew
record. His knock propelled
Indiatoascore 0f377/9. Though
shadowed by the opener, cap-
tain Tilak Varma led with
composure and poise with a 67-
run knock. In response, Sri
Lanka were bowled out for 311
runs in 47.1 overs. Yash Thakur
and Vipraj Nigam picked three
wickets apiece, while for Sri
Lanka A, Wanuja Sahan top

scored with a 69-ball 62.

When viewed from a macro-
cosmic vantage point, the
knock reinforces Sooryavan-
shi's growing reputation for liv-
ingup to expectations precisely
when the stakes are at their
highest. At the ICC U-19 Men's
Cricket World Cup, held earlier
this year, the batter orches-
trated India's record sixth title
triumph with a33-ball 68 in the
semi-final, followed by an 80-
ball 175 in the final.

The theme was similar in
IPL, where Sooryavanshi scored
a 29-ball 97 in the Eliminator
and a47-ball 96 in the Qualifier
2. Despite his knocks not culmi-
natingin a trophy for the Rajas-
than Royals, the southpaw be-
came the youngest-ever to win
the Orange Cap.

BRIEF SCORES:Ind A 377/9in
50 overs (Sooryavanshi 94;
Sahan2/39)beat SLA 311all
outin47.1overs(Sahan 62;
Thakur 3/45) by 66 runs.

Kapp’s masterclass dents

India’s semifinal hopes

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, June 21

AT 45/2 after nine overs in pur-
suit of 159, South Africa's chase
was threatening to unravel.
India had squeezed the scoring,
struck twice in the powerPlay
and appeared firmly in control.
Butstandingbetweenthemand
victory was Marizanne Kapp,
whose innings took the Proteas
to a six-wicket victory in Man-
chester on Sunday to keep their
campaign alive.

The defeat puts Indiain a
precarious position as they now
most likely have towin their re-
maining two fixtures — against
Bangladesh and Australia - to
remain in contention for a
semifinal spot. When theylook
back at the game, the inability
to capitalise on a decent start
and a forgettable fielding effort
may come back to haunt the
50-over world champions.

Kapp's first task with the bat
was simply to survive. With
Laura Wolvaardt and Annerie
Dercksen dismissed in Sree
Charani's double-wicket
maiden and the ball gripping
just enough to keep the batters
guessing, the all-rounder ab-
sorbed the pressure through
singles and twos, waiting pa-
tiently for India to err.

Therelease cameinthe10th
over when Kapp carved Prema
Rawat over extra cover before a
top-edged sweep just evaded
Nandini Sharma's desperate
one-handed attempt at deep
backward square, sailed over
for six, helping South Africa
collect 14 runs from the over
and shift the momentum.

From there, Kapp steadily
moved through the gears. She
mixed innovation with classi-
cal strokeplay, scooping Nan-
dini over short fine, stepping
out to loft Sree Charani over
mid-off and repeatedly sweep-
ing anything drifting into her
arc. Her reading of the condi-
tions was exemplary asshetar-
geted the right bowlers without
ever allowing the required rate

Mr. Harsh Pati Singhania takes over as Chair of the
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) in Paris

South Africa celebrate the wicket of Shafali Verma. ap

to climb out of reach.

India's fielding only made
her task easier. On 31, Kapp sur-
vived when Radha Yadav over-
ran a chance at long-on off
Charani. Four overs later, the
same fielder grassed a far easier
opportunity at long-on off Sha-
fali Verma.

Kapp brought up her half-
century with consecutive
boundaries off Arundhati
Reddy before taking complete
control of the innings. A crunch-
ing drive through extra cover, a
towering straight six off Shafali
and two more sixes off Deepti
Sharmain the penultimate over
extinguished India's hopes as
she remained unbeaten on a
masterful 81 off 45 balls.

Taznim Brits played the
ideal supporting role. Her 40 off
36 balls lacked Kapp's fluency
but was no less valuable as she
absorbed pressure early, rotated
the strike effectively and
chipped in with timely bound-
aries. Together, the pair added
97 runs in just 63 balls, a part-
nership that took South Africa
from a position of crisis to one
of control and ultimately sealed
amemorable victory.

India's innings consisted of
two contrasting halves. The
opening pair of Smriti Mand-
hanaand Shafali attacked from
the outset, but once South Af-
ricastruck, the innings lost mo-
mentum on a surface that be-

ICC

India

came harder to score on.

Mandhana scored 17 off 12
balls, driving and pulling Shab-
nim Ismail before scooping
Marizanne Kapp. But the latter
had the last word, producing a
wobble-seam delivery that
jagged back to bowl the left-
hander. Shafali took 17 runs off
aChloe Tryon overandracedto
31 off 15 balls. But a faint glove
off an Ismail bouncer was de-
tected onreview, ending herin-
nings. India reached 59/2 after
the Powerplay, but that proved
their high point.

Promoted to No.3, Yastika
Bhatia struck three boundaries
before Ayabonga Khaka
trapped her LBW for 15. Jemi-
mah Rodrigues struggled for
fluency and chipped a return
catch to Nadine de Klerk after
scoring 10. India slipped from
54/1to 83/4 by the 11th over.

Harmanpreet Kaur and
Deepti added 33 for the fifth
wicket. Playing her 200th T20]I,
the skipper made 24 off 22 before
chopping an Ismail off-cutter
onto her stumps. Deepti kept
India afloat with 29 off 21, using
the sweep before miscuing Non-
kululeko Mlaba. Richa Ghosh
was restricted to 15 off 14.

BRIEF SCORES: India158/7
in 20 overs (Shafali 31; Kapp
2/27)lostto South Africa
161/4in19.1 overs (Kapp 81
not out, Brits 40; Sree Char-
ani3/24) by 6 wickets.
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century later, that founding
belief remains deeply
relevant. At a time when the

will remain central to ICC's work in the vears
ahead.

the voice of business remains
al the heart of international

Singhania as Chair
of the International
Chamber of

As one of the fastest-arowing
major economies, India is increasingly

Commerce, the
world business
organisation,
marks an important
milestone for
global business

and for India's growing leadership in the
international economic landscape.

Mr. Singhania, Director of JK Organisation and
Chairman & Managing Director of JK Paper Ltd.,
assumes the highest elected office of 1CC after
decades of distinguished leadership in industry and
business institutions, A former President of 1CC
India (the National Committee of ICC in India) and

global economy 1s facing
geopolitical tensions,
regulatory fragmentation,
rapid technological change
and new sustainability
imperatives, the need for
trusted business-led
frameworks has only grown
stronger.

Today, 1CC represents more
than 45 million companies
across over 170 countries
through 1ts global network of
National Committees and the

at the forefront of global
discussions on frade, investment,
sustainability, digital governance and
economic development. The election
of an Indian business leader to chair the
world's largest business organisation
reflects India’s emergence as a major force
in the global economy and its growing
influence in shaping international frade,

decision-making. During his
tenure, particular emphasis is
expected to be placed on
areas such as digital trade,
artificial intelligence,
sustainability, and expanding
opportunities for small and
medium-sized enterprises.

Supporting this agenda are
several Aagship 1CC
initiatives that reflect the
organisation's commitment Lo
shaping the [uture of global
commerce. The ICC Compact
for Trade, Growth and Jobs

For India, Mr. Singhania's appomtment carries
special significance. As one of the fastest-growing
major economies, India is increasingly at the
forefront of global discussions on trade, investment,
sustainability, digital governance and economic
development. The election of an Indian business
leader to chair the world's largest business
organisation reflects India's emergence as a major
force in the global economy and its growing
influence in shaping international trade, business
standards and economic governance.

It also comes at a time when Indian industry 1s
becoming more globally engaged, outward-looking
and integrated with international value chains. As

the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce World Chambers Federation, business standards and provides a business-led businesses across sectors expand their global
and Industry (FICCI), he has been a strong advocate Bringing together businesses _ framework to promote trade footprint, India's voice in shaping trusted, inclusive
of international trade, enterprise-led growth, and of every size, sector and ECONDMIC GovVernance, investment. sustainability and ~ and future-ready frameworks for commerce will

constructive engagement between business and

policymakers.

His election reflects both his personal stature within

the global business community and the increasing

influence of Indian industry on the world stage. This
makes him only the fourth Indian business leader to
hold this prestigious global position in ICC's
century-long history, underscoring the rarity and
significance of this honour,

Mr, Singhania takes over at a significant moment in
ICC's history, as the orgamisation advances an
ambitious agenda to strengthen global trade
cooperation, support business-led solutions to
emerging economic priorities, and shape the future
of international commerce.

Founded in 1919 by a group of visionary business
leaders who called themselves the "Merchants of
Peace". ICC was established on the behief that

geography. ICC 1s among the
most representative business
organisations in the world. It
is also the only business organisation with
Permanent Observer Status at the United Nations
General Assembly, underscoring its unigue role in
international policymaking.

As the institutional voice of business, ICC engages
with governments, private enterprises, multilateral
institutions and intergovernmental forums,
including the United Nations and the World Trade
Organization, Lo promote open markets, trusted
rules and international trade cooperation. Its role,
however, extends well beyond advocacy.

[CC is also a leading global rules and standards-
setting body whose frameworks and services
underpin international commerce. From Incoterms
and the ATA Carnet system to international banking
and trade finance rules and world-renowned dispute
resolution mechanisms, 1CC has helped make cross-
border trade and investment more predictable,
efficient and secure for businesses worldwide.

In his initial remarks as Chair, Mr. Singhania
emphasised the importance of strengthening
confidence in global commerce and ensuring that
business remains a constructive partner in
advancing prosperity and international trade
cooperation. His vision 1s centred on reinforcing

wider participation n
international markets. At the

same time, Vision 2035 1s helping define 1CC's
long-term direction by assessing how technological
innovation, sustamability, changing business
expectations and evolving economic realities will
transform international trade and business in the
years ahead.

This focus 1s particularly important for small and
medium-sized enterprises, which account for the
overwhelming majority of businesses worldwide
and are key drivers of innovation, employment and
economic growth. For many smaller businesses, the
challenges of international commerce - from
regulatory complexity and access to finance to

become mcreasingly important,

Mr. Singhania's longstanding business experience,
global perspective and commitment to
strengthening international trade cooperation will
remforce the important role that business can play
in advancing growth, innovation and employment.
His leadership at ICC will bring a valuable
perspective from India

and from the wider
emerging economy
context, while
contributing to ICC's
global mission of enabling
peace and prosperity
through trade.

On behalf of Indian
industry, [CC India and
FICCI are delighted that
their Past President, Mr.
Harsh Pati Singhania, has

assumed this important
global responsibility. His appointment 1s a source of
pride for Indian business and an opportunity to
further strengthen connections between businesses,
markets and institutions in support of shared
growth, cooperation and economic progress across

borders.
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